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Lord  Sancho : 


A 


F  T  E  R  having  dedicated  a  Vo- 
lume of  the  Lettres  JuivES 
to  your  tllujirious  Majier,  the  Hero 

*  There  are  two  Dedications,  and  two  Prefaces  to 
this  Volume,  the  Kealbn  of  which  is,  the  Original  is 
divided  into  fix  Volumes,  and  the  Tranilation  only  into 
five  ;  by  which  Means  the  Dedications  and  Prefaces  to 
the  fifth  and  fixth  Volumes  of  tJie  Original,  have  both 
been  taken  into  this  filtJi  and  lait  Volume  of  the  Tranf- 
lation,  in  order  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  in  the 
EnM  Edition.]      Rewnrk  by  the  Tranp.ton 
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c/^  la  Mancha,  1  JImdd failin my  Duty  to 
you^  if  I  did  not  offer  you  this,  Tou  de^ 
ferve  little  lefs  Regard  than  the  inighty  Don 
Quixot  5  and  the  Character  in  which  you 
appear^  7nakes  almofl  as  conjpicuous  a  Fi^ 
giire  in  the  Work  of  your  faithful  Hi/lor  i-- 
an^  the  ingenious  Cervantes.  Accept  there- 
fore of  this  f mall  Prejhit ;  and  permit  me, 
as  a  convincing  Ft  oof  of  the  EJleem  I  have, 
for  you,  to  tell  you  a  Fiece  of  News  which 
muji  infallibly  Jurprize  you. 

Not  only  your  Employment,  but  likewife 
your  CharaBer,  have  been  daringly  ufurped 
of  late,  fo  that  you  now  find  your  [elf  a  Du- 
plicate ',  and  as  heretofore  there  were  two 
Amphytrios  and  two  Sofia?,  there  are  ac- 
tually now  two  Don  Quixots  and  two  San- 
cho  Pancas.  And  indeed,  in  like  manner  as 
a  certain  ridiculous  Creature  has  taken  it 
into  his  Head  to  make  ufe  of  the  Name,  the 
FrofeJJton,  and  Titles  of  your  illufirious 
Mafier :  So  another  odd  Creature  (altogether 
as  comical)  has  pretended  to  be  Mafier  of 
all  your  Talents  -,  and  to  place  himjelf  in 
Quality  ofEJquire,  near  the  Ferfon  of  this 
Don  Qmxot  in  Literature,  He  is  the  hire- 
ling Copyifi,  and  the  indefatigable  Compiler 
of  his  pretended  Difioveries  :   And  you  was 

not  . 


DEDICATION.  y 

not  more  affidiious  in  carryi?ig  the  Wallet,  the 
Bottle  filled withY\xthx2.ctsBalnia?id  Mam- 
brino's  Helmet,    than  he  is  in  trafifcribing 
his  Mafiers  rap,    hajiy  Refearcbes,    and 
putting  them  In  their  proper  Place.     In  fine ^ 
he  refembles  you  perfectly,  both  in  Genius  and 
Perfon.     Like  you  he  is  port,    tlnck,  and 
tun-bellied;   he  has  a  dull,  fidlen  Air -,   and 
his  Speech  is  as  coarfe  as  yours.     His  arch 
Tricks,   his  Lies,   and  his  Mi/reprefentati- 
ons  are  worthy  of  the  Sneers  of  the  Inns,  and 
the  Stones  of  the  Tangees ;    and  may  one 
Day  or  other  expoje  his  Pojleriors  to  tbejujl 
Punijhment  of  Ktckage, 

Like  you,  he  is  vaflly  defirous  of  procur^ 
ing  fame  Government,  He  had  one  in  his 
Eye  in  an  Jfland  of  the  North  ;  and  he 
flattered  himfelf  that  he  flmdd  go  thither 
and  pronounce  Decrees  as  fagacious  as  thofe 
you  pajjed  heretofore  in  the  Ifle  of  Barata- 
ria :  But  his  Hopes  were  as  fldort-lived  as 
your  Govertiment, 

Ton  fee,  Lord  Sancho,  that  it  is  im- 
pofjible  for  a  Man  to  refemble  you  more.  1 
tloereforefhouldbe  obliged  to  you  if,  for  your 
own  fake  and  for  that  of  mayiy  People^  you 
would  not  permit  your  Genius  and  Per  fan  to 
be  ufurped  in  this  manner.  Tou  make  an 
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excellent  Figure  in  a  Book  :  Tour  malici^ 
cm  Simplicity,  and  your  grot ef que  Imperti- 
nences  jet  People  a  laughing  \  but^  the  In^ 
jlant  you  exiji  in  Sktn  and  Bones,  in  the 
Republic  of  Letters^  you  tniiji  nece[jarily  be 
prejudicial  to  it^  by  dijhonouring  the  ISame 
of  a  Scholar  J  ivhich  Juits  you  no  more  than 
it  does  your  Afs.  Permit  not  therefore  an- 
other Perfon^  by  affumi?7g  your  Shape ^  to  do 
the  fame  Injury  to  polite  Literature,  Enter 
the  Lifts  againft  him  ;  and  oblige  him  to 
give  up  a  Profeffion  which  ?2o  Wayfiiits  him^ 
and  in  which  he  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  no 
better  than  an  Alien  and  a?i  Lit  ruder. 

Till  I  have  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  you 
combat  with  your  Original^  do  you  continue- 
io  murder  the  Spanifli  'To?2gue^  and  he  the 
French  \    and  believe  vie  to  be  with  very 
great  Sincerity  and  Bfiee^n^ 

Inimitable  Sancho, 

Your  moil  humble   and 

mod  obedient  Servant, 

M.  D. 


PREFACE. 


T  Had  formed  a  Refolutlon  to  give  no  farther  An- 
*  fwer  to  the  Reproaches  of  thofc  who  envy  this 
Work  ;  the  favourable  Reception  it  meets  v^^ith  in 
the  World  makins;  me  fufEcient  Amends  for  their 
impotent  Invectives.  Neverthelcfs,  the  very  Ap- 
probation of  the  Public  forces  me  to  expofe  their 
Difingenuity  ;  being  convinced  that  all  their  At- 
tempts to  prejudice  the  Reputation  of  the  Lettres 
JuiVEs  would  be  inefFedual,  they  have  endeavoured 
to  rpit  their  Venom  at  the  Tranflator  ;  and  with 
this  View,  there  is  no  Slander  but  they  are  conti- 
nually inventing.  I  am  fenfible,  that  the  Way  to 
filence  them  would  be  to  put  a  Stop  to  the  Impref- 
fion  of  this  Work;  and  I  confefs  I  would  have  in- 
dulged them  in  that  Satisfaction,  had  it  depended 
entirely  on  my  Will.  It  is  not  to  me  that  they 
ought  to  impute  the  Continu^mce  of  a  Book  v»^hicli 
gives  them  fo  much  Difguft ;  but  to  certain  Caufes 
which  determined  mc  fpite  of  my felf.  The  Ap- 
probation of  three  difl"erent  Nations,  who  thought  fo 
favourably  of  it  as  to  make  it  their  own,  by  giving 
it  the  DreG  of  their  refpective  Languages ;  and  the 
fine  Compliments  paid  me  by  feveral  of  the  Hrlt 
Clafs  in  Learning,  made  me  go  on  whether  I  would 
or  no.  I  confefs  that  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  myfclf 
applauded  by  illuftrious  A4en,  got  the  better  of  tliC 
Uneafinefs  I  felt,  at  my  being  peftcred  by  the  im- 
pertinent Clamours  of  a  parcel  of  ignorant  Wretches, . 
Monks  and  pitiful  Scribblers. 
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I  confulted,  not  long  fince,  one  of  the  greateft 
Genius's  in  Europe^  one  whom  I  may  venture  to  call 
Apollo's  Favourite.  Tell  me  frankly^  faid  I,  in  what 
manner  I  ought  to  behave.  The  Anfwer  he  wrote 
to  me  was  as  follows:  "  Do  the  Lett  res  JuivEs 
'*  pleafeme?  Dear  Aaron^  have  not  I  told  you  fo 
*'  thirty  times?  Go  on:  I  conjure  you  to  do  it, 
"  in  the  Name  of  all  the  Philofophers,  of  all  think- 
**  ing  Men  ;  in  the  Name,  in  (hort,  of  the  whole 
<*  human  Race.  It  is  doing  a  confiderable  Service  to 
*'  Mankind  in  general,  to  give  them  fuch  whole- 
«f  fom  Advice." 

I  am  but  too  well  acquainted  with  my  own  Ina- 
bilities, to  be  captivated  by  a  Compliment  fo  much 
beyond  my  Defert,  and  therefore  afcribe  it  wholly 
to  Friendfhip,  and  not  at  all  to  the  Merit  of  my 
Writings.  The  Value  put  upon  them  by  a  learned 
Man  of  the  higheft  Reputation,  whom  I  know  no 
otherwife  than  by  the  juft  Fame  he  has  acquired, 
is  indeed  enough  to  flatter  me.  He  thought  the 
Lettres  Juives  not  altogether  unworthy  of  his 
Ferufal :  And  was  fo  complaifant  as  to  honour  them 
with  his  Approbation,  even  from  the  Centre  of  Ger- 
many  *.  1  have  met  too  with  fome  illuftrious 
Englijhmen^  who  had  the  fame  Complaifance  for 
me  as  thofe  of  France  and  Berlin.  Was  it  poflible 
for  me  to  withftand  fuch  tempting  Applaufe  r  Let 
thofe  who  are  out  of  Humour  at  the  Suocefs  of  my 
Works,  put  themfelves  in  my  Place ;  let  them  dl- 
vcft  themfelves  for  a  Moment  of  their  Prejudices, 
and  then  declare  how  I  ought  to  have  a£led. 

By  the  way,  I  am  not  difpleafed  that  the  Jefuits 
fhould  condemn  the  Lettres  Juives,  Was  I 
in  their  Place  I  would  do  the  very  fame,  but  with 

*  Defence  of  the  Critical  Hiftory  of  Manichee  nnd 
Manicheifm,  by  Mr.  de  Beaufobre,  infer  ted  in  Tome 
XXXVII.  of  the  Bibliotheque  Germanique,  p,  12. 
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this  DifFerence,    that  I  fhould  not,    at  the   fame 
Time,  have  a  Thought  of  worrying  the  Reputa- 
tion of  the  Tranflator.  If  they  perufe  the  Book  which 
they  inveigh  fo  much  againft,   they  will  not  find 
one  odious  Perfonality  in  it.     If  their  Society  is 
cenfured,  fome  of  their   Members  are  applauded. 
Father  Girard  himfelf  is  tenderly  ufed  in  it;    ten^ 
derly  ufed^  do  I  fay  ?   He  is  declared,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  innocent.     They  therefore  have  the  Liberty 
to  blame  my  Book.     It  would  be  abfurd  to  expe<5t 
that  a  Perfon  fhould  praife  a  Compofition  in  which 
his  Opinions  are  condemn'd  :  But  then  'tis  not  adl- 
ing  the  Part  of  a  Chriftian,  nor  a  Philofopher,  for 
a  Man  to  revile  his  Neighbour,  and  to  take  Revenge 
for  an  Author's  Works,  on  the  Author  himfelf.     I 
am  very  much   difpleafed,  for  Inftance,    at  thofe 
Perfoni?  who  charge  riie  with  a  Libertinifm  which 
exifts  only  in  the  Imagination  of  my  Accufers.     I 
never  had  any  other  View  than  to  cenfure  Vice, 
and  create  a  Love  for  Virtue;  and  I  believe  I  have 
always  fhewn  a  molt  fincere  Refpedl  for  what  is 
truly  commendable.     Indeed  I  give  no  Quarter  to 
Knaves  and  Hypocrites :     But  I  declare  that  this  is 
what  all  Men  of  Honour  ought  to  do  every  where, 
without  Mercy,  in  order  thereby  to  clear  all  Socie- 
ties  of  Knaves  *who  refie<5^  a  Diftionour  on  them, 
both  by  the  Depravity  of  their  Manners,  and  the 
Abfurdity  of  their  Docftrine.      If  they  call  thisy?7^^r- 
ing  at  the  ChriJIian  Religion  in  general^  they  adi  vtrv 
unfairly  ;    and  if  this  be  the  Deifm  with  which  I 
am  charged,  I  declare  it  to  be  infinitely  better  than 
the  pretended   Religion   of  my  Cenfurers,    whofe 
loofe  and  corrupt  Maxims  are  but  too  generally  au- 
thorifed. 

The  Janfenifts  have  lefs  Reafon  than  the  Jefuits 

to  rail  againft  me,  if,  by  Janfenifts,  we  mean  the 

true  Difciples  that  ftill  remain  of  the  Arnaulds  and 
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the  Pafcals,  But  the  Number  of  thefe  Is  (o  very 
inconfiderable,  that  we  fcarce  can  find  one  among 
ten  thoufand  Knaves  and  Fools,  feme  of  whom 
pretend  to  believe  in  the  Miracles  of  Abbot  Paris -y 
whilft  others  are  fo  weak  as  to  look  upon  them  as 
celeftial  Prodigies,  the  Reality  of  which  cannot 
be  doubted.  The  Approbation  of  fuch  Perfons  is 
as  prejudicial  as  the  Efteem  of  the  learned,  the 
wife,  the  virtuous,  is  profitable  and  honourable. 
For  this  Reafon  I  intreat  them  to  continue  their 
Invedlives  againft  my  Works ;  and,  in  return  for 
this  Service,  I  promife  to  maintain  for  ever,  that 
thejefuits  are  as  crafty,  as  politic,  and  as  ambitious 
as  the  Janfenifts  are  fenfelefs,  ridiculous  Fools.  I 
alfo  give  them  Leave  to  throw  out  as  many  Slan- 
ders againft  me,  as  they  daily  invent  againft  the 
Bifhops,  and  even  againft  the  Pope.  Ought  T  not 
indeed  to  congratulate  myfelf,  for  their  condefcend- 
ing  to  rank  me  with  Perfons  in  fuch  diftinguiflied 
and  exalted  Stations  ? 

As  to  thofe  underling  Writers,  thofe  vile  Infedls 
of  ParnaJJus^  I  promife  not  to  regard  any  more 
their  croaking.  Their  impotent  Cries  will  only  di- 
vert me :  And  the  Stories  they  give  out  will  pleafe 
me  as  much  as  that  did  which  I  will  now  inform 
my  Readers  of.  Some  Months  fmce,  a  learned 
Man,  who  honours  me  v/ith  his  Friendfhip ;  and, 
I  will  prefume  to  fay,  with  his  Efteem,  came  into 
Holland,  and  there  made  fome  Stay.  The  Gentle- 
man I  fpeak  of  is  a  Hero  in  Literature,  and  Mafter 
of  all  the  Sciences.  He  is  the  Rival  of  Virgil^  an 
illuftrious  Difciple  of  Newton^  and  a  famous  Hifto- 
rian.  The  Learned  at  Ainjlerdam  were  charmed 
•with  his  Acquaintance.  In  an  Entertainment 
"which  was  made  out  of  refpedl  to  him,  and  at 
which  were  feveral  learned  Men  of  all  Kinds,  the 
Lettres  Juives  were  mentioned,  My  Friend 
.1  thought 
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thought  it  proper  not  to  Jet  the  Company  know  that 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  Tranflator.  The  Cir- 
cumftance  that  fixed  him  in  this  Refolution  was,  to 
find  them  fo  much  applauded ;  and  that  thofe  who 
were  qualified  to  judge  of  their  Merit,  difcovered 
more  Indulgence  than  Severity.  But  a  certain 
whiffling  Corrector  of  the  Prefs,  probably  envying 
their  Succefs,  was  flung  to  the  Quick,  to  hear 
them  fo  much  commended.  However,  he  did  not 
venture  to  find  Fault  with  the  Letters ;  but  he  took 
his  Revenge  on  the  Author.  'Tis  no  Wonder^  fays 
he,  that  the  Writer  Jhoidd  be  fo  well  acquainted  with 
the  Manners  and  Religion  of  the  Turks :  For  in  a 
Voyage  he  made  to  Conftantinople  he  put  on  theTurban, 
My  Friend,  furprized  at  what  he  heard,  did  not  care 
to  undertake  my  Defence  openly.  After  pretend- 
ing not  to  be  acquainted  with  me,  he  was  afraid 
that,  fliould  he  efpoufe  my  Intereft  with  too  much 
Warmth,  the  Secret  would  be  unravell'd.  He 
therefore  contented  himfelf  with  obferving,  that  there 
did  not  Teem  to  be  much  Ground  for  fuch  an  Accti- 
fation.  But  all  he  could  fay  was  not  able  to  fave  my 
Foreskin  ;  the  Proof- ifainer  was  refolutely  bent  to 
circumcife  me  ;  and  doubtlefs  I  (hould  have  been  ta- 
ken for  a  Mahometan^  by  all  the  Company,  had  not 
two  Perfons,  who  alfo  were  acquainted  with  me^, 
offered  to  undergo  the  fame  Operation,  in  cafe  it 
was  true  that  I  had  fubmitted  to  it.  JVe  knoiv,  faid 
they,  the  Author  you  /peak  of,  Tou  pojfibly  may  not 
know  his  Name  ;  and  therefore^  why  ivould  you  rank 
him  among  the  Circumcifed  ?  The  Company  found 
it  a  very  difficult  Matter  for  them  to  make  tills  ob- 
Itinate,  ignorant  Creature  change  his  Opinion  ;  and 
it  was  not  till  after  the  Matter  had  been  difputed  a 
whole  Hour  that  he  owned,  it  was  not  probable  I 
I  had  been  circumcifed  :  And  all  that  he  could  i'Ay 
at  laft  was,  that  it  was  told  him  as  a  Fa^l, 
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My  Friend,  overjoyed  to  find  me  uncircumcifed, 
could  not  refift  the  ftrong  Defire  he  had  to  inform 
me  of  this  merry  Story.  Though  I  was  at  a  con- 
fiderable  Dlftance  from  Holland^  he  laid  afide  his 
own  Bufinefs,  fet  out  from  Amflerdam  ;  and  came 
and  told  me,  fmiling,  that  I  muft  prepare  to  juftify 
my  felf  again  ft  a  very  heavy  Charge.  What  is 
the  Matter^  fays  I  ?  Has  any  Body  accufed  fne  of  de- 
claring^ that  there  is  as  much  Virtue  in  Abbot  ParisV 
Clipper  as  in  the  Pope's  ?  Noy  replied  he,  //  // 
Jomething  much  worfe:  It  is  affirmed  that  you  are  cir- 
cumcifed,  Circumcifed^  fays  I  ?  Tes^  circumcifed^  faid 
my  Friend :  Tou  are  concerned  to  juftify  yourfelf. 
It  is  a  crueU  replied  I,  and  a  very  artful  Accufation, 
And  indeed  it  will  he  impojftble  for  tne  to  clear  my^ 
felf',  for  the  Pieces  neceffary  to  prove  my  Innocence  are 
as  little  fit  to  be  jhewn  as  thofe  of  the  Woman  ajfil^ed 
with  the  bloody  Flux  who  made  fo  much  Noife  among 
the  Janfenifts.  And  I  myfelf  who  have  fo  often 
laughed  at  that  pretended  Miracle^  now  find  that  it 
will  be  as  difficult  for  ?ne  to  vindicate  myfelf  as  it 
was  for  her.  Make  yourfelf  eafy^  faid  my  Friend, 
you  are  more  afraid  than  hurt.  We  have  fully  rein " 
Jlatedyou  in  your  former  Reputation  \  though  in  faSf^ 
it  would  have  been  no  Harm,  had  the  Tranflator  of 
/y^^  Lettres  JuiVES  been  really  circumcifed  \  or 
at  leaft  been  thought  fo. 

After  fuch  a  Slander  as  this,  I  believe  I  have  a 
Right  to  intreat  thofe  who  have  been  pleafed  to  ap- 
prove my  Book,  to  be  fo  good  as  to  put  the  follow- 
ing Queftions  to  any  Perfons  that  they  hear  talk  to 
my  Di  fad  vantage.  Tell  me^  pray  Sir^  whether  you 
are  no  ways  related  to  the  Sefi  of  Ignatius  ?  Has  the 
Jefuitical  Zeal  any  Influence  ov4r  your  Words  f  The 
Tranflator  of  the  Lettkes  Juiv ES  has  declared y 
that  whatever  you  fay  concerning  his  Perfon  ought  to  be 
fufpe^ed.     If  you  are  of  the  Party  oppofite  to  that  of 
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the  yefulis^  and  are  a  Folloiucr  of  Abbe  Paris,  or  a 
Dancer  and  Caperer  belonging  to  St.  Medard'i  77;^^- 
ire^  your  Tales  are  that  Sort  of  Scandal  which  ought 
abfolutely  not  to  obtain  the  leajl  Credit,  Jf  you  are 
a  mere  Stainer  of  Paper  ;  if  you  work  for  the  Cheefe- 
mongers  and  Grocers,  your  Bufmefs  is  to  revile  and 
run  down  all  Authors  who  have  the  leafi  Reputation. 
I  believe  it  will  be  neceflary  to  ask  thofe  Queftions, 
in  order  to  preferve  me  in  theEfteem  of  thofe  who, 
not  knowing  me,  might  be  prejudiced  againfl  my 
Chara£ler  and  againft  my  Morals.  With  regard  to  my 
Works,  I  am  willing  to  leave  them  to  their  own 
Judgment,  or  that  of  the  truly  Learned,  to  whofe 
Tafte  I  (hall  always  fubmit  with  infinite  Refpe6l. 
Should  they  ever  be  condemned  by  the  La  Cro/fesy 
the  Beaufobres,  Voltaires,  Montefquious,  Fontenelles, 
Popes,  Gordons,  &c.  I  (hall  look  upon  their  Deci- 
fions  as  fovereign  Decree^,  and  not  examine  what 
may  have  fuggefted  them  ;  being  certain  that  Super- 
ftition,  Hatred,  or  Jealoufy,  would  have  no  Share 
in  it. 

Some  of  my  Criticks  have  imagined  they  were 
wife  enough  to  form  a  Judgment  of  my  Book 
merely  from  the  Title  of  it  ;  and  one  of  them 
gave  the  magifterial  Decifion  following.  //  is  plain, 
from  the  bare  Title,  fays  he,  that  it  is  an  Imitation 
of  the  Perfian  Letters,  or  of  the  Turkifli  Spy.  In 
my  Opinion  that  Author  mijiakes  his  own  Intereft, 
who  attempts  to  imitate  JVorks  which  are  looked  upon 
as  perfeSf  in  their  Kind ;  for  it  is  a  thoufand  to  one 
but  he  mifcarry.  My  Readers  will  eafily  perceive 
the  Falfity  of  this  Criticifm.  I  believe  that  no 
Book  can  be  ipore  unlike  than  mine  is  to  thofe  which 
it  is  faid  to  imitate.  It  was  never  my  Defign  tQ 
write  indirect  Panegyricks,  vifibly  calculated  in  or- 
der to  obtain  Pay  and  Rewards,  fuch  as  thofe  are 
which  are  frequently  proftituted  in  the  pretended 

Turkijh 
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Turkijh  Spy;  and  I  never  intended  to  draw  only  in- 
genious Figures  of  the  perpetual  Mifdemeanors  of 
Mankind,  as  are  thofe  of  the  pretended  Perfian 
Letters.  My  fole  Aim,  I  again  declare  it,  has  been  to 
condemn  Vice;  to  create  a  Love  for  Virtue ;  to 
deftroy  Superftition,  if  poffible  j  and  to  infpire  Love 
for  the  Sciences ;  a  Veneration  for  great  Men  ;  an 
Abhorrence  for  Knaves  and  Impoftors  ;  and  aRefpCifl 
for  Princes  and  Magiftrates.  So  far  therefore  from 
confidering  myfelf  as  having  copied  any  other  Au- 
thor, it  is  my  Opinion  that  I  have  opened  a  nev7 
Field  for  Imitation  ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  that 
fome  bad  Copies  of  my  Work  will  foon  be  pub- 
liflied. 


Second 
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of  VOL.  V. 

T  O 

Mafter   NICHOLAS^ 

Barber  to  the  illuftrious 

'Don  ^iixot  de  la  Mancha^ 

Mafter  Nicholas, 

ICannct  exprefs  the  Pleafure  I  take  in  this 
Opportunity  to  dedicate  a  Volume  of  the 
Lettres  Juives  to  you.  Tou  make 
fo  confpicuous  a  Figure  in  the  inimitable  Romance 
of  Michael  de  Cervantes,  that  after  having 
affured  your  illujirious  Friend  Don  Quixot  dnd 
Sancho  Panca,  of  my  Attachment  and  Refpe^ 
for  them^  1  could  not  excufe  myfelf  from  giving 
you  the  fame  Tefimonies  of  7ny  EJleem  and 
Friendfhip,  I  had  fo  long  waited  for  a  fair  Op^ 
portunity  of  doing  this^  that  I  almoft  defpairedof 

it 
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it  when  a  certain  ^ack  I)o5!or  lately  came  (as 
good  Luck  would  have  it)  and  offered  me  one  5 
and  I  inftantly  ohferved  fo  wonderful  a  Refem- 
hlance  hetvoeen  you^  that  it  was  a  true  Pleafure 
to  me  to  let  you  know  it. 

For  your  Fart ^  you  was  hut  a  por^  aukwardy 
Country  Barber  at  heft  ;  and  he  was  hut  one  of 
thofe  unhappy  ^acks,  who,  hy  their  little  Pack- 
ets of  Fowder,  and  their  Vials  of  Effence,  are 
juft  able  to  keep  Life  and  Soul  together. 

2''gu  afterwards  raifed yourfelf  to  the  Rank  of 
c  Prater,  though  God  knows  one  that  is  ignorant 
enough  :  And  he  made  himfelf  one  of  thofe  itine- 
rant Affaffms,  whom  the  angry  Fates  permit  to 
live  as  the  Scourges  of  Mankind  •,  and  who,  by 
the  Aid  of  forne  wretched  Certificates  and  Fa- 
tents,  impofe  on  the  Credulity  of  Fools-,  and 
murder  with  Impunity  moft  of  thofe  who  are  fo 
ftupid  as  to  put  themf elves  into  their  Hands, 

Tour  Balfom  of  Sir  Fierabras  ufed  to  make 
your  Friend  Sane  ho  puke  moft  grievoufly  ;  and 
the  Medicines  of  your  worthy  Imitator  feldom 
fail  to  make  moft  of  the  Patients,  whom  he  ei- 
iher  forces,  or  who  are  fo  filly  as  to  put  them- 
felves  into  his  Hands,   to  give  up  the  Ghoft. 

Weary  of  ftjaving  the  Beards  of  Clowns, 
and  of  applying  Flaifters  every  now  and  then  to 
their  Sores,  you  gave  yourfelf  up  boldly  to  the 
noble  Fury  of  fcowring  the  Country  ;  and  having 
couragioufly  undertaken  to  judge  of  the  Grievances^ 
and  redrefs  Injuries,  it  proved  fo  fatal  to  you^ 
that  you  was  feWd  to  the  Ground  in  the  very  firfb 

Onfeti 
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Onfet:  And  your  faithful  Imitator  the  Mount  e- 
hanki  quite  tired  with  killing  People^  or  rather 
difgujied  to  find  no  more  that  would  he  difpatched 
after  his  manner^  took  it  into  his  Head  to  fet  up 
for  an  Author  ;  hut  he  was  fuch  a  Sinner  that 
he  was  as  unfuccefsful  in  that  Province  as  you  in 
your  Knight  Errantry,  He  is  daily  banged  and 
buffet ed'y  fo  that^  in  all  Probability^  the  poor 
Fellow  will  foon  be  like  you  in  every  Refpeul, 
Weary  to  fee  himfelf  kicked  and  cuffed  about ^  he 
will  quit  the  Republic  of  Letters^  and  mount  the 
Stage  again :  And  if  this  does  not  anfwer^  he 
will  turn  Smell-feajl ;  fneak  into  fome  good  Kitch- 
en,  and  there  take  up  his  garters,  where  it 
will  be  as  difficult,  at  leaft,  to  diflodge  him,  as 
it  was  formerly  to  get  Sancho  Panca  out  of  the 
Kitchen  of  the  wealthy  Gamache.     I  am. 


Mafter  Nicholas 

Your  mod  humble,  and 
mod  obedient  Servant, 


M.  D. 


PREFACE. 

By  the  Same. 


IN    the  Conclufion  of  my  laft  Preface  I  really 
prophefied,  that  foine  had  Copies  of  my  Work 
would  foon  appear:  Accordingly  there  are  na 
lefs  than  two  come  out  at  one  Time,  but  that 
I  may  not  tire   my  Readers  to  no  Purpofe,  1  fhall 
fay  but  a  Word  or  two  of  each. 

I.  The  firft  is  entitled.  Anecdotes  HiJloricaU 
Gay^  and  Literary ;  a  Title  engaging  and  curious 
enough  indeed,  but  that  is  all  ;  for  it  is  nothing 
more  than  a  wretched  Colledion  of  thread-bare 
Stories,  ridiculous  and  imaginary  Adventures,  and 
of  Perfonalities  frequently  as  falfe  as  they  are  fcan- 
dalous :  The  whole  written  in  fuch  a  pitiful  Man- 
ner that,  among  other  ExprcfTions,  People  arey^/W 
to  have  their  Clothes  brujVd^  in  order  to  appear  at 
Court*  :  And  I  {hould  have  been  far  from  making 
the  leaft  Mention  of  fo  contemptible  a  Piece,  if 
fome  Readers  of  litile  Judgment,  and  a  moft  de- 
praved Tafte,  had  not  difgraced  me  fo  much  as  to 
afcribe  it  to  me;  and,  if  unluckily  for  me,  a  Com- 
pliment of  my  Letters  had  not  been  tacked  to  it, 
which  is  calculated  much  rather  to  difparage  than  to 

do  me  Honour. 

II.  The  fecond  is  entitled,  A  Correfpondence  hi/- 
torical,  phi/ofophical,  and  critical^  between  Ariflus^ 

*  Anecdotes,  ^om,  I.  pag.  154. 

Lyfander, 
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Lyfander,  and  feme  other  Friends,  by  Way  of  An- 
fwer  to  the  Jewifli  Letters;  written,  as  they  fay, 
by  a  CJub  of  hungry,  mercenary  Scriblers,  who 
are  kept  in  Pay  for  that  purpofe  by  a  certain  Book- 
feller  at  the  Hague.  Be  this  as  it  will,  it  is  a  peri- 
odical Work  like  mine  *  ;  and,  as  if  the  Authors 
did  not  know  where  to  fearch  for  Materials  to  fill 
it,  they  faften  every  Poft,  upon  two  or  three  Sub- 
jects of  one  of  my  Letters  ;  and  paraphrafe  them 
almoft  as  judicioufly  as  the  Interpreters  of  Arijiotle^ 
or  the  Commentators  on  the  Revelations.  This  I 
will  prove  by  two  or  three  remarkable  Examples  ; 
without  putting  myfelf  to  the  Trouble  of  follow- 
ing thofe  Gentlemen  farther  in  their  wild  Criticifms, 
and  tiring  the  Readers  by  needlefs  Repetitions. 

I.  The}/  appear  fuch  mere  Novices  in  the  efla- 
blifhed  Cufioms,  that  they  afcribe  to  me,  as  a  real 
Crime,  what  is  but  a  mere  Jell-,  and  received  in 
general  by  every  Perfon  who  underftands  any  thing 
of  Di<5^ion  ;  and  that  they  exclaim  againft  my  en- 
deavouring, Vainly  to  reflet  a  Dijhonour  on  the  Ci^ 
vilians^  by  calling  them  debonnaire  Husbands  f .  Can 
any  Argument  be  {q  filly  as  this  !  Is  it  difhonouring 
Cujas.,  Bartholusy  du  Moulin,  to  aflert  that  the 
Rights  and  Privileges  which  are  allowed  to  Women 
who  feparate  themfelves  from  their  Husbands,  are 
too  great  and  too  ex  ten  five  ?  If  I  have  refleCkd  a 
Difhonour  on  the  Civilians,  in  calling  them  debon^ 
naire  Husbands^  the  illuftrious  Boilcau  has  confe- 
quently  refiedted  on  all  the  Men  in  Paris  ;  for  I 
find  in  his  XthSatyr,the  fame  Thought  exprefledin 
infinitely  Itronger  Terms  than  mine. 

*  Note,  the  Lettres  Juives  were  firft  publlfhed  in 
llollatid  in  feme  loofe  Papers  Weekly,  like  our  Tailers, 
SpeSiators^   Sec. 

+   Correfpondence  I. 

^' Haji 
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**  Hajl  thou  forgo ty  that  her  Confenfs  requir'd? 

**  And  canji  thou  think  Jhe  eafily  will  quit 

*'  The  dear  Pleafure  of  perfecuting  thee, 

*'  Her  Lawyer  wielding  foon^  for  her^  his  Pen^ 

**  Will  Jhew  thee  a  whole  Volume  of  her  Claims. 

*'  For.,    BY   THE   Laws    receiv'd   by    th^ 

ParifiaiiSy 
''  Men    of    kind    Natures,    And    gooi> 

Christian  Husbands, 
**  A  Wife  s  Pretenfions  are  unli?mted.'' 

Boileau  mufl  confequently  be  more  guilty  than  L 
It  is  really  Pity  that  the  Cottins  and  the  Pradons,  in 
their  Critiques  on  the  Compofitions  of  that  great  Po-s- 
ct,  did  not  get  the  Start  in  this  Rerpe6t,  of  Mr, 
Nicholas  and  his  Collegues,  and  furnifh  them  with 
fo  judicious  and  fenfible  a  Remark. 

II.  The  fecond  Thing  which  thefe  judicious 
Cenfors  reproach  me  with  is,  my  calling  the  Chrif- 
tians  by  the  Name  of  Nazareens.  He  gives  us,  fay 
they,  this  Title,  imagining  that  it  Jiings  us  to  the 
^ick.  But  as  Jefus  Chrifi  ajfumed  it^  we  cannot 
hut  think  it  an  Honour  to  us  *.  What  fine  reafon- 
ing  have  we  here  !  I  really  fhould  be  tempted  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  Perfons  in  queftion  have  never  read 
any  Book  but  the  Chrijlian  Pedagogue,  or  Paradife 
opened  to  Philagius.  Were  they  ever  fo  little  ac- 
quainted with  Books,  they  would  know  that,  in  all 
Works  writ,  or  fuppofed  to  be  writ,  by  xhQ  Levan- 
tine Authors,  the  Chriftians  are  commonly  called 
Nazareens,  'Among  ten  thoufand  Examples  I  could 
quote,  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  that  which  I 
find  in  the  Spy  at  the  Court  of  Chrijlian  Princes. 
It  may  ferve  as  a  good  Leflbn  to  Mr.  Nicholas  and 
his  Brethren.      /  do  not  love  Libels,    fays  the  pre- 

*  Corre/pendence  I. 

tended 
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tended  Majfulman'^,  nor  do^  I  care  to  /peak  irre^ 
verently  of  crowned  Heads  ;  but  the  Nazarenes 
are  fojlupid^  that  they  force  me  to  fay  what  I  do  :  I 
never  Jaw  fuch  Fooh  in  my  Life.  Let  the  Critics 
reile(fl  on  this  Paflage,  in  order  that,  if  they  ever 
read  a  Book  in  which  the  Word  Nazareen  occurs, 
they  may  not  make  themfelves  ridiculous,  by  throw- 
ing out  fuch  monkifh,  pedantic  Reflections.  I  alfo 
will  inform  them,  that  the  Name  of  Nazareen^  fo 
far  from  being  confidered  as  a  Term  of  Reproach 
in  the  Levant^  is,  on  the  contrary,  there  thought 
to  be  more  noble  than  that  of  Chriftian  ;  and  that, 
in  all  the  Treaties  made  between  the  Porte  and 
France,  the  King  has  the  Title,  of  Chief  of  the 
Sovereign  Kings  of  the  Nazareen  Faith.  Will  Maf- 
ter  Nicholas  and  his  Collegues  fay,  that  the  Ottoman 
Court  means  to  affront  France  by  ufing  fuch 
anExpreflion?  If  they  did  but  talk  fo  impertinent- 
ly, I  do  not  doubt  but  there  would  immediately  flart 
up  fome  filly  Capuchin,  who  would  fancy  he  re- 
turned a  very  witty  Anfwer,  in  faying,  that  as 
Chrifi  went  by  the  Name  of  Nazareen,  the  French 
cannot  but  think  it  an  Honour, 

III.  I  know  not  whether  a  Fondnefs  for  the  En- 
thufiafm  of  Mary  Alacoque^  prompted  my  Critics 
to  intereft  themfelves  in  her  Favour  ;  but  obferve 
how  falfely  and  ridiculoufly  they  endeavour  to  de- 
fend her  Hiftorian.  7 he  Author  of  the  Myftical 
Life  of  Mary  Alacoque,  has  committed  a  Fault  al- 
together unworthy  of  her  and  her  CharaSicr.  He  has 
owned  it.  So  much  Htwiility  is  feldom  found  in  a 
Prelate,  He  will  never  get  a  Cardinal's  Cap,  Will 
not  this  he  Punijh?ne7it  fuffcient  F  He  luould  have 
been  to  blame  if  he  had  boajled  his  being  the  Author 
of  fuch  a  Book,  If  he  thought  it  rather  an  Honour, 
what  occafion  was  there  to  feize  all  the  Copies  of  it 

•  Tome  II.  Letter  xc.  pag,  300. 
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as  was  done ^  in  order  that  not  one  might  he  feen.in 
Public  f  No  Body  that  perufes  this  PaiTage  but 
would  fairly  conclude,  that  the  Archbiftiop  of  Sens 
himfelf  endeavoured  to  fupprefs  his  own  Book. 
However,  this  is  fuch  a  Falfity  as  deferves  no  other 
Confutation  than  good  Father  Valerian's  mentirls 
impudentijftjne  ;  and  has  no  better  Authority  than 
the  Critique  Cenfure  pafled  upon  me  five  or  fix 
Lines  after,  vi-z.  of  7ny  examining  Matters  fuperfi- 
daily  ;  and  7ny  infijling  on  the  Folly  of  one  Prelate^ 
in  order  to  condemn  others.  This  fecond  Lie  is  ftill 
more  impudent  than  the  former,  ftnce  in  all  this  Paf- 
fage  no  more  7nention  is  made  of  the  Prelates^  than  of 
the  Imams  of  Mecca.  The  Reader  may  eafily  fee 
the  Truth  of  this;  and  I  will  venture  to  take  a 
dreadful  Oath  on  this  Occafion,  viz.  that  if  I  im- 
pofe  upon  him  in  it,  J  will  give  him  Leave  to  fup- 
pofe  me  to  be  as  great  a  Liar,  and  as  filly  a  Writer 
as  my  Critics. 

IV.  They  exclaim  againft  me  for  faying  that  the 
French  are  not  allowed  to  write  on  great  Subjects ; 
but  that  a  Metaphyftcian  muji  fuit  his  Philofophy  to 
the  Politics  of  the  State,  and  the  Chimeras  of  the  Fri" 
ars,  "  A  Philofopher,  reply  my  Cenfurers,  can- 
*'  not  fuit  his  Philofophy  to  the  Maxims  of  the 
<'  State,  till  he  has  firft  accommodated  it  to  Reafon. 
<^  In  following  its  Principles,  we  fhall  never  write 
*'  any  Thing  that  may  caufe  it  to  be  excommuni- 
*'  cated,  or  punifhed  by  the  fecular  Arm."  I  will 
immediately  prove  my  pretended  Critics  to  be  not 
only  the  moft  ignorant,  but  even  the  moft  impu- 
dent of  Mankind.  I  would  ask  them  whether  Ga- 
lileo  was '  a  great  Man,  in  following  the  Principles 
of  Reafon  ?  I  am  fure  they  dare  not  deny  this.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  what  was  his  Fate  ?  No  Perfon  is  igno* 
rant,  unlefs  perhaps  my  Critics,  that  when  he  was 
very  ancient  he  was  thrown  into  the  Inquifition,  and 

there 
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there  confined  a  very  long  Time,  and  all  this  for  ha- 
ving demonftrated  a  Truth  which  is  now  allowed  um- 
verfolly.  Did  not  the  Parliament  of  Paris  in  1 624, 
banifh  three  learned  Men  for  ever  from  its  Jurif- 
di6tion,  for  prefuming  to  maintain' fome  Pofitions 
contrary  to  the  Opinions  of  Ariftotle  ?  And  even 
in  the  Reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  that  Reign  fo  much 
cried  up  for  its  great  Learning,  did  not  that  fame 
Parliament,  on  the  Remonjlrances  of  the  Sorbonne, 
publifti  a  Decree,  purporting,  That  no  Perfon  could 
inveigh  agaitjfi  the  Principles  of  Ariltotle'j  Philofo- 
phy  without  inveighing^  at  the  fafne  time,  againjl  thofe 
§f  the  DoSlrine  of  the  Church  f  Is  not  this  rendering 
Perfons  liable  to  he  excommunicated,  and  punijhed  by 
the  fecular  Arm  ?  Had  my  Critics  given  themfelves 
the  Trouble  to  perufe  thefe  PafTages  in  a  Letter  of 
this  Volume  *,  they  pofTibly  would  not  have  advan- 
ced this  trifling,  ridiculous  Maxim,  viz.  that  infol- 
lowing  the  Principles  of  true  Metaphyftcks,  wejhall 
never  write  any  Thing  that  may  fubjeSl  us  to  be  ex^ 
£om?nunicatedy  or  punijhed  by  the  fecular  Arm,  But 
without  going  far  for  Examples,  they  had  one  be- 
fore their  Eyes,  in  that  very  Jew's  Letter  which 
they  pretended  to  criticife.  I  even  do  not  doubt 
but  that  they  were  fenfible  how  much  it  made 
againft  them ;  that  they  omitted  it  purpofely  ;  and 
that  they  thereby  are  equally  as  guilty  of  Knavery 
as  of  Ignorance.  Here  follows  the  Example  I  mean, 
which  is  decifive  in  the  prefent  Point  in  Queftion* 
*'  That  famous  Des  Cartes,  whofe  Philofophy  thou 
**  haft  read  with  fo  much  Pleafure,  was  forced  to 
**  retire  far  into  the  North,  whither  he  was  never- 
**  thelcfs  purfued  by  Monkifh  Ignorance  and  Ha- 
*'  tred  ;  and  though  he  is  dead,  they  attack  him 
*'  daily."  How  came  it  that  my  Cenfurers  did  not 
t  ake  Notice  of  this  Particular?  To  this  Example  of 
*  Letter  CLXXIX. 

Des 
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Des  Cartes  let  us  add  thofe  of  all  the  great  Philofo- 
phers  to  whom  France  has  given  Birth.  How  vio- 
lently was  Gajfendi  perfecuted  ?  Could  the  Clergy 
have  had  their  Wills,  they  would  have  burnt  him 
twenty  times  over ;  for  his  Di/fertatiotis  againjl  Ari- 
itotleraifed  the  whole  theological  PofTeagainft  him. 
Bernier^  the  Difciple  of  that  great  Man,  was  treated 
as  an  Heretic  ;  and  it  cofl:  him  a  deal  of  Pains  be- 
fore he  could  clear  himfelf  with  regard  to  the  Charge 
brought  againft  him.  Locke  was  not  perfecuted  per- 
fonally  in  France^  the  Reafon  of  which  is  natural, 
he  lived  in  London :  But  were  not  almoft  all  his 
Works  feverely  prohibited  throughout  the  Kingdom 
of  France  f  and  are  they  not  fo  ftill  ?  Would  a 
Bookfeller  dare  to  offer  to  Perufal  his Ejfay  on  Human 
Under/ianding^  an  admirable  Work,  of  which  pro- 
bably my  Critics  know  nothing  more  than  the  Title 
and  Cover  ?  Such  being  the  Treatment  which  Phi- 
lofophy  meets  with  in  France^  I  confequently  had 
Reafon  to  aflert,  that  the  French  are  not  allowed  ta 
write  on  great  Subje^s ;  hut  that  a  Metaphyjictan. 
mujl  fuit  his  Phllofophy  to  the  Politics  of  the  State^ 
and  the  Chimeras  of  the  Friars. 

I  Ihall  not  carry  my  Reflexions  farther,  they  be- 
ing fufficient,  not  only  to  ihew  the  Injuftice  and 
Knavery  of  my  pretended  Critics,  but  even  to  ju- 
ftify  me  in  the  Opinion  of  all  Men  of  Learning  and 
Candor;  which  was  the  fole  Motive  of  my  writing; 
this  Preface, 
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IT  is  now  a  Week,  my  dear  Monceca^  fiiice  my 
arrival   in  Africa.     I   had  a   very   propitious 
Voyage  from  Lisbon  to  Algiers  \  and  tlie  Winds, 
after  detaining  me  fome  Time  in  Portugal^  at 
jaft  indulged  my  Deiire. 

This  City  is  built  in  the  Form  of  an  Amphithe- 
atre, and  ftands  at  the  Foot  of  a  Mountain.  The 
Profpe«Sl  of  it  from  the  Sea  is  pleafmg  ;  but  no  fooner 
is  the  Spectator  come  on  Shore,  but  he  forms  a  very 
different  Idea  of  the  Pl^ce.  Mod  of  theHoufesare  low 
andof  a  very  unpleafmgStrucSlure;  and  the  Streets  arc 
A'ery  narrow  and  dirty.  Algiers,  if  not  fo  large, would 
appear  juft  like  the  poor  Villages  in  tlie  Road  froni 
Turin  to  Lyons.  I  do  not  know  on  what  Autlio- 
rity  Moreri  relies,  when  he  tells  us  that  there  arc 
magnificent  Palaces  in  this  City.  The  fined  Houfcs 
there  are  infinitely  lefs  fplendid  than  tlie  moft  indif- 
ferent Houfes  in  Europe.  To  figure  to  yourfdf  a 
juft  Idea  of  the  Dey's  Palace,  you  inuft  fuppoic 
Vol.  V.  B  lour 
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four  or  five  large  Taverns,  half  tottering,  all  thrown 
into  one.  The  Pier  is  the  only  Edifice  worthy  of 
our  Curiofity.  At  the  End  of  it  a  noble  Tower  is 
built,  which  ferves  as  a  Light-houfe.  It  is  of  a 
confiderable  Height,  and  well  fortiiied  with  Cannon; 
the  Turks  having  improved  the  Fortifications  of  it 
fince  the  laft  Bombardment.  The  Alger'mes  flatter 
tliemfelves  that  this  Tower  will  fecure  them  from 
any  future  Infult  of  the  like  Nature  \  becaufe  Ships 
cannot  now  advance  near  enough  to  the  City,  to 
bombard  it,  without  running  the  Hazard  of  being 
funk  by  the  Batteries  on  the  Pier.  But  the  Euro-, 
peans  who  are  here  declare,  that  the  Alger'mes  build 
upon  very  fantaflic  Hopes ;  and  that  their  new 
Works  could  have  no  other  EfFetfl,  than  to  render 
a  Bombardment  not  quite  {<^  eafy  an  Attempt  as 
before. 

The  People  who  bear  Sway  in  Algiers  are  not  the 
Africans^  who,  on  the  contrary,  are  extremely  fub- 
niiiTive  to,  and  properly  the  Slaves  of  the  European 
Turks.  The  old  Inhabitants  of  the  Country  are 
under  a  moil:  cruel  Government ;  and  there  is  a 
wide  Difterence  between  the  Algerines  called  Moors^ 
and  thofe  called  Turks.  Perhaps  thou  mayeft  not 
be  difpleafed  if  I  inform  thee  of  the  Caufe  of  this 
Diftinciion  (as  it  was  told  me)  made  between 
People  born  in  the  fame  Country,  and  profefTing  the 
■fame  Religion. 

When  Africa  was  entirely  Mahommedan^  thofe 
who  are  called  Moors^  and  who  were  then  the  foie 
Inhabitants  of  it,  at  the  fame  Time  that  they 
changed  their  Religion,  enjoyed  the  fupreme  Com- 
mand in  their  own  Country  ;  and  fo  far  from  be- 
ing fubjedt  to  Foreigners,  they  atchieved  mighty 
Conquefts  in  Europe^  and  even  invaded  the  greateft 
Part  0^  Spain.  A  long  Series  of  Years  afcer  thefe 
Conquefts,  feveral  Turks  of  the  Levant  came  and 

fettled 


Let.i6i.     ?"&  Jewish  Spy.  3 

fettled  on  the  Coaft  of  Barhary^  where  they  met 
with  the  more  favourable  Reception.  As  the  Mo:rs^ 
by  their  crofling  into  Spain,  had  greatly  diminiflied 
the  Number  of  their  Forces  ;  the  Inhabitants  were 
vaftly  glad  to  compenfate  for  this  Lofs  by  the  Ar- 
rival of  thefe  new  ones.  Their  Numbers  increafed 
by  infenfible  Degrees ;  when  at  laft,  finding  them- 
felves  ftrong  enough  to  feize  upon  the  Government, 
they  made  an  Infurredlion,  poflefled  themfelves  of  all 
the  Authority,  appointed  a  King  or  Dey  of  their 
own  Nation  ;  and  left  the  ancient  Africans  no  mort! 
than  an  empty  Shadow  of  Liberty,  They  added 
Contempt  to  their  Severity,  and  enai51;ed  a  Law, 
by  which  it  is  enjoined,  that  any  Moor^  wlio  pre- 
fumes  fo  much  as  to  threaten  a  Turk,  ihall  have  his 
FLind  cut  ofF,  and  be  put  to  Death.  The  Turks 
in  the  Levant  think  it  a  Difhonour  to  marry  into 
a  Moorijh  Family  ;  and  it  may  be  afjirm'd,  tiiat 
they  fliew  as  much  Averfion  to  them,  as  the  AV^- 
zarenes  do  to  our  Nation. 

When  the  Africans  were  totally  drove  out  of 
Spain,  and  obliged  to  return  to  their  native  Coun- 
try, they  befought  the  Turks,  who  were  now  pof- 
fefs'd  of  it,  to  fuffer  them  'to  make  it  their  Afyiutn. 
This  being  granted,  they  fubmitted  to  the  fame 
Conditions  with  their  Countrvmen  who  had  been 
fubdued  ;  and  thought  themfelves  happy  in  being 
able  to  be  indulged  a  fecure  Retreat,  though  the 
Terms  upon  which  it  wa.^  granted  were  very  fevere. 
The  Turks  have  preferved  all  their  Authority  fince 
this  Change;  they  being  pofTefs'd  of  all  the  prin- 
cipal Employments  in  the  State,  and  abfolute  Maf- 
ters  of  the  Government.  As  the  A^oors  are  much 
more  numerous  than  thofe,  thev  very  frequently  fend 
for  a  great  Number  of  Families  from  the  Levant^ 
to  fupply  the  Place  of  fuch  Turkijh  ones  as  were  juit 
before  extin<£l ;  fo  that  the  ancient  Inhabitants  of 
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the  Country  cannot  entertain  the  ieaft  Hopes  of  ever 
being  able  to  recover  their  former  Prerogatives. 
One  would  even  conclude  that  they  had  loft  all  the 
Remembrance  of  it;  and  that  they  are  now  entire- 
ly habituated  to  their  State  of  Slavery.  Befides, 
they  are  Maflers  of  fo  little  Courage,  that  they 
would  never  prefume  to  employ  Force,  to  recover 
their  Liberty.  An  hundred  Turh  would  beat  two 
thou  fan d  Afoors,  and  attack  them  at  once  with  the 
utmoft  Intrepidity.  Thus,  as  the  Turks  are  fo 
flrongly  perfuaded  of  the  Cowardice  of  the  Moors, 
and  the  Moors  of  the  prodigious  Valour  of  the  Turh, 
thefe  govern  the  others  with  the  greatefl  Eafe,  and 
enjoy  a  defpotic  Sway. 

Though  all  the  Kingdom  of  Algiers,  whether 
Turks  or  Moors^  call  themfeives  Subjects  to  the  Grand 
Signior,  we  neverthelefs  may  confider  this  State 
as  a  free  Republic,  whofe  Government  refides 
wholly  within  itfelf.  The  Turks  ele6l  their  Dey  ; 
and  how  firongly  foever  he  may  be  protefted  by 
the  Grand  Signior,  they  yet  will  dethrone  him  ;  and 
even  flrangle  him,  whenever  they  are  inclined  to, 
or  imagine  they  have  a  jult  Caufe  for  it.  The  T)ty 
docs  not  enjoy  entirely  a  fupreme  Power  ;  but  is 
obliged,  in  fuch  Matters  as  are  effeatial  to  the  Go- 
vernment, to  a(St  in  Conformity  to  the  Decifions  of 
the  Divan,  which  tranfads  the  principal  Aft'airs. 
This  Council  is  compofed  of  the  chief  Inhabitants 
of  the  City. 

The  Dey's  Power  is  not  limited  with  Regard  to 
particular  Perfons.  He  may,  without  having  Re- 
courfe  to  Forms  of  Law,  behead  the  firft  Men  of 
the  Kingdom.  Some  of  thefe  Deys  are  exceeding- 
ly free  in  the  Ufe  of  this  Power ;  efpecially  if  they 
are  apprehenfive  of  a  Sedition,  or  want  to  poflefs 
the  Wealth  of  fome  Grandee.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  cruel  Executions,  \^x^  few  Deys  but  one 
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Time  or  other  come  to  a  fatal  End.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  African  States  bears  a  Refcmblance  to 
that  of  ancient  Rome  ;  the  Soldiers  are  as  infDlent 
and  wavering  as  the  Roman  Legions  j  and  moil  of 
the  Algerine  Sovereigns  imitate  Caligula^  Ncro^  and 
Diochjtan. 

As  it  is  Guilt  that  generally  raifes  the  Deys  to 
the  Throne,  it  commonly  drives  them  from  it.  A 
Prince  reigns  no  longer  in  Africa^  than  till  fome 
Man  rifes  up,  who,  at  the  Hazard  of  his  Life,  un- 
dertakes to  murder  him.  Three  or  four  Perfons 
have  often  been  feen  to  confpireagainll  the  Monarch, 
and  afTaflinate  him  in  the  Midft  of  his  Army,  with- 
out its  having  the  lead  Knowledge  of,  or  expelling 
any  fuch  Confpiracy.  A  furprizing  Circumftance 
is,  this  fame  Army  has  been  feen  to  recognize  one 
of  the  Murderers  for  its  Sovereign  ;  which  Revolu- 
tion has  been  brought  about  with  as  little  Difturb- 
ance,  as  if  only  the  meaneft  Wretch  had  been  be- 
reaved of  Life. 

Amur  AT  H,  Dey  of  Tunis^  had  exercifed  the 
moft  unheard-of  Cruelties  in  his  Kingdom  ;  and, 
unhappily  for  his  Subjects,  he  had  always  been  fo 
fortunate  as  to  difcover  the  Confpiracies  that  had 
been  form'd  againft  him.  Thefe  Difcoverjes  were 
followed  by  the  moft  cruel  Executions,  in  which 
the  Innocent  frequently  fufFered  with  the  Guilty. 
He  facrificed  to  his  Suspicions  fuch  as  he  imagined 
were  not  entirely  devoted  to  him.  Ibrahim^  Aga 
of  the  Spahis,  refolved,  fingly,  to  complcat  an  At- 
tempt which  had  (o  often  mifcarried  ;  and  without 
communicating  his  Defign  to  any  Perfon.  The 
Dey  having  fet  out  from  Tunis,  at  the  Head  of  his 
Army,  to  go  and  give  Battle  to  the  Moors  of  the 
Mountains  i  Ibrabi?n,  whilft  he  was  on  his  fecond 
Day's  March,  took  the  Inftant  when  that  Prince 
was  in  his  Coach,    and  ftoped  by  a  fmall  River  ; 
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and  difcharged  a  Musket,  loaded  with  feveral  Bul- 
lets at  him.  TJie  Dey  happened  to  be  only  (light- 
ly wounded  on  this  Occafion  j  but  Mahommed^  the 
Dey's  Favourite,  who  was  in  the  Coach,  loft  his 
J/ife.  Amurath  endeavouring  to  jump  out  of  the 
Coach,  in  order  to  revenge  himfelf  that  Moment, 
his  Robe  was  entangled  in  the  Coach-door,  where- 
by he  fell  down,  which  gave  Ibrahim  an  Opportu- 
nity of  ftriking  ofF  his  Head  with  his  Sabre.  Dur- 
ing this  whole  Action,  which  lafted  half  a  quarter 
of  an  Hour  at  leaft,  the  Dey's  Guards,  who  were 
far  from  expecting  fuch  a  Scene,  did  but  look  on, 
without  once  ofFering  to  affift  their  Sovereign.  Only 
one  Turk^  after  all  the  reft  had  forfaken  their  Prince, 
attempted  to  defend  him,  and  fired  a  Piftol  at  Ibra- 
him.  But  the  Inftant  he  perceived  the  Dey  was 
dead,  he  Hed  ;  and  endeavoured  to  fave  himfelf  from 
the  Anger  of  the  new  \^zy^  who  never  fails  to  pro- 
\t&.  the  Murderers  of  his  Predeceflbr,  as  he  owes 
iiis  Throne  to  them. 

It  even  happens  very  often,  that  the  Crown  is 
placed  on  the  Head  of  the  Murderer,  as  it  was  on 
the  prefent  Occafion,  Ibrahim  being  recognized 
Dey,  and  enjoying,  in  this  Manner,  the  Fruits  of 
his  Guilt.  I'he  Fate  his  Predeceflbr  had  met  with, 
proved  to  him  how  uncertain  his  own  was.  Ex- 
perience taught  him,  that  the  fame  Guilt  which 
had  raifed  him  to  the  Throne  might  as  eafily  force 
Iiirn  from  it:  For  wijich  Reafon  he  endeavoured 
to  infpire  the  Turks  with  different  Ideas  of  Glory  ; 
and  to  make  them  fenfible,  that  it  is  juft  and  glo- 
rious in  Subje(5ts  to  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  Power,  in  order  to  prefcrve  the  Life  of 
their  Sovereign.  Soon  after  this,  the  Turk^  who 
had  fired  the  Piftol,  was  brought  before  him,  when 
every  one  was  perfuaded  that  he  would  have  put 
him  to  a  very  cruel  Death.     However,    the  new 
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Dey,  fo  far  from  giving  Orders  for  this  Purpofe, 
received  him  with  a  finiling  Countenance,  fay- 
ing, that  he  did  not  confider  Things  in  the  fame 
Light  with  other  People ;  that  he  efteemed  him 
infinitely,  for  having  i'o  zealouHy  defended  his  So- 
vereign, to  whom  he  had  fo  many  Obligations ;  and^ 
defiring  the  Favour  of  his  Friendfhip,  appointed 
him  Aga  *. 

Were  we  to  read,  dear  Monceca,  (o  generous  an 
A6lion  in  a  Latin  Author,  we  fhould  give  it  the 
deferved  Applaufe;  it  would  be  publillied  all  over 
Europe  3  and  be  propofed  as  a  Model,  in  fuch  Books 
as  might  be  wrote  for  the  Education  of  a  Prince. 
But  happening  in  a  barbarous  Country,  and  being 
performed  by  a  Monarch  who  is  very  little  known, 
it  will  be  buried  in  eternal  Oblivion,  in  cafe  fome 
Perfon,  a  true  Lover  of  Merit,  in  what  Country 
foever  it  may  be  found,  does  not  tranfmit  it  to  Pof- 
terity,  I  will  grant,  dear  Ahnccca,  that  poiiibly 
the  generous  Pardon  granted  by  Ibrahim  did  not  re- 
fult  fo  much  from  Greatnefs  of  Soul,  as  from  a  po- 
litical View  of  winning  over  other  Subjects  to  his 
Party  ;  and  of  preparing  himfelf  a  Defence  againft 
any  Perfon  who  might  prefume  to  take  away  his 
Life.  But  whatever  might  be  the  Motive  of  fa 
heroic  an  A6tion,  it  mull  (till  be  confefTcd,  that 
there  is  fomething  great  and  wonderful  in  it.  Were 
we  to  enquire  into  the  fecret  Caufe  of  the  Steps 
taken  by  the  moft  illuftrious  Princes,  there  are  very 
few  but  what  might  be  afcribed  to  political  V^iews. 
The  Clemency  which  Augujlus  (liew'd  to  Ciuna^ 
is  confidered  as  one  of  the  nobleft  Ac^tions  in  that 
Emperor's  Life  :  But  was  he  not  prompted  by 
Self-intereft  on  that  Occafion  ?    He  had  found  that 

*  This  Event  happened  a  little  after  Duke  d'Efrees 
had  renewed  the  Treaties  at  Tunis. 
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the  mofl  bloody  Profcriptions  could  net  fecure  his 
Life;  for  this  Reafon  he  was  refolved  to  try  what 
gentle  Methods  would  do,  and  he  found  them  fuc- 
cefsful. 

I  do  not  doubt,  dear  A'lonceca,  that  were  the 
African  Princes  to  imitate  the  Sovereigns  of  £'«r^/)^', 
in  the  Government  of  their  Subje<Ss,  but  they  at 
laft  would  fucceed  fo  far  as  to  infpire  them  with 
Sentiments  of  Love  and  Veneration  for  their  Mo- 
narchs.  But  how  can  they  hope  to  enjoy  any  Share 
in  their  Affe(?^!on,  if  they  are  their  Executioners 
rather  than  their  Fathers?  The  Dey  of  Algiers  is 
an  Enemy  to  every  Individual  \  and  his  only  Study 
is  to  contrive  fome  Pretence  or  other,  in  order  to 
divert:  his  Subjefts  of  their  Pofleffions,  and  put  them 
to  Death.  Thefe,  in  Return,  pay  Obedience  to 
him  only  becaufe  they  are  forced  to  it;  and  wait 
impatiently  for  the  Moment  in  v/hich  they  may  free 
themfelves  from  his  Tyranny.  L  it  not  natural  to 
exped:  the  moft  dreadful  Storms  and  Revolutions, 
in  a  State  where  the  Subjedts  are  Enemies  to  the 
Sovereign,  and  the  Sovereign  the  Deftroyer  of  his 
Subjedls  ?  I  look  upon  the  Deys  of  Algiers  as  Leech- 
es, who  glut  themfelves  with  Blood  till  they  burft. 
The  Monarch,  in  this  Country,  plunders,  robs  and 
Txiurders  during  a  Courfe  of  Years.  The  Inftant 
he  imagines  he  is  going  to  enjoy  the  Fruits  of  his 
Rapine,  he  meets  v/ith  the  Fate  his  Crime  deferved  ; 
and  is  punifhed  by  fome  Perfon  who  commits  the 
like  Guilt ;  and  who  could  not  be  prompted  to  take 
virtuous  Courfes  from  the  Example  of  his  Predecef- 
fors ;  and  confequently  is  not  more  happy,  nor  more 
I'ecure  on  his  Throne. 

Adieu,  dear  Monceca\  may  you  live  contented, 
happy  and  unruffled. 

Algiers  the  .  .   .  , 

L  E  T- 
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Jacob  Brito  to  Aaron  Monceca. 

'T"*  HE  Women,  dear  Monceca^  are  indulged  much 
-■•  more  Liberty  ihroughout  all  Barbary^  than  in 
the  Levant^ ;  and  the  Algerine  Women  are  lefs  con- 
fined than  the  reft  of  the  Africans.  They  are  allowed 
to  go  out  whenever  they  pleafe,  upon  pretence  of  going 
to  the  Bath\  being  commonly  accompanied  by  fome 
Chriftian  Sheflaves,  who  are  as  fo  many  Waiting- 
women.  Thofe  Women,  whofe  Husbands  are  very 
rich,  are  preceded  by  a  Man  who  fcrves  as  a  Con- 
ductor. This  Man  is  always  a  Slave  on  whofe  Fide- 
lity the  Husband  relies  very  much  ;  but  he  is  frequent- 
ly impofed  on  by  the  Man  in  whom  he  confides.  As 
Eiviuchs  are  bought  at  a  very  dear  Pr'.ce  in  this 
Country,  and  can  be  employed  in  nothing  but  in 
fuperintending  the  Women,  they  not  being  robuft 
enough  to  undertake  laborious  Toils,  the  Algerines 
have  no  Concern  with  them.  They  ^^x^i^xNaxareen 
Slaves,  who  are  of  great  Service,  being  employed  by 
them  in  Works  of  every  kind.  It  niuft  indeed  be 
confefled,  that  the  Liberty  which  Slaves  are  allow'd 
of  being  in  the  Company  of  Women,  and  even  of 
fpeaking  to  them,  is  fiequently  of  dangerous  Coiifs- 
quence  to  the  Repofe  and  Honour  of  Husbands. 

The  Fcmale-fex  are  ft  ill  more  devoted  to  Gal- 
lantry in  this  Country  tlian  in  Confiantincple.  The 
Climate  in fpi res  Fondnefs;  and  the  fcorching  Air 
raifes  in  the  Heart  fuch  a  Flame  as  nothino;  can  ex- 
tinguifh.     An  African  Woman  w'll  brave  every  fort 
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of  Danger,  and  run  any  Hazard  to  fatiate  her  Paf- 
fion  ;  and  cannot  be  intimidated  even  by  the  fear  of 
Death.  There  is  a  Law  enafted  here  which  is  llri6t- 
ly  put  in  Execution,  purfuant  to  which,  any  Wo- 
man who  is  convi(fted  of  being  engaged  in  a  crimi- 
nal Correfpondence  with  a  Nazareen,  is  fentenced 
to  be  toft  into  the  Sea,  her  Head  tied  in  a  Sack,  in 
cafe  her  Lover  does  not  turn  Mahommedan,  Ex- 
amples of  this  fevere  Puniftiment  are  frequently  feen  ; 
notwithftanding  which,  the  married  Women  and 
Maidens  are  fired  with  a  moft  violent  Paffion  for  the 
Nazareens ;  and  there  perhaps  are  as  many  Intrigues 
in  Algiers  as  in  any  Nazareen  City.  The  little  Af- 
fection they  bear  to  their  Husbands,  and  the  Con- 
flraint  that  is  put  upon  them,  excite  them  to  break 
the  Marriage- Vow.  Farther,  the  Indolence  in 
v/hich  they  pafs  their  Days,  they  being  confined  to 
their  Houfes,  where  their  fole  Employment  is  to  in- 
vent Methods  in  order  to  over- reach  their  Tyrants, 
and  the  long  Voyages  thefe  commonly  undertake, 
greatly  favour  their  Intrigues.  They  fbmetimesare 
eight  or  nine  Months  at  Sea ;  and  whilft  they  are 
plundering  and  deftroying  the  Nazareens^  fach  as 
are  Slaves  in  Algiers  revenge  part  of  the  Ills  which 
thofe  of  their  Faith  fuffer. 

When  thefe  Corfairs  are  upon  their  Expeditions, 
they  generally  keep  their  Wives  in  the  City,  but 
the  Moment  of  their  Return,  they  take  them  to 
their  Country- houfes,  where  they  unbend  after  the 
many  Hardfhips  they  have  undergone  at  Sea.  The 
Liberty  allov/ed  the  Women  of  walking  in  the 
Gardens,  gives  them  an  Opportunity  of  continuing 
their  Intrigues.  If  they  can  fpeak  to  their  Lovers 
only  by  Stealth,  they  find  an  Opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining their  Meaning,  by  ranging  the  Flower-pots 
in  a  certain  Order. 

Artifice  and  Love  have  invented  fuch  a  Language 
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in  this  Country  as  is  unknown  to  all  others.  A 
Slave  who  is  in  love  with,  and  beloved  by  his  Mif- 
trefs,  is  able  to  explain  the  feveral  Impulfes  of  his 
Heart,  by  the  Manner  in  which  he  difpofes  a  Par- 
terre. A  Nofcgay  made  in  a  certain  Manner  con- 
tains as  many  tender  and  paflionate  Ideas,  as  could 
be  thrown  into  a  Letter  of  eight  Pages  in  length. 
The  Flower-gentle  being  placed  by  the  Violet  fig- 
nifies  that  the  Lover  hopes,  after  the  Husband  is 
gone  away,  to  compenfate  for  all  the  Evils  which 
his  Prefence  occafions.  The  Orange-flower  denotes 
Hope.  The  Marigold  implies  Defpair.  The  A- 
maranth  fhews  Conliancy.  The  Tulip  reproaches 
with  being  unfaithful.  And  the  Rofe  fuppofes  aj\ 
Encomium  of  Beauty. 

From  the  particular  Attributes  afcribed  to  thcfe 
Flowers  a  perfect  Language  is  formed.  If  a  Lover, 
for  Inftance,  was  defirous  of  acquainting  his  Mif- 
trefs,  that  the  Torments  he  fuffers  have  brought 
him  to  the  brink  of  Defpair ;  if  he  never  expedied  to 
be  made  happy  again  by  the  Abfence  of  his  Rival ; 
in  this  Cafe,  he  forms  a  Nofegay  of  a  Marigold, 
an  Orange-flower,  a  Flower-gentle,  and  a  Violet. 
The  Slaves  eafily  find  an  Opportunity  to  com- 
municate thofe  Billetdoux  to  their  Millrelles ;  there 
being  fome  fecret  Place  in  the  Garden  where  they 
always  place  them.  Anfwers  are  returned  after  the 
fame  Manner ;  for  by  gathering  fome  Flowers,  they 
form  their  Letters  of  them,  undifcovered  by  any 
Spectator  j  the  Signification  of  the  principal  Letters 
being  fometimes  known  only  to  two  Pcrffjns,  who 
never  fail  to  make  feveral  Deviations  from  the  Lan- 
guage commonly  ufed,  to  prevent  their  being  dif- 
covered. 

You  muft  own,  dear  Monceca^  that  Love  onlv 

could    have  been  induftrious  enough,    to   invent   fj 

ingenious  a  Method  to  elude  the  Care  and  Forcli  :ht 
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of  jealous  Husbands.  What  will  not  two  Lovers 
effeft,  when  Nece/Tity  forces  them  to  have  recourfe 
to  Stratagems?  I  was  lately  told  a  Story,  which 
will  equally  touch  and  furprize  all  Readers  who  are 
unacquainted  with  the  violent  Lengths  to  which 
Love  will  carry  the  African  Women. 

The  only  Daughter  of  one  of  the  richeft  Moors 
in  this  Country  entertained  a  Paflion  for  a  Portu- 
gueze  Slave.  The  Girl,  purfuant  to  the  Cuftom 
eftablifhed  in  Africa^  made  the  firft  Advances.  Nei- 
ther the  large  Fortune  Yhe  juftly  expe(fled,  nor  the 
groveling  Condition  of  her  Lover  could  divert  the 
Refolution  {he  had  taken  to  marry  him  ;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  Obftacles  v/hich  fhe  forefaw,  with 
regard  to  the  Execution  of  her  Proje<5l,  nothing 
could  make  her  lofe  the  hopes  of  giving  Succefs  to 
it.  The  Portuguezs^  llruck  with  the  Thoughts  of 
his  good  Fortune,  offered  the  fond  Maid,  the  Mo- 
ment (he  difcovered  her  Paffion,  to  run  away  with 
her  to  Lisbon^  which  might  have  been  done  eafily 
enough  ;  and  the  Naxareen  might  have  efcaped,  by 
the  Affiftance  furniflied  him  by  Zulima^  for  fuch 
was  the  Name  of  our  beautiful  Female  African, 
She  wasfenfible  that  the  Expedient  propofed  by  her 
Lover  was  the  mod  rational ;  and  almoft  the  only 
one  that  could  bring  her  to  her  wifhed  for  Happi- 
nefs.  Vi\xt.ht\x\^2i7.Z2\o\\%MahQmmedan^  and  firm- 
ly perfuadeJ  of  the  Truth  of  her  Religion,  fhe  could 
not  confcnt  to  retire  to  a  Country  where  fhe  would 
have  been  forced  to  quit,  her  Faith.  I  love  you ^  Se- 
baJJiano^  faid  fhe  to  her  Lover,  7nuch  more  than  I  do 
myfelf.  Grief  will  kill  me  if  I  am  not  made  your 
TVife^  and  yet  I  can  never  prevail  with  myfelf  to 
purchafe  my  Happinefe  at  the  Price  of  my  Faith. 
'Tis  not  impojpble  but  we  may  be  happy  in  this  Coun- 
try^ without  running  the  Plazard  of  being  difcovered 
in  cafe  we  Jhouldfiy,    Change  your  Religion,   Remove^ 
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by  turning  Mahommedan,  the  chief  Oljlacle  that 
keeps  us  a/under ;  and  leave  the  reji  to  me.  The  A^^- 
%arene  was  much  lefs  attached  to  his  Religion  than 
the  Ytm2i\Q  Mahommedan  :  Not  to  mention  that  the 
p>ar  of  totally  lofinghis  Miftrefs,  the  Defire  of  re- 
covering his  Liberty,  and  the  Hopes  of  acquiring  a 
great  Fortune,  had  the  ftrongeft  Influence  on  his 
Refolutions.  He  promifed  to  comply  with  any 
thing  (he  might  require  of  him  ;  and  upon  a  folemn 
Promife  made  by  him  to  quit  the  Religion  of  the 
Naxareens  whenever  it  (hould  be  ncceffary,  the 
charming  Moor  indulged  him  whatever  Love  was 
capable  of  beftowing. 

Thefe  Favours  ferved  only  to  ftrengthen  the  Paf- 
fion  which  Sehajilano  felt  for  her.  The  Fear  he 
was  under  of  one  Day  lofing  his  dear  Zulima  in- 
creafed  his  Fondnefs ;  and  his  Miftrefs  was  in  the 
like  Frame  of  Mind.  Her  whole  Attention  was  to 
give  SucceG  to  the  Dellgn  {he  had  in  view,  but  (he 
fcund  new  Obftacles  every  Moment ;  when  on  a 
certain  Day,  at  a  Time  fhe  lead  expected  it,  her 
Father  declared,  that  he  intended  to  marry  her  to 
one  of  the  principal  Men  of  the  Country.  Thefe 
"Words  were  as  a  Thunder-bolt  to  the  Maiden.  In 
the  firft  Tranfports  of  her  Grief  (he  refolved  to  fall 
at  her  Father's  Feet,  and  open  her  whole  Soul  to 
him.  Neverthelefs,  fhe  did  not  yet  dare  to  comply 
with  her  firft  Impulfes,  for  fear  of  expofmg  her  Hus- 
band to  the  Anger  of  an  exafperated  Mafter,  which 
mi^ht  probably  carry  him  to  the  greateft  Lengths. 

In  this  Dilemma  Zz^/Zw'"/  refolved  to  make  ufe  of 
an  Expedient  which  was  equally  extraordinary  and 
infallible,  in  order  to  fucceed  in  her  Defign.  She 
bid  her  Lover  meet  her  at  a  certain  Place,  whither 
(lie  went  upon  pretence  of  going  to  the  Bath,  and 
was  attended  only  by  one  Woman.  Seha/liano^  be- 
ing come  to  the  Place  appointed,  had  like  to  have 
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died  with  Sorrow,  upon  hearing  that  his  Miftrefs 
was  going  to  enter  into  the  marriage  State.  HoW' 
ever,  Zulhna  bid  him  take  Heart,  telhng  him  that 
fhe  hoped  Fortune  would  foon  become  more  propi- 
tious to  them.  She  then  ordered  the  Woman  who 
had  accompanied  her,  and  was  her  Confident,  to  go 
and  inform  the  Cadi^  that  her  Miftrefs  was  in  fuch 
a  Place,  in  the  Arms  of  a  Nazarene.  The  Atten- 
dant obeying,  the  Judge  came  with  his  Subaltern 
Officers,  andfurprized  the  two  Lovers  in  the  midfl 
of  their  warmeft  Tranfports,  when  they  were  in- 
ftantly  conveyed  to  the  Prifon  where  Criminals  are 
tried.  Zulima's  Father,  being  told  the  Accident 
which  had  happened  to  his  Daughter,  was  feized 
with  Defpair  ;  upon  which  he  flew  to  the  Prifon  in 
order  to  fee  her.  There  he  was  told,  that  he  could 
not  be  admitted  to  fpeak  to  her,  'till  fuch  Time  as 
her  Trial  was  over.  That  Enquiry  was  now  mak- 
ing whether  the  Nazarene  Slave  would  turn  A'la- 
hommedan  \  and  that  if  he  would  comply  on  that 
Occafion,  the  two  Lovers  fhould  be  married  toge- 
ther, purfuant  to  the  Laws ;  but  that  in  Cafe  of  his 
Refufal  he  fhould  be  impaled,  and  his  Daughter 
drowned  in  the  Sea. 

Mufiapha,  for  this  was  the  Name  of  Zulima^s 
Father,  knew  but  too  well  what  Punifhment 
would  be  inflicf^ed  on  his  Daughter,  in  Cafe  the  Por- 
tugueze  refufed  to  turn  Mujfulman.  And  indeed  the 
only  Motive  which  prompted  Miiflapha  to  defire  a 
Sight  of  them,  was  to  offer  him  Wealth,  and  en- 
gage the  Nazarene  to  change  his  Religion.  He  had 
no  Occafion  to  make  ufe  of  any  Rhetoric  to  exhort 
them  to  prefer  Life  to  a  cruel  Death  ;  for  t\\t.  Mo- 
ment he  made  the  Overtures,  Sebaji'iano  anfvvered, 
that  he  would  gladly  embrace  the  Religion  propofed 
by  ZuUtna^  and  marry  hsr  ;  and  the  Father  thought 
himfelf  happy  in  having  an  Opportunity  of  pre- 
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ferving  the  Life  of  his  only  Daughter  on  thefe 
Conditions. 

Few  Women  in  Ewope^  dear  Monceca^  would 
have  Recourle  to  fuch  Expedients,  in  order  to  have 
the  Satisfa6tion  of  obtaining  a  Lover.  Their  Paf- 
fion,  in  general,  is  much  fainter  than  that  of  the 
Jlfrican  Women  ;  but  then  their  Flame  is  much 
more  conftant  and  durable.  One  of  thefe  fhall 
fometimes  be  fired  with  the  ftrongeft  PafTion,  which 
in  aninftant  fhall  be  extinguiflied  :  They  fhift  fuc- 
ceflively  from  one  Inclination  to  another ;  and  are 
as  fickle,  and  as  wavering,  as  they  are  tender  and 
pallionate,  in  thofe  Moments  when  their  Fondnefs 
is  at  its  greatcft  Height. 

It  is  certain,  dear  Monceca,  that  fuch  Inclinations 
and  Endearingnefles,  as  are  produ6live  of  the  mod 
extraordinary  Effedls,  are  not  commonly  the  mod 
lading.  We  often  fee  in  Europe  a  great  number  of 
young  Fellows  give  into  the  higheft  Extravagancies 
for  the  Sake  of  their  Mifirefles  ;  two  iMonths  after 
which  they  {hall  forfake  them,  and  grow  as  ridicu- 
loufly  fond  of  others,  whofe  Reign  is  of  no  longer 
Date;  whereas  Perfonsof  a  certam  Age,  who  fee  nn 
to  curb  their  PafTions,  and  fubjedl:  them  to  Reafon, 
form  fuch  Tendernefies  as  are  fometimes  as  lading 
as  Life. 

The  Slavery  to  which  the  Female  Afrkam  are 
reduced  is  likewife  one  of  the  chief  Caufes  of  their 
Ficklenefs.  They  find  a  fecret  Satisfaction  in  vio- 
lating the  Conftraint  they  are  laid  under.  Their  Huf- 
bands,  by  endeavouring  to  prevent  their  being  un- 
faithful, infpire  them  with  an  earned  Defire  of  be- 
ing fo ;  and  they  drongly  covet  a  Plcafure  which 
they  are  forbid  on  the  fevered  Penalties.  This  Ex- 
ample of  their  Husbands,  who  exhibit  to  them 
Proofs  every  Day,  that  a  Chang-i  of  the  Objcit,  in 
Love,  is  a  Charm  in  which  the  Heart  always  meets 
1  with 
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with  frefh  Delights,  raifes  their  Defires.  It  is  ex- 
tremely natural  f-^r  them  to  fuppofe,  that  Incon- 
ftancy  gives  an  Opportunity  of  enjoying  the  molt 
delicious  Pleafures. 

Adieu,  dear  Monceca^  and  may  the  God  of  our 
Fathers  give  thee  an  Abundance  of  Bleflings  of  e- 
very  kind  ;  and  beftow  a  Wife  upon  thee,  who 
may  make  thee  happy  in  a  numerous  Pofterity. 


LETTER     CLXIII. 

Aaron  Monceca/(?  Isaac  On  is,  a 
C  A  R  A  I  T  E  *5  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Con- 
ftantinople. 

TJ  Eligious  Difputes,  dear  Ifaac^  are  more  common 
■*-^  in  this  Country  than  in  any  other.  The  Li- 
berty which  the  Englijh  are  allowed,  of  aflerting 
their  Opinions  publicly,  gives  rife  to  a  great  number 
of  Pieces  which  are  publifhed  daily.  Thofe  of  the 
Church  of  England  write  againft  the  Papijh,  the 
Papifts  againft  the  Presbyterians^  the  Presbyterians 
againft  the  Lutherans^  the  Lutherans  againft  the  5^- 
cinians^  and  the  Socinians  againft  the  Anabaptijis^ 
who  alfo  publifh  controverfial  Writings.  A  Man 
is  furprized  Vv'hen  he  examines,  with  a  philofophic 
Eye,  all  thefe  different  Difputes  ;  and  the  little  ftrefs 
that  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  particular  Opinion  of 
feme  Du6tors,  who  fet  themfelves  up  as  fupreme 
Judges  of  the  Belief  of  Mankind.  1  fancy,  dear 
Jfaac^  that  if  Perfons  had  been  forbid  to  difpute  in 

*  A  name  given  to  feme  Sedaries  among  the  Jenvs. 
There  are  feme  of  them  Hill  fubfiiling  in  the  Le-vant  and 
in  Polan  \     Remark  by  the  Tranflator. 

any 
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any  Religion  whatever,  on  fuch  Subjects  as  they  did 
not  underftand  ;  and  that  the  Divines  had  been  com- 
manded, not  to  attempt  to  clear  up  fuch  Doctrines 
and  other  Points  as  they  could  never  underftand, 
there  never  vi^ould  have  rifen  that  multiplicity  of 
Opinions,  whence  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of  diffe- 
rent Religions  have  fprung,  and  will  give  birth  to 
many  more.  And  if  a  Stop  is  not  put  to  thefe  vain 
Difputcs,  efpecially  among  the  Nazareens  j  the 
Confequence  will  be,  that,  by  their  Divifions  and 
Separations  from  their  feveral  Communions,  every 
Man  will  at  laft  entertain  his  peculiar  Belief. 

Confider,  dear  Ifaac^  how  pernicious  the  Wri- 
tings of  the  Rabbis  have  been  to  the  Jeivs.  The 
Difference  between  the  RabbiniJIs  and  the  Caraites 
is  owing  chiefly  to  the  Talmud.  According  to  fome 
of  our  modern  Authors,  the  RahblniJIs  are  divided 
into  two  different  Se^fls.  The  Portugueze  JewsdQ- 
clarethat  the  German  Jews  do  not  obferve  the  true 
Precepts  of  the  Law  :  And  the  Ger?nans  think  that 
the  PortuguczedLXQ  a  Parcel  of  Heretics,  whofe  Man- 
ners and  Cuftoms  favour  too  ftrongly  of  the  Naza- 
reen  Principles. 

The  Mahommedans  areftill  more  divided  than  the 
"Jews.  -Belides  the  Sccis  of  Omar  and  Ali^  there 
are  computed  only  in  tb.e  City  of  ConftantinDple^ 
fourfcore  and  itvQW  Comjuunions  \  all  which  bearal- 
mofl:  as  great  a  Hatred  one  to  the  other  as  the  Jefu- 
its  do  to  the  ^anfcnifls. 

Tht  Nazareens  are  fo  difunlted,  that  fome  new 
Religion  is  feen  Ihirting  up  among  them  almoft  every 
Day.  As  foon  as  a  Divine  gains  fome  Reputation, 
feveral  rife  up,  who  endeavour  to  diminifh  his  Fame 
and  Reputation.  Thefe  attack  his  Opinions,  and 
declare  them  to  be  heretical.  The  Adherents  of  the 
Do6lor  whofe  Sentiments  are  condemned  feldom  fail 
of  Tiding  with  their  Mafter ;  and,  by  that  Means, 

of 
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of  forming  a  new  Communion.  Then  it  is  that  a 
Flood  of  new  Writings  are  publiihed  on  both  Sides: 
They  rail  at  one  another,  they  enveigh,  they  ca- 
lumniate ;  and  charge  each  other  with  Ignorance  and 
Infmcerity ;  they  give  the  mod  opprobrious,  the 
mofl:  fhocking  Names,  to  their  AdverAries  ns  well 
as  to  their  Opinions.  In  religious  Difputes,  fuch  as 
are  not  able  to  anfwer  the  ObjecSl ions  made  to  them, 
think  they  fupport  their  Opinions  fufficiently,  if 
they  treat  thofe  who  oppofe  them  with  Contempt. 

I  read,  fome  Days  iince,  the  Work  of  a  Socim- 
on  *,  who  affeds  to  beftow  the  odious  Name  of 
Tritheifm  on  the  Dextrine  of  his  Adveiffaries,  the' 
they  exprefsly  declare  that  they  do  not  acknowledge 
three' Gods.  It  muft  be  confefTed,  dear^^r,  that 
we  cannot  charge  the  Nazareen  Sedl,  without  in- 
curring the  Guilt  of  a  moft  contemptible  Inilnceri- 
ty,  as  admitting  a  Plurality  of  Gods.  Their  whole 
Religion,  on  the  contrary,  is  entirely  founded  on 
the  Unity  of  one  fingle  Being,  Creator  of  the  U- 
niverfe.  And  indeed  I  will  confefs  to  thee,  that  I 
conceived  the  higheft  Indignation  at  the  Book  of  the 
Socinian  in  Queftion. 

Sincerity  and  Candor  ought  to  feafon  every  Acti- 
on of  our  Lives,  and  even  have  a  Place  in  fuch 
Contefts  as  we  may  be  engaged  in  with  our  Ene- 
mies. But  is  it  not  furprizing  that  Men  fhould  ex- 
claim againft,  and  load  with  injurious  Reproaches, 
Perfons  whom  they  profefs  to  enlighten,  and  lead 
into  the  Paths  of  Truth  ?  Is  not  this  a  moft  odd 
Way  of  prejudicing  them  in  Favour  of  the  Opini- 
ons we  would  make  them  imbibe  ;  and  is  not  this 
Method  of   preparing  their  Minds  for  the  Recepti- 

*  j4  Letter  to  a  Friend,  nvith  Remarks  on  tnjoo  Pamphlets 
lately  publijhed  in  Defenfe  of  Tritheifm  ;  •viz.  a  brief  En- 
^uiry  by  ],  T.  and  the  Socinian  Stain  by  ].   H, 

Oil 
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on  of  fuch  Arguments  as  are  to  be  offered  them  al- 
together fingularand  extraordinary? 

I  have  obferved,  dear  Ifaac^  that  the  Paffion  of 
thofe  who  difpute  on  religious  Matters  is  fo  wild  and 
extragavant,  that  they  inconfiderately  vent  againft 
them  the  moft  cruel  Reproaches,  which  thefe  have 
a  juft  Right  to  retort.  The  Nazarenes  in  general 
are  very  guilty  of  this  Fault  ;  and  a  great  many  of 
their  molt  eminent  Divines  have  not  been  exempt 
from  it.  Nay,  fome  of  thofe  Divines  who  wrote 
againft  the  Heathens,  have  employed  fuch  Argu- 
ments as  were  of  Service  to  their  Adverfaries.  Jr- 
nobius  has  very  vigoroufly  refuted  the  Plurality  of 
the  heathen  Deities  f.  He  has  folidly  refuted  the 
Abfurdity  of  fuppofing  a  Set  of  Gods  who  are  di- 
rect Opponents  one  of  the  other,  and  who  declared 
in  favour  of  certain  Nations  that  were  perfecutedby 
other  I>ities.  Pallas  hated  the  Trojans  ;  whereas 
they  were  favoured  by  Jpollo  and  Fetius  *.     How 

-j*  ^idfi  Populi  rurfus  duo^  hojiilihiis  diffident es  armis, 
facrificiis  paribus  Superorum  lor'upleta^erint  Jras,  alterque 
in  alteru?n  pofrulent  ^vires  Jibique  ad  Auxilium  covtmcndari^ 
nonne  iterum  7iecejfe  eji  credi,  ft  premiis  follicitantur^  ut 
profint^  eos  Partes  inter  utro.fque  debere  ha;fitare,  defigi^ 
nee  reperire  quid  faciant,  cum  fuas  i?itelligunt  gratiiS  Sa- 
I  r ovum  Acceptionibus  obligatas?  Aut  indc  Auxilire  bifida 
hide  prajlabunt ;  id  quod  fieri  non  pojfet,  pugnnbunt  enim 
contra  ipfos  fe  ipfis  contra  fuas  Gratias,  Voluntatefque  nt- 
tentur  :  aut  ambobus  Populis  Openi  fubminifirare  cejfabunty 
id  quod S ceteris  magni  ejl  poft  impenjam  accept amque  Mer^ 
cedem.  Arnobius  contra  Gcntes,  Lib.  Vll.  pag.  219 
ijffeq. 

*  S/fpe  pr^mente  Deo,  fert  Deus  alter  Ope rn^ 
Mulcibcr  inTroja?n,  pro  Trojd Jiabat  Apollo. 

JEqur.  Venus  Teucris,   Pallas  iniqua  fait. 
Oderat  JEneam  proprior  Saturnia  Turno  : 
Ills  tuhien  Veneris  'Numine  tutus  erat. 

Ovid.  Trift.  Lihr.  I.   Eleg.   i  r. 
unhappy 
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unhappy  foever  a  Man  might   he,  if  he   could  but 
make  fome   little  Offering  to  any   of  the_  Deities  a- 
mong  the  great  Numbers  who  were  eftablifhed,  he  \ 
"Was  fure  to  obtain  the  Protecflion  of  one  of  them. 

Nothing  can  be  fo  abfurd  as  a  Religion  of  this 
Kind.  But  might  not  the  Pagans  juftly  make  the 
following  Anfwer  to  the  Nazareens  :  The  fame  Dif- 
ficulties which  yc-u  ohjedi  to  us  are  found  in  your  Opi- 
nions. JVhen  one  of  your  Religion  chufes  St.  Antho- 
ny for  bis  Prote^or^  and  his  Eneiny  takes  St.  Pa- 
comius  for  his^  what  a  Confufton  does  this  Diver- 
Jity  of  Prote^ors  occafion  ?  On  thefe  Occafions^  the 
Saints  in  ^uejiion  muft  combat  together  in  Heaven.^ 
whilft  thofe  whom  they  fide  with  are  fighting  upon  the 
Earthy  and  thus  revive  the  Difputes  between  Venus 
and  Juno.  In  cafe  they  obferve  a  Neutrality.^  and 
leave  this  Matter  to  the  Determination  of  Chance^ 
do  they  not  deferve  to  he  charged  with  Ingratitude^ 
in  the  fame  Manner  as  Arnobius  accufes  the  falfe 
Gods,  viz.  of  ?neanly  abandoning  thofe  who  had  of' 
fered  up  Honours^  and  numberlefs Oblations  to  them? 
May  lue  not  jujlly  apply  the  folloiving  Paffage  of  the 
Author  in  ^ue/lion  tofuch  a  Behaviour  as  this?  O- 
pem  adminiitrarecelTabunt,  id  quod  fceleris  magni 
eft  poft  acceptam  mercedem  *  .? 

And  indeed  is  there  not  feme  Refemblance  be- 
tween the  Offerings  which  the  Nazareens  devote  to 
their  Saints,  and  thofe  which  the  Greeks  and  Romans 
ufed  to  beftow  on  their  Deities  ?  Do  they  not  pre- 
fent  them  with  Gold  and  Silver  Veffels  ?  Do  they 
not  dedicate  Churches  to  them  ?  Do  they  not  lavifti 
their  Bounty  on  the  Prieib  appointed  to  chaunt  forth 
their  Praifes  ?  Why  then  ought  not  thefe  Saints  to 
be  as  grateful  as  the  Heathen  Deities  ?  The,  Tingle 
Chapel  dedicated    to    St.   Ignatius,  in  Rome,  con- 

f  Amob.  contra  Gentes,  Lib.  Yll»  p^ig.  219. 

tains 
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tains  almoft  as  valuable  a  Treafure  as  the  Temple 
of  Delphos.  Muft  not  this  Saint  bebafely  ungrate- 
ful to  abandon  thofe  to  whom  he  owed  that  immenfe 
Wealth  ?  On  the  other  Hand,  the  Janfcnifts  facri- 
fice  their  Lives  and  Eftates,  for  the  Sake  of  St.  Au' 
gujlins  Memory  ;  they  defend  his  Writings,  and 
maintain  his  Glory.  Is  he  lefs  obliged  to  protect 
them  ;  and,  can  he  give  them  up  to  the  Fury  of 
their  Adverfaries,  without  infringing  the  Laws  of 
the  foundeft  Morality  ?  What  Feuds  and  Divifions 
muft  therefore  prevail  between  the  two  Saints  in 
Quertion,  in  Heaven,  if  we  may  form  a  Judgment 
of  this  from  the  extreme  Hatred  which  is  found  here 
below  among  their  Followers?  Muft  they  not  necef- 
farily  occafion  great  Confufion  in  tlie  celeftial  Man- 
fions,  by  the  Cabals  they  form  in  them?  It  is 
therefore  my  Opinion  ,  dear  Ifaac^  that  a  Heathen 
who  fhould  fet  about  anfwermg  Arnoh'ius^  would 
have  a  fine  Opportunity,  of  excufing  the  Divifion 
which  arofe  among  the  Gods  at  the  Siege  of  Troy  ; 
that  he  would  not  fail  to  defcribe  all  the  Nazareen 
Saints  at  Daggers  drawing;  and  joining,  as  the 
Whim  might  take  them,  either  the  Janfenijis  or 
the  Molhnjis.     He  would  draw  St.  Ignatius^ 

Arm'd  with  a  Bull,  and  hafting  to  Pope  Clement^ 
To  fow  the  Seeds  of  Fury  in  his  Bofom  *. 

*  Jarcn  Monceca  alludes   to   the  following  Verfes  of 

Rcfpice  ad  h^c.      Adfu?n  Dirarum  ah  fcde  fororu?n  : 

Bcllu  fno.HHy   Letjmque  gero 

Sic  effuta  faccni juueni  covjecit^    et  atro 

Lumine  fumantes  fi\it  fiib  PeSiore  t^das. 

Olli  So?ramm  ingcns  rupit  Pa'vor  ;   ojjaque  et  Artus 

Perfudit  toto  proruptus  Corpore  fudor . 

Arma  aineiisf remit  :   Arma  Toro  teSlifque  requirit. 

Virgil.   JSneid.  Lib.   \l\.  <ver.  45^. 

Such 
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Such  ISJazarems  as  would  deal  candidly,  muft  own 
that  Arnobiush  Reproaches  were  not  built  on  fo  folid 
a  Foundation  as  he  imagined  ;  and  that  his  Adver- 
faries  might  have  attacked  him  for  that  very  Cir- 
cumftancc  upon  wliich  he  pretended  to  infult  them. 
The  Reproaches  of  this  Father  will  therefore  be 
very  weak,  in  cafe  the  Worfhip  of  the  Saints,  as 
now  praftifed  by  feveral  of  the  Nazareens^  is  ad- 
mitted. But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  fhould  be  apt 
to  believe,  from  his  Erudition,  his  Genius,  and  his 
Eloquence,  that,  in  the  Age  he  wrote,  the  Cuftom 
was  not  yet  introduced  of  offering  up  Prayers  to  the 
Dead,  though  they  had  been  never  fo  glorious,  and 
acquired  the  highelt  Veneration,  in  their  Life- 
Time.  If  that  be  the  Cafe,  as  many  of  the  A^^- 
%areens  in  this  Age  pretend,  it  is  very  certain  that 
the  Objedlion  againft  the  Heathens  was  of  great 
Weight ;  and  that  it  was  impolTible  for  them  to  an- 
fwer,  in  any  tolerable  Manner,  the  Objection 
made  to  them  with  Regard  to  tlie  Feuds  among  the 
Deities  ;  and  their  Ingratitude,  in  cafe  they  retufed 
to  join  in  the  Quarrels  of  fuch  as  v/ere  extremely 
liberal  towards  them. 

Such  Nazarccns  as  rejedl  the  WorOiip  of  the 
Dead,  ground  their  Belief  on  the  Writings  of  their 
■firft  Divines,  who  make  no  Mention  of  any  Ho- 
nours which  ought  to  be  paid  them.  It  is  natural  to 
fuppofe,  that  had  thefe  Honours  been  a  fundamental 
Point  of  Religion,  they  would  not  have  been  en- 
tirely filent  on  this  Head  ;  and  that  thofe  who  fuc- 
ceeded  them  in  their  Functions,  and  fpent  their 
Time  in  inftru6tingthe  People,  would  not  have  in- 
fujtcd  the  Heathens  for  a  Practice  they  themfelves 
obferved.  Had  they  a6ted  in  this  Manner,  they 
mufl  necefTarily  have  expofed  themfelves  to  the 
fharpeft  Ridicule  j  and  have  met  with  the  fame 
Treatment  as  many  Divines  who  write  in  this  Age, 

and 
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and  to  whom  the  very  fame  Things  are  obje£led  as 
they  level  a^ainft  their  Adverfaries.  ThQ MoluiiJIs 
dechrc  inceflantly  in  their  Writings,  that  the  Jan- 
fenijis  make  a  Tyrant  of  the  Deity  ;  that  they  de- 
fcnbe  him  as  cruel,  fantaftical  ;  in  fhort,  with  fo 
odious  a  Character,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  fuch  a 
Deity  to  endear  himfelf  to  Mankind.  The  latter,  on 
the  contrary,  charge  their  Adverfaries  with  making 
the  Creature  difpenfe  with  the  Love  he  owes  his 
Creator  ;  and  attack  them  with  the  very  Weapons 
with  which  they  intended  to  wound  them. 

Another  Circumftance,  my  dear  Ifaac^  that  ap- 
pears to  me  ilill  more  extraordinary,  in  religious 
Difputes  is,  the  Opinions  which  the  Divines  put 
into  the  Mouths  of  their  Adverfaries  ;  and  for  which 
they  inveigh  bitterly  againft  them,  tho'  the  Latter 
exprefly  deny  their  holding  the  Opinions  with  which 
they  are  charged.  The  Jcfuits  complain  that  it  is 
mere  Calumny,  when  they  are  reproached  with  af- 
ferting  that  it  is  no  Crime  not  to  love  the  Deity. 
They  condemn  this  Do6lrine  in  the  ftrongeft 
Terms  *.  Neverthelefs  their  Adverfaries  are  for 
ever  renewing  the  Attack.  The  Proteftant  Naza- 
reens  confider  thefe  are  execrable  Heretics  who  make 
God  the  Author  of  Sin  ;  and  their  chief  Divine 
expreiles  himfelf  in  very  clear  Terms  on  that  Head  f. 

But 

*  To  he  con-vinced  of  thisy'^jje  Jiced  out  read  Bourdalouc's 
Sermons. 

-f  Temulenti  ijii  adeo fieri  omnia pcrfircpoites^  cum  enim 
7nali  auSlorem  confiitimnt,  Dcinde  qufiji  unniutetiirMali  na- 
tura^  apn  fiibhoc  Nomine  Deinjelo  tegitiir^  Bonu?neJJe  ofir- 
mant :  In  quo  c.trociorc  iff  fceleratiore  Cotituynelia  Deum 
ajficiunty  quamfi  Pofejiatem  aut  "Jufiitiam  ipfius  alio  tranf- 
fervent.  Cum  enim  Deo  nihil  magnis  proprfumfit  quamfua 
Bonitas^  ipfum  a  fe  ubnegari  oporteret,  tj"  in  Di:<bolum 
trunfmutariy  ut  Malum  ejjiceret  ^uod  ei   ah  if  is   tribiiitur. 

Et 
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But  notwithftanding  this,  his  Adverfaries  have  de- 
clared a  thoufand  Times,  that  his  Opinions  are  of 
more  pernicious  Confequence  than  thofeof  Athe'ijis, 
It  is  lefi  criminal  to  deny  the  Exigence  of  God,  than 
to  make  him  Author  of  Sin.  Who  then  is  the  mo/} 
guilty,  an  Atheift^r  ^  Calvinift  ?  They  are  both  guil- 
ty ;  but  I  look  upon  the  Atheift  asleajl  fo.  Here  we 
have  a  Decifion  that  is  greatly  ftrained  ;  and  in- 
deed it  comes  from  a  Jefuit,  whofe  Words  are  as 
follow.  Amplius  dico :  Tolerabilius  negare  Deum^ 
quam  Peccati  Autorem  Deum  ajferere.  .  .  .  ^utd  er- 
go fuadeo,  Atheum  potius  quam  Calvinijlam  ejfe  ? 
Neutru?n  quidem  bonum:  Hoc  tamen  deterius  ap" 
paret  *. 

It  may  be  faid,  ^t2iX  Ifaac,  that  if  a  Spirit  of  In- 
fmcerity  is  always  found  to  prevail  in  Difputes,  it  is 
carried  to  the  higheft  Pitch  by  controverfial  Wri- 
ters. 

Is  it  not  high  Time,  that  the  Rabbis,  the  Prie/lsy 
and  the  Mufties,  after  having  plagued  the  whole 
World  during  fo  many  Ages,  fhould  atlaft  introduce 
a  Spirit  of  Peace  and  Tranquility  among  Mankind  ? 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac  \  live  contented  and  happy; 
and  be  ever  averfe  to  a  vain  Defire  of  difputing. 

London,  the  .  .  . 

Et  certe  ijloru?n  Deus  Idolum  ejiy  quod  nobis  execrahilius  eJfe 
debet  omnibus  Gentium  Liolis.  Calvini  Inftit.  adverfus  Li- 
bert. Cap.  XIV,  pag.  447. 

Here  follows  the  Conclufion  of  this  PaiTige,  in  favour 
of  thofe  who  do  not  under ftand  Latin.  As  God  has  not 
any  qiudiiy  more  ejjential  to  him,  than  his  Goodnefsy  he 
viuji  ceaje  to  be,  and  transform  himfelf  into  a  De^vil,  ivas 
he  Author  of  E'vil,  as  Freethinkers  fay  j  the  God  in 
ivhom  they  believe  being  a  more  execrable  Idol  than  a?ty  of 
thofe  of  the  Idolaters. 

*  Becanu^,  Gpafcul.   Theolog.   To?n.  I.  pag.  178. 

LETTER 
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LETTER     CLXIV. 

Jacob  Brito   to   Aaron   Monceca. 

np  H  E  Stories,  dear  Monceca y  which  the  Naza^ 
*  rcens  relate  concerning  the  Treatment  Slaves 
meet  with  during  their  Captivity,  are  fometimes 
very  much  exaggerated.  They  affirm,  that  the 
Turks  inflid  themoft  cruel  Puniftimentson  the  Cap- 
tives, and  relate  very  furprizing  Particulars  to  this 
Purpofe  ;  neverthelefs,  when  ftiidly  enquired  into, 
they  appear  very  different. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  their  Captivity  in  ge- 
neral is  rigorous  ;  but  then  th^Nazareens  do  not  meet 
with  more  fcjvere  Treatment,  than  the  Turkijh  Slaves 
do  from  the  £/^rc^,;.7«  Princes.  In  France^  2in  Algc- 
rine  is  condemned  to  the  Gallies  for  Life^  as  likewife 
in  Spain  and  Italy.  Can  any  Punifliment  be  mere 
feverc  ?  l^he  Captives  are  punifhed  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner as  A^alefacSlors,  who  often  efcape  Death,  mere- 
ly by  their  good  Fortune  in  hitting  upon  one  of  thofe 
aufpicious  Moments,  in  which  the  Pity  of  the 
Judges  prevails  over  the  Rigours  of  Juftice. 

One  Part  oF  the  Nazareen  Slaves  is  employed  in 
the  public  Works.  Thefe  draw  Stones  out  of  the 
Quarries,  and  carry  them  to  any  Place  where  they 
may  be  wanted.  This  doubtlefs  muft  be  a  very  la- 
borious and  painful  Occupation  j  and  yet  thofe  en- 
gaged in  it  are  lefs  unhappy  than  the  Galley-Slave.. 
At  Night  they  retire  to  a  Kind  of  Barracks,  but  are 
not  chained  there  ;  whereas  the  Turks  are  perpetual- 
ly falhied  to  their  Seats  in  the  Galleys,  unlels  fhey 
happen  to  be  ranfomed,  or  to  make  their  Efcape. 

Vol.  V,  C  Such 
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Such  Nazareens  as  are  not  employed  in  the  pub- 
lic Works,  but  belong  to  private  Perfons,  are  a 
thoufand  Times  lefs  unhappy  than  the  Turkijh  Slaves. 
They  are  pretty  well  fed  ,  whereas  the  others  have 
fuch  Aliment  only  as  is  given  to  Slaves,  viz.  a 
Pound  of  Fat,  of  as  exquifite  a  Kind  as  that  ufed  in 
making  of  Candles,  and  in  which  the  Beans  allot- 
ted for  twenty  five  Slaves  are  ftewed. 

1  cannot  conceive,  dear  Monceca^  as  the  Naza- 
reens  treat  their  Captives  with  fo  much  Severity, 
how  they  can  poflibly  inveigh  fo  much  againft  the 
Ufage  which  thofe  of  their  Religion  meet  with,  who 
are  Slaves  among  the  lurks.  If  there  were  Orators 
among  the  y^r/(:<7«j,  wl-o  had  the  Art  of  moving 
the  Paffions,  by  pathetic  Speeches,  I  am  perfuaded 
they  would  make  as  pompous  and  affefting  Decla- 
mations, on  the  Cruelty  which  their  Countrymen 
meet  with,   as  thofe  of  the  Nazareens. 

How^ever,  I  do  not  condemn,  dear  Monceca^ 
thofe  Writers,  and  particularly  certain  Friars  (obli- 
ged by  the  P.ulcs  of  their  Order,  to  redeem  Cap- 
tives) who  magnify  a  little  in  their  Relations,  and 
enlarge  on  the  Evils  of  Slavery.  This  is  of  Ufe  to 
enflame  the  Charity  of  the  Nazareens.,  v»^ho,  moved 
to  CompaiTion  at  the  fad  Fate  of  their  Brethren, 
employ  their  utmoil  Endeavours  to/ree  them  from 
it.  Few  Alms  are  more  praife-worthy,  more  ne- 
cefiary,  than  fuch  as  are  beflowed  for  freeing  Slaves 
from  Mifery,  to  which  they  were  reduced  merely 
by  the  Sport  of  Fortune;  their  Calamity  not  being 
the  EfFe<5l  of  their  Guilt.  The  public  Welfare 
heightens,  on  this  Occafion,  the  Pity  and  Charity 
of  private  Perfons  :  For  if  no  Regard  is  paid  to 
thofe  Vv'ho  endeavour  to  make  Arts  flourifh,  and  if 
they  are  not  fuccoured  in  their  Misfortunes  ;  it 
might  be  juftly  feared  that  Multitudes  would  be  in- 
timidated, who  otherwife  might  be  tempted  to  brave 

the 
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the  Perils  of  the  Sea,  if  they  were  not  reftrained  hy 
a  Dread  of  meeting  with  the  like  fad  Fate.  /  had 
much  rather^  would  a  Spaniard  fay,  be  lefs  wcalth)\ 
than  run  the  Hazard  of  loftng  ?ny  Liberty^  zvithout 
any  Hopes  of  ever  recovering  it. 

The  Cuftom  of  relieving  Slaves  is  of  as  ancient 
a  Date  among  the  ISlazareens^  as  the  Eftablifhmenc 
of  their  Religion.  Their  firft  Do6lors,  who  were 
Perfons  of  a  charitable  Difpofition,  and  whofe  Bu- 
finefs  was  always  to  comfort  Perfons  in  Diftrefs,  ap- 
pointed Gatherings  to  be  made,  which  were  diftri- 
buted  for  the  Benefit  of  fuch  as  were  perfecuted, 
baniilied,  butchered,  or  burnt.  The  Inflant  that 
thofe  appointed  to  diliributethe  Alms  heard  that  any 
of  their  Brethren  were  imprifoned,  they  immedi- 
ately endeavoured  to  relieve  them.  They  thought 
it  was  for  the  Glory  of  the  Nazareen  Name,  to  be 
aifc6ted  with  the  Calamities  of  thofe  who  enjoyed 
that  Name  in  common  with  them.  So  laudable  a 
Cuftom  has  been  perpetuated  among  feveral  Nati- 
ons of  Europe.  i\mong  the  French.,  the  Italians^ 
the  Spaniards  and  Portugueze^  are  Monks^  who  col- 
lecfl  the  Monies  beftov/ed  for  the  Redemption  of 
Captives,  and  employ  them  for  that  Purpofe.  It 
would  be  fcarce  poffible  for  them  to  embezzle  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  Monies  put  into  tlieir  Hands, 
they  being  audited  by  fomeof  the  Laity,  whocoull 
never  be  prevailed  upon  to  conni\^e  at  fuch  a  Fraud. 
Yet  notwithfianding  all  the  Precautions  ufed,  fome 
little  Embezzlements  are  made  by  the  Friars  ;  but 
this  they  more  than  compenfatc,  by  the  Benefit  pro- 
duced by  their  Sermons,  which  is  wholly  formed  of 
an  Account  of  Slaves  who  had  been  burnt,  impa- 
led, cut  to  Pieces,  ^V.  Thefe  Monks  deilroy  a 
much  greater  Number,  in  a  fingle  Period,  than  lias 
or  will  be  killed,  in  every  Country  where  the  A4a- 
bommedan  Religion  is  profelTed,  to  the  End  of  the 
C  2  World. 
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World.  However,  thefe  Preachers  fometimes  give 
Relations  in  which  Truth  (hines  forth  from  a- 
mid  the  Clouds  with  which  they  darken  it.  Thofe 
^vho  are  defirous  of  diflinguifhing  Truth  from  Falf- 
hood,  and  of  knowing  the  true  State  of  the  Cruelty 
exercifed  by  theTurks^  difcover  it  on  the  Occafions 
in  Queftion. 

I  obferved,  dear  Monceca^  that  the  Condition  of 
thofe  Naza7'£ensy  who  are  Slaves  to  private  Perfons, 
is  much  happier  than  that  of  fuch  Turks  as  are  in 
Captivity  among  the  Spaniards  and  French.  A  Frf- 
ar,  who  has  given  us  a  Relation  of  his  Voyage  to 
Tripoli^  could  not  prevail  with  himfelf  to  magnify 
the  Sufferings  of  the  Slaves  in  Queftion  ;  and  has 
thus  defcribed  the  Liberty  which  the  Turks  permit 
them  to  enjoy,  j^s  for  thofe  Slaves  whom  they  em- 
ploy in  their  Gardens.,  their  Toils  are  far  lefs  grievous  \ 
but  then  they  are  deprived  of  all  fpiritual  Succours^ 
many  of  them  dying  without  receiving  the  Sacraments, 
It  is  on  this  Occafion  that  they  fuffer  a  Perfecution^ 
which  is  much  more  dangerous  in  its  Confequences^t 
though  it  does  not  appear  fo  fever c  :  For.  as  Vice  is 
there  permitted  to  appear  bare- faced  \  and  all  Things 
confpire  to  enflaine  the  fncjf  abominable  Pajjions.,  the 
Turks,  taking  Advantage  of  the  little  fpiritual  Suc- 
cours the  Chrijiians  meet  with  there.,  oblige  the  Fe- 
jnales  (who  are  but  too  prone  to  this  of  themfelves) 
among  than  to  employ  all  the  feducing  Arts  pofftble^ 
to  corrupt  them  ;  and  if  thefe  Nazareen  Captives 
are  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  drawn  away^  they  then  are 
under  a  Necefftty^  either  of  turning  Mahommedans, 
or  of  perijhing  in  the  Flames.  Thefe  Barbariansyr^- 
quently  excite  them  to  commit  Anions  of  the  mojl 
fjocking  Brutality ;  and  do  all  that  lies  in  their  Pow- 
er., to  reduce  them  to  an  infernal  Captivity,  by  the  a- 
bominable  Cri?ne  that  prevails  fo  much  among  them. 
So  that  a  Chrifiian^  in  Tripoli,  yz^n  as  much  from 

the 
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the  vile  Blandijhments  of  the  Infidels,  as  in  other 
Places f  from  the  Cruelty  of  the  Barbarians  *. 

It  would  be   impoflible  for  a  more  fpecious  Pre- 
tence to  be  hit  upon,  in  order  to  give  an  odious  Air 
to  the  Kindnefs  of  the  Turkljh  Patrons,  than  in  fup- 
pofing  it  direcfliy  repugnant  to  the  Nazareen  Religi- 
on ;  and  thofe  who  believe  whatever  they  are  told, 
without  taking  the  Pains  to  give  it  a  due  Examina- 
tion, look  upon  the  Condition  of  thofe  Slaves  who 
belong  to  private  Perfons,    as  more  calamitous  than 
that  of  fuch  as  appertain  to   the   State.      Plowevcr, 
nothing  can  be  faifer  than  the  Arts  which  it  is  faid 
their  Women  are  commanded  to  employ,  in  order 
to  prompt  their  Slaves  to  change  their  Religion.     On 
the  contrary,  it  is  a  great  Grief  to  them  when  any 
fuch  Thing  happens,  becaufe  they   are  obliged,  at 
the  Expiration  of  a  certain   Time,  to  give  them 
their  Liberty  :  And  the  Captives,  fo  far  from  being 
reduced  to  the  Neceflity,  either  of  turning  Mahom- 
medans,  or   of  perijhifig    in  the  Fla?nes^  when  they 
are  catched  in  an  Intrigue  with  any  of  the  Turkijh 
Women,  only  receive  an  hundred  Blows  on  the  Soles 
of  their  Feet.      There  indeed  is  a  Law,  which  pre- 
vails all  over  Barbary  in  general,   that   whenever  a 
Nazareen  is  catched  in  an  Intrigue  with  a   Turkifi 
Woman,  the  former  will  be  impaled,  and  the  lat- 
ter drowned  ;     but  this  Law  is  never  put  in   Force, 
except  with  Regard  to  fuch  Perfons  who,   being  in  a 
State  of  Freedom,   are  not  able  to  raife  a  confider- 
able  Sum  to  h\'Q  their  Lives  ;  for  as  to  Slaves,  they 

*  The  State  of  the  Kingdoms  of  Barhary,  Tripoli y 
Tunis  and  Algiers^  containing  the  Hilrory  both  natural 
and  political,  of  tiiofe  Counrnes ;  and  the  Treatment 
which  the  Slaves  there  meet  with  from  the  Turks  ;  the 
PvJanner  of  their  being  ranfomed,  ^c-.  p.  76. 
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feltlom  fall  a  Sacrifice  to  it.  This  Diftin^ftion  is 
owing  to  a  Principle  of  Self-interell  among  the 
Turku ;  few  o^  them  thinking  it  reafonable-  to  fa- 
crifice  their  Slaves  to  the  Glory  of  Mahommed,  As 
10  the  Women,  they  are  punifhed  with  great  Seve- 
rity: If  their  Gallants  will  not  turn  Mahommedans^ 
the  Women  in  Queftion  are  drowned.  Thou  Teeft, 
dear  Monceca^  how  liti'e  Credit  ought  to  be  given 
to  fuch  Relations  as  are  wrote  by  Perfons  whofe  In- 
tcreft  it  is  to  difguife  the  Truth.  However,  as  I  be- 
fore cbferved,  this  ought  to  be  excufed,  whenever 
any  confiderable  Advantage  is  to  refult  from  it. 

It  is  furprizing  that  the  European  Princes,  who 
have  had  fo  much  Reafon  to  complain  of  the  Cor- 
iairs  of  Algiers^  Tunis  and  Tripoli  j  who  fometimes 
even  chaftifed  them  with  Severity,  though  always  to 
no  Purpofe,  {hould  never  have  formed  a  Refolution 
utterly  to  deftroy  them.  This  might  have  been 
eafily  done,  and  they  thereby  might  have  freed  all 
the  Mediterranean  Coaft  from  a  Peft  that  has  the 
moft  deadly  EfFed^  upon  Trade.  They  ought  to  re- 
ly very  little  on  the  Alliance  into  which  they  may 
enter  with  thofe  Barbarians^  becaufe  thefe,  the  In- 
fiant  it  is  their  Intereft  to  infringe  them,  never  fail 
to  do  it.  NecefTity  even  obliges  them,  in  order  to 
fubfift  themfelvTs,  to  violate  the  Articles  of  Peace 
with  fame  Prince,  whenever  they  ceafe  Hoftilit  es 
with  P^egard  to  another.  If  a  Harmony  fubfiPcs  be- 
tween them  and  the  French  and  Englijlo^  they  then 
are  fure  to  plunder  the  Dutch  and  Spaniards  ;  and 
if  they  afterwards  join  in  Amity  with  the  Dutch, 
they  then  break  oiF  from  the  French.  This  is  a 
Circumftance  which  all  Europe  knows  to  be  true  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  Time,  concerns  the  Intereft  of  ail 
the  Nazarecn  Princes.  Nevertheleis,  they  are  fo 
far  from  joining  together  againft  their  common  Ene- 
mies, 
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mics,  that  they  favour  them,  and  furnifh  them  with 
Succours  of  every  Kind. 

The  Politics  of  the  Nazareen  Monarchs  prove 
the  ftrongeft  Support  of  the  Corfairs  of  Barbary. 
Whoever  examines  this  Matter  thoroughly  will  find, 
that  the  Intereils  of  the  feveral  Crowns  are  fo  dif- 
ferent, that  it  will  be  impoffible  for  them  ever  to 
unite,  in  order  to  deftroy  the  Algerinesy  the  Tun'ifi- 
ans  and  Tripolitans.  It  is  the  Intereft  of  the  Eng- 
lijhnot  to  let  the  Spaniards^  the  French^  or  the  Dutch, 
poflefs  themfelves  of  the  Ports  of  Barbary  :  For  the 
Moment  they  fhould  be  engaged  in  War  with  thofe 
Nations,  they  could  not  calt  Anchor  any  where  a- 
long  the  Coaits  of  the  Mediterranean^  but  would 
be  excluded  from  all  its  Ports.  The  EngUJh  are  fo 
firmly  perfiiaded,  that  it  is  againft  their  Intereft  for 
the  Spaniards  to  be  powerful  \n  Barbary^  that  they 
would  willingly  have  aflifted  the  Turks  in  recover- 
ing Oran.  For  the  fame  Reafon  v/hich  will  not 
allow  the  Spaniards  to  pollefs  themfelves  of  the 
Ports  of  Barbary^  the  ether  Powers  will  not  be 
prompted  to  aflilt  any  Crown  that  fhould  attempt 
to  feize  upon  them. 

The  Intereft  of  Trade  alfo  prevents  Princes  from 
uniting  together  againft  the  Algerines.  The  greater 
Obftacles  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch  meet  with  n\ 
their  Navigation,  the  more  Advantage  the  Britijb 
Ships  enjoy.  I  will  fuppofe  three  Vefiels,  belonging 
to  the  Spaniards^  the  French  and  the  Englijh,  b'''*S 
at  Cales,  and  bound  for  Adarfeilles.  Now  if  it  de- 
pended upon  myfclf,  to  put  Goods  on  board  any  of 
the  three  Veiiels  I  might  think  proper,  I  fnould  be 
far  from  making  Choice  of  the  Spanifo  Ship  ;  be- 
caufe  I  fiiould  have  the  Corfairs  of  Algiers^  Tunis y 
Tripoli^  the  Turks  and  the  Moors  for  my  Enemies.  I 
fhould  run  much  lefs  Hazard  in  fhipping  my  Goods 
on  beard  the  French?nan^  having  no  Enemies  to 
C  4  dread 
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dread  but  the  Sallee-rDvcrs  ;  neverthclefs  I  (hould 
make  Choice  of  the  En^yJifb  VefTel,  becaufe  I  then 
fhould  (land  in  Fear  of  No- body. 

It  is  fo  very  confiderable  an  Advantage  to  he  freed 
from  all  Apprehenfions  with  Regard  to  Corfairs, 
that  there  is  no  Spanijh  Ship  but  would  hoift  the 
Engiijh  or  French  Flag,  in  cafe  this  was  allowed. 
Thofe  French  Confuls  who  are  fettled  in  the  Ports 
cf  Italy^  reap  great  Advantages  by  the  Permiffion 
they  obtain  from  the  French  Admiral,  in  Favour  of 
feveral  Merchants,  who,  to  prevent  evil  Accidents, 
trade  under  the  French  Flag.  If  the  Ships  of  all 
other  Nations  enjoyed  the  fame  Privileges,  thofe  of 
the  Nation  in  Qt'eftion  would  confequently  be  of 
no  Ufe. 

Such,  dear  Monceca^  is  the  odd  Fate  of  Man- 
kind. One  Party  cannot  raife  itfelf  but  by  pulling 
down  the  other,  li  they  all  entertained  a  juft  Way 
of  thinking,  they  doub'tlefs  would  be  fenfible,  that 
the  Duty  moft  incumbent  on  them,  is  to  facrifice 
all  Views  of  fordid  Intereft  to  the  Eafe  and  Tran- 
quillity of  their  Brethren.  But  the  Politics  of 
States,  which  is  founded  folely  on  the  Views  of  Rich- 
es and  Grandeur,  clafhes  with  the  Sentiments  dic- 
tated by  Humanity.  An  Englijhman  does  not  va- 
lue if  an  hundred  Spaniards  are  made  Slaves,  pro- 
vided his  Trade  flourifhes,  and  his  VefTel  arrives 
fafe  in  the  Harbour. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  dear  Monceca  y  live  contented 
and  happy  ;  and  imprint  deep  in  thy  Memory,  that 
a  Philofopher  ought  never  to  be  adiuated  by  Views 
of  Self-lnterefl. 

jllgiers^  the  .   .   .  .  • 
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Jacob  Brito   to  Aaron   Monceca. 
T^  H  E    Sciences,   my  dear  Monce-ca^    are  entirely 


unknown  in   Alghvs.       The  People  there  have 


1 

not  theleaft  Tincture  of  any  Thing  relating  to  Phi- 
lofophy  and  polite  Literature.  There  are  only  a 
few  pitiful  Afirologers  in  that  Country,  who  abufe 
the  Credulity  of  the  People  ;  and  foilie  Ballad-ma- 
kers, whofe  Songs  arc  greatly  inferior  to  thofe  which 
blind  People  fing  at  the  Corners  of  Streets  in  Paris, 

The  like  Ignorance  prevails  in  all  Parts  of  Africa^ 
the  Kincrdom  oi  Morocco  excepted.  In  the  Capital 
of  this  Empire  is  an  Univernty,  of  which  the  re- 
nowned Averroes  was  formerly  Profeflor.  The  U- 
niverfity  in  Qucftion  is  compofed  of  a  great  Num- 
ber of  learned  Arabians^  who  adhere  ftrongly  to  the 
Doctrine  of  Ariffotle^  whofe  Works  were  tranilated 
into  Arabic  by  Averroes. 

The  Moors  were  as  great  Peripateticks  anciently, 
as  the  Friars:  And,  about  the  f..me  Time  that  A- 
verrocs  brought  the  Arabians  acquainted  with  this 
Greek  Philofopher,  the  French  began  to  imbibe  his 
Opinions.  Rigor dus  informs  us  in  his  Hiiiory, 
tliiLt,  in  a  Council  held  at  Paris  \n  12C9,  the  Af- 
fcmbly  fentenced  to  the  Flames  fome  of  Arijhtle'^ 
Works,  which  were  explained  in  the  Schools  ;  and 
which,  having  been  brought  not  long  before  from 
Conftaritinople^  had  been  tranflated  from  the  Greek 
into  Latin  *. 

^  Deliiti de  ?io-co  a  C^njlantinopoii^  ij  e  Grreco  i/i  Lr.ti- 
iiumtro.TiJlati.  Rigordus,  z;^  V^ita  Philippi  Augalli,  apud 
LaLuoiurn  de  varu 


Ariilotelis  Fortuna,  cip.  i.  p.  6. 
C  5  The 


34  77v  Jewish  Spy.      Let.i6^. 

The  peripatetic  Syftem  prevailed  longer  in  Afrl- 
ca  than  it  did  in  Europe  \  and  it  has  now  enjoyed  a 
Reign  there  of  five  hundred  Years.  Happily  for  its 
Glory,  Morocco  has  not  given  Birth  to  a  Des  Car- 
ies  or  a  Go[fendi.  In  all  Probability,  fliould  any 
fuch  arife  up  among  them,  they  would  find  it  as 
hard  a  Task  to  make  the  Arabians  fenfible  of  the 
Defe£ls  in  the  ancient  Philofophy,  as  the  French  to 
open  the  Eyes  of  their  Countrymen.  It  is  certain 
that  they  would  be  as  grievoufly  perfecuted  ;  the 
Doctors  among  the  Moors  being  as  choleric  as  the 
Na-zarecn  Divines  ;  as  bigotted  to  the  Opinions 
which  have  been  inftilled  into  them  in  their  Youth  ; 
and  as  ready  to  cry  out,  a  Heretic^  whenever  any 
Perfon  happens  to  diflent  from  them. 

Jverroes  involved  himfelf  in  a  Series  of  Troubles, 
for  attemping  to  outfirip  his  Brother- Profeflbrs ;  and 
it  was  not,  till  after  he  had  AifFercd  much  greater 
Calamities  than  thofe  v;hich  obliged  Des  Cartes  to 
leave  his  native  Country,  that  he  at  laft  found  an 
Opportunity  of  purfuing  undifturbed  his  philofophi- 
cal  Studies.  The  Hiiiory  of  his  Misfortunes  is  fo 
very  curious  ;  and  gives  fo  exa£t  a  Defcription  of 
the  Jealoufy  which  prevails  fo  much  among  the 
Learned,  what  Religion  foevcr  they  may  profefs, 
that  you  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  meet  here  with  a 
fhort  Account  of  them,  written  by  a  very  able 
Writer. 

"  Several  of  the  Nobility  as  v;ell  as  Doftors  in 
•*  Corduha^  particularly  Ibnu-Zoar  the  Phyhcian, 
♦*  envied  Jverroes  ;  and  refclved  to  impeach  him, 
**  as  entertaining  heterodox  Principles.  They  fub- 
•'  orned  certain  Youths,  who  befought  him  to  fa- 
*'  vour  them  with  feme  Ledures  in  Philofophy. 
*'  Averroes  Qotn^Wtd  with  their  Requefi-,  anddifco- 
*'  vered  to  them  his  Opinions  in  phllofophical  Mat- 
**  Jters  i    upon  which   they   caufed  an  Indrument 

*'  of 
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*'  of  this  to  be  drawn  up  by  a  public  Officer,  and 
*'  impeached  him  as  a  Heretic.  The  Inftrument  in 
"  Qi_je{lion  was  figned  by  an  hundred  Witnefles, 
*'  and  fent  to  Manfor^  King  of  Morocco.  The 
*••  Prince  having  read  it  was  enraged,  and  cried 
"  aloud  ;  it  is  plain  this  Man  is  not  of  our  Religion. 
»'  He  confifcated  all  his  PoirelTions,  and  fentenced 
«<  him  to  confine  himfeif  in  tlie  Diftrid  inhabited 
'»  by  the  Jews.  Avcrroes  obeyed  ;  but  as,  when 
**  he  ufed  to  go  fumetimes  to  the  Mofque,  to  offer 
*'  up  his  Prayers,  Boys  would  often  throw  Stones 
**  at  him,  he  withdrew  from  Corduha  to  ivz,  and 
''  there  conceal'd  himfclF.  However,  he  was  difco- 
<«  vered  a  few  Days  after;  when  being  thrown 
"  into  Prifon,  his'  Enemies  asked  Manfor  what 
"  fliould  be  done  with  him  ?  The  Monarch  aflem- 
"  bled  feveral  Divines  as  well  as  Lawyers,  and  bid 
*'  them  declare  what  Punifliment  ought  to  be  in- 
«'  flicked  upon  fuch  a  Man  ?  Moft  of  them  replied, 
«'  that  he  ought  to  be  put  to  Death,  as  being  an 
«'  Heretic;  but  fome  reprefented,  that  it  would  not 
'*  be  proper  to  put  to  Death  a  Perfon  of  his  Emi- 
*'  nence,  who'was  chiefly  known  under  the  Cha- 
"  ra6ter  of  a  Lawyer  and  a  Divine  ;  and  therefore, 
*'  continued  they,  it  will  not  be  reported  among 
»*  the  People,  that  a  Heretic  was  condemned,  but 
"  a  Lawyer  and  a  Divine.  The  Confequence  of 
*'  this  will  be,  i.  That  the  Infidels  will  no  longer 
*<  be  induced  to  come  over  to  our  Religion,  which 
''  muft  necefiarily  lelTen  the  Number  of  its  Pro- 
^'  fefibrs.  2.  A  Complamt  will  be  made,  that  the 
''  African  Do<^ors  feek  out,  and  difcover  P^eafons 
»'  for  putting  one  another  to  Death  ;  it  will  there- 
fore be  more  confonant  to  the  Di<Slates  of  Juf- 
tice,  to  oblige  him  to  make  a  Pvccantation  before 
the  Gate  of  the  chief  Molque,  where  this  Quef- 
tion  (hall  be  put  to  him,  Wheth.er  he  repents  ?  It 
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"  is  humbly  our  Opinions,  that  your  Majefty  ought 
*'  to  pardon  him,  in  cafe  he  gives  Tokens  of  Re- 
*'  pentance  ;  for  what  Man  here  below  is  entirely 
*'  free  from  Guilt  ?  Mafifor  approved  of  this  Ad- 
*'  vice,  and  gave  the  necelTary  Orders,  to  the  Go- 
*'  vernor  of  ivz,  for  patting  it  in  Execution. 
*'  Purfuant  thereunto,  our  Philofopher,  one  Fri- 
*'  day,  at  the  Hour  of  Prayer,  was  led  to  the  Gate 
*'  of  the  chief  Mofque ;  and  being  bare-headed,  was 
*'  fet  upon  the  higheft  Step,  when  all  who  entred 
*'  into  the  IVIofque  fpit  in  his  Face.  Prayers  be- 
•'  ing  ended,  the  Doftors  attended  by  the  Notaries, 
*'  and  the  Judge  with  his  Afiiftants,  came  and 
"  asked  the  ill-fated  Philofopher,  vvhether  he  re- 
*'  pented  of  his  Herefy  ?  He  anfwer'd,  that  he  did^ 
*'  upon  which  he  was  difcharged.  He  continued 
*^  in  Fe%^  and  there  read  Ledures  on  the  Civil- Law. 
'*  Some  time  after  this,  Manfor  giving  him  Leave 
**  to  return  to  Corduha^  he  Vv^ent  thither,  but  led 
*•  a  miferable  Life,  having  neither  Money  nor 
*'  Books.  In  the  mean  Time,  the  Judge  who 
*•'-  fucceeded  him,  difcharged  fo  ill  the  Duties  of 
^'  his  Fun6^ions ;  and  Juftice  in  general  was  fo 
*•  badly  adminiftred  in  this  Country,  that  the  Peo- 
*'  pie  found  themfelves  cruelly  opprefled.  Manfor^ 
**  being  defirous  of  applying  a  Remedy  to  this 
*'  Evil,  aiTembled  his  Council,  and  therein  pro- 
**  pofed  to  reftore  Averroes^  to  which  Overture  the 
*'  Majority  of  the  Aflembly  agreed  j  whereupon 
*'  an  Order  was  fent  to  him  to  return  immediately 
*'  to  Morocco^  to  be  there  reftored  to  his  former 
*'  Employment.  Averroes,  upon  this  Advice,  fet 
*'  out  that  Moment,  with  his  whole  Family,  for 
**  Morocco^  and  there  fpent  the  Remainder  of  his 
**  Days.  He  was  buried  in  it,  not  far  from  the 
'<  Street  of  the  Leather  dreflers]  and  his  Monument, 
**  with  an  Infcription  upon  it,   was  there  feen  dur- 

'*  insT 
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"  inp;  a  Ions;  Courfe  of  Years.  I  muft  not  omit 
"  the  Anfwer  he  made  to  thofe  who  asked  what 
"  fVame  of  Mind  he  entertained  during  the  Perfe- 
"  cution  he  laboured  under.  /  wns  both  pleafed 
*'  and  difpleafed^  rephed  he,  with  this  State.  It 
*'  was  a  great  Pleafure  to  me  to  be  difcharged  from 
'*  the  laborious  Toils  to  which  thofe  Alen  rmijl  fubmit 
"  who  would  acquit  the?nfelves  jiijily  of  the  Duties  of 
*'  the  E??iployment  I  filled 'i  but  it  vexed  me  not  a 
*'  little^  to  fee  ?nyfclf  cppreffed  by  fa  If e  Witneffes.  I 
"  did  ?Jot  wijh^  added  he,  to  be  rejhred  to  my  Poft  -y 
"  and  did  not  reaffutne  the  Fun5llons  of  it^  till  my 
*'   Innocence  had  been  cleared  *." 

The  firft  Time,  dear  Monceca^  that  I  read  this 
Relation  of  the  fad  Calamities  in  which  Averrocs 
was  involved,  I  called  to  A4ind  thofe  which  {o  great 
a  Number  of  the  Ivcarned  fuffered,  with  as  little 
Shadow  of  Juftice  as  this  famous  Arabian.  When 
I  refle6^cd  on  the  difgraceful  Porture  in  which  he 
was  fet  at  the  Gate  of  the  Mofque,  I  figured  to  mv- 
{c\i  Arnauld  or  Pafchal^  feated  on  the  Steps  in  the 
Jcfuit's  College,  and  there  fubmitting  to  the  Infults 
of  every  Member  of  the  Society.  If  the  Jefuits  had 
found  as  eafy  an  Opportunity,  in  Paris.,  of  fatiat- 
ing  their  V^engeance  as  the  Corduban  Doctors,  there 
is  no  dou')t  but  that  the  Anchorites  of  Port-Royal 
v/ould  have  been  fentenced  to  perform  fome  Penance, 
perhaps  more  cruel  than  that  of  the  Mahominedans 
jufl  mentioned. 

No  Hatred  is  fo  dangerous  as  that  which  fprings 
from  the  Feuds  and  Diflentions  of  learned  Men, 
and  of  Divines  efpecially  ;  and  there  is  no  Sort  of 
Excefs  to  which  the  laft  mentioned  will  not  give 
into,  when  not  reftrained  by  a  fuperior  Power. 
They    fet   every   Engine    at   work    to    ruin    their 

*  Bayle%  Di(^.  Rem.  [A/]  of  the  Article  A<verrQes. 

Adver- 
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Adverfaries ;  and  employ,  without  the  leaft  Scru- 
ple, Calumny,  Falfhood,  and  the  blackell:  Frauds, 
to  compafs  their  Ends.  Though  the  famous  Ar- 
nauW^  Enemies  could  not  enjoy  the  Pleafure  of 
forcing  him  to  fubmit  to  the  Stlgtria  inflicS^ed  on 
Averroes^  they  endeavoured  to  deftroy  his  Reputa- 
tion by  defamatory  Libels  ;  and  what  a  Flood  of 
abfurd  Calumnies  were  vented  on  that  Occafion  ? 
According  to  them,  that  illuftrious  Man  was  a 
Wizard,  and  in  great  Favcwr  at  the  Court  of  BeeU 
%ehuh^  whom  he  ufed  to  addrefs,  every  now  and 
then,  in  the  moft  eloquent  Speeches.  //  h  certain^ 
fays  an  Author  *,  that  Mr,  de  Maupas,  Bijhop  of 
Evreux,  affirmed  to  many  Perfons^  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  a  Convert  from  Witchcraft^  that  he  had 
often  fe en  Mr,  Arnauld  at  their  diabolical^  noSiurnal 
Meetings <i  with  a  Princefs  of  the  Blood  ;  and  that 
Mr.  Arnauid  there  made  a  very  beautiful  Speech  to 
the  Devil,  Some  other  of  this  Divine's  Enemies 
publifhed  f ,  that  he  had  declared  hi?nfelf  Head  of 
the  Waldenfes,  and  zvas  become  the  mighty  Protestor 
of  that  People  %,    They  transformed  this  Divine  into 

*  The  Author  of  the  IVth  Cafe  of  Janfeniush  Rela- 
tions, Page  2. 

f  See  Qiiefiions  curieufes,  pag.  4. 

X  Nos  infra  infer ipti  Superior es  Con'ventuales  Regularirtm 
in  Cl-vitate  Leodienfi^  certiorati  de  Con^venticulis  qu^  ha- 
henlur  apiid  certurn  Arnoldum  DoSirinam  fufpeBam  fpar- 
geniem,  cenfemus  D.  Vicarium  charitati've  certiorandum,  ut 
fmilia  con-xe:i:icula  dijfpcre^  ifj  prohiberc  von  dedignetur^ 
etiam  cum  diSio  Amoldo  Cow;.  erfc.tiG'nes.  Datum  in  Conven- 
tu  Minorujn  hac  z^  Augnfti  16 CO  ;  ad  quem  effe£tum  co7n- 
mifwius  R.  P.  M.  Ludovicum  Lamet  Priorem  Doininicajio- 
rum,  ad  Non.ine  noji;  0  accedendum  D.  Ficariu?n,  iff  expo- 
nendum  Intentionem  ri?,/?r/7W.QuellioriS  curieufe,  Page  228. 
Heavens!  what  L^//,^  have  we  here  !  It  is  ipdeed  worthy 
the  Enemies  of  that  learned  Man. 

the 
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the  General  of  an  Army  ;  and  this  at  a  Time  when 
they  were  fcnfible  that  their  Calumnies  would  be 
entirely  defeated.  They  did  not  value  though  af- 
terwards a  Difcovery  was  made  of  their  Frauds,  if 
they  did  but  prevail  during  fome  Time. 

six  Friers  of  Liege  did  all  that  lay  in  their  Power, 
to  caufe  this  renowned   Divine  to  meet  with  the 
fame  cruel  Treatment  which  Averroes  had  met  with 
in  Morocco.      The  Father  Guardiane  of  the  Recol- 
lets  and  of  the  Francifcans,  the  Priors  of  the  Auftin 
Friers  and  of  the  Dominicans,    and  the  Vicar  of 
the  Carmelites,    with  the  Redor  of  the  Jefuits  at 
their  Head,    behaved   in  the  fame  Manner  as  the 
Dolors  of  Corduha,    animated  by  Unu  the  Phyfi- 
cian.     Thefe  Friers  drew  up  a  Petition,    in  which 
they  required  to  have  one  Arnaidd  excluded  from  all 
civil  Society,    for  entertaining  Opinions  pernicious 
to  it.     0  tefnpora  !    O  mores !     Dear  Monceca,    is 
it  not  (hocking  that  iix  defpicable  Friers  ftiould  be 
fo  amazin2;ly  infolent,  as  to  prefume  to  fpeak  oi  one 
of  the  moil  'learned  Men  in  the  World,    as  though 
they  were  talking  of  f^  me  Vagrant,    or  of  one  re- 
fcmbling  themfelves?    With  what  Indignation  will 
Pofterity  one  Day  hear,    that  this  illuftrious  Divine 
was  pointed  at  by  the  Name  of  oue  Jrnauld  ?     If 
any  Circumltance  can  leffen  the  Surprize,    it  will 
be^heir  reflc-aing,    that  fo  great  a  Number  of  il- 
luftriousPcrfuns  have  been  perfecuted  by  Adverfaries 
eoually  ignorant  and  hoc- headed. 

'  To  paf:.  over  the  Misfortunes  with  which  feveral 
Literati,  in  the  prefent  Age  have  been  oppreiled, 
if  we  trace  this  Matter  ftill  higher,  it  will  appear 
that  Merit  has  always  been  obnoxious  to  the  At- 
tacks of  Fnvy.  Men  of  Lciitcrs  do  not  common- 
ly meet  with  the  greateft  Enemies  among  Perfons 
who  profefs  a  different  Religion  from  themfelves, 
but  amon-2  tjiofe  of  their  own  Perfuafion.  Mr. 
^  Claude 
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Claude  never  attempted  to  attack  Mr.  Ar7iauld\ 
Morals  j  this  being  done  by  none  but  a  Herd  of  Scribe 
Jers  among  the  MoUnifls ;  if  we  except  one  Prote- 
Jiant  Miniiter,  whofe  fraudulent  Writings  were 
difowned  even  by  his  Brethren  *.  Melanchthon  met 
with  more  cruel  Adverfaries  among  the  Lutherans 
than  among  the  Papijis  themfelves.  His  calm  and 
peaceful  Difpofition,  drew  upon  him  the  Hatred  of 
all  the  Rigorifls;  and  became  fo  grierous  to  him, 
dthat  he  confidered  Death  as  a  Blefling,  as  that  only 
could  fecure  him  from  Envy.  We  are  told  by  the 
Author  of  his  Life,  that  the  Jealoufy  of  his  Ene- 
mies rofe  to  fo  high  a  pitch,  and  that  they  took  fuch 
uncommon  pains  to  ruin  him,  that  he  expecfed  e- 
very  Week  to  be  turned  out  of  his  Profeflbrfhip 
which  he  yet  enjoy'd  forty  Years  f . 

Melanchthon'' s  unhappy  Defliny  puts  me  in  Mind 
of  that  of  Abelard^  one  of  the  moll  iliufiriDus  Reviv- 
ersof  the  Sciences,  and  who  was  contemporary  with 
Averrces.  How  grievous  were  the  Misiortunes  and 
Calamities  he  laboured  under,  occafioned  by  the  Ma- 
chinations of  the  Priefts,  both  Secular  and  Regular! 
They  forced  him,  without  permitting  him  to  fay  a 
Word  in  his  own  Defence,  to  commit  publickly 
his  Books,  with  his  own  Hands,  to  the  Flames. 
The  Hatred  of  fome  Authors  purfued  this  great 
Man  feveral  Years  after  his  Death.  They  charged 
him  with  continuing  a  fiiameful  Correfpondence  with 
Heloife^  after  the  dreadful  Adventure  which  pre- 
vented his  having  an  Opportunity  to  indulge  him- 
itU  \n  it,    and  they  aiTiimed  that  he  had  tafted  as 

* 

*  L'  Efprit  de  Mr.  Amculd^   compofe  par  Mr.  Jurieu, 

.-^   Publice  Tion  duhita'vit  affirmare  :     Ego  jam  firm  hicy 

Dei  beneficio^  quadraginta  ann(.s  ;  ^  nunquc-.m  pond  die  ere, 

aut  certiis  ejje^    ikb  per  unam  feptirnanam  mc.nfurum  ejje, 

Camerarias  in  Vita  Melancht.  Z^^.  2c6. 

2  ffreat 
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great  Delight  in  the  mere  Shadow  of  Pleafure,  as  in 
the  Pleafure  itfelf  *. 

How  violent,  dt?ir  Monceca^  muft  the  Hatred  be 
which  arifes  among  the  Literati,  fince  they  do  not 
revere  even  the  A&es  of  the  Dead  ;  and  cruelly  at- 
tack Heroes  who,  being  dead,  are  confequently  de- 
nied the  Opportunity  of  defending  themfclves. 

In  how  many  new  Libels  do  malevolent  Writers 
daily  afperfe  the  Memorv  <ji  Claude^  Arnauld^  Bayle^ 
Montagne^  Abarhanel^  Malmonides^  Luther^  Calvin^ 
St.  Aujlin^  St.  Jerom^  and  many  other  illu(trious 
Perfonagcs,  of  all  Religions?  But  fureiy,  would  it 
not  be  pofTibie  for  fuch  Writers  to  cenfure  whatever 
they  find  amifs  in  their  Writings,  and  at  the  fame 
Time,  do  Juifice  to  their  Perfons  and  their  Works  ? 
Though  1  am  a  Jew^  dear  Monceca^  1  yet  fhall 
be  far  from  afierting,  that  St.  Auftin  was  a  mere 
Scribler,  Arnculd  an  ignorant  Creature,  Luther  a 
Blockhead  ;  Calvin^  a  Man  of  no  Capacity,  and 
Bourdakile^  a.  Writer  who  infected  Mankind  with 
the  moft  pernicious  Morality  :  And  indeed  I  fhould 
blufti  was  Prejudice  to  carry  me  to  fuch  violent 
Lengths.  I  certainly  entertain  Opinions  different 
from  moft  of  the  jfanfeniji  or  Moli?ii/i  Do£lors,  but 
then  I  do  Juftice  to  the  eloquent  and  perfuafive  Man- 
ner in  which  they  maintain  their  Docflrines ;  and  fo 
far  from  afperfmg  them,  I  behave  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner as  a  Judge  with  regard  to  a  Pleader,  whofe  Caufe 
he  may  condemn,  tho'  he  admires  the  Genius  and 
Learning  employed  by  him  in  defending  it. 

Take  care  of  thy  Health,    dear  Monceca^    live 

*  Ex  qu'ihus  07nr,ihus  liquet  quam  frigida  fuerit  Petri " 
Ahehvui  Apologia^  cn?n  redargutus  de  ni/ria  fan.  Hi  cir  it  ate 
cum  Allied  qniden:  fud  Hcloifa,  <ff  cdiis  Monicdihus  Fara- 
cllti7ijibu5^  7-epof-uit  Eunnchos^  qua  lis  ipfe  faMus  eroty  tuto 
e  hi  que  omni  periculo  pojfe  <vc:fari  cum  Fceminis.  Theoph. 
Rnynaud,  Euuuchis,  pag.  14S. 

contented 
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I  perfedl  Impartia 
Jlgiers^  the  .  .  . 


contented  and  happy  ;  and  fhow  a  perfedl  Impartia- 
lity towards  Mankind  in  general. 


LETTER     CLXVI. 

Jacob  Brito  to  Aaron  Monceca. 

T  T  is  now  two  Days,  dear  Monceca^  fince  I  ar- 
•■'  rived  in  Tiinis^  a  City  built  about  nine  Miles 
from  the  Ruins  of  Carthage,  It  does  not  ftand  on 
the  Sea-Shore,  a  Circumftance  that  has  fecured  it 
from  being  bombarded  ;  and  the  Attacks  which  Al- 
giers and  Tripoli  have  fuffercd  from  the  EngUJh  and 
French.  Such  VelTels  as  go  to  Tunis^  caft  Anchor 
in  a  fpacious  Road,  defended  by  the  Forts  of  Gou- 
letta^  which  are  very  ill  fortified  ;  and  built  at  the 
Mouth  of  a  fmall  Canal,  which  forms  a  Commu- 
nication between  the  Sea  and  a  Lake,  an  hundred 
Paces  from  which  flands  the  City  of  Tunis.  Its 
Situation  is  far  lefs  agreeable  than  that  of  Carthage^ 
which  was  built  on  a  Neck  of  Land  that  flretches 
into  the  Sea,  and  forms  a  Cape  that  ftiU  bears  the 
Name  of  that  ancient  Commonwealth.  I  myfelf 
have  vifited  the  Ruins  of  it.  Among  an  amazing 
heap  of  Stones  we  meet  with  feveral  fubterraneous 
Places.  The  moft  entire  of  this  Kind  we  fee  is  a 
Refervoir  compofed  of  fixteen  or  feventeen  Cifterns, 
filled  with  Water  for  the  Service  of  the  Public 
Thefe  Cifterns  are  joined  together  by  a  common 
Arch,  which  alfo  covers  two  Galleries  on  the  Sides 
of  thefe  wide  fubterraneous  Places ;  and  which,  fuch 
who  went  to  draw  Water,  ufed  to  walk  upon.  Some 
thoufand  Paces  from  the  Ruins  of  the  City  ftand 
feveral  very  beautiful  Aqueduds,  of  a  confiderable 

Length, 
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Length,  and  which  anciently  reached  to  the  publick 
Cifterns.  There,  dear  Monceca^  ftands  all  that 
now  remains  of  haughty  Carthage^  once  the  Rival 
to  Rome,  Some  Years  hence  it  will  be  fcarce  pof- 
fible  to  difcover  the  Place  where  it  flood,  if  the  mo- 
dern Geographers  do  not  take  Care  to  point  it  out, 
for  the  ufe  of  Pofterity. 

We  have  hut  a  very  faint  Idea  of  thofe  Cities  that 
once  were  the  mod  renown'd :  What  we  know 
concerning  them  is  fo  confufed,  and  intermix'd  with 
fo  many  fabulous  Particulars,  that  it  is  impoflible, 
in  the  midft  of  this  Chaos  and  Confufion,  to  difcover 
the  Truth.  Ancient  Babylon  is  known  to  us  only  by 
the  Relation  of  feme  old  Writers,  who  do  not  clear 
up  half  our  Doubts;  and  not  the  lead  Footfteps  are 
now  remaining  of  that  once  fo  renowned  City. 

We  are  quite  ignorant  of  the  Manner  of  building 
ufed  by  Mankind,  (the  Egyptians  excepted)  in  the 
Infancy  of  the  World.  We  muft  go  back  to  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  to  difcover  the  Cement  ufed  for 
thofe  Materials  employed  in  the  Building  of  public 
Edifices,  The  ancient  Perftans^  Ethiopians,  Sec, 
ufed  to  build  without  Cement,  Mortar,  &c.  and 
merely  by  fixing  together  Stones  that  were  perfedlly 
joined,  as  appears  froni  feveral  of  their  Edifices  *. 
We  are  altogether  in  the  Dark  as  to  that  particular, 
and  fhall  never  be  able  to  gratify  our  Curiofity  in 
this  refpedf,  as  the  Accounts  now  remaining  of  thefe 
Things  are  very  cbfcure,  and  confequently  give 
litde  Satisfaction  to  fuch  Perfons  as  defire  to  have  a 
clear  Knowledge  of  Matters.  Befides,  the  Lights 
we  m.iy  gather  fiom  the  Ruins  that  now  exift  are 
fometimcs  fallacious,  Time  having  pulverized  cer- 
t.iin  Parts  of  the  Stone;  and  we  polTibly  may  confi- 
der  as  Mortar  the  Sand  feen   in  the  feveral  Places 

*  The  JreTicc  at  Ni7;;es  are  built  in  that  Manner. 

where 
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where  the  Stones  join.  In  fine,  tho'  certain  Edifi- 
ces may  have  been  built  with  a  Siibftance  fit  to  join 
the  Stones  together,  we  yet  are  utterly  in  the  Dark 
with  regard  to  the  Manner  of  compofing  this  Ce- 
jiient,  and  a  thoufand  fabulous  Particulars  are  re- 
lated on  that  Head. 

Another  Difficulty  that  occurs  in  the  Difcoveries 
attempted  to  be  made,  by  the  Ruins  found  in  the 
Fields,  where  ancient  Cities  of  Renown  formerly 
ffood,  is,  the  ftrong  Probability  we  have  to  believe, 
that  all  the  Ruins  in  Queftion  are  of  a  later  Date 
than  the  Manner  of  building  which  the  Curious  are 
in  Search  of.  The  principal  Cities  of  Antiquity 
were  deftroyed  feveral  Times,  and  moft  of  them  re- 
built under  the  Romans.  The  Ruins  now  feen  of 
ancient  Troy  are  not  the  Remain-s  of  the  Palace  of 
HeSior  and  Priam.  Thofe  Princes  were  not  power- 
ful enough  to  build  Edifices  which  contained  fo  vaft 
a  number  of  marble  Columns  as  are  now  found  in 
the  Fields  of  Troy.  To  be  perfuaded  of  this  Truth, 
we  need  but  read  Homer' 2>  Iliad  \  for  tho'  a  Poet 
always  magnifies  Objeds,  the  Inftant  we  call  our 
Eyes  on  the  prodigious  Remains  of  the  Marble  now 
fcattered  up  and  down  the  Fields  of  Troy^  and  the 
r.mazing  Numbers  that  have  been  carried  away  from 
it,  we  are  immediately  perfuaded,  that  the  Ruins  of 
the  famous ///z/w  are  iwt  thofe  which  exift  in  this  Age. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Rojnans.,  who  either  imagin- 
ed, or  were  extremely  defirous  of  liaving  it  believed, 
that  they  fprung  from  the  Trojans,  rebuilt  the  City 
of  Troy.  Auguftus  caufed  a  great  many  magnificent 
Edifices  to  be  railed  there,  on  the  Ruins  of  the  old 
City.  They  there  built  a  new  Ilium.,  which  has 
long  fince,  by  the  Injury  of  Time,  fallen  again  to 
Ruin;  and  if  Vv'e  now  meet  with  ancient  Monuments 
there,  thefe  ought  to  be  afcribed  to  the  Ro7?ians^  ra- 
ther than  to  the  ancient  Trojans,  Perhaps,  dear  Mon- 

cecoy 
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ceca^  the  fame  Obfervation  ought  to  be  extended  to 
the  Ruins  of  Carthage  \  and  the  Monuments  which 
are  there  ieen  in  this  Age,  were  poiTibly  not  built  by 
the  Romans^  till  after  they  had  pofleiled  themfclves 
of  Africa. 

The  calamitous  Fate  which  (o  many  proud  Cities 
have  met  with,  Part  whereof  have  been  deftroyed  by 
the  Mahojnmedans^  makes  me  frequently  refle(?t  on  the 
Prejudice  they  did  to  the  polite  Arts  and  Sciences. 
How  great  a  number  of  Edifices  were  demolifhed  by 
them,  and  how  many  ancient  Statues  broke  to  Pieces ; 
to  how  defolate  a  Condition  did  they  reduce  all  Greece^ 
which  contained  a  greater  quantity  of  valuable  Mo- 
numents than  all  the  reft  of  the  World  ?  How  could 
the  Nazarene  Princes  leave  that  Country  a  Prey  to 
tiie  Cruelty  and  Fury  of  thefe  Barbarians  ! 

Had  the  Turks  made  their  Incurfions  into  Greece^ 
at  the  fame  time  when  the  Goths^  the  Huns  and  the 
l^andals  facked  Rome ;  and  made  as  bad  Havock  in 
the  JFeJl  as  the  Maho?nmedans  did  in  the  Ea/l^  I 
ftiould  not  have  wonder'd  had  the  European  Monarchs 
abaudon'd  Conjiantinople  to  Makommed  II.  But 
that  this  barbarous  Prince  fliould  invade  ih^  Eajicrn 
Empire  in  the  fifteenth  Century  ;  that  after  pofTef- 
fing  himfelf  of  the  City  of  Confiantinople^  he  Ihould 
be  upon  the  Point  of  marching  to  Rojne^  in  order  to 
lay  wafte  and  deftroy  the  only  Monuments  which 
had  efcaped  the  Fury  of  Ignorance;  this  is  what  I 
can  never  reflect  upon,  without  bewailing  the  Blind- 
nefs  of  the  Nazarenes^  who,  being  at  that  Time 
difunited,  exerted  their  utmoft  Endeavours  in  order 
to  pull  one  another  to  Pieces. 

It  is  certain,  dear  Moncecay  that  if,  inftead  of  the 
chimerical  Projects  of  the  Crufaders,  the  European 
Princes  had  contented  themfelves  with  driving  the 
Turks  entirely  out  of  Europe^  they  would  have  eafily 
fucceeded  on  that  Occafion,     This  ought  to  have 

been 
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been  their  fole  Objedl;  for,  to  attempt  to  purfue 
them  in  Jfta,  or  to  found  a  Kingdom  among  them 
in  the  midft  of  Africa^  is  a  Proje6t  equally  ridicu- 
lous and  extravagant,  and  impoilible  to  be  put  in 
Execution.  All  thefe  Attempts  have  never  ferved, 
nor  will  ever  ferve,  to  any  other  Purpofe  but  to 
prove  the  Deftrud^ion  of  a  great  Number  of  Naza- 
renes,  by  the  Fatigue  of  their  Marches,  and  the  In- 
clemency of  the  Climate,  which  is  produ<5live  of 
contagious  Diftempers, 

This  naturally  puts  me  in  Mind,  dear  Monceca, 
of  the  Storm  that  is  ready  to  break  over  the  Heads 
of  the  Mahomrnedans.  If  the  famous  Alliance  that 
is  talked  of  fhould  take  Place,  and  the  Emperor,  the 
Venetiayu^  the  Poles^  and  Mufcovites  fhould  unite 
together,  the  Turks  will  be  in  greater  Danger  than 
ever;  and  fhould  the  Nazarene  Princes  continue  in 
Peace  two  Campaigns  longer,  the  Ottoman  Power 
muft  neceflarily  have  fuch  a  Defeat  as  it  will  be  im- 
pofTible  for  it  ever  to  recover.  In  the  laft  War  which 
the  Turks  had  with  the  Empire,  that  fmgle  Crown 
difpofTefled  them  of  the  two  flrongeft  Holds  upon 
their  Frontiers,  and  reduced  them  to  the  Neceffity 
of  making  an  ignominious  Peace.  What  will  be- 
come of  them,  as  they  now  are  obliged  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  the  Mufcovites^  who  will  make 
a  powerful  Diverfion,  as  well  as  againfl  the  Poles^ 
whom  they  have  as  much  Reafon  to  dread  ?  It  may 
be  affirmed,  dear  Monceca^  that  fhould  the  Ottoman 
Empire  get  clear  of  this  War  without  fuftaining  a 
considerable  Lofs,  nothing  will  be  able  to  fhake  its 
Power.  But  this  will  fcarce  be  pofTible;  and  I  do 
not  doubt  but  that,  before  this  Year  is  ended,  fuch 
an  Event  will  be  feen,  as  may  be  worthy  of  being 
tranfmitted  to  lateft  Pcflerity. 

I  confefs  to  thee,  dear  Monceca^  that  tho'  it  ought 

to  be  altogether  indifferent  to  me,  whether  I  depend 
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orTthfi  Nazarenes  or  Turks,  I  yet  cannot  forbear 
being  greatl)/  interefted  in  Favour  of  the  former, 
for  the  Sake  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences.  Every 
Strong- hold  that  is  won  by  the  hnperialiJIs^  every 
Battle  they  gain,  is  a  Victory  gained  over  Igno- 
rance. I  confider  the  Germans  as  the  Miflionaries 
of  Reafon  and  Philofophy.  What  a  Triumph 
.would  it  be  for  Learning,  in  cafe  a  Bookfeller, 
fome  Years  hence,  fhould  offer  to  Sale,  in  the  Hip^ 
podrome,  the  Works  of  Leibnitz,  and  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  ;  and  that  Des  Cartes  and  Gajfendi  fliould 
appear  in  Places,  where  nothing  was  feen  to 
triumph  but  the  Writings  of  fome  wretched  Tur^ 
kijh  Divines  !  Dear  Monceca,  fo  propitious  a  Cir- 
cumilance  as  this  may  one  Day  be  brought  about; 
it  depending  entirely  on  the  Unity  of  fome  Naza- 
rene  Powers.  Muft  Politicks  be  always  the  Ruin 
of  Mankind  !  I  am  of  Opinion,  dear  Monceca^ 
that  the  fame  Interefts  which  fecure  certain  pet- 
ty Princes  of  their  Dominions,  prevent  the  Ruin 
of  the  Mahommedans.  Great  Monarchs  are  not 
very  well  pleafed  to  fee  a  Conqueror  aggrandize  him- 
felf,  and  become  more  formidable.  Many  Powers 
would  not  be  willing  to  have  the  Turkijh  Empire  m 
Europe  totally  deftroyed,  as  this  would  not  fuit  their 
Intereft.  The  Love  they  bear  to  Religion  is  not 
confiderable  enough  to  outweigh  political  Reafons. 
Roman  Pontiffs  have  been  feen  to  unite  with  thofe 
very  Turks  againft  whom  Rome  had  (o  often  preach- 
ed Crufades ;  hut  Politicks  change  with  ihe  Times  ;  or 
new  Seafons  occafion  different  Cares,  which  is  the 
Motto  of  all  the  Princes  in  Qtieftion.  To  return 
to  Tunis. 

In  this  City,  as  in  Algiers,  there  is  a  Dey ;  but 
he  is  without  Authority,  and  the  real  Sovereign  is 
the  Bey.  Formerly  the  lad:  mentioned  was  only  a 
Commander  of  the  Militia  3  but  during  the  various 

Revolutions 
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Revolutions  which  happened  in  this  Kingdom,  the 
Beys  feized  upon  the  fuprenie  Authority  ;  and  they 
now  appoint  the  Dey :  And  it  is  alfo  in  their 
Power  to  depofe,  in  the  mod  abfolute  Manner,  and 
"whenever  they  think  proper,  thofe  whom  they  have 
raifed  to  that  Dignity. 

The  Moorsy  or  ancient  Inhabitants  of  the  Coun- 
try, are  far  lefs  unhappy  in  this  Country  than  in 
Algiers,  The  Beys  behave  with  great  Kindnefs 
towards  them,  in  order  to  fecure  themfelves  againft 
the  reftlefs  Spirit  of  the  Turks  \  and  by  this  Means 
they  have  introduced  a  Kind  of  Equilibrium^  which 
keeps  the  Country  at  Peace.  The  laft  Bey,  who 
died  a  few  Years  fmce,  had  gained  very  great  Ad- 
vantages by  the  Regard  he  fhewed  to  the  Moors. 
He  would  fain  have  freed  them  entirely  from  their 
Subjection  to  the  Turks-,  but  was  afraid  of  at- 
tempting to  execute  (o  diiEcult  an  Enterprize, 
which  might  have  been  attended  with  the  moft  fatal 
Confequences. 

A  very  remarkable  Circumftance  in  this  Prince 
is,  that  he  had  fcarce  any  Buttocks ;  at  leaft  that 
he  had  next  to  none ;  thofe  he  had  once  having 
been  cut  off,  to  prevent  tlie  ill  Confequences  of  a 
very  fevere  Baftinado,  which  he  had  received  on 
his  Pofteriors,  when  he  was  but  an  Officer  urtder 
the  Bey.  Two  hundred  Strokes  had  been  given 
him ;  and  thefe  had  been  laid  on  fo  very  ftoutly,  that 
the  Surgeons  were  forced  to  cut  off  his  Buttocks, 
to  prevent  a  Mortification.  This  rigorous  Punifh- 
ment  was  of  the  happieft  Confequence  afterwards ; 
for,  upon  his  Acceflion  to  the  Throne,  he  was  fen- 
fible,  by  the  Affli6i:ion  it  gave  him  to  be  reduced 
to  fo  unhappy  a  Condition,  how  ufeful  Buttocks 
are  to  Mankind.  This  prompted  him  to  abolifti 
a  Punifhment  by  which  he  had  been  (o  ill-fated  as 
to  lofe  his  own  3    fo  that,   during  the  twenty  Years 

that 
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that  he  reigned  in  Tunisy  every  one's  Pofleriors  were 
fecured  from  the  leaft  Infult.  His  SuccefTor,  in- 
fenfible  to  an  Infirmity  which  he  himfelF  never  la- 
boured under,  had  not  the  like  Compaffion ;  by 
which  Means  the  Cuftom  is  revived  of  giving  the 
Baflinado  upon  the  Pofteriors,  though  the  Soles  of 
the  P^cet  are  ufually  puniflied  on  tliefe  Occafions. 
Do  not  imagine,  dear  Monceca^  that  what  I  liere 
tell  thee  is  a  Fidion  ;  nothing  is  truer ;  and  it  is  no 
extraordinary  Thing  for  a  Punifhment  to  be  dif- 
ufcd,  when  abhorred  by  the  Sovereign. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  dear  Monceca  ;  live  contented 
and  happy,  and  may  Profperity  attend  upon  all  thy 
Affairs. 

Tunis  the  .... 


LETTER     CLXVTI. 

Jacob  -Brito  to  Aaron  Monceca. 

T  N  failing  from  Tunis^  dear  Monceca^  to  Tripoli^ 
■■•  I  was  forced,  by  the  Winds,  to  put  in  for  f;me 
Days  to  the  Ifland  of  Gerbe.  Near  the  Caflle  of 
this  Ifland  I  faw  a  Monument  of  the  Cruelty  and 
Fury  of  Mankind.  It  is  a  Pyramid,  thirty  Foot 
high,  and  upwards  of  an  hundred  and  thirty  round  \ 
and  ferves  as  the  Sepulchre  of  fuch  Naxarenes  as 
were  butcher'd  by  the  Soldiers  of  Or  can,,  who  won 
this  Country  from  the  Nazarenes.  This  Pyramid 
is  formed  of  Free-flone  half  way  ;  but  the  Remain- 
der is  made  of  nothing  but  the  Bones  and  Sculls  of 
Men,  piled  one  upon  the  other.  Tiie  Turks  take 
a  haughty  Satisfaction  in  beholding  this  Monument 
of  Hatred  and  Barbarity.  They  declare,  that  as 
Vol.  V.  D  the 
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the  Triumphs  which  they  have  gained  over  the  Na- 
^arenes^  are  fo  many  evident  Teftimonies  of  the 
Superiority  of  their  Religion,  which  God  has  vifi- 
bly  favoured  in  all  Ages,  it  is  their  Duty  to  eternize 
the  Remembrance  of  it.  The  Succefs  of  Arms  is 
one  of  the  ftrongeft  Arguments  which  the  Maho?n- 
medans  employ,  to  prove  the  Truth  and  Purity  of 
their  Tenets  *.  Since  God^  fay  they,  is  the  Author 
of  all  propitious  Events^  and  that  nothing  comes  to 
pafs  but  as  he  is  pleafed  to  give  Liberty  for  it^  is  it 
not  manifefl  that  he  approves  of  the  Zeal  we  burn 
withy  to  carry  his  Religion  into  all  Countries  F  And 
are  not  the  Blejfings  he  indulges  us,  and  the  ViSfories 
we  have  obtained  by  his  Succour^  over  fo  great  a 
Number  of  Nazarene  Nations,  an  infallible  Proof 
that  the  Koran  came  from  Heaven  ? 

This  falfe  Prejudice  imbibed  by  the  Turks,  makes 
them  behold  the  fews  with  a  moft  contemptuous 
Eye.  They  reproach  us  with  being  vifibly  aban- 
doned by  Heaven,  as  having  no  fixed  Abode  upon 
the  Earth,  and  having  no  Monarch  of  our  own  Na- 
tion to  govern  and  defend  us.  Nothing  can  be  fo 
ridiculous,  dear  Monceca,  as  that  pretended  Proof 
of  the  Truth  of  the  Koran.  If  the  Extent  of  a 
Religion,  and  the  Triumphs  it  has  gained,  were 
Proofs  of  its  Excellency,  the  Turks  would  be  forced 

*  Secundum  Motivum  efi  ViSioria  eorum  continua  contra 
Chrijlianos  ;  quod  aliquot  multum  movet  ;  unde  Vidores  fe 
vo7mnant^  iff  gloriantur^  quaji  ViSiores  totius  Mundi. 
Orajit  enim  pro  FiSloribus  fpecialiter  in  omnibus  Congrega- 
iionibus  fuisy  prafertim  in  continuis  pojt  Commejiionem  Gra- 
iiariim  Aciionibus.  Super biunt  infuper^  l^  Chrijlianos  Fcr- 
minas  defpiciendo  nominant,  &  fe  Viros  eorum  ;  iff  ut  ad 
hoc  magis  ac  ?nagis  incitentury  Antecejforum  Vidorias  de- 
fcrtbunt,  decantant^  laudant,  ac  praconifant.  Septem- 
Caftrenfis  de  Moribus  Turcarum»  Cap.  XI.  pag.  40,  apud 
Hoitingerum,  Hiilorioe  Orientalis,  /.  138. 

to 
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to  confefs,  that  when  Jerufalem  was  deflroyed  by 
the  Babylonians^  the  Deity  beheld  Paganifm  with  a 
favourable  Eye.  But  it  was  monftroufly  abfurd  to 
aiTert  fuch  an  Opinion  j  and  every  Religion  that 
can  afcribe  the  Progrefs  it  has  made  only  to  Oppref- 
fions  and  Murders,  is  rather  an  infernal  Enthufiafm 
than  a  celeftial  Dcdlrine. 

The  Methods  proper  for  infufing  Inftru£tIon  into 
Mankind  are  fo  natural,  that  thofe  Perfons  mufl: 
entertain  very  pernicious  Opinions,  who  would  en- 
deavour to  perfuade  them  from  Motives  of  Fear. 
No  Task  is  eafier,  than  that  of  bringing  back  the 
moft  erroneous  Minds  to  fenfible  Truths,  whea 
eafy  and  gentle  Methods  are  employed  ;  when  this 
is  done  without  the  leaft  Views  of  Self-intereft  ; 
and  when  fuch  Expedients  are  made  ufe  of  to  point 
out  their  Prejudices  to  them,  as  plainly  fhew  that 
the  Inftrudor  is  prompted  by  no  other  Motives  than 
thofe  of  Candor  and  philofophical  Sincerity. 

I  do  not  make  one  Moment's  Doubt  of  it,  dear 
Moncecay  but  that  if  the  Spanijh  and  Portugueze  In- 
quifitors  were  not  blinded  by  Avarice  and  Ambiti- 
on, the  Jews  would  foon  be  able  to  make  them  con- 
fefs, that  it  is  not  only  repugnant  to  the  Di6lates  of 
Humanity,  but  alfo  contrary  to  the  Will  of  the  Cre- 
ator, for  them  to  imprifon,  torment  and  burn  a  Set 
of  ill-fited  Creatures,  whofe  only  Crime  is  their  con- 
tinuing in  the  Belief  of  Opinions  which  they  looked 
upon  as  true,  and  had  been  imbibed  by  them  from 
their  moft  tender  Infancy.  Is  it  not  {hocking,  dear 
Monceca^  that  they  fhould  put  to  Death  a  Man  who 
never  hurt  any  of  his  fellow  Citizens,  or  did  the 
leaft  Prejudice  to  Society  ?  May  it  not  be  juftly  af- 
firmed, that  this  is  followi5)g  the  Example  of  the 
Turksy  and  employing  Expedients  of  every  Kind  to 
propagate  a  Religion  ? 

D  2  If 
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If  we  may  credit  a  Nazarene  Author,  the  In- 
'quifitors  are  prompted  by  political  Reafons  to  ad 
in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Mahommedans,  As  they 
have  corrupted  the  Nazarene  Doctrine  by  the  Fa- 
bles introduced  by  them  into  it,  they  are  reduced 
to  the  Neceflity  of  employing  as  many  Stratagems 
and  Artifices  to  eftablifh  them,  as  to  inculcate  a 
Belief  of  the  Koran.  It  is  certain  that  the  Doc- 
trine which  is  preached  by  certain  Nazarcnes^  m 
the  moft  remote  Countries,  is  fo  very  abfurd,  that 
the  meaneft  Perfons,  who  have  but  a  juft  Idea  of 
the  Unity  of  God,  muft  be  iliocked  at  it  5  and 
none  but  ignorant  Heathens  could  be  made  to  fwal- 
low  it  down. 

For  thefc  many  Years,  a  confiderable  Number 
of  Popifti  Divines  continue  to  inveigh,  in  the  ftrong- 
efl  Terms,  againft  the  Jefiits  fettled  in  China. 
They  reproach  them  v/ith  making  an  odd  A4ixture 
of  the  Nazarene  and  Heathen  Syftems  of  Belief; 
and  with  making  the  Nations  whom  they  were  fent 
to  inftrudt  acquainted  only  with  the  Exterior,  and 
the  Superfluities,  as  it  were,  of  Religion.  The 
Proteftant  Divines  go  ftill  greater  Lengths  in  their 
Inveclives.  Thefe,  poflibly,  may  be  exaggerated  ; 
for  the  Hatred  they  bear  to  the  other  Sedaries  raifes 
a  Mi  ft  before  their  Eyes,  and  frequently  magnifies 
the  feveral  Objeds. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  here  follows  a  PafTage  from  a 
Man  of  prodigious  Learning,  who  was  a  great  Ene- 
my to  the  Jeiiiits  *.  The  Jefuits^  fays  he,  are  not 
pleafed  with  Tradition^  fuch  as  it  appears ;  //  de- 
Jiroying  their  loofe  Morality^  and  overthrowing  the 
Do^irines  of  the  Romifh  Church  ;  fuch  in  particidar 
as  thofe  fuperJUtious  Fathers  attempt  moji  zealoufly  to 

*  La  Croze,  DifTertations  hiiloriques  fur  divers  fujets, 
7ome  I.  p'^ge  240. 

eflablijh ; 
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eftablijh  ;  and^  to  propagate  wh'ich^  they  travel  to  the 

\nofl  far-d'iftant  Countries The  following 

PafTage  may  ferve  to  give  an  Idea  of  their  Religion. 
...  It  is  exiradled  from  the  Hiftory  of  a  Chriftian 
Chineze  Lady,  whofe  Diredor  Father  Couplet  the 
Jefuit  had  been.  Saint  Ignatius^  fays  he,  St.  Francis 
Xavler^  St.  Candida^  whofe  Name  fhe  bore,  St. 
Monica^    St.  Urfula^    and  her  Companions,    were 

the  moft  tender  Objects  of  her  Piety Her 

p^aith  was  fo  lively  with  Regard  to  the  Efficaciouf- 
nefs  of  Holy-water,  and  the  Afhes  of  confecrated 
Palms,  that  fhe  ufed  to  confider  them-  as  univerfal 
Specifics  for  the  healing  Difeafes  of  every  Kind. 
Is  not  this  a  very  judicious  and  well-grounded  Faith 
and  Piety  !  and  it  is  St.  Ignatius,  St.  Urfula,  Holy- 
fFater,  and  the  Agnus  Dei,  zvhich  pro?npt  all  the 
Jefuits  to  crofs  the  Seas,  and  make  them  undertake 
fuch  hazardous  Voyages^  to  fuhftitute  a  new  Syjlem  of 
Heathen  Principles  in  the  Room  of  that  which  has 
prevailed y  from  the  mojl  retnote  Times  ^  among  the 
Chineze. 

Thefe  Reproaches-,  dear  Monceca^  againft  the 
Mifiionaries  of  China  are  exceedingly  ftrong.  I 
know  not  whether  there  be  any  juft  Grounds  for 
them;  but  this  I  will  prefume  to  fay,  that  if  they 
are.  Mankind  are  much  more  obliged  to  the  Ma- 
hommedans  than  to  the  Jefuits ;  fmce  the  former 
inculcate,  at  leaft,  a  Religion,  which  admits  of  no 
other  Worlliip  but  that  of  the  Deity  ;  and  that  the 
latter  fubftitute  new  Heathen  Errors,  in  the  Rooni 
of  thofe  imbibed  by  the  Nations  whom  they  pre- 
tend to  inllru6l.  This  Opinion  of  mine  ought  to 
be  thought  by  the  Nazarenes.,  of  what  ^^^  foever, 
the  lefs  extraordinary,  as  one  of  the  greateft  Phi- 
lofophers  of  thefe  later  Times  did  not  fcruple  to 
aflert,  that  we  arc  obliged  to  the  Turks  for  making 
a  great  Number  of  Idolaters  acquainted  with  the 
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Deity.  The  Mahommedan  Syjiem,  fays  he,  is  a 
Kind  of  Deiffn^  joined  to  the  Belief  of  feme  Incidents^ 
and  the  Ohfervation  of  feme  Cere?nonies^  which  Ma- 
hommed  and  his  Followers  added^  fometimes  very  im.' 
properly^  to  the  Religion  of  Nature^  which  yet  pleafed 
certain  Illations.  JVe  owe  to  the  Mahommedans,  in 
many  Parts  of  the  Worlds  the  DeJirtiSiion  of  the 
Heathen  Belief;  and  it  would  prove  one  Step  towards 
leading  Mankind  to  a  inore  fuhlime  Religion^  was  it 
preached  in  a  proper  Manner  ;  and  if  the  ill-grounded 
Prejudices  of  the  Mahommedans  did  not  provS  a 
great  Objlacle  to  it  *, 

I  am  certain  that  all  fuch  as  fhall  examine  this 
Philofopher's  Opinion  without  Prejudice,  will  con- 
fefs,  that  if  the  Jefuits  really  preach,  in  China^ 
fuch  a  Morality,  and  fuch  Do6lrines,  as  are  afcribed 
to  them,  it  would  be  better,  in  order  to  extirpate 
the  Heathen  Syftem,  that  twenty  Dervifes  fhould 
ki  out  from  Confiantinople^  than  an  hundred  Jefuits 
from  Rome  and  Paris.  But  I  will  own  to  thee,  dear 
Monceca.,  it  is  my  Opinion,  that  the  Enemies  of 
the  Jefuits  exaggerate  Matters  greatly  ;  and  that, 
in  the  Account  thofe  Enemies  have  given  of  the 
motley  Religion  compofed  of  that  of  the  Naxarenes 
and  Chrijlians^  which  the  Jefuits  endeavour  to  efta- 
blifh  in  India^  a  great  Number  of  Falfities  are  in- 
ferted  ;  though  it  is  impoifible  but  there  mufl  be 
fome  Truth,  to  give  a  Foundation  for  the  Com- 
plaints daily  made  in  fo  many  Books,  viz.  of  the 
fervile  Regard  which  the  Jefuits  pay  to  certain  Parts 
of  the  Chineze  Worfhip. 

Now  I  am  fpeaking  of  the  many  Reproaches 
"which  are  levelled  againft  thofe  Fathers,  I  muft 
obferve  to  thee,  Friend  Monceca,  that  I  faw  in  a 
defdrt  I  {land  called  Lampedujfa^  a  poor  Hermit,  who 

*  Lettre  deMr.  Leibnitz  a  Mr.  la  Croze.  Ibid.pag.i6^. 

has 
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has  compared  what  the  whole  Society  of  the  Je- 
fuits  could  never  effea.      This  liland  was  depopu- 
lated by  Barbarofa,    who  made  all  the  Inhabitants 
of  It  Slaves,    and  carried  them  to  Tripoli ;    (o  that 
it  is  now  inhabited  by  not  one  human  Creature,  ex- 
cept the  Hermit  in  Queftion.     He  officiates  in  a 
Nazarene  Chapel ;    and  does  the  fame  in   a  little 
Mofque,  in  which  (lands  the  Sepulchre  of  one  of 
the  Cherifs.     Although  this  Hermit  be  a  Papijiy 
he  neverthelefs  is  equally   careful  of  the  Nazarene 
and   Mahommedan  Churches,    and  thus  unites  the 
two  Benefices.     Such  Turks  and  Chrijiians  as  put 
in  for  Water,  at  the  Ifland  in  Queftion,   leave  him 
the  feveral  Things  he  may  ftand  in  Need  of.     No 
Perfon  has  yet  obliged  him  to  declare,  to  which  of 
thefe  two  Chapels  he  Is  the  moft  devoutly  attached  ; 
hitherto,    no  Janfeniji  Divine  has  taken  it  into  his 
Head  to  write  againft  him,  in  order  to  prove,   that 
he  ought  not  to  fweep,   with  the  fame  Broom,   the 
Cherifs  Mofque,    and  the  Chapel  of  our  Lady  of 
Good-voyage.     Had  I  not  therefore  Reafon  to  fay, 
good  Monceca^  that  he  has  accompliftied  more  than 
the  whole  Society  of  the  Jefuits  had  yet  been  able 
to  perform  ?    But  1  have  fpoke  enough  of  the  Je- 
fuits. 

I  return  to  my  Obfervations  with  Regard  to 
Tripoli^  whither  I  have  been  arrived  a  Week. 
This  City  is  far  lefs  confiderable  than  Algiers ^^  and 
not  comparable  to  Tunis.  The  Government  is  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  reft  of  the  maritime  Cities 
of  Africa,  The  Moors  are  in  as  little  Credit  here 
as  at  Algiers,  The  Nazarene  Renegadoes  enjoy  the 
greateft  Share  of  the  Authority  of  any  Se^:  of  Peo- 
ple in  this  Country  ;  and  fill  the  chief  Employ- 
ments ;  and  indeed  there  is  a  vaft  Number  of  Re- 
negadoes here,  and  I  have  converfed  with  many  of 
them.  They  all  appeared  to  be  as  ignorant  of  the 
D  4  Religion 
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Religion  they  had  embraced,  as  of  that  quitted  by 
I  hem.  Moft  of  the  Perfons  in  Qiieftion  had  been 
fo  poorly  educated,  that  they  were  fcarce  acquainted 
with  the  Rudiments  of  their  Belief;  and  indeed, 
they  affign  the  moft  trifling  Reafons  poffible  for 
quitting  their  Religion.  Whereas,  in  other  Coun- 
tries, Slaves  are  commonly  prompted,  from  the  ill 
Treatment  they  meet  with  from  their  Patrons,  to 
luvn  Maho?n?nedans ',  they  here,  on  the  contrary, 
are  brought  over  by  Gentlenefs.  Of  all  the  Cor- 
fairs  of  Barba^-y  none  are  lefs  cruel,  though  none 
are  fo  much  addid^ed  to  Theft,  as  the  People  of 
Tripoli.  This  Crime  is  tolerated  in  their  City. 
A  Child  is  not  punifhed  who  fteals  any  Thing  art^ 
fully  in  the  Streets  ;  and  the  only  Thing  allowed 
the  Pcrfon  upon  whom  an  Attempt  of  this  Kind 
has  been  made,  in  cafe  he  catches  the  young  Knave 
in  the  Fail,  is  to  drub  him  a  little,  in  order  that  he 
may  learn  to  be  more  dextrous  another  Time. 
Moft  Foreigners  who,  being  unacquainted  with 
their  Dexterity,  walk  half  an  Hour  in  the  Streets 
of  Tripoli^  mifs  their  Handkerchiefs  at  their  Return 
home.  This  blind  Toleration  of  Theft  met  with 
Partizans  among  thofe  who  are  Slaves  to  the  chi- 
merical Ideas  of  fome  ancient  Legiflators.  Were 
thefe  People  of  Tripoli  acquainted  with  the  Hift^ory 
of  ancient  Gr^^-f^,  I  do  not  doubt  but  they  wouJd 
be  delighted  to  find,  that  Lycurgus  had  made,  in 
Sparta^  a  direct  Law  of  what  they  are  contented 
merely  to  tolerate  and  diflemble.  And  indeed  what 
would  a  Corfair,  who  fhould  read  the  following 
PaiTage  from  Plutarch^  fliy  ?  *'  Among  the  young 
"  Spartans^  the  talleft  and  molt  robuft  ufed  to  carry 
*'  the  Logs  of  Wood  defigned  for  making  the  Fire 
"  to  drefs  Supper  ;  whilft  thofe  of  the  leaft  Sta- 
*'  ture,  and  the  weakeft,  ufed  to  carry  Herbs, 
'«  which  they  ftole  out  of  the  Gardens  and  Dining- 
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"  rooms,  whither  they  always  crept  as  artfully  as 
"  polTiblei  and,  whenever  they  were  catched,  they 
"  were  whipp'd,  as  not  having  looked  out  fharp 
<«  enough  j  or  done  their  Euiinefs  in  a  bungling 
*'  Manner.  They  likewife  ufcd  to  ileal  all  the 
«'  Victuals  they  could  lay  their  Hands  on ;  and  ne- 
*'  ver  failed  to  grafp  very  artfully  at  any  Opportu- 
**  nity,  when  the  Perfons,  who  ought  to  have 
*«  looked  after  them,  Vv^ere  cither  afleep,  or  negli- 
"  gent.  In  cafe  of  their  being  difcovered,  they 
"  were  not  only  fcourged,  but  alfo  kept  from  Vic- 
"  tuals ;  and  when  this  was  afterwards  allowed 
*«  them,  it  was  in  a  very  fparing  Manner;  in  or- 
*«  der  that  the  Neceffity  they  (hould  be  reduced  to 
*'  of  providing  for  themfelves,  might  make  them 
«<  bolder  and  more  artful  *." 

Was  not  this  a  mod  excellent  School  for  Youth  ? 
Had  Cartouche  eftablifhed  Laws  of  Difcipline  for 
young  Thieves,  muft  they  not  have  refembled  thofe 
of  Lycurgus  ?  How  much  ought  Mankind  to  blufh, 
at  the  Errors  and  Follies  of  thofe  on  whom  they 
often  bellowed  the  Title  of  Wife  I  Moft  of  thofe 
who  had  acquired  the  Reputation  of  having  exalted 
Genius's,  and  looked  upon  themfelves  as  qualified 
to  lay  down  Rules  for  the  Conduft  of  their  fellow 
Creatures,  would  have  deferved,  had  Juftice  been 
done  them,  to  be  confined  in  Mad-houfes. 

I  do  not  hint  barely  at  thofe  Fools,  in  whom  the 
Heathens  repofed  a  blind  Confidence ;  but  likewife 
at  thofe  who,  during  fome  Centuries,  have  intro- 
duced, among  the  Nazarenes^  fuch  a  Multitude  of 
ridiculous  Culloms  which  Superftition  has  rendered 
facred.  Is  it  not  equally  ftupid  to  confine,  in  31 
numberlefs  Multitude  of  Houfes,    Crouds  of  indc- 

*  Vies  dcs  hommes  illuftres  de  Plutarque,  traduits  par 
Dacier,  fo?:i.  I.  jJ^x-  ^^9- 
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lent  Wretches  who  are  of  lio  Service  to  a  Country  ; 
and  to  exercife  them  in.  kiffing  the  Ground,  in 
fcourning,  and  letting  themfeives  be  over-grown  with 
Filth,  as  to  bring  up  Boys  in  the  Art  of  Thieving 
with  Dexterity  ?  What  a  delightful  Parallel  might 
be  made  between  Lycurgiis  and  Francis  d'AJftfe? 
It  is  certain,  hov/ever,  that  the  Greek  would  appear 
to  greater  Advantage  than  the  Italian ;  becaufe,  a- 
mong  the  Laws  enjoined  by  him  fome  are  excellent, 
and  outweigh  the  bad  ones  ;  whereas  the  Patriarch 
of  the  Francifcans  only  made  it  his  Endeavour  to 
fhew  the  Heights  of  Frenzy  to  which  the  human 
Mind  will  fometimes  proceed. 

Cicero^  worthy  Monceca^  ufed  to  fay  anciently ; 
That  he  could  not  think  how  it  was  pojjible  for  two 
Augurs  to  meet^  and  look  at  one  another^  without 
laughing.  I  muft  confefs,  that  it  is  ftill  more  flrange 
to  me,  how  two  Cardinals,  or  two  Roman  Pontifs, 
if  they  reflect  on  the  numberlefs  Multitude  of  idle, 
diflblute  Wretches  fubordinate  to  them,  can  keep 
a  grave  Countenance.  Should  a  Philofopher  be 
asked,  which  is  the  moft  ridiculous  to  believe,  ei- 
ther that  the  Deity  declares  his  Will  by  the  Flight 
of  Birds ;  or  is  defirous  of  being  honoured  by  Sccurg- 
ings,  fantaflical  Habits,  Idlensfs,  Avarice,  Igno- 
rance, and  Debauchery  ?  lam  perfaaded  fuch  a 
Perfon  would  fay,  that  it  is  lefs  abfurd  to  give  Cre- 
dit to  the  vain  Practices' of  the  Augurs,  than  to  the 
Efficacy  of  the  Monadic  Ceremonies. 

Preferve  thy  Health,  dear  Monceca ;  live  content- 
ed and  happy  3  and  be  not  fb  long  filent  for  the 
future, 

TrJpoUy  the 


LET- 
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LETTER     CLXVIII. 

Aaron  Monceca,  /(?  Jacob  Brito. 

'TpHY  Letters,  dtzr  Brito^  are  equally  inftru(Slive 
and  entertaining  ;  and  I  was  utterly  unacquaint- 
ed with  a  great  Number  of  Particulars  relating  to 
the  Manners  of  the  Africans,  I  wifh  that  the 
Things  I  communicate  to  thee  may  pleafe  as  much 
as  thofe  which  thou  informed  me  of. 

I  was  not  furprized  at  the  frequent  Revolutions 
thou  relateft,  and  which  commonly  prove  the  Ruin 
qC  the  African  Princes.  They  happen  in  Nations 
that  are  much  more  polifhed  and  civilized  than  the 
Kingdoms  of  Algiers  and  Tunis.  With  how  many 
Storms,  for  upwards  of  thefe  two  Hundred  Years, 
has  England  been  buffeted  ?  In  how  many  Calami- 
ties 'W2LS  France  involved,  from  the  Reign  oi  Henry  If. 
to  that  oi  Lewis  XIV?  Were  net  two  Monarchs 
afTaffinated,  in  that  Kingdom,  one  after  another  ; 
and  did  not  the  French  perpetrate  the  fame  Crimes 
as  the  Algerines  ?  The  Englijh  went  ftill  farther, 
they  aggravating  Guilt  and  Parricide  with  Contempt, 
executing  their  King  publickly  on  a  Scaffold. 

This  horrid  Tragedy  was  perpetrated  by  Men 
born  among  the  Dregs  of  the  People.  The  Six- 
teen, who  were  at  the  Head  of  this  Fa£lion,  were 
a  Set  of  mean  Wretches,  who,  in  Times  of  Peace, 
would  not  have  dared  to  look  a  common  Ma- 
giftrate  in  the  Face;  and  were  Oliver  now  living, 
lie  would  think  himfelf  happy  in  being  the  lovveft 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

D  6  It 
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It  is  Opportunity,  and  the  different  Situation  of 
Things,  that  determine  with  Regard  to  the  Peace 
of  Governments,  and  the  Authority  of  Kings. 
The  moft  trifling  Circumftance  may,  in  a  Seafon 
of  the  utmoft  Tranquility,  give  Rife  to  a  violent 
Sedition.  At  other  Times,  the  Attempts  of  the 
beft  concerted  Cabals  are  defeated  ;  and  the  Ma- 
chinations againft  the  Authority  of  Sovereigns  only 
make  it  more  defpotic  and  formidable. 

Civil  Wars  and  Diflenfions  break  out  at  a  Time 
v/hen  they  are  leaft  expected ;  and  ceafe  w^hen 
they  are  thought  to  be  in  the  Midft  of  their  Ca- 
reer. Had  any  Perfon  declared,  in  a  prophetic 
Way,  during  the  Reign  of  Henry  II,  that  France 
was  going  to  be  involved  in  the  moft  fatal  Trou- 
bles ;  that  it  would  perpetrate  the  moft  horrid 
^^--mes  J  would  afTaflinate  its  Kings  j  that  the  Ma- 
jority of  its  Nobles,  confpiring  with  the  Priefts 
and  Friers,  would  drive  the  Royal  Family  from 
the  Throne,  to  beftow  it  on  a  foreign  Houfe : 
Had  any  Perfon,  I  fay,  ventured  to  make  fuch  a 
prophetic  Declaration,  they  would  have  looked 
upon  him  as  a  Madman,  whofe  Mind  was  a  Prey 
to  tihe  blackeft  Frenzy.  But  on  the  other  Hand, 
i^  a  little  after  the  Murder  of  Henry  III,  when  all 
Things  feemed  to  confpire  to  the  total  Ruin  of 
France^  another  Perfon  had  declared,  that  the  Royal 
Family  would  be  feated  more  firmly  than  ever 
upon  the  Throne ;  and  that  the  Spaniards,,  who 
governed  and  conducted  the  Pariftans^  would  foon 
tremble  in  Madrid ^  at  feeing  the  Thunder  ready 
to  crufn  them  ;  this  fecond  Prophet  would  have 
been  confidered  as  a  Sybarite^  intoxicated  with  the 
pleafing  Ideas  of  his  deluded  Imagination.  He 
would  not  have  been  believed  any  more  than  the 
pretended  Enthufiaft  above  hinted  at,  who  foretold 
fuch  fatal  Cataftrophesj    as  there  was  fcarce  any 

Pro- 
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.  Probability  of  their  ever  coming  to  pafs.  But  the 
Event  has  ftievi^n,  that  People  would  have  been  in 
the  Wrong,  had  they  not  given  Credit  to  the  difFe- 
rent  Predictions  of  thefe  tw^o  Prophets. 

The  fudden  and  unexpected  Events,  vi^hich  hap- 
pened in  the  paft  Ages,  ought  to  fhevi^  the  Poffibility 
of  fuch  as  may  happen  hereafter.  There  is  no 
Country  in  Europe^  how  calm  and  undifturbed  fo- 
ever  it  may  be  now,  but,  fifty  Years  hence,  may 
be  involved  in  as  many  Troubles,  and  thofe  as  fre- 
quent as  the  Feuds  which  bring  about  fo  many  Re- 
volutions in  the  African  Kingdoms.  Whenever  I 
am  informed,  that  fome  unexpeded  Sedition  is  broke 
out  in  a  Country,  this  does  not  give  me  the  lead 
Surprize.  On  the  contrary,  I  refleft  that  fuch  as 
appear  to  enjoy  the  utmoft  Tranquillity,  are  per- 
haps upon  the  Point  of  being  obnoxious  to  the  fame 
fad  Fate. 

In  all  Countries  the  Seeds  of  the  Paffions,  in  the 
human  Mind,  are  the  fame  ;  and  the  only  Art  is, 
to  know  how  to  make  them  take  Root,  and  fprout 
forth  ;  for  this  being  done,  the  wifhed  for  Fruit 
may  be  expedled  from  them.  A  Frenchman  or  a 
German  would  go  as  violent  Lengths  as  anJigeriny 
if  excited  by  Things  that  make  a  ftrong  Impreflion 
upon  their  Minds.  The  Jfrkans  rife  up  in  Rebel- 
lion againft  their  Princes,  from  a  Suppofition  that 
they  are  bad  Governors  ;  a6t  contrary  to  the  Laws; 
and  endeavour  to  enrich  themfelves  at  the  Expence 
of  their  Subjects,  i^c.  Now  the  £'«r^/)^^«j  take  up 
Arms  againft  their  Sovereigns,  when  they  are  ftrong- 
ly  perfuaded  that  thefe  are  actuated  by  the  fame  ty- 
rannical Motives.  This  is  the  common  Pretence, 
with  the  Addition  of  that  of  Religion,  which  Re- 
bels have  made  a  Handle  of  in  all  Ages.  The  E- 
nemies  of  Henry  III,  and  thofe  of  Charles  I,  and 
James  II,  had  no  other.  And  fuch  Rebels  as  fhall 
X  hereafter 
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hereafter  take  up  Arms  againft  their  Princes,  will 
employ  the  fame ;  they  being  the  molt  fpecious, 
and  confequently  the  moft  capable  of  making  an 
ImprefTion  upon  the  Minds  of  the  People. 

The  Europeans^  dear  Brito^  are  not  quite  fo  eafi- 
\y  ftirred  up  as  the  Algerines ;  but  when  there  arife, 
among  the  former,  any  Men  who  have  Art  enough 
to  feduce  and  impofe  upon  them,  they  will  go  as 
violent  Lengths  as  the  Africans.  I  will  again  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  is  firmly  my  Opinion,  that  thofe  who 
have  the  Talent  to  impofe  artfully  upon  Mankind, 
according  to  their  various  Capacities,  and  to  fnatch 
at  every  Opportunity,  may  rouzethem  to  Guilt  of 
any  Kind.  But  if  the  Situation  of  Things  is  not 
propitious,  the  utmoft  Subtlety  of  the  human  Mind 
v/ould  exert  its  Endeavours  to  no  Purpofe. 

When  we  enquire  into  the  various  Revolutions 
which  have  happened  in  Europe.,  it  appears  that 
Fortune,  and  the  Situation  of  Affairs  always  be- 
friended the  Prudence  and  Intrepidity  of  thofe  who 
brought  thofe  Revolutions  about.  If  the  League 
became  fo  formidable  to  the  French  Monarchs,  we 
muft  afcribe  it  to  the  Difpofition  in  which  the 
Minds  of  the  People  were  in  at  that  Time.  The 
Nation  had  long  been  apprehenfive,  that  the  Reli- 
gion which  had  devolved  to  them  from  their  Fore- 
lathers  would  be  totally  aboliflied  \  and  they  were 
prompted  to  take  up  Arms  from  a  Principle  of  Con- 
fcience.  Under  the  Regency  of  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans  the  Leader  of  a  Party  who  had  as  great  Abi- 
lities, and  was  as  much  the  Darling  of  the  People 
as  the  Duke  of  Guife^  v/ould  have  made  the  Pariji- 
ans  attempt  the  fame  Things,  from  Views  of  Inte- 
reft,  as  they  had  formerly  been  prompted  to  from 
thofe  of  Religion. 

If  ewer  France,  fmce  the  Minority  of  LewisXlVy 

had  Caufe  to  be  apprehenfive  of  a  dangerous  Revo- 

2  lution. 
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lution,  it  was  at  the  Time  when  Bank-bills  were 
declared  of  no  Value.  To  what  Extremities  may 
not  thofe  Perfons  be  carried,  who,  in  an  Inftant, 
lofe  the  whole  Fortune  which  themfelves  and  their 
Anceftors  had  lawfully  gained,  by  their  Abilities  and 
Pains  ?  But  the  Fortune  and  good  Genius  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  got  the  better  of  the  Juncture  of 
Things  ;  fo  that  he  difpelled,  with  the  greateft 
Eafe,  all  the  Clouds  that  feemed  to  threaten  the 
molt  dreadful  Tempeft.  The  People  of  Britany 
were  puniflied  for  their  Rebellion  ;  the  Parliament 
of  Paris  was  banifhed,  a  Circumflance  that  will 
fcarcely  be  believed  by  Pofterity  ;  all  Men  bowed 
the  Neck  to  the  Yoke,  becaufe  every  one  was  want- 
ing in  Courage  and  Abilities  ;  and  there  was  not  at 
that  Time  a  Duke  of  Gz^//^,  ^.Vnnct  oi  Conde^  nor 
even  a  Cardinal  de  Rets. 

I  would  advife,  worthy5nV<?,  all  Monrr:hs,  who 
are  defirous  of  knowing  vc'hether  they  have  any 
Thing  to  fear  from  their  Subjeds,  on  Account  of 
a  new  Tax  they  want  to  lay,  to  enquire  if  there  is 
not,  in  their  Kingdom,  fome  Perfon  who  knows 
how  to  make  a  proper  Advantage  of  the  People's 
Uneafmefs.  But  if  it  appears  that  they  have  no 
Occafion  to  be  apprehenfive  of  any  fuch  cunning 
Politician,  they  then  may  fafely  put  their  Schemes 
in  Execution.  All  fuch  Subjects,  how  much  foever 
they  may  fuffer,  as  are  not  animated  by  an  able 
Leader,  are  made  to  groan  in  Chains.  The  Re- 
public of  Holland  owes  its  Rife  to  the  Princes  of 
Orange  \  but  the  tyrannical  Adminiftration  of  Phi- 
lip II,  would  never  have  loft  him  the  feven  united 
Provinces,  had  not  the  Dutch  and  their  Allies  been 
united,  conduced,  and  fupported  by  the  Princes  of 
the  Houfe  of  Najfau,    and  fome  other  illuftrious 


Perfuna^es. 


It 
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It  is  therefore  no  Wonder,  dear  Brito,  that  in 
Algiers^  and  the  other  Kingdoms  of  Barbary^  where 
there  are  fo  many  Perfons  who  flatter  themfelves 
with  the  Hopes  of  obtaining  the  Crown,  by  the 
Deftrudion  of  him  who  wears  it ;  there  fliould  be 
a  confiderable  Number  of  People,  who  endeavour 
to  grafp  at  every  Opportunity  of  annoying  their  So^ 
veieign  ;  and  confequently,  that  many  Revolutions 
fhould  happen  in  this  Kingdom.  Ambitious  Men 
are  fired  by  the  Hopes  of  rifingto  the  Throne,  and 
making  themfelves  the  Head  of  a  growing  Party. 
The  avaricious  and  cruel  Adminiftration  of  the  A- 
frican  Princes,  inclines  their  Subjects  to  Infurrefti- 
ons  and  Rebellions  ;  and  confequently  gives  the 
Ambitious  an  Opportunity  of  exerting  their  Ta- 
lents. Were  the  Ring-leaders  of  Rebellion  reward- 
ed with  Thrones  in  Europe^  poffibly  we  might  fee 
as  many  tragical  Events  in  that  Quarter  of  the 
World,  as  in  Africa. 

The  Courier,  dear  Brito,  is  fetting  out,  fo  that 
I  am  obliged  to  end  my  Letter.  Continue,  I  be- 
feech  thee,  thy  Correfpondence.  I  hope,  before 
thou  arriveft  in  Confiantinople^  that  thou  wilt  vilit 
fome  other  Nations,  with  whofe  Manners  and  Cuf- 
toms  thou  mayeft  bring  me  acquainted.  I  reflect 
with  infinite  Pleafure  on  the  many  Particulars  thou 
wilt  inftru(5l  me  in,  when  I  fhall  have  the  Happinefs 
to  meet  thee  in  Conftantinople.  I  will  bring  thither 
with  me,  a  large  Number  of  very  valuable  Books, 
which  I  purchafed  in  Paris,  London  and  Atnfter- 
dam ;  I  v^ill  add  them  to  thofe  thou  haft  collected 
in  the  chief  Cities  of  Italy,  and  fuch  Provinces  of 
France  as  thou  haft  travelled  over.  Thou  doft  not 
tell  me  whether  thou  haft  met  with  any  in  Portugal, 
Though  good  Books  are  very  rarely  found  there ; 
we  yer,  now  and  then,  meet  with  fome  worthy  the 
perufal  of  the  Learned.     We  will  pafs^  good  Brito^ 

many 
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many  happy  Days  in  this  common  Library, 
thy  Health  ;  and  live  happy  and  contented. 

London,  the 


65 

Enjoy 


LETTER     CLXIX. 

Aaron  Monceca   to  Isaac  Onis,  a 

Car  A I  T  E,  formerly-  a  Rabbi  at  Conftan- 
tinople. 

'T*  HERE  was  lately  publifhed,  dear  Ifaac,  a 
'■•  new  Book*,  in  which  are  fome  excellent  Things. 
The  Author  warmly  oppofes  the  furprizing  EfFc(fls 
afcribed  to  the  Strength  oflmagination  in  pregnant 
Women.  He  fhews,  by  ftrong  and  convincing 
Arguments  that  the  Foetus,  in  all  its  various  States 
and  Configurations  ;  having  in  itfelf,  a  dlttindl  and 
feparate  Circulauon  of  Blood  ;  performing  by  its 
own  Power,  all  the  Functions  necellary  to  Life  ; 
being  joined  to  the  Womb  no  otherwife  than  as 
Plants  are  to  the  Earth  ;  in  fine,  being  a  diftincl  in- 
dividuum^  which  is  no  Part  of  the  Mother,  it  con- 
fequently  cannot  receive  any  Hurt  merely  by  the  I- 
magination,  as  it  fubfifts  out  of  the  Sphere  of  that 
Paflion.  This  able  Naturahft  forefaw  how  much 
the  Novelty  of  his  Sentiments  would  furprize  thofe 
who  afcribe  as  much  Power  to  the  Imagination  of 
breeding  Women,  as  to  the  Deity  itfelf.  Nothing 
can  be  fo  ridiculous,  as  to  believe  that  the  Imagina- 
tion hinted  at  can  create  Pigs-Heads,  Calves  Feet, 

*  Entitled,  A  phyfical  Diflertation  concerning  the 
Strength  of  the  Imagination,  in  Women  with  Child, 
upon  the  Foetus,  by  James  Blundel^  M.  D.  and  Mem- 
ber of  the  College  of  Phyficians  in  London,  &c. 

Monkeys 
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Monkeys  Tails,    the    Marks  of   feveral   Sorts   of 
Fruit,  ^c.      Was  this  true,    what  would  become 
of  Mankind?   In  five  or  fix  Generations  we  fhould 
meet  with  noticing  but  mifhapen  human  Creatures ; 
for  moft  Women,    during  their  Pregnancy,  apply 
themfelves,   one  Time  or   other,    ftrongly   to   the 
Contemplation  of  certain  Objt£ls.    Unhappy  there- 
fore would  thofe  Children  be,  whofe  Mothers  fhould 
caft  their  Eyes  upon  Apes,    Afles,    Turky   Cocks, 
tsV.     Some  would  come  into  the  World  with  long 
Pieces  of  Flefh  dangling  at  their  Nofes  ;    whilft  o- 
thers  would  appear   with   an  Ape's  Tail,    or  Ears 
refembling  thofe  of  Midas.     The  Author  in  Quef- 
tion  fets  his  Objecflion  in  its  full  Force,  by  proving 
how  neceflary  it  is  that  there  fhould  be  a  Stability  in 
the  Seeds  of  the  different  Species  of  Animals.     He 
manifeftiy  proves,    that  miftiapen  Bodies,    to  which 
the  Name  of  Monfters  is  given,  are  thus  fafhioned 
merely  from  natural  Caufes,  which  ought  to  be  af- 
cribed  to  the  ordinary  Laws  of  Motion,  and  not  to 
the  Effcdtof  the  Imagination.     To  juftify  this  O- 
pinion,  he  enquires  into  the  Origin  and  Progrefs  of 
the  Produflion  of  Animals  ;    and  takes  a  View  of 
the  different  Syftems  laid  down  by '  Men  of  great 
Learning,    with  Regard  to  this  Operation  of   Na- 
ture ;  and  opens  with  that  of  Dr.  Harvey.    ''  This 
*'  Philofopher,  fays  he,  who  has  gained  an  immor- 
"  tal  Name  by  his  Difcovery  of  the  Circulation  of 
"  the  Blood,  is  the  firft  who  pointed  out  the  true 
*'  Place  where  the  Chicken  is  formed,  in  the  Sperm 
"  of  the  Egg.  -  -  -  It  is  he   alfo  who  found  that 
''  all  Animals  without  Exception  proceed  from  an 
*'  Egg ;  and  confequently  all  Generation  by  Putre- 
"  fadion,    ex    putri,    is    an   erroneous    Opinion. 
"  Harvey's  Syftem  was  greatly  improved  by   the 
"   many   Experiments  of  Reignier  de  Graaf.     He 
*'  not  only  proved  that  Eggs  are  the  true  and  genu- 

'•  ine 
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"  ine  Origin  of  all  Animals,  as  well  oviparous  as 
"  viviparous,  but  likev^^ife  that  they  exift  in  the 
"  Tefticles  of  the  Women  before  Conception  ; 
*'  and  that  they  become  prolific  in  the  Fallopian 
««  Tubes,  whence  they  defcend  to  the  Bottom  of 
««  the  Womb.  Lecwenhocck  has  given  a  different 
*'  Explication  to  this  Myftery  of  Nature.  He  has 
^'  difcovered  a  great  Number  of  Animalcules  in  the 
*«  human  Seed,  where  it  is  valHy  aftonifhing  to  fee 
*'  a  great  Number  of  httlc  Worms,  in  the  Form 
"  of  Toads  in  Miniature,  fvvimming  up  and  down. 
"  Thefe  are  fo  extremely  minute,  that  many  thou- 
*'  fand  Millions  of  them  put  together  are  not  ^o  big 
"  as  a  Grain  of  Sand,    the  Diameter   whereof  is 

"  not  the  hundredth  Part  of  an  Inch It 

*<  is  plain  that  thefe  Animalcules  are  abfolutely  ne- 
*'  ceflary  for  the  Formation  of  the  Foetus ;  it  ha- 
"  ving  been  obferved,  that  a  Man  whofe  Seed  hai 
*'  none  of  thefe  diminutive  Toads,  is  no  Ways 
"  qualified  for  Generation,  though  he  otherwife 
"  may  feem  robuft,  and  free  from  any  Imperfe£ti- 
"  on.  Leewcnhoeck  has  fhewn  fo  evidently  this 
*'  Truth,  that  it  now  uncontrovertcd  .  .  .  .  ; 
*'  This  Difcovery  fecms,  at  firft  Sight,  to  deftroy 
*'  de  Graafs  Hypothefis  ;  .  .  .  but  they  may  be 
"  reconciled,  as  Dr.  Gardner  has  done,  by  aifirm- 
"  ing  that  the  Egg  is  properly  the  Nefl  in  which 
"  the  Animalcule  refides,  and  fupports  itfelf  for 
*'  fome  Time  .  .  .  Thefe  are  the  three  molt  ra- 
*'  tional  Syftems  that  have  been  publiftied  concern- 
*'  ing  Generation  ....  They  all  agree,  that  the 
*'  feveral  Parts  of  the  Fcetus  exift  fome  where  be- 
"  fore  Conception,  upon  which  I  would  propofe 
"  thefe  Queftions.  I.  By  what  Means  the  Ima- 
"  gination  of  the  Mother  is  able  inftantaneoufly, 
"  without  her  Knowledge  or  Confent,  and  con- 
"  trary  to  her  Inclination,  to  expunge  the  Linea- 

*'  ments 


68  The  Jewish  Spy.     Let.  169. 

«•  menisor  Features  of  the  Fa^tus^  thatexifted  be- 
*'  fore  Conception,  .  .  .  and  produce  in  a  Moment 
*'  new  Limbs,  with  new  Joints  and  Veins,  and 
*'  new  Glands  with  the  lymphatic  VelTels,  i5c.  as 
*'  is  often  feen  at  the  Birth  of  a  Monfter,  whofe 
"  Form,  or  the  Stru(Si:ure  of  whofe  Body  is  entire- 
'^  \y  unknown  to  the  Mother  ?  11.  If  the  Opinion 
"  of  Leewenhoeck  or  Gardner  is  well  grounded, 
''  how  is  the  Mother's  Imagination  impowered  to 
*'  a(5l  upon  the  Fcetusy  that  is  derived  from  the 
''  Seed  of  Man  ;  and  which,  confequently,  is  an 
*'  Individuum  diftinfl  or  fc-parate  from  his  *. 

One  of  the  principal  Klotives  which  prompts 
many  Philofophers  to  reject  a  Syfiem,  are  the 
Changes  that  have  been  maHe  in  it  according  as 
there  may  be  Occafion  to  obviate  the  fcveral  Im- 
perfections perceived  in  it.  Thefe  frequent  Correc- 
tions are  a  Proof  of  the  Internal  Defeat  which  is 
inherent  in  the  chief  Subject.  But  no  Opinion  has 
varied  more  than  that  which  allows  an  amazingly 
€Xtenfive  Power  to  the  Imagination  of  pregnant 
Women.  ''  The  Syfl:em  of  thofe  who  declare  for 
*'  the  Power  of  the  Imagination,  fays  the  Author  f , 
*'  has  changed  fo  confiderably  from  Time  to  Time 
*«  in  fome  very  eflential  Points,  that  it  is  impof- 
"  fible  the  fame  Experiments  fhould  favour  Aller- 
"  tions  fo  contradictory  and  repugnant  to  one  ano- 
"  ther.  The  principal  Changes  are,  I.  Thefe  Af- 
"  fertors  of  the  Power  of  Imagination  are  not  a- 
"  greed  about  the  Perfon  upon  whom  the  Imagina- 
"  tion  a6ts ;  II.  They  do  not  know  at  what  Time 
"  the  Imagination  exerts  its  Force.  III.  They 
"  difpute  with  refpeit  to  the  Extent  of  its  Power ; 
*'  in  a  Word,  their  Opinion  refembles  a  Hydra^ 
''  that  has  but  one  Tail,   and   many   Heads.      I 

"  confefs 

*  Blunders  DiiTertation,  p.  57,  64. 

f  Chap.  iii.  p.  9,   i  J- 
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"  confefs  that,  in  the  prefent  Age,  the  defpotic 
*'  Power  of  the  Imagination  is  lodged  folely  in  the 
«'  Mother's  Brain  ;  and  I  am  furprized  that  Wo- 
"  men  (hould  be  fo  weak  as  to  own  this ;  and 
*'  thereby  charge  themfelves  unjuftiy  with  a  Fault, 
''  which  yet  is  very  injurious  to  their  Sex.  Never- 
*'  thelefs,  feveral  famous  Authors  pretend  that  the 
*'  Imagination  of  the  male  Animals,  in  general, 
*'  contributes,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Female,  to 
*'  the  Colour  of  the  Foetus.**  It  is  beltevtd^  fays 
Pliny,  that  the  Thought  or  Imagination  of  both 
Male  and  Female^  p^ffi^g  fwi^ly  into  the  Mind^ 
confounds  the  Refcmblance  *.  "  Some  have  made 
"  the  Child  (hare  in  the  Plot,  and  place  it  at  the 
"  Head  of  the  Confpirators ;  pretending  that  the 
"  Circumftances  in  which  the  Foetus  is  found, 
"  are  the  accidental  Caufes,  of  the  Mother,  and 
"  as  a  Rule  which  teaches  her  what  is  fit  and 
"  fuited  to  the  Embrio.  .  .  .  Others  extend 
**  their  Credulity  fo  far,  as  to  fancy  that  Men  are 
"  able,  entirely  by  the  Strength  of  their  Imagi- 
*'  nation,  to  have  an  Influence  on  Perfons  who  are 
"  at  a  great  Diftance  from  them  ;  by  inflicting 
"  them  v/ith  Difeafes,  or  healing  them  ;  by  chan- 
"  ging  their  Conftitution  and  Make;  in  a  Word, 
*'  that  they  are  able  to  render  them  happy  or  mifer- 
"  able.  They  compare  the  Imagination  lo  a  very 
*'  powerful  Magnet,  the  Sphere  of  whofe  Adivi- 
*'  ty  is  very  extenfive ;  and  who  confequently  are 
"  able  to  attraft,  move  and  turn  topfy  turvy,  all 
"  Things  animate  or  inanimate  that  are  within 
"  the  Sphere  of  their  Activity.  How  odd  and  ri- 
*'  diculous  foever  this  Opinion  may  be,  it  never- 
"  thelefs   was   defended    by  Paracelfus^     CreUius^ 

'^  Po7nponatiuSy 

*  Cogitatio  utriufque  Jnimumfuhito  tranfnjolans  effingere 
Similitudi7iem  ant  tnif.ere  ex'tjlimatur,  Plii?.  Hift.  Nat. 
Lib.  VIII.  Cap.  XII. 
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"  Pcmponatius^  and  feveral  more,  ...  I  do 
*'  not  take  it  to  be  better  grounded,  than  theOpi- 
"  on  which  aflerts  the  Truth  of  Witchcraft,  and 
"  judicial  Aftrology.  The  Fautors  of  the  Power 
"  of  the  Imagination  have  alfo  varied  confiderably 
«'  with  Regard  to  the  Time  in  which  that  Power 
''  works.  The  Ancients  fixed  it  at  the  very  In- 
"  ftant  of  Conception  ;  they  meaning  that  of  the 
*'  amorous  Congrefs,  according  to  Pliny  *."  // 
is  thought,  fays  he,  that  whatever  a  Per/on  has 
feen,  heard,  rememhred,  or  thought  of,  at  the  In- 
Jiant  of  Conception  contribute  greatly  to  the  Refem^ 
hlance.  **  A  modern  Author  is  of  Opinion,  that 
*'  the  Imagination  does  not  begin  to  exert  its  Pow- 
*'  er,  till  after  the  Vivification  of  the  Foetus,  that 
*'  is,  when  it  begins  to  Itir  in  the  Womb  f.  In 
*'  flior4v  moft  modern  Authors  agree,  that  the  I- 
"  magi?iation  may  act  upon  the  Foetus  from  the 
"  Inftantof  the  Conception,  till  the  DeHvery  ; 
"  without  taking  the  leaft  Pains  to  inform  us, 
"  what  become  of  thofe  large  Pieces  of  Flefh  and 
*'  Bone,  which  the  Imagination  fevers  from  the 
*'  Foetus,  even  when  grown  to  a  confiderable  Size.'* 
This  Objection,  good  Ifaac,  with  which  the 
Author  concludes  the  Examination  of  the  Syftem 
of  thofe  who  declare  for  the  Power  of  Imagination, 
deftroys  all  the  Subtleties  of  fuch  Philofophers  as 
are  ever  eager  to  find  out  Myfteries  in  Things  which 
are  extremely  natural.  For,  if  the  Imagination 
has  the  Power  to  deprive  a  Child,    a  little  before 

its 

*  Similitudinem  quidem  in  Mente  Reputatio  eft  ^  in  qua 
creduntiir  muhafortuita  pollere,  VifuSy  Audit us^  Memoria, 
haufta-que  Imagines,  fuh  ipfo  Conceptu.   Pliniu?,  ibidem. 

t  Dr.  Turner's  Defence  of  the  XII  Chapter  of  the  I 
Part  of  a  Treatife  Aq  Morbis  Cutaneis,  p.    142. 
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its  Birth,  of  one  of  its  Limbs,  what  becomes  of 
the  Subftance  which  compofed  that  Limb  ?  A  ftill 
greater  Difficulty  is,  when  the  Imagination  in- 
llantly  furnifhes  and  creates  fome  foreign  Body. 
Whence  does  it  initantaneoufly  take  the  Subltance 
or  Matter  ?  Has  it  the  like  Power  with  God,  of 
creating  it  from  nothing  ?  Thofe  Philofophers  who 
have  fo  flrongly  afTerted  the  Opinion,  that  nothing 
could  be  produced  from  nothing,  ex  nibilo  nihil  fit  <t 
will  they  be  fo  complaifant  as  to  allow  a  Woman's 
Imagination,  who  longs  for  a  Loin  of  Veal,  the 
Power  of  producing,  in  an  Inftant,  on  the  Breaft 
of  the  Child,  perfect  in  all  Refpe6ls,  a  Piece  of 
Flefh  rcfembling  a  Loin  of  Veal  ?  But  this  is  a  Mi- 
racle very  frequently  wrought  by  Women,  if  we 
will  believe  thofe  who  fuppofe  them  indued  with 
that  Power.  They  relate  very  furprizing  Incidents 
to  this  Purpofe,  one  whereof  is  as  follows,  which 
the  Author  banters  very  agreeably  *. 

**  Philip  Meurs  an  apoftolical  Prothonotary 
"  had  a  Sifter,  handfomely  fhaped  in  every  Part  of 
"  her  Body,  but  unhappily  fhe  had  no  Head,  in- 
*'  ftead  of  which  (he  had  the  Shell  of  a  Fifh,  re- 
''  fembling  a  Mufcle,  over  her  Neck,  that  open- 
*'  ed  and  fhut ,  and  by  which  they  ufed  to  feed 
*'  this  Mufcle-nymph,  as  with  a  Spoon.  The 
*'  Accident  was  owing  to  this  ;  her  Mother,  when 
^'  with  Child  of  her,  had  a  very  great  Longing  for 
*'  fome  Mufcles  which  fhe  faw  at  a  Fijhmongersy 
"  but  failed  to  have  her  Cravings  indulged  that 
"  Inftant.  The  Sifter  to  Philip  Meurs,  Mifs 
*'  Mufile^  lived  to  twelve  Years  of  Age  in  that 
*'  monftrous  Condition  ;  but  one  Morning,  as  (he 
*'  gaped  her  Shells  to  take  in  Food,  (he  fhut  them 
"  together  on  a  fuddcn  with  fo  much   Violence, 

"  that 

•p.  42.  Iffc, 
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"  that  fhe  broke  them  againft  the  Spoon  ;  and  died 
"  that  Inftant.  .  .  .  What  Man  ever  heard  fo 
*'  ftrange  a  Story  ?  A  Mufcle  fed  with  a  Spoon  ! 
*'  Credat  Judaus  apella,  non  ego.  ,  .  .  Believe 
*'  ic  who  will,  not  I.  Dr.  Turner,  to  convince 
*'  the  Reader  of  the  Poflibility  of  this  Incident,  .  . 
"  fays,  that  he  himfelf  faw  a  Child  born  with  a 
**  flefhy,  or  rather  cartaliginous  Subftance,  upon 
"  its  Head,  in  the  Shape  of  a  Granadier's  Cap. 
*'  ,  .  .  This  Monfter  was  born  alive,  buW  died 
*'  immediately  after  its  Birth.  I  could  tell  you, 
''.if  I  would,  the  Depofition  made  by  the  Mother; 
*'  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  proper.  What  an  odd 
**  fort  of  Argument  is  this  ?  A  Child  comes  into 
•'  the  World  with  a  Granadier's  Cap,  and  the 
''  pretended  Caufe  of  it  is  artfully  concealed  from 
*'  us.  The  Child  had  not  an  Opportunity  of  re- 
*'  ceiving  the  lead  Nouriftiment,  but  died  in  the 
«*  Birth,  £r£0,  it  is  not  abfurd  to  to  fay,  that  a 
*'  Mufcle  was  fed  with  a  Spoon  eleven  Years,  and 
"  that  unluckily  this  Spoon  killed  the  Virgin  Muf- 
*'  cle,  by  breaking  its  Jaws.  However,  not  to 
*'  keep  the  Reader  any  longer  in  Sufpence  with  re- 
"  fped  to  the  Prodigy  of  Mifs  Mufcle  -,  does  not 
*'  FienuSy  who  is  the  only  Perfon  whopublifhed  it, 
*'  .  ,  .  declare  pofitively,  that  jl/^«rj  very  feldom 
«  fpoke  Truth  ?*" 

The  fame  may  be  faid,  dear  Ifaac,  of  part  of 
the  Stories  which  are  related  concerning  Monfters 
and  imperfect  Creatures,  as  of  that  of  which  our 
Author  fo  juftly  laughs  at.     The  fame  happens  to 

*  Dico  me  non  credere,  quia  enim  ipfe  erat  fenex^  Hif- 
toria  erat  njetujla,  ob  cujus  Vetujiatetn  non  poteratfaeile  ab 
aliquo  redargui,  adeo  turn  in  illd^  turn  in  aliis  quas  aliquan- 
do  con:7tiemorabat^  fape  erat  <valde  tnfelix,  conjiciendo  Ve~ 
ritatem.  Dens  fit  J?iima  ejus  propitius.  Fienus  Quell.  XXI 1. 

them 
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them  as  to  all  Incidents  related  by  different  Per- 
fons,  the  Marvellous  of  which  increafe  every  Mo- 
ment;  all  thofe  who  repeat  them  amplifying  the 
Circumftances.  A  Piece  of  Flefli  no  bigger  than 
a  Nut,  is  foon  metamorphofed  into  a  Granadier's 
Cap.  This  is  cxa6lly  like  what  is  told  concerning 
the  Man  who  pretended  he  had  laid  an  Egg  i  befoig 
the  Sun  went  down  it  wasftrcngly  affirmed,  at  tlie 
End  of  the  Streets,  that  he  ufed  to  lay  an  hundred 
dailf.  It  is  not  but  that  deformed  and  monftrous 
Children  are  brought  into  the  World,  as  is  but 
too  often  proved  by  Experience  ;  but  then  thefe 
Births  happen  very  rarely,  and  are  owing  to  Caufes 
of  a  different  Nature  than  a  female  Imagination, 
which  cannot  a6t  dire£lly  upon  the  Fci^tus.  What 
Power  foever  we  may  grant  it,  it  mull  neceflarily 
employ  bodily  Force  to  produce  the  leafl  Effe<fl:  on 
the  Flefh  of  a  Child.  Matter  only  is  capable  of 
ading  upon  Matter  To  as  to  caufe  Fradlures  and 
Diflocations,  and  bring  about  a  total  Change  in  it. 
Perfons  who  are  befide  themfelves  will  imagine  they 
have  a  glafs  Head,  and  therefore  are  afraid  of  break- 
ing it ;  but  then  this  does  not  caufe  any  Change  in 
the  Conformation  of  their  Bodies.  Now  is  it  not 
abfurd  to  affert,  that  a  Woman,  who  is  not  able, 
by  the  Strength  of  her  Imagination,  to  produce  the 
leafl  Change  in  her  Body,  can  occafion  fuch  an 
Effect  upon  that  of  her  Child  ? 

The  Author  refutes  perfe6tly  well  the  Objections 
raifed  againft  thefe  Reafons.  He  dellroys  all  the 
falfe  Principles  which  Father  Mallchranche  had  in- 
difcrectly  grounded  on  a  Story,  which,  tho'  very 
extraordinary,  might  yet  be  eafily  accounted  for 
from  ordinary  Caufes,  and  the  Laws  of  Motion. 
To  co?tie,    fays  he  *,      to  Father    Maliebjanche!i 

*  Pag.  38. 
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Story.    ..."  About  feven  or  eight  Years  fince, 

*'  fays  this  Father  *,    was  feen,   in  the  Hofpital  for 

"  incurables,   a  young  Man  born  an  Ideot,  whofe 

*'  Body  was  diflocated  in  the  fame  Places  in  which 

*'  thofe   of   Criminals   are   broke.       He   has   lived 

*'  twenty   Years  in   this   Condition,  and   has  been 

*'  feen  by    many.     .   .     .    The  Caufe  of  fo   dif- 

•'  ma!  an  Accident  was  owing  to  a  Defire  his  Mo- 

^"^  ther    had    to    fee  a   Criminal    broke    upon   the 

*'  Wheel,  which  (he  accordingly  indulged.      Chil- 

''  dren   fee  the  fame   Things   their  Mothers  do  ; 

*'  hear  the  fame    Cries ,    receive  t-fee  like  Impreffi- 

*'  ons  from  ObjeJls,  and   are  moved   by  the  hmQ 

'*  PafTions.      The  Blows  given  to  the  Malefadtor 

"  ftruck   violently  on  the  Mother's   Imagination, 

*'  and  rebounded  on  the  Child's  tender  Brain,    the 

"  the  Fibres  of  which,    being  unable  to  refill  the 

^'  Flood  of  Spirits,   were  broken.     Hence  he  came 

*'  into  the  World  an  Ideot.      The  Impetuofity  of 

''  the  Motion  of  the  Mother's  animal  Spirits  flrong- 

*'  ly  dilated  her  Brain,  and  communicated  itfelf  to 

*'  the  various   Parts  of  her   Body,    which  corre- 

*'  fponded   to  thofe  of   the  Criminal.      But  as  the 

*'  Mother's  Bones  v/ere  ftrong  enough  to  refift  the 

''  Impetuofity  of  the  Spirits,    they  were  not  hurt. 

*'  PofTibly  fhe  might  not  feel  the  lead  Pain  on   that 

*'  Occafion  ;  but  this  Progrefsof  the  Spirits  might 

*'  be  fo  vehement  and  rapid,    as   to  carry  off    or 

*'  break   the   tender  Part   of    the    Child's   Bones. 

*«  And  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  had  the  Woman 

*'  in  Queftion  turned  the  Motion  of  her  Spirits  to- 

«'  wards  fome  ofher  Part  of  her  Body,  by  ftrong- 

*'  ly  fcratching  her  Back-fide,    the  Child's  Bones 

<'  would  not  have  been  broke."     Is  not   this  a  fine 

*  Recherche  de  la  Verite,  Li'vr.  ii.  Chap.  7.  quoted  hy 
Bluiidel,  Pag.  38  ef  39. 
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Remedy  luh'ich  Father  Mallebranche  recomfnends  to 
pregnant  JVcmen^  to  preferve  their  Children  from 
the  fatal  Effects  of  the  Imaginaticn  ! 

To  this   Refleiftion   of    the   Author,    my   good 
Friend   Ifaac^    I  will   add  another.      Had  Arijhtle 
advifed  Women  to  fcratch  their  Back-fides  to  check 
the  Effedlsof  the  Imagination,  how  ftrongly  would 
the  modern  Naturalijh^    and   particularly   Father 
Mallebranche^  have  ridiculed  fuch  a  childifh  Coun- 
fel  ?  Jrijiotky  would  they  have  faid,   who  not  only 
endeavours  to  peep  into  all  the    Arcana  of  Nature  ; 
but   alfo   to  prefer ibe  Rules  for   all  dangerous  Cafes 
that  tnay  happen^  orders  IVomen  to  fcratch  their  But- 
tocks^    to   preferve  the  Pectus  from  the  hnpreffions  of 
the  Imagination.      Can  any  Thing  be  more  filly  and 
incoherent  than  to  prefcribe  fuch  a  Remedy  ;  and  does 
not  the  Greek  Philofopher  deferve  the  Title  oj  Prince 
of  the  Fum biers,  rather  than  that  of  Prince  of  the 
Philofophers  ?    But  here  we  have  a  modern  Philofo- 
pher who   prefcribes  fo  whimlical   a  Recipe;  yet  no 
one  endeavours  to  fet  it  in  a  ridiculous  Light  ;  and 
all  that  is  done  is^    to  deny  the  Power  of,  and  the 
Advantage  that  may  accrue  from  it.     By  the  way, 
dear  Ifaac^  I  am  fui prized  that  Father  Mallebran- 
che fliould  have   given   the  Preference  to  this  Part 
of  the  human  Body.     Had   he   indeed   been  a  Je^ 
fuit^   there  would  have  been  nothing  very  extraordi- 
ry  in  his   Choice.     To  wave  Raillery,  dear  Ifaac^ 
had  not  the  EngliJJ)  Author  Reafon  to  fay  ;      fFho- 
ever  faw  a  Fra£lure^  and  efpc daily  fever al^  continue 
twenty  Tears,   without  growing  callous  ?   .     ,    ,     / 
will  not    deny^  but  that  there   might  have  been,  in 
the  Hofpit/il  of  the  hicurables,    a  Child,    the  Con- 
JlruSlion  of  wkofe  Limbs  might  have  been  fo  fmgulur 
and  deformed  as  to  give  Occafionfor  fuch  a  Story  ;    . 
,    ,   But  it  is  very  probable  that  the  Child  in  ^^lejiion 
came  into  the  If'orld  with  the  Bones  both  of  the  Car- 
E  z  pus 
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pus  and  Tarfus  disjointed  ;  which  Ignorant  People 
?mght  conftder  as  the  FraSlures  made  in  the  Bodies  of 
M.alef actors  ;  .  .  .  and  give  the  Mother  an  Oppor^ 
iiiniiy  of  forging  this  idle  FiBion^  to  excite  the  Cha- 

rity  of  tender-hearted  People Befides^  fome 

reputable  Authors  have  obferved^  that  Bones  are 
fonietirnes  found  that  never  had  any  Solidity  at  ally 
or  had  lojl  their  Solidity  ^. 

After  that  the  Englijh  Naturalift  has  flrongly 
and  invincibly  refuted  the  Inipoffibility  of  the  Ef- 
fecfls  afcribed  to  the  Imagination  of  Women,  and 
demonftrated  that  they  are  repugnant  to  the  Prin- 
ciples of  Anatomy,  (as  the  Mother's  Nerves  have 
no  Communication  with  thofe  of  the  Child  :)  He 
fliews,  that  as  the  Paffions  of  the  Body  are  only 
Motions  of  the  Blood  and  Spirits,  whofe  Velocity 
is  greater  or  lefs  Surprize,  with  Refpe£l  to  the 
Mind,  is  no  more  than  afudden  Com  pari fon  made, 
with  or  without  Pain,  between  an  Objedl  which 

is  familiar  and  another  that  is  unknown  to  us 

But  are  Children^  fays  he  f,  capable  of  making  thefe 
various  RefeSiions^  at  a  Titne  when  they  are  a  mere 
fenfitive  Lump  of  Flejh.  The  Mother's  Thoughts  in- 
deed are  very  extenfive  ;  hut  then  it  is  not  pojfihle  for 
the  Child  to  comprehend  the?n  ;  its  Underjianding  not 
being  yet  formed  by  the  Knowledge  of  exterior  Ob- 
jeds^  which  affe£t  or  dijiurfl  the  Mother^  who  is 
frightned  at  a  Sword,  hecaufe  Jloe  difiurbs  the  Hand 
ivhich  holds  it  -,  and  ii  frightned  at  a  Dog^  as  Jhe  is 
Jenfble  that  it  may  pojfbly  bite  her.  .  .  .  Thofe  who 
pretendy  with  Father  Mallebranche,  that  the  Child 
fees  the  Jame  ObjeBs  as  the  Mother,  and  hears  the 
fame  Sounds,  ?nujl  tneamWo  modo  than  Children  can 
Ae  luithout    Light,    and  hear  when  their  Ears  are 


*  Blunders  phyfical  Differtatioii;.  40,  &c. 
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ftopt  .  .  .  .  Jrid  hoiu  would  it  be  poffihle  for  the  Mo- 
ther to  communicate  her  Thoughts  to  the  Child,  ifi  her 
IVomh^  when  her  Soul  is  cibfolutely  feparated  from 
that  of  the  Fcetus  ? 

The  phyfical  Reafons  which  the  Author  gives  for 
thofe  Marks,  and  the  Deformity  fometimes  found 
in  Children,  are  as  judicious  and  natural  as  thofe 
alledged  by  him  to  refute  the  Effe6ls  of  the  Imagi- 
nation. He  afcribes  the  Birth  of  monftrous  Crea- 
tures to  the  Indifpofitions  and  Infirmities  of  the 
Animals  in  the  Womb  ;  to  a  Stop  put  to  the  grow- 
ing of  fome  Parts  of  tlie  Footus  ;  to  fome  Violence 
Of  Force  her  Body  met  with  :  to  the  bad  Health 
of  the  Parents,  and  the  Eggs  changing  their  Place. 
There  is  no  doubt,  fays  he*,  but  Children  in  thj 
Wo7nb  are  as  liable  to  Sickneffcs,  as  after  they  are 
born.  They  are  not  exempt  from  CataraSfs,  the 
Gout,  &c.  Would  it  not  therefore  be  very  ftrayigey 
and  even  aflonijhing,  that  a  tender  Body,  like  that 
of  the  Foetus,  which  is  capable  of  receiving  the 
flight  eft  ImpreJJion,  Jhould  always  come  into  the  M'^orld, 
zvithout  difcovering  the  fad  EffcBs  of  fo  great  a 
Nu?nber  of  Infirmities,  by  fo?ne  Mark  or  Defor- 
mity P  .  .  .  .  the  fever  a  I  Parts  of  the  Foetus  are 
all  planed  in  the  Egg,  but  tluy  do  not  grow  equally. 
Some  difplay  the7nfelves  foon,  whereas  others  do  not 
appear  till  a  long  Time  afteriuards,  or  perhaps  never ^ 
if  they  meet  with  any  Objlacle,  For  if  4h\  Fioetus 
is  indifpos'd,  the  Objir unions  of  the  Veffel s  may  de- 
prive certain  Parts  of  their  NouriJl?ment,  tvhich 
afteriuards  remain  in  their  firjl  State,  ivithout  grow- 
tug  or  encreaftng,  at  the  fame  Time  that  the  reft  be- 
come  perfe6i.  IFhenever  that  happens,  this  Ph^e^ 
nomcnon  is  thought  fo  Jlrange,  that  the  Vulgar  do 
not  fail  inunediatcly  to  cry  that   a  Monjhr  is  born  ; 

*Pag.   89,  &  feq. 
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and  to  afcrlie  the  monjfrous  ^alhy  of  the  Child  to 
the  Mother'' s  Imagination^  tho^  there  is  nothing  un^ 
natural  in  all  this  .  ,  .  For  in/lance,  the  Brain 
both  within  and  without  is  at  jirji  like  two  watry 
Bladders ;  but  afterwards  that  very  clear  Water  con  - 
denfes  or  thickens^  and  is  covered  only  with  a  delicate 
Skin  *.  Some  Children  have  come  into  the  Worlds 
without  the  Appearance  of  any  Brain.  This  Parti- 
cular is  related  in  Blegny's  Journals,  He  relates 
that  a  female  Child  had  no  Brain  at  her  Birth ^  and 
yet  lived  five  Daysf.  Doubt lefs  this  Child's  Brain 
continued  in  its  firjl  State^  occajtoned  byfome  Ob/lruc- 

tions-t  and  coffequently  appeared  watry When- 

ever  a  Child  is  brought  forth.,  hearing  fome  Refem^- 
hlance  to  an  Ape^  a  Frog.,  or  fomething  fiill  uglier.,  it 
7nuji  heafcribed  to  the  fame  Caufe  ;  /  fnean^  that  as 
the  Lips  and  Cheeks  were  not  yet  arrived  at  their 
Perfe^ion.,  and  the  Alouth  being  Jiretched  as  wide  as 
the  Ears  §,  which  then  are  imperceptible :  Children 
horn  vjith   thefe   ImperfeSiions   appear  horrible  to  the 

SpeSlatcrs.)  and  occafion  many  fabulous  Stories 

It  is  no  difficult  Matter  to  difcover  the  Origin  of  red 
Marks.  It  often  proceeds  from  the  Skints  not  being 
of  a  due  Thicknefs  in  that  Part.,  whence  it  appears 
as  though  it  had  been  flead  ;  for  as  all  the  Feins 
are  clofe  to  the  Surface  of  the  Skln^   they    therefore 

*  hi  Cap'ite  circumcrefcents  Me?iibrand,  ex  Aqua  limpt- 
dijjimd  cerebrum  concinnatur.  .  .  .  Cerebrum  ^  Cerebel- 
lu?n  ex  limpidijfirnd  Aqua  in  Coagulum  calofum  denfantur, 
Harvaeus,   Exercitat.  LXIX. 

-j-  Fuellaftne  Cerebro  n  :ta  in  iota  Cranii  Capacitate  yii- 
hil  prater  Aquam  liquidam  deprehendere  licuit,  ornnlno  a- 
dimplente7n  Membranam,  nullo  pr^efente  Cerebro,  aut  Sub' 
Jiantid  folidd.  Blegny  Zodaicus  Medico- Galiicus,  A- 
fril,    1681,  Obfer^vat,  III. 

§  Oils  Rid  us  ad  utrojnque  Aurem  protenfus  cer7iitur. 
Harvaeus,  Exercitat.  LXIX. 

are 
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are  eafily  feen.  Sometimes  this  Defedf  is  not  owing 
fo  much  to  the  Skin^  as  to  the  StruBure  of  the  Arti- 
vies  and  Veins  ;  the  capillary  Branches  of  the  former 
being  extremely  numerous^  and  7?iore  extended  than  u- 
Jual ;  and  thofe  of  the  other  Vcjpis  being  hut  fewy 
narrow^  and  dijcharging  the  Blood  Jlowly.  .  ,  The 
Body  of  the  Fcerus  being  very  tender  is  alfo  liable  to 
be  bruifed  and  hurt  by  the  (Irong  Convulfions  of  the 
Tubesy  and  thofe  of  the  TVomh  ;  as  well  as  by  the 
violent  ContraEiion  of  the  Mufchs  of  the  Abdomen, 
which  prefs  upon  it  forcibly.  Hippocrates*  is  of 
Opinion^  that  the  ill  Conftru^ion  of  the  Womb  may 
cccafion  Dtformities,  The  Child,  fays  he,  in  the 
Wo7nh,  vuill  be  maimed  if  it  has  not  Room  enough^ 
and  is  not  at  its  full  Eafe,  It  is  like,  in  this  Re- 
fpeB,  to  a  Vetegahlc,  zuhich  ?neciing  with  a  Stone,  or 
feme  other  Subjlance,  that  confines  it  in  its  Groivthy 
grows  infenfibly  deformed  ;  thin  on  one  Side^  and  thick 
on  the  other. 

Is  it  poffible,  dear  Ifaac,  that  as  good  Senfe,  in- 
firudted  and  guided  by  Anatomy,  fhould  offer  to 
the  Mind  fo  many  natural  Adethods  for  explaining 
the  impcrfe(5t  f^ormation  of  Animals,  feveral  Phi- 
lofophers  Ihould  yet  have  fought  for  Expedients  to 
maintain  and  judify  the  Prejudices  of  vulgar  and 
ignorant  Perfons  ;  and  afcribe  to  the  Power  of  the 
Imagination  in  Women  the  Caufes  of  certain  Ef- 
fecSl^-,  which  Nature  prefented  them  in  fo  clear  a 
Manner?  But,  fay 'the  followers  of  Mallehranchey 
who  cannot  bear  to  fee  the  Remedy  of  their  Foun- 
der exploded,  If  a  female  Imagination  can  have  no 
Effe^  upon  a  Yc^ins,  how  comes  it  that  fome  Women 
have  been  hurt  merely  by  a  Fright  ?  If  the  Foetus 
is  infer fible  to  whatever  happens  in  th:  Mother  s  Ima* 
gination,  how  can  it  (hare  in  her  Fear  ?    To  this  I 

*  De  Genitur.  Art,  X  \. 
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?nfwer,  Friend  Jfaac^  that  it  really  has  no  Share  m 
this  Fear  ;  but  is  ftrongly  afFeded  by  the  corporal 
Impreflions  which  this  Dread  of  its  Parent  occafi- 
ons  ;  by  the  Motions  of  the  Diaphragm  and  the 
Mufcles  of  the  Abdomen^  which,  prefling  ftrongly 
the  Inteftines,  obliges  the  Womb  to  thruft  upon 
the  Fcetus^  and  fometimes  deftroy  it.  The  ftrong 
Pafiions  diforder  very  much  the  human  Body.  Sur- 
prize, Terror  and  Anger,  have  the  fame  Effect 
upon  the  human  Machine,  as  forcibly  fhaking  a 
Clock.  Should  we  be  furprized  if  a  Man,  upon 
his  falling  dov;n,  fhould  put  the  Springs  of  his 
Watch  out  of  Order  ?  Would  it  be  neceflary  to 
enquire,  in  the  Imagination  of  this  Man,  for  the 
Caufeof  this  Diforder  ?  and,  to  prevent  it,  fliould 
he  fcratch  his  Back-fide  as  he  fell  ?  It  muft  be  con- 
feiTed  that,  were  fome  of  the  ancient  Philofophers 
to  return  again  into  the  World,  they  would  find, 
in  the  Writings  of  certain  Moderns,  Matter  fuffi- 
cient  to  revenge  themfeives  of  the  Sarcafms  (and 
thefe  often  too  violent)  fometimes  levelled  at  their 
Opinions. 

Enjoy  thy   Health,    dear  Ifaacy   live  contented 
and  happy. 

London^  the  ...  . 


LET- 
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T  Took  Notice,  good  Monceca^  in  my  laft  Letter* 
•*■  of  the  Conformity  between  the  People  of  7>//)«/^' 
nnd  thofc  of  Sparta.  They  alfo  have  imitated 
feme  of  the  Roman  Cuftoms.  They  trufl  the  guard- 
ing of  their  City  in  the  Night-time,  to  Maftiffs, 
which  they  fliut  up,  during  the  Day,  in  one  of  the 
liaftions  of  the  Rampant.  Thefe  MadifFs  dif- 
charge  very  faithfully  the  Duties  of  their  Fundi- 
ons  ;  they  patrol  through  the  Streets  of  the  City  ; 
and  if  they  happen  to  meet  v.'ith  any  Perfon,  they 
are  fure  to  tear  him  to  Pieces.  The  Moment  Day 
breaks,  thev  go  of  ihcmfelves  to  the  Door  of  their 
Prifon.  They  indeed  are  lefij  quiet  here  than  tliofe 
l3ogs  who  were  appointed  to  guard  the  Capitol ;  for 
they  bark  the  Inltant  they  hear  any  Perfon  come 
near  their  Habi rations,  and  their  Roaring  is  heard 
IV.  all  that  Q^iarter  of  the  City  ;  whereas  thofe  of  the 
Roinans  were  obliged,  upon  Pain  of  Death,  to  be 
quiet  in  the  Day-time.  The  People  of  Tripoli^  m 
this  RcfpetSl,  {htw  more  Judgment  tiian  the  Ro^ 
mans  ;  they  not  requiring,  from  Brutes,  2.nv  Ac^lions 
but  fuch  as  fuit  their  Nature  j  and  are  not  fo  li'ly  as 
X.0  expecl,  from  them,  a  Chain  of  Reafoning. 

1  knov/  not,  Friend  M'jnceca^  if  th.ou  ever  look- 
ed Notice  of  the  exaclDifcipline  which  tlie  Dogr:  in 
the  Capitol  were  obliged  to  keep.  One  would  con- 
cV\\-z  that  the  Romans  were  fuperfliiioufly  perfua- 
ded,  tliat  the  Brutes  in  Qiteftion  mure  iiavc  been  in- 
'     'i'--  S  faired' 
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fpired  by  the  Deity.  "  They  are  fed,  fays  Tiil- 
«'  /y,  in  order  that  they  may  bjark  :  For  this  Rea- 
«'  fon  it  is  not  thought  ft  range  to  hear  them  bark, 
*'  in  the  Night,  at  any  one  whom  they  may  hear 
*'  coming,  though  a  Perfon  of  the  greateft  Good- 
"  nefs  and  Virtue  ;  the  Unfeafonablenefs  of  the 
"  Hour  excufes  their  Miftake,  and  authorizes  their 
"  Sufplcion.  But  they  are  fure  to  have  their  Legs 
**  broke  whenever  they  bark,  in  the  Day-time,  a- 
*'  gain  ft  Perfons  who  go  to  the  Temple,  to  offer 
"  up  their  Prayers  to  the  immortal  Gods*." 

Is  not  this  an  excellent  Maxim,  and  founded  on 
good  Senfe  ?  Does  it  not  argue  great  Wifdom,  to 
require  a  Dog  to  forget  that  he  is  fuch  during  the 
Day,  and  remember  what  Creature  he  is  in  the 
Night,  upon  Pain  of  being  hanged  by  the  Neck  till 
he  is  dead  ?  When  we  refle6t,  dcM  Monceca^  on 
the  abfurd  and  childifh  Cuftoms  that  ftrongly  pre- 
vailed, and  which  were  confidered  as  eflential  Law5?, 
among  moft  of  the  ancient  Nations,  v/e  are  afto- 
niftied  to  find  that  Men,  who  performed  fuch  glo- 
rious Adlions,  and  exhibited  fo  many  Proofs  of  the 
Greatnefs  of  their  Genius,  could  have  given  into, 
and  approved  of  Cuftoms,  which  now  appear  inco- 
herent and  ridiculous  to  the  moft  barbarous  Nati- 
ons. This  is  a  Ctrcumftance  that  cannot  but  mor- 
tify the  Pride  of  Man.  One  would  be  apt  to  ima- 
gine that  the  Capacity  of  wretched  Mortals  is  fuch, 

*  Anferihiis  Ciharia  publice  Iccantiir,  i^  Canes  c.liintur 
hi  CcjjitoUo,  tit  ft.nificent  ft  Fiires  ^enirM.  At  Fares  in- 
ternofcere  non  pojfunt.  Significant  tamen^  fi  qui  no£lu  in 
Capitolitim  ^enerint :  &  quia  id  effufpicofum,  tametfi  Bef 
tiee  frni,  tamcn  in  earn  partem  potius  peccant  qu^e  eji  caw 
fior.  ^odfi  Luce  qitoque  Canes  latrent,  quum  Deos  fi- 
i lit  ■.'.turn  cdiqui  -oenerint,  opinor  ils  Crura  fuffringantur, 
quod  acres  fnt  ctiani  tunc  quum  Sufiiio  'nulla ft ^  Ciccro 
pro  Rofcio  Amerino,  Cap.  xx. 

1        '  that 
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tfiat  they   are    never  able  to  inftltute,  in  a  State,  a 
Body  of  Laws  equally  wife  and  judicious  ;    but  are 
always  obliged  to  mix  a  certain   Portion  of    Follsy 
and    Superflition    with   the   molt  jull:    Reflection 
Hence   I    fhould  be  apt  to  think,    worthy  Monce- 
ca,  that  all  Nations  refemble,  in  many  Points,  thofe 
whom,    at  firft   Sight,    they   feem   moll  to  differ 
from.     This  Reflection  may  appear  fuigular  to  you, 
and  it  feems   a  Kind  of    Paradox  to   fuppofe,    that 
the  Italians,  a.  People  of  a  gentle,   fupple,    and  vo- 
luptuous Cafe  of  Mind,  averfe  to  War,  and  loving 
the  polite   Arts,    {li(3uld  yet  bear  a  Conformity   to 
Indians  of  a  favage  Difpofition,    unpolifhed  and  ig- 
norant, and  inured   to  Labour   and  Fatigue.     Ne- 
ver thelefs,  what  Difference  foever  we  may  imagine 
is  found  between  the  Turn  of  Mind  of  the   feveral 
People   in   Q^:e(lion,    it  wiil  appear,   upon  a   flricSt 
Enquiry,    that  they  refemble  one  another,  even   in 
tJ^e  molt  effential  Things. 

.  The  Italians  bear  (o  great  a  Reverence  for  their 
Pontiff,  as  almolt  amounts  to  Idolatry.  They  fet 
him  upon  an  Altar,  offer  Incenfe  to  him,  fallprof- 
trate  before  him,  and  kifs  in  the  humbled  Manner 
his  Toe.  Let  us  now  take  a  View  of  the  Honours 
which  the  Indians  pay  to  their  Princes.  They 
appear  before  them  in  a  Pofture  of  the  utmoft  Hu- 
mility ;  and  never  ad'drefs  them  but  in  Terms  as 
pompous  as  the  foothing  Titles  of  HoUnefs,  and  of 
God's  Vicar  upon  Earth,  The  Chineze,  whenever 
they  come  before  their  Emperors,  fall  down  nine 
times  before  them.  Is  not  this  equivalent  to  the 
humble  kifling  of  the  facrcd  Slipper  ? 

"    In   India,    fays  a   modern  Author  *,     all  the 
*'   Pagods  are  renowned  for  fume  Miracles-,  or  ex- 

*  Ceremonies  r.nd  religious  Cuftoms  of  the  idolatrous 
Nations.     To;/i.  II.  P^ift  i.  p.  2. 

E  6  '     «« traorJinary 
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<«  traordlnary   Cures,  of  the  Legends  of  which  a 
<«  Hiftory  iscompofed,  for   the  Comfort  and  Edi- 
'*  iication  of  devout  Perfons.    .    .  .    The  Piety  of 
*'  one  fhall  be  di reeled  to   Jagarnat^  and  of  ano- 
<«  ther  to  Wijhioo.     A  Bramin^    taking  the  Hand- 
*«  kerchiefs  of  thefe  Devotees,   or  any  other  Things 
*'  they  may  prefent  to  them,  rubs  them  againft  the 
*'  God  whofe  Prieft  he  is,    and  afterwards  returns 
•'  them   to    the  feveral  Perfons  to  whom  they  be- 
''  long."     Is  not  this,    excellent  Monceca^  an  ex- 
a6l  Copy  of   what   is  done   in  Europe  ?    Ignatius 
Loyola  is    there  inftead  of  Jagarnat^    and  Francis 
fC AJfife  of  Wijlnoo.      The   Jejuits   and  Francifcans 
are  juft  upon  a  Level,    in  this   Reflect,    with  the 
Bramins^    fince  they  rub  the  Shrines  of  their  Patri- 
archs with  Handkerchiefs  ;  and,  what  is  flill  more 
furprizing,    the  Monks  of   St.   Genevieva  rub,    in 
like  Manner,  the  Cafe  of  that  Saint's  Shrine,    with 
Pieces  of   Linnen  fa  lined   at    the  End   of  a  Pole  ; 
though  they  might  as  well  rub  her  Pedeftal  with  it, 
or  the  Threfhold  of  her  Church- door.    The  Monk^ 
above  mentioned  employ   as    much   Art  in    taking 
Advantage  of  the  Superftition  of  the  Europeans^  as 
the  Bramins  do,   v^ith  Regard  to  the  Simplicity  and 
Ignorance  of  the  Indians.      Has  not  the  Author  who 
informs    us  of   thefe  Artifices  of  their  Priefts  Rea- 
fon  to  fay,  that  the  Friejls  a^  here  e%a^ly  as  in 
ether  Countries  ? 

But  this  is  not  the  only  Circumltance  in  which  the 
Faith  of  the  Italians  agrees  with  that  of  the  Eojl- 
Indians.  Both  People  make  Procellions  to  their 
Pagods.  The  former  carry  their  Saints  up  and 
idown  the  Streets  ;  and  the  latter  go  about  as  cere- 
monioufly  with  their  Gods.  The  Author  juft  quo- 
ted furnifhes  me  alfo  with  this  fccond  Particular. 
**  In  the  PrcceiTion,  fays  he  *,  which  the  Indians 
*  Ibid. 

rnake 
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'<  make  to  their  Gods,  they  follow  fome  Ufages 
*'  that  are  pretty  well  known  in  Europe.  Such, 
*'  for  Inftance,  is  that  of  the  Litter,  on  which 
''  they  carry  the  God  who  is  led  about  ;  the  port- 
''  able  Altar  employed  in  thefe  Proceffions  ;  the 
*'  Flowers  fcattered  in  the  Way  of  the  Idol  ;  the 
''  Perfumes  and  Odours  they  burn  in  its  Honour, 
<^  ^c.  I  fhall  make  no  Mention  of  the  Cries  of  thefe 
**  Devotees,  of  the  Prayers  which  they  offer  up 
"  howling  ;  of  the  Gefticulations  which  the  Pre- 
'*  fence  of  the  God  excites  ;  their  Groans  and 
*'  their  Tranfports,  the  too  ordinary  Effe(5l  of 
"  Cuftom  and  Education."  Would  not  one  ima- 
gine, Friend  Monceca^  this  to  be  the  Defcription  of 
one  of  thofe  Nazareen  Proceilions,  in  which  the 
Shrine  of  fome  Saint  is  carried,  in  order  to  put  a 
Stop  to  a  long  Sterility^  or  to  procure  an  Abun- 
dance  of  Rain. 

By  the  Way,  it  is  not  barely  to  Images  that  the 
Romans  pay  a  fuperftitious  Worfhip.  I  have  often 
fecn,  whilll:  I  was  at  Rome^  a  Crowd  of  People 
falling  proftrate  in  the  Streets,  through  which  the 
PontifF  pafTed,  efcorted  by  a  fplendid  Cavalcade. 
On  th'jfe  Occafions  v/ere  heard  the  like  Groans  and 
Tranjports^  which  the  Sight  of  their  Gods  infpires 
^/;^  Indians  zt7//;.  What  a  Spc(5^acle  mufl  it  be  to 
a  Philofopher,  to  fee  all  the  Inhabitants  of  a  City 
fall  at  the  Feet  of  a  Man,  and  cry  with  a  tremb- 
ling Voice,  Holy  Father^  ahfolve  us  from  our  Crimes ; 
bc/iovj  upon  us  Indulgences^  to  ferve  us  in  our  expir- 
ing  Mojuents  !  It  would  be  the  fame  to  me  if  they 
{hould  fay.  Favour  us  with  a  PaJJ'port  to  fecure  us 
from  the  Sheriff's  Officers  of  Hell.  I  will  confcfs 
10  thee,  dear  Monceca^  that  I  always  bluflied  at  the 
Weaknefsof  the  human  Mind,  every  Time  I  be- 
held fuch  Scenes,  What  would  Socrates  that  wife 
Athenian^    have  faid,   had  fjmething  of   this  Kind 

been 
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been  told  him  ?  I  queftion  if  he  could  have  kept 
his  Countenance.  He  .would  have  laughed  at  the 
Folly  of  the  Italians^  juft  as  he  did  at  that  of  the 
Greeks,  and  have  met  with  the  like  Fate.  The  In- 
quifitors  would  not  have  been  more  human  than 
thofe  Tyrants  who  fentenced  him  to  die.  In  all 
Countries  where  Superflition  prevails,  it  is  dange- 
rous to  attempt  to  enlighten  the  Minds  of  Men  ; 
efpecially  in  thofe  where  the  Scepter  and  Cenfor  are 
in  the  fame  Hands.  Any  Perfon  who  violates  the 
Laws  of  Morality,  and  a6ts  in  fuch  a  Manner  as 
is  injurious  to  Society,  eafily  obtains  in  Kome  2.  Par- 
don ;  but  Woe  be  to  him  if  he  has  attempted  any 
Thing  that  tends  to  the  Diminution  of  the  Eccle- 
fiaftical  Authority:  his  Ruin  is  infallible,  and  the 
moft  fevere  Punifhment  is  infli6led  upon  him. 

To  return,  excellent  Aionceca^  to  the  Confor- 
mity between  the  Indians  and  Italians.  In  the 
Kingdom  of  Decan^  the  JNairos  have  a  Right  to 
demand  the  lafi:  Favours  of  any  Maidens  or  marri- 
ed Women  whofe  Beauty  may  have  charmed  them. 
The  Husbands  think  it  an  Honour  to  wear  the 
Horns,  when  planted  by  Perfonsof  fo  high  a  Rank. 
In  Rome,  the  Cardinals  and  Prelates  ;  and,  in  the 
reft  of  Itafy^  the  Monks  and  Priefts  have  not  yet 
reduced  to  the  Form  of  a  Law  the  Power,  which 
they  have  over  the  Fair-fex  ;  but  then  they  enjoy 
in  Eftecl  the  fame  Privileges  as  the  Nairos  ;  and 
there  is  no  Roman  but  thinks  himfelf  vaftly  happy 
to  be  honoured  with  a  Vifit,  in  which  he  himfelf 
has  much  lefs  Concern  than  his  Wife. 

Among  tlie  Banians^  the  chief  Brafnin  has  the 
fame  PJghts  and  Prerogatives  as  the  Roman  Pon- 
tifF'.  It  is  he  who  allows  Difpcnfations  for  Marri- 
ages, and  grants  Divorces,  for  all  which  ready 
Money  muft  be  paid. 

Here 
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Here  follows  another  Conformity  between  the  Be- 
lief of  the  Italians  and  Indians ;  which  compre- 
hends, at  the  fame  Time,  many  of  the  chief  Ar- 
ticles of  the  Religion  of  the  People.  'Tis  extract- 
ed from  the  fame  Author  whom  I  copied  before, 
*'  The  Indians,  fays  he*,  when  they  grow  ia 
•'  Years,  perform  Penances,  and  fuch  like  Works, 
*'  confidercd  as  meritorious,  in  order  that,  when 
*'  they  quit  this  Life,  their  Soul  may  go  and  refide 
**  in  a  found  Body,  or  that  of  a  Perfonof  Diftinc- 
"  tion.  To  this  Motive  we  mud  afcribe  all  their 
*'  pious  Works,  Alms,  Retirements,  Foundati- 
*'  ons,  bV.  Thofe,  who  have  not  Strength  of 
"  Mind  to  undergo  Aufterities,  give  into  the  Prac- 
"  tices  juft  mentioned  ;  beftow  Alms  very  liberal- 
*'  ly  on  the  Bramins,  and  enjoin  their  Heirs  to  of- 
"  fer  up  Prayers  to  God  in  their  Favour.  There 
*'  are  fome  alfo  who  amafs  immenfc  Tieafures  du- 
*'  ring  their  Live?,  in  order  that  they  may  have 
*'  wherewithal  to  redeem  themfelves  after  Death, 
"  when  their  Souls  are  fo  unhappy  as  to  enter  into 
''  the  Body  of  a  miferable  Wretch." 

The  Notion  of  the  Tranfmigrationof  Souls  pro- 
duces the  fime  EfFcr(fls  among  the  Indians,  as  Pur- 
gatory among  the  Nazareens.  L  imagine  I  fee  in 
the  Banians,  who  perform  extraordmary  Ads  of 
Charity,  in  order  that,  at  their  quitting  this  mortal 
Life,  their  Souls  may  go  and  animate  a  Avell-dif- 
p  jfed  Body,  {o  many  Farmer-generals  appointing, 
in  their  expiring  Moments,  fome  Friars  to  beftow 
in  Legacies  Pari  of  the  Treafure  (lolen  by  them. 

Methinks  there  is  likewifc  a  great  Conformity 
between  the  nch  Italian  and /w^/^;?  Devotees,  *'who, 
"  not  having  Courage  enough  to  fubmit  to  Aufle- 
*'  rities,  purchafe,  upon  Confiderationof  a  certain 
*'  Sum,  the  Privilege  of  being  exempt  from  them. 

*'  Such 
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''  Such  a  Favour  is  beftowed  on  a  ruperflltious,  but 
"  voluptuous  Roman.''''  Upon  giving  ten  Piftoles  he 
is  permitted  to  eat  Flefli  during  Lent^  and  on  fuch 
Days  on  which  it  is  prohibited  by  Order  of  the  Pope. 
He  likewifefupph'eshimrelfw^ith  a confiderable  Num- 
ber of  Indulgences,  which  he  purchafes  at  a  very 
dear  Rate,  and  imagines  to  be  of  great  Ufe  after  Death. 
I  very  juftly  imagine.  ^tTix  Monceca^  that  there 
is  a  great  Refemblance  between  the  Ufages  and 
Manners  of  the  two  People,  of  whofe  Superftition 
I  have  juft  now  taken  a  View  ;  and  it  is  not  only 
in  thofe  Things  relating  to  the  Ceremonies  and  ex- 
terior Worfl:ilp,  that  they  ad  much  after  the  fame 
Manner.  They  entertain  the  fame  Idea  with  Re- 
gard to  myftical  Devotion,  and  the  ridiculous  Ma- 
cerations pradifed  by  fome Nazareen  Monks.  The 
Indians  have  their  Capuchins,  their  Fathers  of  ia 
Trappe,  their  Camalduli  and  their  Carthiifians,  &c. 
Here  follows  an  exa<5l  Relation  of  their  Manner  of 
living,  which  feems  to  be  copied  from  fome  Ac- 
count, that  contained  the  extravagant  Hiftory  af 
monadic  Penances.  "  Siia  was  the  Inventor  of 
*'  Pilgrimages,    and    the  Patriarch   of   the  Indian 

"   Hermits,   known   by  the  Name  of  Fakirs. 

**  When  they  find  themfelves  inclined  to  fleep,  they 
*'  they  let  themfelves  fall  down  on  the  Afhes  of 
*'  Cow-dung,  and  fuch  like  Filth.  They  even 
*'  fometimes  fprinkle  their  long  and  dirty  Hair  with 
'••  thefe  A  flies,  by  way  of  Powder.  Some  retire 
'*  into  a  kind  of  Ditch,  where  they  receive  no 
"  Light  but  from  a  very  little  Hole.  They  will  ftay 
*'  in  thefe  Places  nine  or  ten  Days,  always  conti- 
''  nuirg  in  the  fame  Pofture,  and  without  eating 
*'  or  drijiking.  It  is  affirmed,  that  others  pafs  their 
"  wliolc Lives  without  once  lying  down:  But  when- 
'*  ever  ihey  are  frrongly  inclined  to  fleep,  they  lean 
*•  ^gainfc  a  Rope,  wiiich  hangs  between  two  Trees. 
I        "  **  —Other 
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•' Other  Penitents  will  ftand,  during  ten  or 

"  twelve  Hours  in  the  Day,  with  one  Foot  lifted 
*'  up  on  high,  their  Eyes  fixed  upon  the  Sun,  and 
"  holding  a  Cenfer  filled  with  Fire,  wherein 
"  they  throw  Incenfe  in  Honour  of  fome  Idol. 
*'  Others  continue  forever  feated,  or  rather  fquatted 
"  upon  their  Buttocks,  in  which  Pofture  their 
"  Hands  are  always  lifted  up  different  Ways  over 
"  their  Head,  ^'c.  *" 

The  Aufterities  of  thefe  Fakirs  may  be  very  juft- 
ly  compared  to  the  Follies  of  fome  Nazarecn  Monks. 
Ignatius  Loyola^  the  mighty  Patriarch  of  the  Jefuits, 
travelled  for  many  Years  with  one  Foot  covered, 
and  the  other  naked,  and  let  himfelf  be  eat  up  by 
Lice;  he  having  confined  himfelf,  v/ith  a  Parcel 
of  Wretches  like  himfelf,  in  an  Hofpital.  Francis 
d'Ajfife  ufed  to  roll  about  in  the  Snow,  as  a  Horfe 
will  in  Straw.  His  Difciples,  at  this  Day,  prick 
their  Bodies  with  Iron-points,  go  half  naked,  and 
are  as  dirty  as  the  Fakirs',  equally  ufelefs  to  Society; 
as  ignorant,  as  ftupid,  and  as  much  revered  by  the 
Vulgar.  Can  any  Refemblance  be  ftronger  than 
this  f  Here  follows  another  which  is  no  lefs  {o. 
^Tis  found  among  thefe  Fakirs^  and  the  n\yftf|^. 
cal  Difciples  of  Mo/inos.  *'  To  all  that  has  been 
"  writ  concerning  thefe  Indian  Hermits,  fays  the 
*'  Author  fo  often  citedy  I  fliall  add,  that  devout 
"  Women  are  feen  who  go  and  kifs  the  moft  fecret 
"  Parts  of  their  Bodies,  and  yet  never  avert  their 
*'  Eyes,  are  never  put  out  of  Countenance,  nor  is 
*'  any  Senfibility  difcovered  on  either  Side.  They 
"  even  affe6t,  at  their  receiving  thefe  extravagant 
"  Tokens  of  Refpedl,  a  Kind  of  Extafy  and  Tran- 
*'  quiliiy  of  Mind  f." 

Religious  Cufoms  and  Ceremonies  of  the  idolatroit, 
Ni'.tio?.'Sy  Tom.  II.  Part  I.    page  7. 
t  Ibid. 

Am 
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Am  I  not  in  the  right,  worthy  Monceca^  to  af- 
fert  that  we  meet  in  India  with  that  Quietifm  which 
MoUnos  preached  in  the  Midft  of  Rome^  and  which 
fo  many  Nazareen  Pr lefts  have  adopted  ?  When  I 
think  of  thefe  Women  going  to  kifs  the  moji  hidden 
Farts  of  the  Fakirs^  methinks  I  behold  Father  Gi^ 
rard^  with  his  Eyes  turned  up  towards  Heaven, 
faften  his  Lips  on  Z<7C^^/^rA  Bubbies  j  and  a  lit- 
tle after  this  Feat,  I  fee  him  kifled  by  La  Baiter elle^ 
another  of  his  Penitents.  How  many  Monks  in  I- 
taly  transform  into  Relicks,  in  the  fame  Manner  as 
the  Fakirs^  the  moft  peccant  Parts  of  their  Bo- 
dies ?  If  their  Devotees  had  the  fame  Way  of  think- 
ing as  Rabelais^  they  would  be  contented  with  re- 
ceiving a  Kifs  Oil  their  Faces,  and  no  where  elfe.- 
Xhe  French  Author  in  queft:ion  could  never  be  pre* 
vailed  upon  to  accompany,  to  the  Audience  of  the 
Pope,  the  AmbafTador  in  whofe  Retinue  he  came,  to 
Rome-y  and  being  asked  the  Reafon  for  it,  he  replied, 
**  I  have  a  great  Averfion  to  bad  Smells ;  and  fince 
*'  my  Mafter,  who  reprefents  an  auguft  Monarch, 
"  is  going  to  kifs  the  Pope's  Toe,  doubtlefs  I,  be- 
"  ing  but  a  poor  Phyfician,  will  be  allowed  only 
«  to  kifs  Back-fide..'' 

The  Pott  is  fetting  out,  fo  I  am  extremely  hur- 
ried, and  muft  therefore  conclude  my  Letter.  Al- 
ways behold  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  all  Na- 
tions with  a  philofophic  Eye,  and  then  thou  wilt  ea- 
fily  perceive,  that  thof^  whofomecimcs  fecm  to  dif- 
fer moflly  in  their  Manners,  have  neverthclcfsmany 
Things  in  common. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  dear  Monceca^  live  contented 
and  happy,  and  always  feek  for  thy  Felicity  in  the 
Love  of  Phiiofophy  and  the  Sciences. 

Trlpll 

LET- 
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LETTER    CLXXI. 

Aaron   Mon  c  e  c  a  /<?  Isa  ac   Onis,   a 

C  A  R  A  I  T  E,  formerly  a   Rahbi  at    Con- 
ftantinople. 

O  O  M  E  Difficulties  occur,  worthy  Friend  Ifaac^t 
^  in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Soul  of  Brutes,  which 
can  never  be  furmounted  by  the  Mind  of  Man. 
What  Hypothefis  foever  the  Philofophcrs  invent,  to 
unfold  tb.e  Knowledge  of  it,  they  will  only  give  Rife 
to  newDovibts.  They  indeed  will  {hew  theWeaknefs 
of  the  Syftcms  combated  by  them;  but  in  delln^ying 
them  they  will  not  eftabhlli  their  own,  which,  though 
it  will  not  have  the  Defeats  perceived  in  the  reft, 
will  yet  have  others  equally  confiderable.  On  what 
Side  foever  a  Philofopher,  diverted  of  Prejudice, 
turns  his  Eye,  he  perceives  Barriers  which  check  the 
Progrefs  of  all  his  Refle6tions,  render  them  inefec- 
tual,  and  oppofe  his  Refearches. 

If  we  confider  the  Soul  of  Brutes  as  a  fimple 
Mcdification  of  Matter,  We" rti'n'the  Hazard  of  con- 
cluding, from  this  Principle,  (in  examining  the 
Nature  of  the  Soul  of  Man)  that  it  is  material 
like  that  of  Brutes.  For  if  Matter  can  be  endued 
with  a  felf-moving  Power,  it  is  able  to  receive  the 
Faculty  of  thinking,  conceiving,  refle£ling,  how 
grofly  and  imperfcctiv  foever  it  may  poflefs  thefe 
Qualities  ;  yet  by  fubtilizing  Itili  more,  by  ma- 
king it  a61:  upon  Organs  of  a  more  delicate  Tex- 
ture, I  fliall  be  able  to  raife  it  cafily  to  that  Point 
of  Perfcclion  which  I  perceive  in  the  moft  perfedl 
and  moll  enlightned  human  Soul.  I  even  {hall  not 
iind  It  very  difficult  to  carry  it  up  to  that  Height, 
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by  raifing  it  gradually.  I  fhall  find  but  little  Dif- 
ference between  an  Elephant,  and  a  heavy  Lapland 
Peafant,  to  whofe  Language  I  am  a  Stranger.  I 
(hall  perceive  that  the  two  Animals  act  equally  in 
Confequence  of  what  may  be  of  Ufe  to  them  ;  that 
they  articulate  Sounds  which  I  do  not  underftand  ; 
that  they  are  fufceptible  of  Pity,  Anger,  Fear, 
Friendfhip  ;  that  they  are  endued  with  Memory, 
and  fhun  what  may  fometimes  annoy  them.  The 
Inftant  I  difcover  a  perfect  Refemblance  in  the  in- 
telletStual  Piinciples  of  the  two  Animals  in  Quefti- 
on,  I  have  a  Certainty  of  the  PofTibility  of  the 
common  Materiality  of  their  Eflence.  It  is  then 
eaiy  for  me  to  raife  myfelf,  by  Degrees,  from  the 
Soul  of  the  Lapland  Animal,  to  that  of  thePhilo- 
fopher  Des  Cartes ;  Reafon  fuggefting  to  me  plain- 
ly, that  the  Souls  of  the  fame  Species  of  Animals 
cannot  be  of  feveral  different  Kinds.  Nothing 
could  be  fo  abfurd  and  ridiculous,  as  to  aflert  that 
the  Underftanding,  in  feme  Men,  r.efulted  from  a 
fpiritual  Principle,  and  that  of  fome  others  from  a 
material  Principle. 

When,  in  order  to  obviate  the  numberlefs  Diffi- 
culties that  arife,  in  the  S-ylkm  of  thofe  who  de- 
clare Brutes  to  be  end#ed  v/ith  »<materiaJ^.jSoul,  we 
are  for  admitting  that  of  Des  Cartes^  Reafon 
Itrongly  oppofes  an  Hypothefis,  the  Falfity  of  which 
is  plainly  dlfcovered  to  us  by  the  Laws  of  Nature, 
as  well  as  by  what  we  fee  perform'd  every"  Day  by 
Brutes.  How  can  we  figure  to  ourfelves  that  a 
"D-^^gt  in  whom  we  perceive  all  the  Indications  of 
Memory,  Conception  and  Reafoning  ;  who  is  fcn- 
fible,  not  only  to  thofe  Paflions  which  act  direcftly 
on  the  Senfes,  as  Hunger,  Tliirft  and  Pain  ;  but 
likewife  on  thofe,  the  chief  Operations  whereof 
are  in  the  Mind,  among  which  are  Friendfiiip, 
Pity,  Tendernefs,  Gratitude  and  Affection  j  how, 

I  ray. 
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I  fay,  can  any  Perfon  figure  to  himfelf,  that  this 
Dog  is  a  mere  Machine,  which,  according  to  Fa- 
ther Mallebranche^  cries  without  Pam^  eats  without 
Phafure^  believes  without  being  confcious  of  it-,  de- 
ftres  nothings  and  fears  nothing  *  ?  That  Perfon 
muft  have  a  very  ftrong  Faith  who  can  believe  fuch 
Things:  and  I  am  firmly  perfuaded,  Friend  Ifaac^ 
that  thofe  who  have  allerted  the  Probabih'ty  of  this 
with  fo  much  Warmth,  did  not  believe  the  PofTibi- 
lity  of  it,  in  the  Manner  they  pretended. 

Some  Philofophers  have  invented  a  third  Syflem, 
to  remove  the  DifHculties  of  the  other  two,  by  af- 
ferting,  that  the  Soul  of  Brutes  is  neither  material 
nor  fpiritual,  but  a  middle  Being  between  Spirit 
and  Matter.  But  how  filly  is  fuch  a  Diftindtion. 
This  Medium  Subftance  muft  either  have  Exten- 
fion,  orelfebe  unextended  ;  if  it  be  extended,  it 
confequently  is  material,  becaufe  whatever  is  ex- 
tended is  material.  But  if  it  be  not  extended,  it 
is  confequently  fpiritual  ;  becaufe  whatever  has  no 
Extenfion,  and  exifts,  is  neceffarily  fpiritual.  If  the 
Soul  of  Brutes  be  neither  fpiritual  nor  material,  it 
is  confequently  a  chimerical  Being,  as  the  Vacuum 
of  the  Epicureans  is  a  mere  Negation. 

This  is  altogether  as  ridiculous  as  what  the  Pcr'i^ 
patetics  advance,  when  they  pretend  to  prove,  that 
the  Soul  of  Brutes  is  merely  a  material  Form,  be- 
caufe it  differs  infinitely  from  that  of  Man,  in  the 
Knowledge  of  Good,  and  feveral  other  Things. 
If  the  Difference  between  the  Effence  and  Genus 
of  Souls  was  owing  to  the  different  Degrees  of  Per- 
ception, it  then  muft  be  affcrted,  th:it  thofe  of  Chil- 
dren arc  not  of  the  fame  Kind  with  that  of  Men, 
who  have  attained  to  the  Age  of  Reafon,     To  this 

*  Mallebranche,  Recherche  de  la  Veritc,  Book  IV. 
C%.  VII.  Pag.  432. 


the 
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the  Peripatetics  and  Schoohnen  anfwer,  that  the 
Soul  of  a  Child  and  that  of  a  Man  do  not  dif- 
fer in  Genus  and  Order  ;  but  that  the  Caufe  of 
the  httle  Perception  rliat  is  feen  in  Children  is  ow- 
ing to  the  Organs  not  having  yet  attained  their  Per- 
feclion. 

But  this  weak  Argument  is  deftroyed  by  fuch  an 
Obje(5tlon  as  is  unanfwerable.  "  Since  only  the 
*'  Organs,  may  thefe  Philofophers  be  anfwered^  de- 
'^  termine  the  Degree  of  the  Underftanding  and 
*'  Conception  of  Souls,  who  can  tell,  if  the  Soul 
*^  of  a  Horfe  was  placed  in  the  Body  of  Ar'ijiotle 
*'  or  that  of  Scotus^  but  that  it  might  have  acqui- 
*'  red  the  Qualities  found  in  thofe  of  the  Philofo- 
"  phers  in  Queftion.  In  like  Manner,  if  their 
**  Souls  had  animated  the  Body  of  an  Afs,  all  the 
*'  Tokens  of  Reafoning  they  could  have  given, 
*'  v»7ould  have  been,  to  chufe  the  beft  Thiftles  in  a 
*^  Meadow.  The  Organs,  according  to  you,  being 
*'  the  only  Circumftance,  to  which  we  muft  af- 
''  cribe  the  amazing  Difparity  found  between  the' 
*'  Operations  of  the  Soul  of  Children,  and  the  Coii- 
*'  ceptions  of  that  of  Men  ;  you  oqght  not  to  won- 
*'  der,  that  the  fame  intelledtual  Being,  if  lodg'd  1 
*'  in  a  well  organized  human  Body,  fuch  as  that  1 
*'  of  Arljlotle^  fhould  make  a  Philofopher  ;  and 
''  produce  only  filly,  uniform  Adlions,  in  the  Body 
"  of  an  Afs,  which  perhaps  may  not  be  the  hun- 
"  dredth  Part  fo  well  organized  as  that  of  a  Child." 

T1.3  Inftant  thofe  Philofjphers,  who  declare  in^! 
Favour  of  material  Forms,  have  not  Recourfe  to  ; 
Revelation,  it  will  be  impoffible  for  them  to  {hew, 
that  it  is  neceflary,  in  order  to  explain  the  different 
Degrees  of  Underllanding  which  appear  between  the 
Soul  of  Brutes  ^aid  that  of  Men,  to  admit  a  Dif- 
ference in  their  EfTcnce.  Tiieir  Opponents  may 
always  objed  to  them  very  juftly,  that  this  Diffe- 
rence^ 
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rence  is  of  no  Signification,  fince  it  may  be  form'd 
folely  by  the  Organs.  Thus,  (o  far  from  being 
neceflary  according  to  their  Syftem,  for  the  Soul  of 
Brutes  to  be  a  Medium  Subilance  between  Matter 
and  Spirit,  as  certain  Philofophers  have  pretended, 
that  of  Men  may  be  material ;  fince  it  will  be  of 
the  fame  Kind  with  that  of  Brutes,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  Peripatetics,  is  no  more  than  a  materi- 
al Form. 

The  Difficulties  which  occur  in  thefe  different 
Hypothefes,  with  Refpe(5l  to  the  Soul  of  Brutes, 
have  given  Rife,  in  thefe  latter  Times,  to  an  Opi- 
nion that  is  fmgular  enough,  and  no  lefs  improbable 
than  the  reft,  and  as  liable  to  Objedions.  Accord- 
ing to  this  Opinion  Brutes  are  inform'd  with  an 
immaterial  and  intelle6tual  Principle.  It  is  not 
within  thefe  few  Years  that  Philofophers  firfl:  af- 
ferted,  that  Brutes  argue  with  as  much  Wifdomas 
Men.  Strata,  Parmenides,  Etnpedocles,  De?nocri- 
tus^  and  Jnaxagoras  have  taught,  that  they  were 
endued  with  Underftanding,  as  likewife  did  Philo 
and  Galen:  But  it  never  entered  into  the  Head  of 
any  of  thefe  Philofophers  to  fuppofe  them  animated 
with  a  fpiritual  Soul.  It  was  fcarce  poffible  for  them 
to  do  this,  as  they  looked  upon  tliat  of  Man  no 
otherwife  than  as  a  material  Subftance.  Some 
learned  Men  in  thefe  latter  Ages,  have  admitted  a 
fpiritual  Principle  in  Brutes.  In  Confirmation  of 
this  Opinion,  an  Author  has  very  lately  pubiifbed 
a  Book  in  which  are  a  great  Number  of  curious 
Obfcrvations  and  fmgular   ReflediQns  f.     Accord- 

f  //  is  entitled^  A  Philofophical  Effay  on  the  Soul  of 
Brutes,  containing  various  Rtfleilions  on  the  Nature  of 
Liberty,  on  that  of  our  Senfations,  on  the  Union  of  x\\q 
Soul  and  Body,  and  on  the  Immortality  of  the  former. 
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ing  to  this  Writer,    the  Soul  of  Brutes  is  an  imma" 

terial  afid  intelligent  Suhjiance An  aSiivi 

Principle  endued  with  Senfations,  and  with  them  on- 
ly.  The  human  Soul,  fays  he,  comprehends  in  itfelfy 
abJiraSled  from  its  ejfential  Activity,  two  Faculties 
which  furnijh  that  Activity  with  the  Matter  on 
which  it  exercifes  itfelf.  One  is,  the  Faculty  0/ form- 
ing clear  and  dijiinh  Ideas ; — the  other  is,  the  FacuU 

iy  of  feeling  or  perceiving. Which  Jlwuld  prevent 

our  fuppofing^' — a  Spirit  endued  luith  the  la/i  of  thefe 
two  ^laliiies,  without  having  the  former,  which 
Jhould  he  able  to  receive  none  but  indyiin^  Ideas,  or 
confufed  Conceptions.  As  this  Mind  zvould  be  con- 
fined to  much  narrower  Limits  than  the  hujiian  Soidy 
it  would  be  effentially  or  fpecifically  different  from  it. 

This  Syitem,  dear  Ifaac,  is  as  liable  as  the  reft 
to  fuch  Objedlions  as  are  unanlwerable.  For,  fup- 
pofing  it  might  fo  happen,  that  there  is  a  fpiritual 
Principle  endued  only  with  the  Faculty  of  Senfati- 
on,  this  would  not  refolve  a  thoufand  Difficulties 
which  occur  to  the  Mind.  How  is  it  pollible  for 
a  Subftance  of  a  fpiritual  Nature  to  perifh  or  be  de- 
flroyed  ?  Having  no  Parts,  it  confequently  is  not 
capable  of  being  divided.  'Tis  contrary  to  the  moft 
evident  Notions  to  fuppofe,  that  a  fpiritual  Being, 
in  order  for  it  to  be  fubfifted,  mufl  neceffarily  be 
lodged  in  a  natural  Body.  As  the  Mind  is  entirely 
diftin(£l  from  Matter,  it  cannot  receive  any  Injury 
from  the  various  Changes  which  happen  in  fuch 
Matter.  "  As  the  Soul,  jays  Mallebranche  *,  is 
*'  a  fpiritual  Sublknce,  it  muft  be  immortal  ;  it 
"  not  being  pofTible  for  us  to  conceive,  that  a  Sub- 
*'  fcance  can  be  annihilated.  To  conceive  the  Pof- 
*'  fibility  of  this,  we  muft  have  Recourfe  to  a 
*«  moft  extraordinary  Power  of  God."     To  this, 

*  Recherche  de  la  Verite,  Lib,  IV,  Chap,  VIIL  ?age 
428. 

dear 
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dear  Ifaac^  I  know  the  following  Anfwer  may  be 
niiide,  that  a  greater  Power  is  not  required  to  cre- 
ate, than  to  annihilate  a  Subilance  ;  and  that  if 
God,  when  he  informed  Brutes  with  a  Ipiritual  Soul, 
refolved  that  it  fhould  be  deilroyed  by  Death,  it  will 
be  deftroyed.  But  this  does  not  prove  that  Beafts 
are  informed  with  a  fpirituai  Principle:  All  that  can 
be  inferred  from  it  is  this,  that,  if  there  really  was 
fuch  a  Principle  in  Brutes,  God  is  able  to  annihi- 
late it.  Neverthelefs,  as  he  always  a6ls  by  Methods 
that  {hew  the  utmofl  Simplicity  ,  and  that  the  Syf- 
tem  which  fuppofes  the  Soul  of  Brutes  to  be  mate- 
rial, is  much  better  fuited  to  the  Ideas  we  entertaia 
of  the  Order  of  Subftances,  both  material  and  fpi- 
rituai, than  that  which  fuppofes  it  to  be  incorporeal; 
we  muft  take  it  for  granted  that  he  created  it  mate- 
rial. P'or  why  fliouid  we  fuppofe  a  fpirituai  Prin- 
ciple in  Animals,  when  all  theFundions  weafcribe 
to  them  may  be  performed  by  a  material  Principle  ? 
Farther,  we  cannot  conceive  how  a  Thing  which 
is  fpirituai  fhould  be  deprived  of  the  Faculty  of 
forming  diftindt  Ideas.  This  is  repugnant  to  the 
juft  Notions  we  have  concerning  the  EfTence  of  the 
Mind.  Thought  is  a  Property  of  a  fpirituai  Thing,, 
as  Extent  is  of  Matter.  As  therefore  there  cannot 
be  a  material  Being  without  Extent,  neither  caa 
there  be  a  fpirit'jal  one  deprived  of  Perception,. 
When  certain  Philofophers  are  for  fuppofing  fuch  an 
incorporeal  Subftance,  as  is  capable  of  forming  onlv" 
indijlind  Ideas^  they  require  us  to  admit  of  a  Sub- 
llance  or  Matter,  which  has  Extent  but  no  Depth. 
But  Suppoiuions  of  this  Kind  will  give  a  San^Siioii 
to  the  grofieft  Errors.  After  having  admitted  fucli 
a  fpirituai  Principle  in  Brutes,  as  lliould  never  have 
any  Ideas  but  thofc  of  the  moft  confufed  Nature*, 
might  not  another  Kind  of  Principle  be  admitted, 
indued  only  with  Senfations  \  The  various  Efiences 
Vol.  V.  F  of 
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of  the  Mind  would  be  multiplied  in  infiniiu?n  ;  and 
if  we  admit  two  Sorts  of  Spirituality,  we  may  ad- 
mit thirty.  But  thefe  Notions  are  not  only  repug- 
nant to  found  Philofophy,  but  alfo  to  the  moft  fim- 
ple  Knowledge. 

If  we  are  for  fuppofing  a  fpiritual  Principle  in 
Brutes,  this  Principle  muft  necelFarily  be  the  fame 
with  that  in  Man  ;  it  muft  have  the  fameEfTence; 
and  the  Difference  we  perceive  in  its  Operations, . 
muft  arife  only  from  the  various  Strudure  of  the 
Organs.  But  what  a  Dilemma  will  this  plunge  us 
into  ?  We  either  muft  fuppofe  the  Souls  of  Brutes  to 
be  immortal,  or  aflert  that  thofe  of  Men  are  not. 
If  it  is  replied,  that  they  are  equally  fo,  it  then 
will  be  asked,  what  becomes  of  the  Soul  of  Brutes 
after  their  Body  is  deftroyed  ?  Will  there  be  a  Pa- 
radife,  a  Purgatory,  a  Hell,  allotted  for  them  ? 
No  Man  has  yet  been  fo  filly  as  to  maintain  fuch 
an  Opinion.  Will  they  pafs  into  other  Modifica- 
tions of  Matter  ?  In  this  Cafe  we  fhould  be  forced 
to  admit  of  Tranfmigration,  and  the  feveral  ridi- 
culous Abfurdities  that  refult  from  this  Syftem.  If, 
to  avoid  thefe  Difficulties,  we  aflert  that  they  will 
be  reduced  to  nought,  this  Annihilation  muft  fup- 
pofe that  of  the  Soul  of  Man,  fmce  it  is  of  the  fame 
Kftence  with  that  of  Brutes ;  that  there  are  not  two 
Sorts  of  Spirituality  ;  and  that  the  Suppofition  of 
one  being  Icfs  fpiritual  than  another,  implies  no  lefs 
a  Contradi(5\ion,  than  that  of  a  Subftance,  which, 
though  extended,  has  neither  Breadth  nor  Depth, 
But  the  Inftant  we  admit  the  Spirituality  of  the  hu- 
man Soul,  *t!S  not  only  repugnant  to  the  Opinion 
received  in  all  Pvcligions,  but  alfo  to  the  Light  of 
Reafon,  to  deprive  it  of  Immortality.  The  Argii- 
ments  brought  to  prove  the  Deftruclion  of  the  Soul, 
are  taken  from  its  being  fuppofed  to  be  material  in 
its  EiTeccej  and  its  Annihilation  is  only  the  total 

I  Diforder 
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Diforder  or  Diflblution  of  the  Parts  which  compo- 
fed  it.  But  the  Inftant  we  fuppofe  it  fpirituaJ,  this 
Diforder  cannot  be  admitted,  fince  whatever  is  in* 
corporeal  cannot  be  divided. 

It  is  impofTible  to  conceive,  how  a  fpiritual  Sub- 
ftance  fhould  not  fubfill  but  in  Confequence  of  the 
Exigence  of  a  corporeal  Subftance.  As  the  EfTcnce 
of  both  thefe  Subftances  is  perfe<£lly  diftindl,  the 
Deftru6^ion  of  the  one  muii  not  caufe  the  De- 
itru6i:ion  of  the  other.  Father  Mallebranche  is  in 
the  right  to  fuppofe,  that,  to  effe6l  this,  an  extra- 
ordinary Power  of  the  Deity  would  intervene  ;  but 
his  Argument  is  of  no  Force  againfl  fuch  as  fuppofe 
the  Soul  to  be  material  ;  becaufc  God  having  per- 
mitted certain  Particles  of  Matter  to  be  endued  witii 
Thought,  fo  long  as  they  fliail  have  a  particular 
Modification-,  when  t!icfe  Atoms  fhall  difunite,  and 
ccafe  to  form  that  Modification,  they  may  be  natu- 
rally funpofed  to  lofe  their  Faculties,  merely  by  our 
having  Recourfe  to  the  general  Order  of  Things, 
and  their  firft  Creation. 

U  we  allow  the  intelle^lual  Principle  of  Brutes 
to  be  fpiritual,  indivifible,  and  not  tofufu^r  any  In- 
jury from  the  Impulfes  of  Matter,  we  then  muft 
be  forced,  to  prevent  our  being  obliged  to  own  that 
it  is  immortal  as  well  as  that  of  Men,  to  have  Re- 
courfe to  an  extraordinary  Opinion  ;  and  afiert,  that 
God  creates  and  annihitates,  every  Inftant,  Mil- 
1  ions  of  Subftancesof  the  fccond  Clafs  of  Spirituality. 
Ca?inot  God^  will  it  be  faid,  ejfeSi  this  if  he  pleafes  f 
I  grant  that  he  is  able  to  do  it  ;  but  'tis  abfurd  to 
lay  down  a  Syftcm,  whofe  only  Proof  is  an  extra- 
ordinary Power  of  the  Deity  ;  and  to  adopt  an  O- 
pinion  that  ciafhes  with  the  Notion  we  eritertain  of 
the  ElTcnce  of  Spirituality,  and  admits  of  Princi- 
ples an  hundred  Times  more  puzzling  than  thofe  at- 
tempted to  be  deftroyed.  For,  abftrading  from  the 
F  2  Diffi- 


7he  Jewish  Spy.     Let.  isyz,     I 
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DiiHcuhies  which  arife  from  the  very  Nature  of  the 
Syftem,  how  many  occur  in  the  Opinion  which 
admits  the  Spirituality  of  the  human  Soul  ?  With 
what  Doubts  fhoukl  we  not  fometimes  be  perplexed, 
-if  Revelation  and  the  facred  Writings  did  not  afllire 
us  of  it?  Can  we  eafily  comprehend,  how  it  is  pof- 
fible  for  a  Being  that  has  no  Extent,  to  a6l  upon 
•Extenlion  ?  and  how,  on  the  other  hand,  can  an 
extended  Sublhnce  a6t  upon  a  Thing  which  has  no 
Parts?  Is  it  not  as  eafy  to  conceive,  that  God,  by 
his  almighty  Power,  may  beflow  an  Underlbnd- 
ing  on  certain  Atoms  ?  Thefe  Subjects,  Friend /- 
faac^  may  afford  Matter  for  eternal  Contefts. 

Enjoy  thy  Health  ;  and,  without  once  diilurbing 
thyfelf  with  any  of  thefe  QuefUons,  live  contented 
and  happy. 

London,  the 


LETTER     CLXXII. 

Aaron  IVIonceca  to  Isaac  Onis,   a  Cara- 
ite,    formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conftancinople. 

'np  Here  are  in  England,  dear  Ifaac,  two  famous 
-^  Univerfities,  the  one  at  Oxford,  and  the  other 
at  Cambridge.  The  Arijhtelian  Philofophy  is  en- 
tirely baniihed  from  both  ;  and  the  Profeilbrs  read 
there,  and  explain  to  the  Pupils,  the  Works  of  the 
fage  Locke,  and  of  the  learned  Sir  Ifaac  Newton, 
Thefe  illuftrious  Men  now  take  the  Place  of  Jrif- 
tctle^  and  his  mod  famous  Commentators  ;  the  Eng- 
lijh  having  entirely  fhaken  off  the  Yoke  of  the  fcho- 
laftic  and  peripatetic  Philofophers.  They  difen- 
gaged  themfelves  much  eafier  from  their  Prejudices, 

than 
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than  mofl:  of  their  Neighbours,  who  endeavoured*^ 
during  foine  Time,  10  maintain  the  Do<Slrines  o^ 
Arifiotle^  by  tlic  Aid  of  the  Magiftrates,  and  the 
Authority  of  the  Prince. 

Nothing  can  more  firongly  evince  the  great 
Lengths  to  which  Prejudices  may  be  carried,  than 
the  Difputes  raifed  in  the  laft  Century,  in  favour  of 
the  Peripatetic  Philofophy.  The  Nazareen  Priefts 
would  have  had  it  confidered  with  as  much  Reve- 
rence, as  the  fundamental  Articles  of  their  Religion. 
Neverthelefs,  thefc  verv  Works  of  Arijhtle  which 
they  prote£l,  were  formerly  fentenced  to  the  Fhimes 
by  an  Aflembiy  of  N(2zaycen  Pontiffs*;  and  the 
Credit  of  the  Greek  Philofopher  has,  at  different 
Times,  been  fubjetft  to  the  mofl  fatal  Reverfes  of 
Fortune.  A  Nazareen  Friar  f,  whofe  predomi- 
nant PalTion  was  to  be  thought  a  Prophet,  exclaim- 
ed aloud,  in  the  twelfth  Century,  againfl:  Ar'ifto- 
tic's  Metaphyfics.  He  v/rote  circular  Letters  to 
feveral  Prelates,  (exhorting  them  to  unite  their  Zeal 
to  his)  to  prevent^  as  he  fa  id,  the  Evils  ivhich  might 
accrue  frcm  Opinions  of  the  moji  dangerous  Tenden^ 
cy.  But  all  his  Endeavours  were  fiuitlefs.  The 
Peripatetic  Se(51:  fwallowed  up  all  the  reft,  and  reign- 
ed as  Qiieen  in  all  the  Schools.  And  now  the  Com- 
mentators on  Arijhtle  advanced  the  moft  ridiculous 
and  chimerical  Opinions.  They  made  Chain?, 
which  fi^rved  to  no  other  Purpofe  but  to  enfnare 
the  Minds  of  Men,  and  keep  them  under  the  fe- 
vere  Captivity  of  Prejudices.  Even  tlie  Mahorn. 
medans  Teemed  to  vie  with  the  Nazareens  in  be- 
ftowing  the  mofl  extravagant  Encomiums,  upon  it; 
and  a  Perfon  was  no  longer  permitted  to  examine 
(whatfoever  Religion  he  m'ght  profefs)  whether  a 
Man    who  had,    as   others,    bu^a  Soul  and  Body, 

*  A  Council  held  in  France  under  Philip  Aiigullus. 
\  St.  Bernard. 

F   3  could 
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could  be  miftaken.  The  Muftis  and  Interpreters 
of  the  Koran  wrefted  Mahommed^s  Works,  to  make 
Thejn  fquare  with  thofe  of  Arijiotle:  And  the  Fri- 
ers took  no  leis  Pains,  to  ri^concile  the  Dcftrine  of 
the  LyciEum  with  that  of  the  firft  Nazareen  Doc- 
tors, A  French  Author  *,  Friend  Ijaac^  informs 
me,  that  Averroes  ufed  to  fay,  *'  That  Nature  was 
'*  not  entirely  completed  till  Arijiotle  came  into  the 
*'  World  :  That  fhe  received  in  him  the  finifhing 
*'  Stroke,  and  the  Perfection  of  her  Being  ;  that 
**  (he  cannot  go  farther;  that  this  is  the  utmoft 
*'  Exeition  of  her  Strength,  and  the  Limits  of  the 
"  i^uman  Underftanding." 

This  Elogium,  how  extravagant  foever,  is  far 
Jefs  fo  than  the  Thefes  maintained  by  the  Divines 
of  Colen,  They  pretended  that  Ar'iftoile  was  the 
Fore-runner  of  the  Mejjlah^  whom  the  Nazareens 
imagine  to  be  already  come,  and  whom  we  exptcSt 
as  our  Deliverer.  It  muft  be  confeiTed,  dear  Jfaac^ 
that  fo  whimfical  a  Suppofition  afFords  the  Faithful 
among  the  Jfraelites  a  fine  Subjeft  for  Ridicule  ;  and 
fince  our  Enemies  have  found  out  the  Secret  to  ap- 
ply,  to  a  heathen  Philofopher,  all  the  Qualities  and 
Prophefies  which  relate  to  the  Fore-runner  of  the 
Mejjiah ',  they  may  eafily  difcover,  in  the  PafTages 
of  the  Scripture,  any  Thing  they  may  take  it  into 
their  Heads  to  juflify,  by  virtue  of  the  fame  Autho- 
rity. Thou  wilt  poffibly  imagine  that  I  banter, 
when  I  affure  thee,  that  fome  Nazarsen  Divines 
have  been  fo  filly  as  to  transform  a  Philofopher,  who 
was  ftrongly  fufpefled  to  be  an  Atheift,  into  a  Fore- 
runner of  the  Deity  ;  but  here  follow  Agrippa's 
Words:  *'  The  Divines  of  Coien  have  writ  a  Book 
**  to  prove  the  Probability  of  AriJiotWs  Salvation ; 
«'  and  they  did  not  fcrupie  to  advance  that  he  had 

•  Naude,  Apologie  pour  les  grands  Hommes  faufle- 
xnent  accufez  de  Magic. 

"  been 
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"  been  the  Fore-runner  of  the  MeJJiah,  with  re- 
*'  fyt6k  to  the  Myfieries  of  Nature,  as  St.  John 
*'  Baptijl  had  been  with  regard  to  the  Myfieries  of 
"   Grace*." 

Are  we  to  wonder,  after  this,  dear  Ifaac^  tliat 
certain  Pontiffs  fhould  have  confidered  this  Greek 
Philofophcr  as  one  oF  the  chief  Apoftlesof  the  A^rt- 
zareen  Religion,  whofe  Works  had  furnifhed  a  Sub- 
je(5l  for  feveral  Articles  of  Faith.  However,  they 
{hew  a  Sincerity  in  this  ;  and  how  abfurd  foever  it 
may  be  in  Men,  to  have  a6led  in  fo  injudicious  a 
Manner,  'tis  plain  that  Jriftotle  has  frequently  been 
ranked  among  the  Fathers  of  i\\Q  Nazarcen  Church. 
Father  Paul  fivi^  this  very  pleafantly,  and  fliews  ad- 
mirably well  the  Ridicule  of  fuch  an  Opinion  f. 

If  we  may  give  Credit  to  a  Jefuit,  fonie  Naza- 
rcens  did  not  proceed  barely  to  Veneration,  but  paid 
divine  Honours  to  Arljlotle  ;  and  put  the  Categories 
of  this  Philofopher  into  the  Hands  of  their  Children, 
by  way  of  Catechifm.  How  dangerous  foever  fo 
flrong  an  Inltanceof  the  extravagant  PrepoffciTion, 
entertained  in  favour  of  the  Peripatetic  Philofophy, 
might  appear  \    it  neverthelefs  has  been  adopted  by 

*  Di^mjpmus  profeSio  hodie  Latinorum  Gymnnftoriun  Doc- 
tor. ^  quern  Colonienfes  niei  Theologi  etiam  Di-ois  adnutne- 
rarcnt,  Lihruwque  fr.b  Pr<^lo  evulgatum  ederent^  cuiT^itu- 
linn  fiicerent  de  Salute  Ariiiotelis,  fed  ^  aliurn  Verfu  l^ 
Metro  de  Vita  &  Morte  Ariftotelis,  qiietn  Theohgicd  hifu- 
per  GloJJa  illufirarunt^  in  cujus  calie  conclndunt  Arifotnlem 
fic fuijfe  Chrijli  Pr^ciirforcm  in  Naturo.libus^  quemadmo- 
dum  Joannes  Bc:ptijla  in  Gratuitis.  Agrippa  de  Vanitate 
Scientiar.   Chap.  liv.  pagec)^. 

-f-  In  che  hwce-ua  una  gran  Parte  Arijlotle  coIPhwuer  di- 
jlinto  ejfatt anient e  tuttiGetieri  di  C'.:ufe^  a  cui  fe  egll  non  fe 
JjJJe  adoperato^  noi  mancaremo  di  7nolti  Articoli  di  Fede. 
fra-Paolo,  Hiilor.  del  Conciho  Tridentino,  Lib.  ii. 
page  234. 

F  4  the 
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the  Ignat'ian  Society  ;  and  'tis  they,  in  this  Age, 
who  fupport  and  protecft  it,  againft  the  violent  At- 
tacks it  daily  meets  with.  The  Jefuits,  indeed, 
have  not  fct  up  any  Images  of  Arijiotle  in  their 
Churches;  but  then,  it  would  be  a  great  Pleafure 
to  them  to  inftal  him  in  the  Number  of  the  Fathers 
of  the  Church  ;  and  to  put  him  in  the  room  of  St. 
JuJ^iriy  whcfe  Writings  have  long  been  under  their 
Diipleafure.  One  would  even  conclude,  that  they 
had  been  labouring,  thefe  many  Years,  to  bring 
that  Project  about.  Their  firft  Attempt,  in  order 
to  prevent  certain  Tempers,  who  eafily  take  Fire, 
from  giving  the  Alarm,  was,  to  fuppofe  the  Dam- 
ration  of  Ar'iftotle  to  be  a  Matter  altogether  doubt- 
ful. But  afterwards  they  went  a  little  farther,  and 
approved  of  thofe  who  believe,  that  'tis  probable  A- 
rijhtle  was  received  into  the  Regions  of  Glory  and 
Felicity  *.  Thus  far  Matters  went  on  very  fmooth- 
ly:  But,  unhappily  for  the  Society,  the  Face  of 
Things  changed  on  a  fudden  ;  and  that  Bondage, 
which  hood-winked  Mankind  has  been  partly  taken 
off,  by  fome  illuftrious  Literati  in  thefe  later  Ages. 
This  obliged  them  to  lay  afide  entirely  the  Canoni- 
zation of  Arijtotle  \  and  all  they  have  been  able  to 
do  was,  to  aflert  the  Juftnefs  of  his  Opinions ; 
to  raife  the  Peripatetic  Philofophy  to  the  Skies, 
and  leave  the  Author  of  it  in  the  infernal  Regions. 

Notwithftanding  all  the  Endeavours  which  the 
Divines  ufed,  to  Hop  the  Progrefs  of  the  new  Phi- 
jofophy,  yet,  as  its  Glory  increafed  daily,  the  ^or- 
bonne  thought  of  a  whimfical  Expedient,  above  an 
hundred  Years  fince,  to  check  its  Courfc.  They 
addrelled  the  Parliament  of  Paris  \  and,  upon  their 

*  Gretferusde  variiscoEl.  Luth.  Cup,  xiii.  Sec  the  Y. 
Part,  or  a  Letter  in  the  Memcires  de  la  R»pablique  des 
Lettres. 

Remon- 
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Remonftrances,  an  Arret  came  out  againft  the 
Chemifts,  the  Purport  whereof  was,  "  That  who- 
"  foever  attacked  the  Opinions  of  Ariftotle  attack- 
"  ed  at  the  fame  Time  the  School  Divinity  revi- 
*'  ved  in  the  Church*."  What  an  excellent  De- 
cifion,  dear  Ifaac^  was  this  !  Methinks  it  would  be 
equally  judicious  to  alTerc,  that  no  Frenchman^  of 
what  Rank  or  Condition  foever,  ought  to  make  ufe 
of  his  Reafon  ;  it  not  being  juft  that  any  particular 
Perfon  fhould  be  in  his  Senfes,  fince  all  the  School- 
men are  Fools.  7\his  ridiculous  Arret  or  Decree, 
the  Refultof  Ignorance  and  Prejudice,  was  vet  far 
from  bein^  the  moft  violent  one  palTed  in  France^ 
in  Oppofiticn  to  the  Dilates  of  good  Senfe.  A- 
mong  a  great  Number  of  others,  here  follows  one, 
tliat  will  always  be  confidered  as  very  fingular  by 
Poiterity.  "  Jn  the  Year  One  thoufand  fix  hun- 
"  dred  and  twenty-fix,  the  Parliament  of  Par'n 
*^  banifhed  out  of  their  Jurifdiction  three  Men, 
who  were  for  allerting,  publickly,  feveral  The- 
fes  in  Oppofition  toArijUtU^  Doctrine:  And  for- 
bid all  Pcrfons  to  publiih,  fell  or  diftribute  the 
Proportions  contained  in  thofe  Thefes,  upon  Pain 
of  corporal  Puniihment ;  and  to  teach  or  incul- 
''  cate  any  Maxims  that  clafhed  with  fuch  anci- 
ent Authors  as  were  approved,  upon  Pain  of 
''  Death  f."  After  fuch  an  Arret,  what  may  we 
not  expedt,  dear  Ifaac^  from  the  Prejudices  of 
Mankind  ?  Had  not  a  famous  Poet  of  the  prefent 
Age  reafon  to  fay,  "  That  whofoever  diflents  ever 
*'  fo  little  from  the  Opinions  of  the  Ancients,  is 
*'  thought  to  be  guilty  ot  a  moil  horrid  Attempt  ; 
"  and  ftirs  up,  againft  an  incomlderate  Modern,. 
*'  all  that  idolatrous  Region,  where  nothing  is 
*   i^apin,      Coniparaifon    de   Platon    k   d'  AriHote, 

-fiMercure  Franjois,  T^o-ne  x.  page  5O4. 

F  5  "  wanting. 
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*'  wanting,  m  the  Wor{hip  there  paid  to  the  An- 
"  cients,  but  Priefts  and  VI6limst?  Is  it  not 
whimfical  enough,  to  fee  the  Members  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Paris  fet  themfclves  up  as  Inquifitors  in 
behalf  of  y^r//?^//^  ;  and  favour  his  Opinions  as  much 
as  the  Dominicans  in  Spain  do  thofe  of  Thomas  A- 
quinas?  When  we  are  told,  that  the  chief  Tribunal 
of  a  mighty  Kingdom  fentenced  to  Death  any  Per- 
fon,  who  fhould  prefume  to  point  out  one  fingle 
Error  in  the  ancient  Authors  j  can  it  be  thought 
firange,  that  the  ^urks  fhould  employ  the  Scimiter 
and  Gun  to  fpread  their  Religion,  and  increafe  the 
Votaries  of  the  Koran?  The  illuftrious  Sir  Francis 
Bacon^  who  firft  dared,  a  mid  ft  the  Gloom  of  the 
School-Philofophy,  to  endeavour  to  light  himfelf 
with  the  Torch  held  out  by  Truth,  was  perfui^ded 
of  the  Conformity  found  between  the  Arijloteliam 
and  Peripatetics.  He  was  of  Opinion  that  both  had 
equally  eftabllfhed  their  Do(5^rincs  by  Force  and  Pre- 
judice *. 

Thou  very  poflibly,  worthy  7/^^r,  mayfthavca 
Curiofity  to  know,  what  could  have  inclined  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Divines,  efpecially  the  School- 
men, to  adhere  fo  ftrongly  to  Arijiotle.     And  as  the 

•f  Crebillon,  Preface  to  his  Tragedy  p/'Eleclra. 

*  S^uod  c:d  Ph-cita  antiquorum  Pliiloibphorum  quaVtu 
ftieriint  Pythagorae,    Philolai,  XenophaniG,  Anaxagorjc, 
Parmenidis,   Leucippi,  Df  mocriti,  C5°  aliorum,  (qua  Ho- 
mines contempium  percurrer&folent,)  non  abs  re  fuerit  pauh 
modejiius  in  ea  Oculos,     conjtcere.      Etji  enim  Ari/Ioteles, 
More  Ott  Oman  nor  iim^  rsgnarefe  hi'.ud  tuto  pojje,  ntfiFro.trcs 
fuos   omnes   contrucidajfet,    ta?nen  iis,  qui  non  Regnwn  aut 
Magijierium,  fedVarietatis  Inquijitionem  o.tqiie  liluJlratiO' 
..  nem fibi pro-'^o/iunty  7ion  foteji  non  i!ideri  Res  utilis,  dvver- 
fas  Di'verforum,  circa  Rerum  Nature  ?n,   Opiniones  fub  una 
JfpeSiu  ii.'tueri.    Bacon,  de  Augmentis  Scientiar.,Z/^.  iii. 
^age  88.    coLz,  Edit.   Lipf,  Joban,  Jujii  Erythropili. 

Obfti- 
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Obflimcy  of  his  Followers  ftill  continues,  though 
Truth  has  pierced  through  the  Cloud  that  concealed 
it,  thou  wilt  not  be  difpleafed  at  my  acquainting 
thee  with  fome  of  the  chief  Reafons  that  give  fuch 
great  Vogue  to  the  Peripatetic  Philofophy,  and  en- 
dears it  fo  much  to  the  Jefuits.  The  chief  Dodors 
among  the  Proteftants  enveighed  very  ftrongly  a- 
gainft  the  Authority  Arijlotle  had  acquired :  They 
charged  him  with  holding  part  of  the  erroneous  O- 
pinions  they  oppofed  ;  and  complained,  that  IVicn 
fufFered  themfelves  to  be  prejudiced  by  vain  Subtle- 
ties, which  fervcd  to  no  other  Purpofe  than  to  mif- 
lead  the  human  Mind,  and  prevent  its  getting  Sight 
of  Truth.  This  Circumftance  was  fufficient  to 
make  the  School- Philofophy  facred  to  all  their  Ad- 
verfaries,  who  give  out,  that  the  only  Reafon  why 
they  attacked  Ari /I otle  w^is^  becaufe  his  Works  fur- 
nifhed  fuch  Arguments  as  proved  the  Errors  of  the 
Proteftants,  and  filenced  them  at  once.  This  O- 
pinion  has  prevailed  ever  iince,  and  in  all  Probabi- 
lity Hatred  will  perpetuate  it ;  fmce  in  the  late  Age, 
fpite  of  the  learned  Difcoveries  of  Des  Cartes^  Gaf- 
Jendi^  Locke^  Newton^  and  other  immortal  Geni- 
us's, this  has  not  been  able  to  prevent  certain  Per- 
fons,  who  had  acquired  the  Reputation  of  Wirs» 
from  publifhing  Heaps  of  Impertinence.  Among 
the  Writers  hinted  at,  we  may,  nay  we  ought  to- 
give  a  diftinguifhed  Place  to  Father  Raping  who 
under  the  Title  of  Reflections  on  Philofophy^  pub- 
hfhed  one  of  the  mofi:  abfurJ  Books  ever  written 
en  philofophical  Subjefts.  This  fmiple  Man  thought, 
proper,  in  the  Work  in  queftion,  to  out-do  his  ufu- 
al  Out-doings  ;  and  to  advance  a  great  many  filh' 
Particulars,  ftill  more  trifling  than  thofe  afferted  by 
him  in  another  Place,  wherein,  after  beftowing 
the  moft  extravagant  Encomiums  upon  the  molt 
wretched  Poet  among  the  French^  he  quotes,  as  an 
F  6  Example 
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Example  of  the  Sublime,   one  of  the  worft  PaiTagcs 
in  the  Poet  in  queftion. 

The  extravagant  Encomium?,  Friend //^^r,  that 
have  been  beftowcd  on  the  Scholaftic  and  Peripatetic 
Philofophy,  make  it  ftill  more  contemptible  in  the 
Eyes  ot  fuch  exalted  Genius's,  as  make  ufeof  their 
Knowledge  and  Underftanding,  and  judge  of  all 
Things  without  Partiality.  For,  if  the  feveral  Di- 
vines who  afiert  this  Philofophy,  would  content 
themfclves  only  with  faying,  that  Ar'iftotle  was  Ma- 
imer of  a  great  Genius ;  this  Truth,  which  is  allow- 
ed by  Perfons  of  true  Learning,  would  be  granted 
them.  And  indeed  this  Greek  Philofopher  exami- 
ned  certain  Qiiellions  with  the  utmoft  Clearnefs  and 
Accuracy,  and  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  proved  him  a 
great  Mafter,  There  are  excellent  Things  in  his 
Poeticks  and  his  Rhetoric.  But  there  are  very  great 
Faults  in  his  Philofophy  in  general  ;  but  v.'hen  a 
Perfon  will  adopt  the  feveral  Errors  of  it,  and  en- 
deavour to  pafs  them  off  as  ufeful  and  necelTary 
Truths,  the  People  in  queftion  make  others  approve 
of  the  Reproaches  which  have  been  caft  upon  it, 
and  they  cannot  forbear  crying  out  with  a  German 
Divine :  Ought  zve  to  give  the  Name  of  Philofophy  to 
a  Rhapfcdy  of  Precepts^  which  teach  us  only  to  argue 
lifter  a  random  manner^  and  ivithout  the  leaj}  Knoiv- 
iedge  of  the  Matters  we  are  fpeaking  upon  j  Precepts, 
which  teach  us  only  to  pronounte^"  in  a  very  emphatic 
Tone  of  Voice,  the  Words  Vacuum,  Place,  Time, 
Motion  and  Infinite;  which  are  of  no  ufe  \  and 
only  give  rife  to  Difputes^  that  make  Perfons  lefs 
knowing  than  they  were  before  *. 

We 

*  'Nan  tnihi perfiiadelitis,  inquit  Lutherus,  PLilc-fophiam 
effe  Garrulitatem  illam  de  iVIateria,  Motu,  Infiqito,  Loco, 
Vacuo,  Tempore,  qu^e  fere  in  Ariflotele  fola  dfcimus : 
tcjia^  qua  nee  IntelleSlum^  riec  Jffeclum,  nee  communes  Ho- 

minum 
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We  are  forced,  dear  Ifaac^  to  aiTent  to  the 
Truth  advanced  in  the  above  Remarks.  All  the 
Complaints  and  Elogiums  of  feather  Rapin  meet 
with  almoft  as  fev^  Parti  fans  among  Perfons  of  good 
Senfe,  as  the  Memoirs  cf  Trevoux  do  Readers 
among  thofe  of  Tafte,  who  are  Lovers  of  Truth. 
'Tis  to  no  Purpofe  for  this  Jefuit  to  afTert,  that  no- 
thing did  inore  Honour  to  the  Do^rine  of  Ariftotle, 
that  noble  Philofopher^  than  the  Jloarp  hive^ives  of 
Luther,  ivIelancSthon,  Buccr,  dfrV.  f  *'  Do  not 
"  waf!e  your  Spirits,  may  it  be  faid  to  him,  in  in- 
*'  veighing  agaitift  thofe  Divines.  We  will  allow, 
*'  if  you  wilt,  that  they  are  miilaken  in  the  Opi- 
*'  nions  whicli  relate  to  controverfial  Difputes  ; 
but  as,  in  thofe  Things  relating  to  the  Peripatetic 
Philofophy,  t.he  Council  of  Trent  did  not  pro- 
nounce that  JriJhtle'w2iS  infallible,  you  will  per- 
mit us  to  condemn  his  Errors,  and  not  approve 
them,  only  becaufe  your  Adverfaries  condemn 
them  ;  though  you  fhoulJ  declare  us  to  be  Here- 
tics, or,  which  i^  ftill  vvorfe,  'Janfenijis.  Good 
Senfe,  Reaf^jn,  and  the  Light  oF  Nature,  una- 
nimouily  confpire  to  make  us  have  a  ftrong  De- 
fire  to  get  acquainted  v/ith  the  modern  Difcove- 
"  ries,  for  which  we  are  obliged  to  the  Piiilofo- 
*'  phersof  tlie  late  and  prefent  Age.  You  may,  if 
"  you  pleafe,  continue  to  amuf-^  youritlf  with  the 
"  Chimeras  of  the  Schoolmen  ;,  may  liil  your  Mind 
"   with  fubjiantial  Forms^    Beings  cf  Reafon^   and 

viinum  Mores y  quidquam  ju^ent  tantiim  Contentionihus  /f- 
rendis  feininardifque  idonea .  ^odfi  muximc  quid  nJu  lerent^ 
tot  t amen  Opiriiomhus  cQiifufi  f^iitt^  tit,  qc:o  quis  ceriius  a- 
liqicod  fcqiJ propofhsritf  hoc  incertiusferatur,  ^  feroda?neny 
cuvi  Proteo  ftbifuijje  hegoHuM^  poiniteflt.  Gjetferl  Inuu- 
gurat.  Do£lQr.''/^^^41.        -     •      ■ 

f  Rapin,    Comparaiibn  de  Platon  &  d'Ariftote,  page 
142. 

I  due- 
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''  Categories  ;  and  may  invent  a  barbarous  Set  of 
*'  Terms,  which  throw  the  deepeft  Gloom  and 
*'  Confufion  over  thofe  Matters,  in  which  fome 
"  Glimmerings  of  Light  remained  ;  but  we  {hall 
''  be  far  from  imitating  your  Example.  On  the 
''  contrary,  we  will  endeavour  to  ftrikeinto  a  Path 
''  quite  oppofite  to  yours  ;  and  will  even  aflert,  that 
*'  a  Des  Cartes  and  Newton  have  done  as  much 
*'  Service  to  Mankind,  as  the  Schoolmen  have  done 
*'  Prejudice  to  them  ." 

It  were  to  be  wifhed,  Friend  Ifaac^  that  all  the 
Nazareens  would  addrefs  their  Divines  in  thefe  or 
fuch  like  Words.  They  poffibly  might  root  out 
all  their  Prejudices  ;  whereby  we  fhould  at  lafl:  fee 
good  3enfe  entirely  freed  from  the  Oppreflion  under 
which  it  has  fo  long  groaned. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  excellent  Ifaac  ;  and  be  thy 
Days  contented  and  propitious. 

London^    the  ...   . 


Jacob  Brito  to  Aaron  Monceca. 

T  N  my  lad  Letter,  dear  Monceca^  I  obferved  to 
•*■  thee  the  Conformity  which  is  fometimes  found 
in  Nations,  whofe  Manners  and  Cuftoms,  at  firft 
View,  feem  moft  different.  I  {hall  now  commu- 
nicate to  thee  another  Opinion,  which  appears  to 
me  no  lefs  probable  than  the  former.  I  am  of  O- 
pinion  that  we  may  compare,  in  many  Things, 
the  moft  vicious  Men,  not  to  thofe  of  the  moft  vir- 
pus  Condu(5i',  but  to  fuch  as  have  acquired  thre  moft 
exalted  Reputation.    This  is  a  manifeft  Proof  that 

tme 
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true  Merit  has  not  Iblely  determined,  with  regard 
to  the  Praifes  that  have  been  laviflied  on  many  Per- 
fons,  who  often,  though  born  for  the  Deilrud^ion 
of  Mankind,  had  yet  the  Title  of  Hero  beftowed 
'lipon  them.  It  will  be  to  no  purpofe  to  attempt  a 
Parallel  between  Socrates  and  Nero  :  But  if,  on  the 
contrary,  we  (hould  compare Mr^  with  fuch  Princes 
as  have  made  the  greateft  Figure  in  the  World ; 
and  who  are  confidered  as  the  mightieft  and  molt  il- 
luftrious  Monarchs,  it  will  appear  1  e  had  feveral 
bad  Qi^ialities  which  were  common  to  thofe  Princes, 
bur  did  not  (hine  forth  ;  or  that  did  not  incur  the 
Difpleafure  of  Mankind,  becaufe  they  were  com- 
penfated  by  a  confiderable  number  of  Virtues. 

Augujlus^  in  the  beginning  of  his  Reign,  com- 
mitted as  many  Murders  as  Nero  did,  at  the  clofe 
of  his.  Julius  Ccefar  and  Sylla  did  not  murther 
their  Mothers;  but  then  they  thruft  a  Dagger  into 
the  Heart  of  their  Country.  They  trampled  upon 
its  Liberties,  divefied  their  Fellow-Citizens  of  their 
PofTefTions,  and  butchered  great  Numbers  of  them. 
The  Battle  of  PharfaVia^  only,  was  more  fatal  to 
the  Romans  than  all  Nero's  Cruelties.  By  the  way, 
dear  Monceca^  'tis  not  only  among  heathen  Princes 
that  many  of  Nero's  Q^ialities  are  found  ;  all  the 
moft  illuftrious  Heroes  among  the  Nazareens  have 
had  feme  Things  in  common  with  the  molt  vicious 
Princes. 

Henry  IV,  the  Delight  of  A4ankind,  and  the 
Model  for  other  Sovereigns  to  copy  after  ;  a  Mo- 
narch born  to  form  the  Felicity  of  his  Subjects, 
was  fccretly  jealous  of  the  Glory  attained  bv  thofe 
Chiefs  who  fought  under  him.  He  would  even 
Ibmetimes  be  very  much  difpleafed  at  their  Succefs  ^ 
and  was  no  lefs  exafperated  at  the  Praifes  which 
were  beftowed  upon  them,  then  Tiberius  was  at 
thofe  which  fuch  PerRns  obtained,  as  diftinguifhed 

themfelves 
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themfelvcs  in  the  Admin iftration.  The  fole  Diffe- 
rence there  was  between  the  Jealoufy  of  thofe 
Princes  is,  the  former  poffefled  too  great  a  Fund 
of  Virtue,  to  let  it  appear  openly  ;  and  the  latter 
followed,  without  the  leaft  Reftraint,  the  cruri 
Divftates  which  it  infpired.  But  notwithftanding 
all  the  exalted  Qualities  pofTeiTed  by  Henry  IV.  yet 
his  Vanity  would  every  now  and  then  break  the 
Chain  with  which  he  attempted  to  bind  it.  This 
Prince  was  greatly  difpleafed  at  Marfhal  Bircn^ 
ior  expatiating  on  the  Vid^ories  he  had  gained. 
He  has  been  a  good  Officer,  would  the  K-ng  fay  ; 
but  then  he  ?nuji  own  that  I  faved  his  Life  three  times, 
1  refcued  him  from  the  Enemy  at  Fontaine- Fran- 
coife  ;  on  which  Occafton  he  was  fo  terribly  wounded y 
that  as  I  had  a^ted  the  Part  of  a  common  Soldier  in 
faving  him^  I  performed  the  Duties  of  a  Marjhal  in 
the  Retreat  \  he  declaring^  that  he  was  not  able  to  do 
any  thing  upon  that  Occafion. 

The  Author,  dear  Monceca,  from  whom  I  copi- 
ed this  Paflage,  gives  us  another  that  denotes  ftUl 
more  plainly  the  Jealoufy  Hcniy  IV.  entertained  a- 
gainft  tliis  Marflial  ;  and  which  would  make  one 
conjecture,  tliat  the  Danger  to  which  Henry  expo- 
fed  himfclf  in  faving  the  Maiftiai's  Life,  was  the- 
Effect  of  Vanity  rather  than  of  trueFrjendiliip.  "At 
"  the  Battle  of  Fontaine-Francoife^  fays  the  JVri- 
'*  ter  in  quejiion^  the  King  refcued  Marfhal  Bi?'on, 
'«  in  the  midft  of  the  Fuzilier-,  who  were  hring 
*''  upon  him.  One  of  his  Majiity's  Servants  faid 
"  to  him,  thai  he  expoied  himfelf  tou  much  to 
"  Danger,  in  thus  plunging  ihccr.fidcrately  into  the 
"  midit  of  the  Enemies.  Tuu  fay  true,  replied  the 
''  King;  butjhoutdlnotdoity  and  keep  back^  Mar- 
"  JImI  Biron  will glotj  in  this  fo  long  as  he  lines  *." 

*  Matthieu,  Hilton .  tie  iu  Paix,    Liz/r,  iv,  pr^ge  2  S6. 

True 
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True  Glory,  excellent  Monceca^  does  not  think  of 
what  thofe'Perfons  will  fay,  in  whofe  Favour  we 
a<a  ;  it  confults  itfelfonly  ;  and  performs  an  A6lion 
from  no  other  Motives  than  that  it  thinks  it  a 
Diity. 

Henry  IV.  is  not  the  only  Nazareen  Hero,  who 
had  certain  Tmperfe£lions  which  bear  a  perfe6l  Re- 
femblanceto  fome  of  thofe  of  Nero.  Lewis  XIV. 
that  great  Prince,  whom  his  very  Enemies  are 
forced  to  applaud  ;  who  was  always  extremely  ten- 
der of  his  Subjet^s  Lives  ;  and,  during  the  very 
long  Reign  he  enjoyed,  put  to  Death  but  one  Cri- 
minal of  Dillindion  f*  had  certain  Foibles  that 
bore  a  ftill  greater  Refemblance  than  thofe  of  Hen- 
ry IV.  to  the  Vices  of  the  Roman  Emperor.  He 
loved,  like  that  Monarch,  to  ihew  himfelf  in  pub- 
lic Diverfions ,  and  permitted  divine  Honours  to  be 
paid  him.  The  Romans  never  flattered  their  Em- 
perors more  than  the  French  did  their  Grand  Mo- 
narque.  One  cannot  read,  without  being  feized 
with  a  Surprize  mixed  with  Indignation,  the  Pro- 
logues of  the  Opera's  fung  in  Prefence  of  that 
Prince,  and  fo  often  repeated  before  the  whole 
World,  What  more  extravagant  Expreilions  could 
have  been  employed  by  the  Heathens,  when  they 
ranked  them  among  the  Gods,  than  thofe  which 
occur  fo  frequently   in  ^inaut's  Works  ?    He  is 

worlhy  of  Jltars.- His  Thunder  ftrikes  Terror^ 

even  at  the  Time  ivhen  he  is  lOiaSlive^   &c. 

I  am  fenfible,  dear  Monceca^  that  Lewis  XIV, 
merited  Applaufe  on  a  Variety  of  Accounts  :  But 
then  I  likewife  know,  that  he  Ihould  not  have  been 
equalled  to  the  Deity  ;  and  that  his  PafHon  for  Ap- 
plaufe  was  extreme.  A  Nobleman  of  his  Court  §, 
piefumed  to  tell  him  his  fmcere  Thoughts  with  re- 

•|-  The  Chevalier  de  Rohan, 

§  Diikt  de  Montaufier. 

gard 
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gard  to  (o  illaudable  a  Weaknefs  :  For  this  Prince, 
happening  to  ask  his  Opinion  about  a  jiew  Opera  : 
Sir^  rephed  the  Nobleman,  /  believe  your  Majefly 
deferves  the  Elogiums  bejiowed  upon  you  ;  but  Iivon" 
der  you  will  permit  thein  to  be  fung  by  a  Company  of 
Knaves  \  and  that  your  Subjc£ls  jhould  be  told  of  your 
Virtues  only  in  the  Temple  of  Fice  and  Debauchery^ 

You  perhaps,  worthy  Monceca^  will  fcarce  be 
able  to  believe  what  I  am  going  to  obferve,  and  yet 
it  is  Matter  of  Fa<5t  :  The  mifcrable  Prologues  in 
queftion,  interlarded  with  fuch  extravagant  and  il- 
laudable Encomiums,  mortified  very  juftly  Lewis 
XIV".  and  the  whole  French  Nation  afterwards. 
A  German  Prince  could  not  forbear  faying,  mali- 
cioufly  indeed,  to  a  French  Prifoner,  after  the  Bat- 
tle of  Hochjiet ;  Do  the  French^  Sir,  Jlill  continue  to 
write  Opera-Prologues  F 

Since  we  meet  in  Henry  IV.  and  Lewis  XIV. 
certain  Particulars  in  v^^hich  they  may  be  compared 
to  Tiberius  and  Nero,  whofe  only  Virtue  was  their 
Politics  ;  judge  whether  it  would  be  difficult  to 
difcover  In  all  Monarchs,  how  exalted  foever  their 
Fame  may  be,  certain  Imperfedions  found  in  the 
Characleri (licks  of  bad  Princes.  It  muft  be  con- 
fefTed,  that  the  Reputation  of  Philofophers  only  will 
ftand  the  fevereft  Tefts.  In  enquiring  into  Socra- 
tes's  Life,  if  we  perceive  that  this  great  Man  was 
not  entirely  free  from  Faults,  they  yet  will  be 
found  fo  inccnfiderable,  that  they  will  not  bear,  in 
any  manner,  a  Parallel  v/ith  thofe  of  Perfons  whofe 
Vices  have  aftonifhed  the  World.  The  more  I  ex- 
amine the  Character  of  Socrates,  Plato,  Epicurus^  " 
Epithet  us,  bV.  the  more  I  find  them  contrary,  e- 
ven  in  the  moft  minute  Particulars,  to  that  of  Ti>. 
berius  and   Nero. 

What  Glory,  excellent  Monceca,  does  this  dif- 
fufe  over  Philofophy  !  It  tears  up  even  the  moft  in- 

confiderable 
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confiderable  Roots  of  Guilt,  cleanfcs  the  Soul, 
and  renders  it  worthy  fo  noble  a  Gueft  as  Philofo- 
phy.  It  produces  what  neither  the  Love  of  Glory, 
Vanity,  nor  a  Thirft  of  Praife  can  aichieve.  la 
ftnCi  it  forms  perfev^  Heroes ;  whereas  the  Ambi- 
tion of  being  crteemed  by  Men  raifts  the  human 
Mind  only  to  a  certain  Point  j  but  does  not  en- 
tirely eradicate  its  Weaknefles.  This  Truth  may 
be  proved  in  a  very  fenfible  Manner.  To  be  con- 
vinced of  it,  we  need  but  reflect,  that  the  Love  of 
acquiring  a  mighty  Name,  formed  Henry  IIL 
Lewis  XIV.  JjAirta}7i  IIL  SixtusV.  andfuchlikej 
and  that  the  Study  of  Wifdom  produced  a  Sccratcsy 
Lockey   Gajjendiy  h\\ 

If  Mankind,  dear  Monceca^  knew  the  great 
Advantages  which  would  accrue  to  them,  in  cafe 
they  would  refletTt  ferioufly  and  regularly  on  their 
ConduiSl,  the  grcateft  Part  would  devote  themfelves 
to  Philofophy.  The  Love  of  Happinefs  and  Tran- 
quility, fo  natural  to  the  liuman  Mind,  would 
prompt  them  to  this  ;  and  whenever  they  refolved 
to  act  agreeably  to  the  Dilates  of  Prudence,  they 
would  eafily  gratify  all  their  Defires  ;  at  lealt  it 
would  not  be  difficult  for  them  to  find  out  which 
are  the  Faults  they  ought  to  avoid,  and  the  Virtues 
they  ought  to  prad^ife.  Nature  has  endued  all  Na- 
tions,  boiu  barbarous  foever^  with  the  Faculty  and 
Means  of  dijtinguifbing  what  is  honeft  and  ufeful^ 
from  what  is  ignominious  and  hurtful  *,  If  they  do 
not  make  ufe  of  this  Advantage,  and  feem  to  have 

*  j4t  qui  nos  Legem  honam  a  mala,  nulla  alhz  nifi  "Nature 
Norma ^  di-viihre poffumus.  Nee  folum  f us  i^  Injuria  a 
Natura  dijudicafur,  fed  omnino  Honejia  ac  Turpia.  Nam 
i^  comtnunis  InteHigentia  nobis  notas  Res  efficit,  eafque  in 
A}w::is  Jtojiris  inchoa^vit^  ut  in  Honejla  Firtute ponantur,  in 
VUlisTurpia,     Cicero  de  Legibus,  Lib.  \,  fol.  33  r. 

no 
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HO  Idea  of  it,  it  is  owing  to  their  Mind's  being 
clouded  by  Prejudices  and  Failions,  which  prevent 
ks  aftiig  with  Freedom.  We  meet  with  fome 
Footfteps  of  thefe  Ideas  of  Juftice  in  Perfons  of 
the  moft  cruel  Difp'^fitions,  and  brought  up  in  the 
moil  barbarous  Countries.  I  was  told  feveral  Par- 
ticulars, during  my  ftay  in  Tunis,  relating  to  a 
Bey  who  reigned  not  long  fmce  in  that  City.  This- 
Prince,  at  his  Acceilion  to  the  Throne,  Teemed  not 
pOilefled  of  one  fmgle  Virtue,  and  to  be  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  Qiialities  eflential  to  a  human  Crea-: 
ture.  Neverthelefs,  amidil  his  greateft  Follies,  fome 
Traces  of  Friendlhip,  of  Liberality,  and  even 
Greatnefs  of  Soul  were  difcovered.  Thou  thyfelf 
mayft  form  a  Judgment  of  this  from  fome  Things 
1  will  here  relate. 

The  Name  of  this  Eey  was  Amurath^  who  pof- 
fefTed  himfelf  of  the  Throne  by  murthering  his 
Uncle.  He  was  furprizingly  barbarous;  but  his  ri-- 
otous  ExcefTes  furpaffed  even  his  Cruelty.  Heimi-> 
tated  the  Conduct  of  certain  .V^^f^nv??;,  who  are  for 
ever  fludying  how  to  invent  Difhes  that  might  beft 
fatiate  their  luxurioufly-varacious  Appetites.  One 
Night,  after  having  drunk  very  copioufly,  hewent- 
into  one  of  the  Prifons  of  the  Na%areen  Slaves. 
Thefe  poor  unhappy  Wretches  were  greatly  furpri- 
zed  to  fee  their  Sovereign  come  to  pay  them  a  Vi- 
fit,  and  efpecially  at  fuch  an  Hour.  Knowing 
that  he  was  drunk,  they  imagined  that  he  was  de- 
firous  of  diverting  himfelf  with  cutting  fome  Heads 
off;  but  their  Fears  were  groundlefs.  Amurath,  fo 
far  from  entertaining  Thoughts  of  putting  any  of 
the  Slaves  to  death,  thought  proper  to  eat  and  drink 
in  their  Prifon.  Accordingly,  he  commanded  them 
to  get  ready  an  Entertainment  ;  and  not  thinking 
their  Wine  good  enough,  he  fent  two  of  his  Re- 
galers  to  fetch  fome  from  the  French  Conful's,  who 

*  furnilheJ 


Let.  173.     The  Jewish  Spy.  i  17 

furniflied  the  Slaves  with  the  Wine  with  which 
they  entertained  their  Prince.  Jmurath  drank 
with  them  till  Day-break ;  wlien  his  good  Humour 
encreafing  with  the  Wine,  he  refolved  to  divert 
himfelf  with  fome  Renegadoes,  his  Attendants, 
who  had  carouzed  with  him.  Tou  are  a  Parcel  of 
Villains,  fays  he  to  them,  zvho  have  denied  your 
God;  andl  ejleem  infinitely  more  than  I  do  you  thqfe 
poor  Slaves.,  lubo,  fpite  of  the  Torments  they  fuffer^ 
are  yet  faithful  to  him.  But  I  will  reconcile  yon  to 
your  firjl  Majler  ;  an  Obligation  you  mujl  owe  to  me. 
Then  taking  up  a  Crofs,  he  obli^^ed  them  all  to 
kneel  down,  and  kifs  it.  This  Reconciliation  was 
jiot  fufficient  to  (luisfy  his  Zeal  ;  for,  after  per- 
forming the  Paftoral  Office,  he  likewife  difcharged 
that  of  a  Sacriiicer,  by  flriking  ofF  fome  of  their 
Heads.  He  then  performed  the  Office  of  Chap- 
lain, by  commanding  thefe  poor  Slaves  to  fall  upon 
their  Knees,  before  one  of  the  Altars  fet  up  in  a 
Corner  of  the  Prifon,  and  to  fay  their  ufual  Prayers. 
They  obeyed  his  Commands  ;  but  one  of  them  nor 
appearing  {o  devout  as  Ainurath  would  have  had 
Jiim,  he  gave  him  a  Box  o'th'  Ear,  faying,  Rafcal^ 
when  a  Perfon  is  before  an  Altar,  he  ought  to  offer  up 
bis  Prayers  to  God  with  Reverence, 

Here,  dear  Alonceca,  you  have  a  PiiSlure  of  A- 
murath*s  Extravagancies;  and  one  would  notexpecl: 
that  Jmurath,  after  acting  in  Co  irrational  a  man- 
ner, couKi  have  fliewn  the  Generofity  he  did  at  his 
leaving  the  Prifon.  ''  It  would  be  unjuft,  fays 
"  he,  in  me  to  divert  myfelf  with  thefe  poor 
"  Slaves,  who  are  but  too  unhappy  already,  by 
*'  the  ill  Treatment  they  have  met  with  from  For- 
'^'  tune.  I  therefore,  added  he,  will  give  them  an 
*'  hundred  Pieces  of  Eight,  to  pay  for  the  Wine 
"  they  treated  me  with  i    and  an  hundred  more  to 

"repair 
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<«  repair  the  Chapel  before  which  I  obliged  them 
«'  to  offer  up  Prayers  to  God." 

Am  I  in  the  wrong,  dear  Monceca^  to  affert, 
that  we  perceive  in  the  moft  barbarous  Nations, 
feme  Glimmerings  of  the  Knowledge  which  all 
Men  naturally  poflefs  of  the  moral  Virtues,  they 
have  acquired  when  come  to  Years  of  Difcretion  ? 
Thefe  Ideas  are  not  innate  in  them,  as  certair; 
Philofophers  pretend  ;  but  prefent  themfelves  fpon- 
taneoufly  as  it  were  ;  and  are  fuggefted  whenever 
the  Mind  makes  the  leaft  Refleclion  on  what  pafles 
in  itfelf. 

Aftiurath  above-mentioned,  furnifhes  me  with  an- 
other Example  to  enforce  my  Opinion.  This  bar- 
barous Prince  had  obliged  a  young  Neapolitan^  by 
clapping  aPiftol  to  his  Breaft,  to  abjure  the  Chrif- 
tian  Religion  ;  after  which  he  had  appointed  him 
his  Cafnader,  and  heaped  great  Riches  upon  him. 
However,  thefe  mighty  Favours  had  not  been  able 
to  win  the  Heart  of  this  Italian^  who  would  not 
have  quitted  his  Religion,  had  he  not  been  menaced 
with  Death  ;  and  accordingly  he  fled  fome  time  af- 
ter. The  News  of  this  plunged  Amurath  into  the 
deepeft  AfRidlicn  ;  and  fearing  that  his  Favourite, 
who  was  the  Guardian  of  all  his  Treafures,  had 
carried  them  ofF;  he  ran  and  vifited  his  Coffers,  but 
found  every  thing  fafe.  He  was  flruck  with  the  Ho- 
nefly  of  the  Italian  ;  and  it  raifed  in  him  Impulfes 
he  had  never  felt  before.  His  Anger  then  made  way 
for  Grief;  and  being  unwilling  to  be  out-done  in 
Generofity  and  Greatnefs  of  Soul,  he  font  back  in- 
to Europe  the  Slave  who  ufed  to  wait  upon  his  fugi- 
tive Favourite,  and  reftored  him  to  his  Liberty  ; 
upon  Condttion  that  he  fhould  put  into  his  Hands 
two  very  fine  Horfes,  which  he  ordered  to  be 
brought  out  of  his  own  Stable  ;  and  fent  him  as  a 
Teflimony  of  his  Efteem  and  Friendfhip, 
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To  thefe  laudable  Inftances  of  Generofity  he 
foon  added  others  of  a  ridiculous  and  extravagant 
kind  ;  and  foon  reverted  to  his  firft  DItftates.  He 
one  Day  was  for  ordering  all  the  Nazareen  Mer- 
chants to  receive  the  Baftinado,  and  particularly 
an  Italian  Goldfmith,  merely  becaufe  one  of  his 
Minions  had  fled.  He  pretended  that  the  Franks 
had  corrupted  him,  and  furniflied  him  with  an  Op- 
portunity of  making  his  Efcapc.  He  even  fufpedl- 
ed  the  Italian  Merchant  had  dill  more  criminal  De- 
iigns  in  view  ;  and  if,  luckily  for  him,  CidiHamet 
had  not  been  catched,  the  poor  Goldfmith  would 
have  received  five  hundred  Blows,  purfuant  to  his 
Sentence,  without  having  committed  any  other 
Crime  than  his  being  a  Native  of  Italy.  This 
barbarous  Prince  could  not  conceive  it  poilible,  that 
one  who  was  an  Italian  could  once  fee  his  dear  Cidi 
Hamet^  without  feeling  certain  Emotions.  It  was 
upon  the  fame  Suppofition  that  he  was  going  to  in- 
9i\£\.  the  like  Punifhment,  as  that  to  which  the  Gold- 
fmith was  fcntenced,  on  three  Neapolitan  Adonks, 
who  under  the  Prote6lion  of  France^  had  devoted 
themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  Captives. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,   good  Monceca  ;    mayft  thou 
lead  a  contented  and  happy  Life  ;  ahd  never  be  fub 
jetft  to  the  capricious  Will  of  a  cruel  Man. 

Tripoli^  the  ... . 
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LETTER     CLXXIV. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  Onis,  a 
C  A  R  A  I  T  E,  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Con- 
ftantinople. 

THE  Language  which  the  EngliJJj,  dear  Ifaac^ 
rpeak  at  this  Time,  differs  greatly  from  that 
fpoke  by  their  Anceftors.  The  EngUJh  is  changed 
almoft  as  much  as  the  French  ;  and  thofe  who, 
fome  Centuries  fmce,  were  confidered  as  the  Stan- 
dards of  fine  Writing,  are  as  utterly  defpifed,  with 
regard  to  the  Didlion.  This  Difference,  indeed, 
between  the  ancient  and  modern  Writers,  is  much 
more  fenfible  among  the  French  than  the  EngUJh, 
With  the  former,  certain  Authors  who  flouriflied 
under  Lewh  XIII,  are  now  looked  upon  as  obfo- 
lete,  and  their  Style  is  totally  condemned.  Man- 
tagne's  Eifays  muft  be  very  excellent  in  themfelves, 
otherwife  his  Phrafeology  could  not  have  pleafed  in 
this  Age.  Spite  of  the  Beauty  and  Eafe  of  his 
Style,  yet  moft  Readers  would  have  been  difgufled 
at  the  worn-out  Expreflions,  and  obfolcte  Terms 
with  which  his  Waitings  abound. 

I  don't  know.  Friend  Ifaac^  whether  the  per- 
tended  Beauties  that  are  daily  added  to  the  living 
Languages,  and  which  are  faid  to  contribute  to 
their  Perfe^^ion,  are  not  prejudicial  to  polite  Lite- 
rature. It  is  certain,  that  the  Alterations  made  in 
Languages  caufe  feveral  excellent  Authors  to  fall 
into  Oblivion,  and  confequently  to  be  feldom  or 
never  read.  In  cafe  there  fhould  happen,  two 
hundred  Years  hence,  as  a  great  Revolution  in  the 

French  ^ 
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French  Tongue,  as  has  been  found  fince  the  Reiga 
of  Henry  II.  what  will  become  of  the  Works 
of  Corneille^  Racine^  Boileau^  MoUere^  la  Fon^ 
taincy  &c?  Thefc  will  meet  with  the  fame  Fate 
as  thofc  of  Ronfard^  and  feveral  others.  Some 
learned  Men  would  peep  into  them,  and  endeavour, 
through  the  Obfcurity  of  the  Didion,  to  which 
they  would  almoll  be  Strangers,  to  difcover  tlie 
Beauty  in  the  Thoughts  of  thofeilluftrious  Authors. 
But  what  a  Prejudice  would  it  be  to  the  whole 
World,  not  to  be  able  to  perceive  all  the  Beauties 
contained  in  the  moft  perfe^St  Works  the  human 
Mind  ever  gave  Birth  to  ?  How  unhappy  would 
it  be  for  the  French^  living  at  that  Time,  to  lind 
the  Diftion  of  Mlthridatcs  and  Pha:dra  as  harfh 
and  Inharmonious  as  that  of  Pyramus  and  Tbif- 
be  *  f  This  is  a  Truth,  dear  Ifaacy  which  all  the 
Learned,  whofe  Labours  are  calculated  for  the 
Good  of  the  Public,  ought  to  have  forever  prefent 
to  their  Minds  ;  and  it  would  fhew  the  highelt 
Judgment  in  them,  to  oppofc  all  the  Innovations 
which  may  be  attempted  to  be  introduced.  For  it 
is  for  the  Intereft  of  Literature,  that  they  fhew  a 
Zeal  for  the  Writers  of  the  Age  oi  Lewis  XIV.  they 
being  the  true  Models  of  the  French  Tongue. 

Thou  knoweft,  P^iend  Ijaac^  that  fome  pett-/ 
Authors,  or  raiher  wretched  Scri biers,  finding 
themfelves  unable  ever  to  acquire  any  Fame,  fo 
long  as  the  Public  fliall  be  poflciTed  of  the  excellent 
Works  of  Corncille^  Racine^  MoUcrc^  la  Br  iiyere^ 
Pairu^  Boileauy  and  feveral  others,  endeavour  to 
introduce  a  new  Species  of  Writing;  and  to  fubfti- 
tute,  inftead  of  the  vigorous  Beauties  of  thofe  great 
Writers,  glittering  falfe  Thoughts,  and  an  inflated 
Style,  worthy  of  thofe  affedcd  Females, 

*  A  Tragedy  hj  Theopliile. 
.    Vol.  V.  G  Whom 
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Whom  Moliere  with  a  Jingle  Stroke  cut  down  *. 

But  if  good  Writers  do  not  oppofe  the  bad  Tafte, 
the  French  will  revert,  infenfibiy,  to  that  barbarous 
State,  from  which  it  was  fo  extremely  difficult  for 
them  to  recover.  Many  begin  already  to  be  daz- 
zled by  the  afFedted  Phrafes  of  a  moft  ridiculous 
kind  ;  and,  a  furprizing  Circumftance  is,  fome  Au- 
thors who,  in  other  refpe6ls,  deferve  the  Efleem  of 
all  good  Judges,  have  been  fo  weak  as  fometimes  to 
write  in  this  new,  afFedted  manner.  To  make 
themfelves  fafhionable,  they  have  brought  an  Odi- 
um on  their  Works,  and  tarnifhedthe  juii:  Reputa- 
tion they  had  before  acquired.  The  Example  they 
{^  had  fo  pernicious  a  Tendency,  that  able  Writers 
are  alarmed,  and  have  been  fenfible  that  it  might 
caufe  the  greateft  Confufion  in  Literature.  A  fa- 
mous Author  has  inveighed  ftrongly  againft  thefe  In- 
novations. "  One  of  our  beft  Authors  f,  fays 
"  he  t,  has  lately  fplit  on  the  fame  Rock  ;  and 
'*  very  much  lefTened  the  Merit  of  one  of  his 
*'  Works,  by  interlarding  it  with  fuch  unufual  Ex- 
"  preflions  every  one  knows  how  he  was  lauglied 
**  at,  for  calling  a  Sun-dial,  a  Solar  Rcgijier  ;  a 
**  Bird-feller,  a  Trader  in  JVarblings  ;  a  Fruit  of 
*'  an  extraordinary  Size,  a  Garden  Phanomenon\ 
*'  a  moralizing  Fox,  a  long-tailed  Pythagoras  \  the 
*'  the  UneafmefTes  in  Marriage,  the  Tid-bits  of  tht 
"  Hymeneal  State,  &c.  The  Writers  of  the  pre- 
*'  fent  Age  have  juftly  exclaimed  againft  fuch  odd 
**  Expreflions  ;  and  confider  them  as  the  Dregs 
«'  of  that  trifling  Jargon,  which,  by  the  Raillery 

*  Boileau,  Satyr  X. 
■     t  DelaMotte,  in  hii  Fables. 

§  Maffieu,  Preface  des  Ceuvres  de  Tourreil,    T^om.   i. 
?age  40. 

"  levelled 
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<«  levelled  at  them  in  a  Comedy  *,  had  been  ba- 
«'  nifhed  France  ;  and  it  was  thought,  that  the  Au- 
*'  thors  of  thefe  Expreflions  intended  to  throw  us 
*'  back  to  the  Period,  In  which  the  two  Heroines 
*'  of  Moliere  ufed  to  call  Chairs,  the  Conveniences 
<*  of  Convcrfation  ;  and  a  Looking-glafs,  the  Coun- 
^'  fellor  of  the  Graces^ 

Yet  this  fmart  and  judicious  Cenfure  has  not,  ex- 
cellent Ifaac^  put  a  Stop  to  the  Currency  of  a  new 
Language,  in  which  Reafon  and  good  Tafte  were 
no  ways  concerned.  A  great  Number  of  pitiful 
Authors  are  now  ambitious  of  fluffing  their  Works 
with  forced,  affefted  Words,  and  falfly  refined, 
fuftian  Phrafes.  One  would  imagine  that  they  had 
formed  a  Refolution  utterly  to  deftroy  their  native 
Tongue.  Not  contented  with  introducing  number- 
Icfs  trifling  Phrafes  which  enervate  it,  they  alfo  pre- 
iume  to  exclaim  againft  fuch  as  declare  for  the  an- 
cient manner.  To  believe  them,  Gr/zf/V/f  isharfb, 
Racine  has  too  much  Simplicity,  Boihau  is  je- 
june, Vaugelas  incorrect,  Patru  and  Bourdaloue 
too  uniform.  They  repeat  fo  very  often  thefe  im- 
pertinent Reproaches,  that  they  at  laft  win  over  a 
great  Number  of  Witlings,  who  are  unhappily  mif- 
led  by  their  afFeded  Antithefes,  their  broken  far- 
fetched Phrafes,  and  their  forced  Sallies  -,  in  com- 
parifon  of  which,  the  tinfel  Concetti  of  the  Italians 
may  be  looked  upon  as  genuine  Beauties.  The 
Women  and  Foplings,  who  both  are  great  Lovers 
of  Innovations,  perfectly  efpoufe  all  unnatural, 
high-flown  ExprefTions ;  and,  unhappily  for  polite 
Literature,  according  to  half  the  People  who  read 
Books,  'tis  with  Works  of  Wit  as  with  Gowns 
and  Head-drefles,  thof>i  in  the  newefl  P'afliion  are 
always  preferred,  fuch  efpecially  as  difcover  an  Air 

*  Les  Precieufes  ridicules. 
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of  Singularity.  If  Madam  de  Villedieu  was  now 
Jiving,  and  would  publifh  her  Exiles  of  Auguftus\ 
Courts  a  delightful  Book  dictated  by  the  Mufes,  I 
know  not  whether  it  would  be  well  received  by  the 
Public.  Perhaps  it  would  pafs  as  writ  with  too 
great  Simplicity  ;  for  the  French^  for  fome  Years 
laft  paft,  have  been  regaled  with  Beauties  that  were 
altogether  unnatural  \  and  they  delight  in  falfe 
Thoughts,  exprelTed  in  almolt  an  unintelligible 
manner. 

If  this  odd  Tafte  fhould  continue  to  prevail  fo 
much  among  us,  what  a  pitiful  Language  will  the 
French  tranfmit  to   Pofterity  ;    and  what    fort  of 
Writers    will  they  propofe  to   it  as  the  Models   of 
Perfe<^ion  ?  Inftead  of  Racine  they  will  give  them 
Mouhy ;  and  Marivaux  inftead  of  Corneille.    Should 
this  be  the  cafe,  I  pity  them  heartily,  as  well  as  po- 
lite Literature.     I  before,  Friend  Jfaac  *,  prefented 
thee  with   a   flight  Charader  of    this  Marivaux  : 
He  is  one  of  the  Chief  of  the  Innovators.     He  does 
not,    perhaps,  want  Wit,    and  even  feems  to  be  a 
Man  of  Reflection  ;  but  his  good  Qualities  are  quite 
cclipfed  by  his  manner  of  Expreflion.      He  can  ne- 
ver prevail  with  himfelf  to  exprefs  the  moft  fimple 
Things  with  Simplicity.     Whenever  a  Perfon,  in 
any  of  his  Works,  defires  to  bid  another  good  Mor- 
row^    fuch  a  Perfon  will  employ  fome  far-fetched 
Phrafe,  and  aflred  to  introduce  the  moft  refined  Wit 
in   this  common  Compliment.      This  Writer  will 
employ  three  or  four  Pages  in  defcribing  a  falfe  De- 
"votee  ;  and  after  we  have  read  it,  we  are  furprized 
to  find    we  have  learned   nothing,    except  that  fhe 
endeavoured  to  conceal  her  Years,  by  the  Gaity  of 
her  Drefs.      Among  the  vaft  Variety  of   Phrafes, 
where  the  Thought  is  fet  in  an  hundred  difFertnt 

•Lett^  Xm.  "Tom,  i.  ^age  108.. 
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Liahts,    here  follow  fome,    by  which  thoa   may  It 

forma  Judgment  of  his  ^^^^-\  t^^  ^        7 ''^ 
<'  man  always  appeared  in  a  modeftDrefs;    m  fuch 

*'  a  Manner,  however,  as  did  notechpfe  any  of  her 

<«  native  Charms.     A  Woman  might  drefs  in  this 

«  Manner  in  the  view  of  pleafing,  without  being 

•'  accufed  of  aiming  to  pleafe.      I  fay,    a  Womaii 

''  who  was  a  Coquet  in  her  Heart;    for  Ihe  miiit 

«^  be  fuch,  in  order  to  aim  at  Conquefts  by  that  lort 

««  of  Drefs.       There    were   fome   little   concealed 

«'  Springs,  to  make  her  as  graceful  as  decent  ;  and 

''  perhaps  more  killing  than  the  moft  ftud.ed  Drefs. 

*«  Two  Things  I  mean  were  her  hne  Hands  and 

"  her  pretty  A^rms,    under  plain  Linnen  ;    this  fet 

"  oft*  their  Beauty,  and  made  them  ftrike  the  more, 

'^   ^V.  *''      This  aftVacd  Style,    good  IJhac,  and 

thefe   far-fetched  Phrafcs  are   far   from   being  true 

Beauties.    The  Mind,  when  directed  by  good  Tade, 

cxprcH'cs  itfclf  in  a  more  eafy  and  natural  manner. 

l^hcfe,   however,  are  not  the  moft  affeaed  Strokes 

in  the  Piaure  in  qucflion  ;    here  follow  fome  that 

are  ftill  more  fo.     "  To  come  to  her  Face.     At  the 

"  firft  Sii^ht  of  the  Perfon  thus   dreft  we   ihould 

•'  have  faid  to  ourfelves.  There  muji  be  a  grave  Jiaid 

''   JFo?ncin.      At  the  fecond  Glance,    There's  a  Wo- 

'«   man  has  acquired  that  Air  of  JVifdom  and  Pribi- 

'<  ty.     But  this  was  far  from  being  her  Charader  : 

"  At   the  third   Glance,    we  fufpeaed  her  being  a 

"  very   witty  Woman  ;    and   this  Conjeaure   was 

«'  jiift.''     Can  any  Thing,    dear  Ifaac,    be  fo  bur- 

lefque  as  thefe /r/?,  fecond,  and  third  Glances,    each 

of  which  becomes  fomething ;  and  the  Particle  there^ 

fo  induftrioufly  repeated  to  no  Purpofc  ?   Would  one 

not  imagine, '  that   fuch  a  Phrafeology   was  copied 

from  that  of   a  Poet  whom  Moliere  has  fo  happily 

*  jMnriv::V.x,  Paifan  parvenu. 
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ridiculed ,  in  his  Mlfantrope  P  And  are  they  not  in 
the  fame  Strain  with  the  following  Verfes,  Co  often 
repeated  in  the  Female  Pedants  of  that  comicWriter  ? 

fi'^hen  tkou  hear* ft  that  Coach  was  prais^dy 
Where  Gold  on  Gold  fo  high  is  raised. 

Say  not^   that  'tis  gay  Amafent'j, 
But^    the  blrji  Produ^f  of  my  Rents, 

Kow  ridiculous  foever,  dear  Ifaac^  the  PafTage 
may  be  which  I  have  cenfured,  it  yet  has  been  high- 
ly applauded  by  fome  People.  Certain  Journalirts 
have  quoted  it  as  a  capital  Stroke.  **  A  Writer, 
•*  fay  they^  muft  have  a  great  Knowledge  of  the 
**  World,  to  defcribe  fo  fully  a  Character  fo  very 
**  difficult  to  hit  ;  and  not  a  little  Art,  to  have 
**  difcovered  and  drawn  it  in  fuch  agreeable  Co- 
**  lours  *.'*  What  Opinion  will  you  entertain, 
worthy  Ifaac,  of  the  Tafte  and  Knowledge  of  Tuch 
Critics,  who,  in  their  Elogium  of  a  Book,  pitch 
upon  the  moft  trifling  Paflage  in  it,  as  a  Specimen 
of  its  Beauties;  and  who,  fetting  up  themfelves  as 
fupreme  Judges  of  Works  of  Wit,  are  fo  filly  at  to 
approve  fuch  Touches,  as  are  mofl  repugnant  to 
good  Senfe,  and  molt  capable  of  corrupting  it  r  If 
It  was  a  Cuftom,  in  the  Republic  of  Letters,  to 
punifh  fuch  Writers  as  publifh  unjuft  Decifions,  how 
ieverely  do  the  Journalifls  f  in  queftion  deferve  to 

be 

*  Journal  Literaire,  Tom.  xxii.  p.  ^6^. 

•\  The  Literary  journal,  certain  Parts  of  nxhich  arpfill 
printed  at  different  Inter'vals,  nvas  firfl  nvrit  by  fome  Gtu- 
tletnen  of  equal  Learning  and  Probity,  But  in  June  I  732, 
the  P-ight  of  the  Copy  being  gi'ven  tip  to  another  Bookfeller, 
the  Pcrfons  n,vho  njjere  comcrtied  till  then  in  the  Work  in 
^aefion,  did  not  care  to  continue  it  for  him  ;    upon  ^uhiih 

that 
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be  chaftifed  ?  They  ought  to  be  fo  the  more  rigo- 
roufiy,  as  It  is  very  common  with  them  to  publifh 
Reflections  equally  falfe  and  ridiculous  as  that  above 
cited.  They  take  a  great  Pieafure  in  applauding  e- 
very  Thing  in  a  bombaft  Strain.  Here  follows  a 
fecond  Example  of  this.  In  the  Extra(5t  given  by 
them  of  the  Entretiens  Phyftques,  or  Philofophical 
Converfations,  by  Regnault  the  Jcfuit,  they  have 
praifed  this  Book  to  the  Skies,  the  Abfurdities  of 
which  I  ftiall  one  Day  point  out  to  thee  §.  Not 
contented  with  faying,  that  this  Author  "  is  a  Ge- 
*'  nius  of  thefirft  Magnitude,  who  was  a  thorough 
*'  Mafter  of  ancient  and  modern  Phyfics;"  they 
even  applaud  his  Didion,  compared  to  which,  that 
of  Marivaux  is  fimple  and  natural.  They  did  not 
flop  here  j  for  to  make  the  Elogium  they  beflowed 
flill  more  fuitabic  to  the  Book  taken  in  hand  by 
them,  they  made  ufe  of  far-fetched  Ex preffions,  and 
Phrafes  in  the  new  Mode.  '*  Nothing  can  be  fwect- 
*'  er,  fay  they,  and  mere  delicate  than  the  firil 
*'  Letter  *."      But  how   admirably  do  the  Wofds 

that  Bcokfeller  empioyeif,  in  their  Jiead,  tnvo  or  three  wretch- 
ed Scrih/ers.  The  tn.>:o  apojiate  Monks  nvho  puhlijhed  the  o- 
dious  Continuation  of  RapinV  excellent  Hiftory  of  England, 
ivere  the  pi  incipal  Authors  of  that  pitiful  Journal.  At  this 
Time  the  apojiute  Jefidt  is  the  only  P  erf  on  ^vho  dran.vs  up  the 
chief  Exfru  :1s.  He  ivrites  'vAth  the  f  me  Spirit,  and  in  the 
fame  Trfe  ofAih  his  quondam  Brethren.  And  indeed  it  may 
be  a  firmed,  that  this  Literary  Journal  is  as  pocking  as  thct 
of  \  rcvoux,  for  th".  Impudence  and  Frlfjood  difco-vered 'in 
e^cety  Part  of  it.  The  Public  defpifed  this  contemptible 
Journal ;  by  --.vhich  Means  it  has  lojl  all  its  Credit,  Jo  that 
the  Bookfller  fo;/:etifnes  letsn,vhole  Tears  pafs  away^  n,vith' 
out  printing  cn^i  Part  of  it. 

§  ^ce  the  \\\\th  Letter  or  Part  of  the  Secret  Memoirs 
of  the  Republic  of  Letters. 

*  Journal Literaire,  To7n.  xxiii.  p.  222. 
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fweeier^n^  delicate  fuit  a  Book,  efpecially  a  Philo- 
fophical  Treatife.  'Till  now  it  was  thought,  that 
it  was  ufual  to  fay,  n  Peruke  that  fit  swells  and  a  pret- 
ty little  Dog  ^  but  People  are  greatly  miftaken,  they 
ought  to  fay,  a  Peruke  filled  with  excellent  Particu- 
lars ;  a  Dog  writes  in  a  delicate  Style  j  and  a  pretty 
fwpfi  Bcok. 

But  now  comes  the  Faffage  of  Rcgnault  which 
gave  Occafion  to  the  many  charming  Things  faid 
by  the  Journalills.  I  am  perfuaded  they  will  not 
difpieafe  thee.  "  Whenever  any  Cloud,  fays  he^ 
*'  takes  from  our  Eyes,  in  the  Night,  the  azure 
"'  Sky,  interfperfed  with  Stars,  it  is  merely  to  vary 
**  our  Pleafures.  The  Atmofphere  then  difpla)'s 
*'  its  Phaenomena.  One  would  fometimes  imagine, 
"  that  Aurora^  was  going  to  appear  even  in  the 
'^  Evening.  Sometimes  the  Thunder  roars ;  but 
*'  as  Thunder  is  dreaded  but  an  Inftant,  and  that 
^'  Naturalifis  are  able  to  difcover  that  formidable 
*'  Inliant,  this  Noife,  which  fpreads  Terror  a- 
*'  round,  is  ho  ways  formidable  to  them.  What 
"  DO  1  SAY  ?  The  fantaftical  Play  of  the  Thun- 
■*•  der  is  an  agreeable  Amufement  to  thofe  who  take 
**  Notice  of  It."  Such  is  the  PafTagein  the  Jefuit, 
:  nd  here  follows  the  fage  Refledtion  made  by  the 
Jou.nalifis.  'DidiQwti  Rohaulty  PafchaU  Kircher^ 
Des  Caries^  Diogenes  Laertius,  or  Arijhtle^  ex- 
prefs  themftlves  in  fuch  agreeable  Terms  ?  No,  in- 
deed, worthy  Ifaac  ;  Des  Cartes  never  fcribled  fuch 
Fuftian.  He  had  too  much  good  Senfe,  to  fill 
'whole  Pages  with  a  Rhapfody  of  Words  that  imply 
rcfhing,  at  leaft  that  are  altogether  ufclefs.  That 
a7.ure  Sky^  interfperfed  with  Stars^  Images  that  had 
been  worn  thread- bare  thcfe  ten  Centuiies,  and  that 
mifplaceti  Exclamation,  What  do  I  say?  would 
have  been  confidered,  by  him,  as  afFcd:ed  Expref- 
fions,  and  childifli  Strokes,  unworthy  a  good  Writ- 
er, 
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er,  and  particularly  a  Philofopher.  Mufl  not  a 
Writer  be  out  of  his  Senfes,  n^y,  be  loft  to  all 
Shame,  to  venture  to  put  this  vicious  Di6tion  in 
parallel  with  that  of  Pafcbal  F  What  may  we  not 
expe£t  from  Writers  whofe  Tafte  is  fo  fantaitical 
and  corrupted  ? 

Had  not  a  judicious  Author  of  this  Age  Reafon 
to  cry  out  :  "  To  what  Excefles  will  not  Writers 
*'  proceed  in  this  Age  !  They  not  only  endeavour 
"  to  deprive  us  of  thofe  noble  iVlodcls  w^hich  the 
*'  Ancients  have  left  us  ;  but  they  alfo  would  turn 
'*  away  our  Steps  from  thofe  fare  Path^  which  fome 
*'  excellent  Moderns  have  clialked  out  to  us  within 
"  thefe  fifty  Years.  People  begin  to  t))ink  that 
"  their  Works  are  too  much  neglected.  Writers 
"  now  leave  the  natural  Beauties  which  was  the 
''  fole  Objccfi:  of  their  Care  ;  and  are  ftudious  of 
'*  nothing  but  far-fetched  Ornaments.  They  de- 
*'  viate  from  their  periodical  harmonious  Style,  to 
"  give  into  a  dif-jointed  Phrafeology,  that  is  alto- 
"  gether  unmufical.  In  Place  of  the  happy  Ir- 
'*  regularities  which  they  ufed  to  leave  dehgnedly 
**  in  their  Compofitions  ;  and  which,  in  Reality, 
*••  give  great  Energy  and  Fire  to  a  Piece  of  Wri- 
'•  ting  ;  they  fubftitute  a  dull  Exadtnefs,  which 
'^  only  enervates,  and  takes  off  from  the  Rapidity 

'*  of  the  Diction. Now,  nothing  is   fought 

**  after  but  Wit  ;  and  Pieces  are  now  compofed  of 
**  as  many  fmart  Strokes  as  Words.  An  Ode  is 
*'  merely  a  String  of  Epigrams  methodically  digeft- 
*'  ed  ;  and  a  Preface  is  a  Rhapfody  of  far-fetched 
*'  Reflections  *."' 

This  Paffage,  dear  Ifaacy  all  the  French  ought 
to   have    perpetually   before    their    Eyes.       Happy 

*  Maitteu,  Preface  des  Ocuvres  de  Tourreil,  Tom.    i. 
G  5  would 
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would  it  be  for  them  if  they  would  learn  it  by 
heart  ;  and  ftill  more  fo,  if  they  would  obfcrve  the 
Precepts  inculcated  in  it :  Then  that  inflated,  that 
ridiculous  Style,  which  certain  Authors  have,  with- 
in thefe  few  Years,  endeavoured  to  bring  into 
Vogue,  would  foon  be  exploded.  The  EngUjh  ileem 
to  me  very  far  from  delighting  in  fuch  falfe  Beau- 
ties ;  and  would  never  pretend  to  put  Lock's  maf- 
culine,  majeftic  Style  in  parallel  with  that  of  a 
Writer  fuch  ?^^  Regnault  the  Jefuit.  If  any  Jour- 
naliil  among  them  u^as  fo  ignorant,  or  fo  fantafti- 
cal,  as  to  fpeak  in  favour  of  fo  ridiculous  a  Way 
of  Writing,  both  the  Author  and  his  Panegyrift 
would  be  equally  laughed  at. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  Friend  Ifaac^  live  contented 
and  happy  ;  and  never  let  infipid  Compofitions  bribe 
thy  Applaufe. 


London^   the 


LETTER     CLXXV. 

Aaron  Monceca  /^  Isaac  On  is,  a  Cara- 
ITE,  formerly  a  Rahbi  ^/ ConRantinople. 

1  Sometimes  refie^^,  Friend  Jfaac^  on  the  Injuftice 
of  Men,  who  can  Scarce  be  prevailed  upon  to 
beftow,  on  eminent  Perfons,  when  living,  the 
Praifes  they  fo  lavifnly  heap  on  thofe  who  died  fome 
Centuries  ago.  Envy  is  a  Difeafe,  or  rather  a  Peft, 
v/hich  fpreads  its  Venom  into  every  Heart,  and  ea- 
sily ihifts  from  the  Great  to  the  Vulgar,  and  from 
the  Vulgar  to  the  Great.  Tho'  one  would  imagine, 
that  no  Jealoufy  could  pofljbly  arife  between  Per- 
fons 
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fons  fet  at  a  great  Diftance  one  from  the  ether, 
by  Birth,  Condition,  Employment,  and  Charac- 
ter, and  even  Country  ;  neverthelefs,  Sclf-Love,. 
wliich  is  found  in  every  Mind,  raifes  up,  againfbcon- 
Ipicuous  Perfonages,  invidious  Men  in  all  Nations. 
People  feem  difpleafed  to  fee  a  Man,  in  his  Life- 
time, endeavour  to  attract,  by  his  Virtues,  his  Ta- 
lents, and  his  Merit,  a  Sort  of  Veneration,  which, 
by  raifmg  him,  humbles  thofe  who  are  forced  to  pay 
him  Plonour.  The  Glory  of  a  living  Hero  is  an 
Eye-fore  to  fuch  as  are  WitnefTes  of  it.  However, 
no  fooner  is  this  Hero  numbered  among  the  Dead, 
but  People  arc  for  doing  him  Juftlce  ;  and  the  Day 
of  his  Death  thev  are  willing  to  make  the  firll  for 
praifmg  him.  Perhaps  too  Envy  may  have  a 
confiderable  Share  in  the  Applaufcs  which  are  be- 
flowed  upon  him  ;  and  that  the  only  Motive  why 
People  cry  up  his  Actions  and  exalted  Qualities  i^, 
to  have  the  nvilicious  Pleafure  of  ieflening  thofe  ot 
feme  other  living  Hero. 

How  many  Writers  drew  up  the  Elogiums  of 
Lewis  XHI.  •^ind  Henry  iV.  ILmg^oi  France,  in 
no  other  View  but  to  oppofe  it  to  that  of  Leivis 
XIV.  I  was  afTured,  when  in  France^  by  Cheva- 
lier de  Maifin,  that  he  knew  an  old  Officer,  who, 
on  all  Occafions,  aftc<5fed  to  applaud,  in  the  moft 
extravagant  Terms,  Marfhal  Turenne^  in  prefence 
of  Marlhal  VilUirs  ;  and  that  he  would  expatiate 
chiefly  on  the  Generofity  and  dlfintcrefted  T'em- 
per  of  the  former.  But  thefe  Encomiums  were 
dictated  by  Envy  and  Jealoufy,  rather  than  by  a 
Defire  of  doing  Juftice  to  the  Merit  of  the  great 
General  in  queilion.  And  yet  Marfhal  Fillars, 
though  not  fo  generous  as  fome  other  Commanders, 
neverthelefs  equalled  the  Glory  of  the  greatelt  and 
moft  fortunate  of  them.  His  Virtues  indeed  were 
fometiuies  clouded  by  the  Love  he  bore  to  Money  ; 
G  6  ami 
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and  yet,  though  he  himfelf  was  fenfible  how  illau- 
dable  fuch  a  PaiTion  is,  hfe  fufFered  himfelf  to  be 
hurried  away  by  his  natural  Propcnficn,  believing 
it  impo/Tihle  for  him  ever  to  get  the  better  of  it. 
He  would  often  be  the  firft  to  rally  himfelf  upon 
that  Vice,  of  which  the  following  is  a  fmgnlar  fn« 
ftance.  Upon  his  entering  upon  the  Government 
of  Provence^  the  Deputies  of  it  made  him  a  Pre- 
fent,  as  was  the  ufual  Cuitom,  of  twenty  thoufand 
Li V res  in  a  Purfe.  As  he  fecmed  highly  pleafed  at 
the  Donation,  an  old  Gentleman  faid  very  freely  to 
him.  My  Lord-,  Duke  de  Vendome,  your  Predecef- 
for^  was  contented  to  take  the  Purfe,  The  MarOial 
•replied,  with  the  utmoft  Calmnefs :  /)///^^de  Ven- 
dome was  really  im?mtable. 

To  return,  Friend  IJaaCy  to  the  Partiality  of 
thofe  who  will  not  do  Juftice  to  Perfons  of  Abi- 
lity in  their  Life-time  ;  and  who  feek  only  for 
Opportunities  of  fatisfying  their  Jealoufy,  or  of 
pleafing  their  detracfting  or  envious  Difpofitlons  : 
Were  illufhious  Perfons,  who  have  been  dead  many 
Years,  and  v/hom  the  invidious  People  in  queftion 
fct  fo  high  above  the  Living,  to  rife  from  the  Grave, 
they  would  calumniate  them  as  much  in  Propor- 
tion as  they  now  applaud  them.  If  we  examine 
Things  impartially,  we  fhall  perceive  that  in  almolt 
ail  Ages,  there  have  been  Heroes,  who  may  be  put 
in  parallel  with  all  thofe  whofe  Actions  have  been 
tranfmitted  to  us  by  ancient  Authors.  Methinks 
1  find,  in  thefe  latter  Ages,  feveral  great  Men,  who 
jiiay  juftly  be  put  upon  a  Level  with  fuch  as 
Ro7ne  gave  Birth  to,  when  in  her  higheft  Point  of 
Glory. 

Scipio  Africanus  was  not  a  greater  Man  than 
"Henry  IV.  There  required  as  much  Strength,  Ge- 
nius, Greatntfs  of  Soul,  and  Intrepidity,  to  at- 
chieve  all  the  Anions  of  the  latter,  as  to  perform 

what 
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what  was  done  by  the  former.  Scipio^  being  fup- 
ported  by  a  good  Army,  drove  Hannibal  out  or"  /- 
taly^  revived  the  Courage  of  the  Romans,  who 
were  terrified  at  the  Lofs  they  had  fuftained  at  Can^ 
tics  \  carried,  among  the  Carthaginians^  the  Ter- 
rors of  a  cruel  War,  with  whicli  they  before  had 
/et  Italy  on  Fire  ;  and  at  laft,  in  triumphing  over 
Numantia  and  Carthage,  freed  Rome  from  that 
haughty  and  dangerous  Rival. 

Henry  IV.  at  the  Head  of  a  Parcel  of  Soldiers 
wlio  were  half  naked,  having  no  Money,  nor  any 
other  Succour  but  his  Bravery  and  his  juft  Claim, 
attempts  to  recover  his  Crown.  He  conquers  his 
Kingdom,  which  had  been  ufurpcd  by  the  Leaguers, 
the  Spaniards,  the  Friars,  and  the  Court  of  Rome. 
He  executes  all  his  Defigns  ;  and  after  eftablifhing 
himfelf  on  the  Throne  of  his  Ancelfnrs,  he  makes 
thofe  very  Spaniards  tremble,  who,  f)me  Years  be- 
fore, adding  Contempt  toPrcfumption,  ufed  to  call 
him  notliing  [>\xtt.hQBearnois.  The  Affairs  of //^-/i- 
ry  IV.  were  in  a  much  more  fhaitered  Condition, 
after  the  Death  of  his  PredecefTor,  than  that  of  the 
Romans  after  the  Battle  of  Canna.  They,  at  leaft, 
had  A'loney,  as  well  as  Opportunities  of  recruit- 
ing their  Army.  But  the  French  Hero,  fo  far  from 
having  the  like  Succours,  at  tlie  Time  when  he  had 
recovered  three  fourths  of  his  Kingdom,  was  ob- 
liged to  write  a  Letter  to  one  of  his  Generals,  in 
which  he  informed  him,  that  his  Finances  were  fo 
miferably  low,  i\\At  for  a  IVeek  pafl,  he  was  redu- 
ced to  the  Neccjfity  of  eating  at  the  Tables  of  his 
Officers ;  his  Pot  not  being  in  a  Condition  to  boil  any 
longer^  and  his  Purveyor i  not  having  a  Shilling  left. 
Nor  was  his  Wardrobe  in  a  better  State  than  his 
Kitchin  ;  he  complaining,  in  the  fame  Letter, 
that  his  Shirts  began  to  be  out  at  Arms,  and  that  he 
had  not  one  complete  Furniture  for  a  fingle  Horfe^ 

though 
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though  he  expeSfcd  to  attack  iheEnefny  every  Moment. 
It  muft  be  confefTed,  that  the  Situation  of  the  Af- 
fairs of  Henry  IV.  and  thofe  of  Scipio,  differed 
videly  ;  and  that,  neverthelef>',  the  one  has  atchei- 
ved  as  mishtv  Thinsis  as  the  other. 

William  III.  may  be  compared  tojulius  Cafary 
"with  as  much  Reafon  and  Equity  as  Henry  V^^ 
"with  Scipio.  Heroes  are  not  to  be  eitimated  by  the 
Extent  of  their  Conquefls,  but  by  the  Greatnefspf 
their  Souls,  and  the  Intrepidity  necefTary  for  form- 
ing thofe  Conquefts.  Cafar  fubdued  the  Gaulsy 
after  carrying  on  a  War  ten  Years  againft  them. 
Is  it  fo  very  extraordinary  a  Thing  that  a  Gene- 
ral, who  is  at  the  Head  of  an  Army  of  excellent 
Soldiers,  v/ho  has  an  Opportunity  of  recruiting 
them  with  Eafe,  who  is  fupplied  with  every  Thing 
he  wants  in  the  moft  abundant  Manner,  ihould  at 
Jaft  conquer  fix  or  feven  Provinces?  Were  the 
French  to  enter  Italy^  and  the  reft  of  Europe  were 
to  ftand  unconcerned,  would  it  be  any  great  Won- 
der fhould  they  conquer  Piedmont^  the  Milanejc^ 
the  Boulonois,  and  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^  after 
carrying  on  a  ten  Years  War  ?  People  would  won- 
der, on  the  contrary,  that  they  fliould  employ  fo 
many  Years  in  it.  Such  is  pretty  near  the  Light 
in  which  we  ought  to  confider  the  War  carried  on 
by  Cafar  in  Gaul.  I  grant  that  the  People  againft 
whom  he  fought  were  much  more  valiant  than  the 
Milaneze  and  Neapolitans :  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  not  the  Roman  Commonwealth  infinitely  more 
confiderable  than  that  of  the  French  in  this  Age  ?  A 
Roinan^QV\{\x\  ufed  to  fee  as  many  Kings  in  his  An- 
ti-Chamber, as  2i  French  Minifler  of  State  fees  Dukes 
and  Peers  in  his. 

C^far  doubtlefs  was  greater  in  the  Civil  Wars, 
than  in  that  waged  by  him  againft  the  Gauls.     At-~ 
the  Time  that  he  was  oppofcd  by  Pompcy^  and  the 

greateil 
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greateft  Part  of  the  Commonwealth  agalnft  him, 
he  was  forced  to  fiimmon  up  all  his  Prudence  and 
Valour,  to  conquer  his  Enemies.  I  own  that  on  this 
Occalion,  the  Advantage  was  equal  on  both  Sides, 
and  that  he  was  obliged  to  none  but  himfelf  for  his 
Victories.  But  how  famous  foever  the  Battle  of  PZ>^r- 
falia  may  be,  it  yet  is  eafier  for  a  Commander  to  get 
Pofieffion  of  the  whole  World,  at  the  Time  that  he 
is  afTillcd  and  fupported  by  half  of  it,  than  to  gain  a 
Kingdom,  in  the  Eves  of  all  Europe  :  and  this  with- 
out any  other  Succour  than  that  of  a  Commonwealth, 
all  whofe  Dominions  are  not  fo  large  as  one  of  the 
Provinces  of  a  powerful  and  vicSlorious  Monarch, 
whofe  Intereft  it  was  to  oppofe  that  Conqueft.  Let 
us  examine  this  Affair  with  Impartialitv. 

Let  us  fip-ure  to  ourfelves  King  JVilliiim  IIF. 
landing  in  England^  and  there  getting  himfelf  re- 
cognized Monarch  of  three  Kingdoms  :  Let  us  af- 
terwards accompany  him  into /;v/f7;2^,  crufhing  the 
Rebellious  with  Thunderbolts  he  hurled  ;  let  us  con- 
lidcr  him  as  maintaining,  fpite  of  his  Enemies, 
the  Kingdoms  he  had  got  PofTeffion  of  ;  and,  at 
lart  dying  peaceably  on  the  Throne  which  he  had 
gained  by  his  Valour  ;  beloved  by  the  worthy  a- 
mong  his  SubjetSts,  dreaded  by  his  Enemies,  and 
admired  by  moft  Monarchs  ;  we  fliall  be  obliged 
to  confefs,  that  this  Prince  was  not  iiiferior  to  the 
Vanquiflier  of   the  Gauls  and  of  Pompey. 

'Tis  not  only,  Friend  Jfaac^  among  Princes  and 
Generali,  that  we  meet  with  this  Equality  which 
I  fuppofe  to  be  in  great  Men  both  ancient  and  mo- 
dem. In  all  Ages  Heroes  of  every  Kind  are  {^zn 
to  rife  ;  and  there  is  not  an  illuftrious  Perfon  among 
the  Romans^  whatever  may  have  been  his  Condition 
of  Life,  but  fomeone,  born  in  the  late  Ages,  may 
be  found  to  compare  with  him.  The  Roman  Hif- 
torians  fpeak  of  the  Clemency,  Probity,  and  Sin- 
cerity, 
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cerity,  of  fome  Generals,  who,  to  the  mih'tary  V^ir- 
tues,  joined  thofe  which  form  ellentially  the  wife 
Man,  and  the  true  Philofopher.  Bayard^  an  il- 
\\jiiinous French  Knight,  who  lived  yindti Lewis  'KIL 
and  Francis  J.  equalled  Cato  in  Probity,  Cor'iolanus 
in  Valour,  Horatius  Codes  m  Intrepidity,  Minu- 
tins  Scavola  in  Greatnefs  of  Soul,  and  Scipio  in 
Modeffy  and  Referve. 

I  {hall  not  mention  here,    worthy  Ifaac^    any  of 
the   warlike   Atchievements  of   this  Hero  :     Thou 
doubtleis  muft  have  read  them  in  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Monarchs  under  whom  he  fought.    I  fhall  therefore 
content    myfelf  with    taking  Notice  only   cf  one 
Particular  relating   to  his  moral    Virtues.      At   his 
Return   from   the  Army  of  Italy^    he   made  fome 
Stay  in  Grenobh\   at   a  Relation's  Houfe  ;  and,   be- 
ing definnis   of  folacing  himfelf   after   his  military 
Toils,  he  ordered  his  Valet  de  Chambre  to  look  out 
for  fume  good-natured  Girl,    for   him  to   pafs   the 
Night  with.      The   Servant   in  Compliance  with 
his  Mafter's   Commands,    went   to  a    Woman  of 
Diilin6lion,    who,    being  reduced  to  the  Extremes 
of  Neceffity,  confented  to  deliver   up  her  Daugh- 
ter,   a  Girl  of  about  fixteen  or  feventeen  Years  of 
Age,  in  confideration  of   a  certain  Sum  of  Money. 
*Twas  with   infinite  Difficulty   that    the   Mother 
prevailed   with  her  Daughter  to  agree   to   the  Bar- 
gain.    At  lall,  whether  through  Fear  or  Neceffity, 
tiiis  young  Vi(fl:im  went,    at  Night  to  the  Apart- 
ment of   tlie  Chevalier  Bayardy    who   was    greatly 
furprized  to  fee  a  young  Perfon,  beautiful  as  Fenusy 
throw  herfelf  at  his  Feet,  and  water  them  with  her 
Tears.      What  Jffllrtton^   young  Maiden^    is   this 
that  feizes  you^    lays  the  Chevalier  ?    /  imagined  to 
find  you  inclined  to  laugh  rather  than  to  zueep.     A- 
las  I    Sir,  replied  the  Maiden,    /  know  hut  too  well 
the  Errand  upon  which  my  Mother  fent  me  hither, 

Poverty 
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Poverty  obliged  her  to  commit  an  AS^ion  unworthy  5/ 
her  J  hut  I  mujl  obey  her  Commands,  However^ 
Heaven  is  my  TVitnefs^  that  I  wijh  for  Death  ;  and 
1  Ctmdd  think  my f elf  happy ^  had  I  long  ftnce  been 
numbered  a?nong  the  Dead. 

Bayard^  moved  at  the  Tears  of  this  fair  Com- 
plainant, defired  her  to  take  Heart,  protefting  that 
he  would  not  do  any  Thing  (lie  fliould  have  Caufe 
to  repent  of  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  flie  (hould 
have  Real'on  to  applaud  his  Behaviour.  God  for- 
bid^ fays  he,  I  Jhould  offer  to  rob  a  Perfon  of  her 
Honour^  ivbo  prizes  it  fo  highly.  I  will  even  ufe 
mv  Endeavours  tcfecure  it,  fortver,  frotn  the  Attacks 
cf  Poverty.  Saying  this,  he  fent  for  the  young  Wo- 
nian's  Mother,  and  prcfenting  her  to  her,  faid, 
Jlne  are  four  hundred  Crowns  for  your  Daughter's 
Portion,  and  an  hundred  more  to  buy  her  Clothes. 
Heaven  is  my  IVitnefs  that  I  would  do  ?nore  for  her 
If  it  laid  in  my  Power.  Get  her  therefore  a  Huf- 
hand  as  foon  as  you  can,  and  endeavour,  by  procuring 
her  a  happy  Efiablijhitient^  to  repair  the  Injury  you 
iy.tendedto  do  her. 

U  wc  rnquire,  excellent  Ifaac,  into  the  noblcH: 
and  moll:  generous  Adlions  performed  among  the 
Ancients,  I  queftion  whether  we  fliall  find  many 
of  a  brighter  Call.  What  a  Number  of  Incidents, 
worthy  the  Efteem  of  Pofterity,  have  happened  in 
our  Age,  which  yet,  by  their  not  having  been  taken 
Notice  of  by  fjme  Writer,  will  be  buried  in  eter- 
nal Oblivion  ?  If  our  Defcendants  fliould  admire 
former  Ages  more  than  the  prefcnt,  this  will  not 
be  the  Fault  of  a  confiderablc  Number  of  wife  and 
virtuous  Perfons  living  at  this  Time,  but  that  of 
the  Hillorians,  who  chufe  to  fill  their  Works  with 
an  hundred  trifling  Rhapfodies  rather  than  with 
fome  inll:ru6l.ve  Incidents. 

I  will 
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I  will  conclude  my  Letter,  dear  Ifiac,  with  an 
Adventure  of  the  like  Kind,  which  happened  in 
cur  Days,  to  an  illuftrious  German  Cardinal,  who 
died  not  many  Years  fmce.  He  refided  commonly 
in  Rome,  and  the  Poor  confidered  him  as  their  Pa- 
rent; he  fpending  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Reve- 
nues in  their  Relief.  An  ancient  Woman  in  parti- 
cular, was  fenfible  of  the  great  Generofity  of  this 
venerable  Prelate.  She  was  feized  by  a  Citizen 
of  Rome,  to  whom  fhe  owed  fifteen  Crowns,  with- 
out being  able  to  pay  him.  The  Creditor  was  for 
ever  threatning  to  fue  her,  when  (he  always  begg'd 
him  to  have  Patience,  promifmg  to  pay  him  at  a 
certain  Time,  which  {he  yet  was  not  able  to  do. 
One  Day,  as  fhe  was  going  to  her  Creditor's,  in 
order  to  procure,  if  poffible,  a  farther  Delay,  her 
Daughter,  who  was  a  very  beautiful  young  Wo- 
man, went  along  with  her.  Immediately  the  luft- 
ful  Italian  fixing  his  Eyes  on  this  blooming  Fair, 
felt  certain  Motions,  and  ofFer'd  to  give  the  Mo- 
ther a  Receipt  in  full,  in  Cafe  he  might  have  the 
Satisfailion  of  lying  with  her  Daughter.  The 
wretched  Parent  promifed  that  he  (hould,  in  Cafe 
file  did  not  bring  him  the  Money  in  a  Week. 
During  this  Interval,  fhe  did  nothing  but  bewail 
her  Fate  with  inceiTant  Tears  ;  but  this  was  of  no 
Service  towards  her  getting  the  Money.  At  laft, 
there  remain'd  but  one  Day  ;  after  which,  flie  mult 
either  pay  the  Debt,  or  deliver  up  her  Daughter. 
In  this  Extremity  fhe  refolved  to  addrefs  the  Car- 
dinal, of  whofe  Generofity  (he  had  heard  fo  many 
Encomiums,  by  Perfons  in  the  like  unhappy  Cir- 
cumfbnces  with  herfelf.  Accordingly,  flie  threw 
herfelf  at  his  Feet,  and  confeffed  to  him  the  fad 
Dilemma  (he  was  in.  The  Cardinal  immediately 
gave  her  an  Order  upon  his  Treafurer,  to  the  A- 
niount  of  fixty  Crov/ns.     The  good  Woman  did 

not 
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not  know  the  Contents  of  the  Order,  ({he  not  be- 
ing able  to  read)  fo  was  vaftly  furprized  when 
threefcore  Crowns  were  counted  out  to  her.  The 
Clerk,  who  was  for  paying  her  the  Money,  could 
never  prevail  upon  her  to  take  it,  fhe  faying,  that 
his  Eminence  muft  certainly  be  miftaken,  fhe  hav- 
ing defired  no  more  than  fifteen  Crowns.  The 
Treafurer  would  not  take  the  Order,  but  upon 
Condition  that  fhe  fhould  receive  the  whole  Sum  ; 
but  (he  was  inflexible  in  her  Refolution.  She  then 
return'd  to  the  Cardinal,  when  giving  him  back 
his  Order  :  Tou7'  Emine7ice^  fa)'s  fhe,  jjjuj}  be  mijC- 
taken,  in  zvriting  ftxty  Crozuns  injlead  of  fifteen, 
ycur  Treafurer  would  not  take  the  Order,  except  I 
received  the  whole  Sum  ;  and  I  could  never  prevail 
upon  him  to  count  me  cut  only  the  Money  I  asked  for. 
The  Cardinal  admiring  the  Probity  of  this  poor 
Woman,  rewarded  her  in  the  moft  liberal  Manner. 
Tou  are  in  the  right,  fays  he,  /  was  mifiaken.  In- 
Jlead  of  Threefcore  I  intended  to  put  five  Hundred,' 
Go,  honefl  Woman  \  don't  give  your f elf  the  Trouble  to 
come  any  more  ;  and  ivith  this  Money  pur  chafe  a  good 
Husband  for  your  Daughter, 

1  know  not.  Friend  Ifaac,  which  of  thefe  two 
A6tions  is  moft  praife-worthy,  that  of  the  Cardi- 
nal, or  that  of  the  Woman  above-mentioned.  Had 
this  Incident  happened  among  the  ancient  Romans^ 
Livy,  FloruSy  Tacitus,  Suetonius,  and  J^alerius 
Alaximus  would  have  inferted  it  in  their  Works  ; 
and  perhaps  no  modern  Hiftorian  may  ev^er  make 
the  leail  Mention  of  it. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  good  Ifaac,  live  contented  and 
happy,  and  always  do  Juftice  to  any  generous  Ac- 
tions thou  mayefl  difcovcr. 

London^  the-^ — * 
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LETTER     CLXXVI. 

Aaron  Monceca,  /<?  Jacob  Brito. 

'T^  H  E  furprizing  Cataftrophes,  worthy  Brlio^ 
^  that  happen  fo  frequently  in  Africay  and  the 
tragical  Death  of  the  Alger'nie  Princes  whom  thou 
fpakeft  to  me  of  in  thy  iafl  Letters,  made  me  re- 
flect on  the  fad  Fate  of  m:my  European  Princes, 
who,  one  would  have  imagined,  upon  all  Accounts, 
muft  have  been  fecure  from  any  cruel  Revcrfes  of 
Fortune.  Their  Unhappincfs  was  fo  much  the 
greater,  as  it  was  impoiJible  for  them  ever  to  think 
of  preparing,  in  their  Security,  a  proper  Succour 
againft  the  fiid  Fate  that  opprefled  them  on  a  fud- 
den  ;  and  in  this  they  were  much  more  to  be  pi- 
tied than  the  African  Princes. 

When  an  Algerine  Monarch  is  crowned,  the 
Death  which  his  Predeceflbr  came  to,  informs  him 
what  }>e  may  expedl  his  own  to  be  ;  at  lead  it  fur- 
niflies  him  with  a  large  Scope  for  refle£ling  on  the 
JnftabiJity  of  all  human  Grandeur.  But  a  French 
Monarch,  or  a  German  Sovereign,  fee  nothing, 
upon  their  afcending  the  Throne,  but  the  Glory 
that  furrounds  it;  and  are  even  perfuaded,  that  it 
would  be  impoffible  for  a  Thunder  bolt  to  fi:rike 
them  from  it.  Neverthelefs,  fpite  of  the  Prefump- 
tion  of  thofe  Kings,  intoxicated  with  Pride  and 
Vanity,  how  many  of  them,  after  being  raifed  to 
the  highefl:  Point  of  Felicity  and  Glory,  have, 
at  laft,  been  plunged  into  an  Abyfs  of  Misfor- 
tunes ? 
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tunes  ?  Some  of  them  have  been  treated  with  as 
great  Ignominy  as  the  mod  abandoned  Villains ; 
and  the  Remembrance  of  the  Evils  they  fuffered 
ftill  intimidates  thofe  who  read  the  Hiftories  of 
the  fad  P'all  and  tragical  End  of  a  great  Number  of 
Monarchs.  Without  calling  to  mind  the  Misfor- 
tunes of  fo  many  Princes  and  great  Men,  Relati- 
ons of  which  are  found  in  ancient  Hiftory  ;  and 
paffing  over  Marius,  Cato^  Regulus,  and  a  vaft 
many  more;  if  we  fix  only  on  the  deplorable  End 
of  Pompey^  how  vaft  a  Field  is  opened  to  us,  for 
reflecfting  on  the  uncertain  Fate  of  the  greateft 
Men,  how  exalted  foever  their  Power  and  Authority 
may  have  been  ?  A  Monarch,  as  a  Leflbn  for  him 
not  to  be  proud  of  his  high  Condition,  need  but 
confider  oiFoinpey^  fome  time  before  tlie  Battle  of 
Pharfalia.  He  fees  him  Mafter  over  thofe  v/ho 
held  the  Sovereignty  of  the  World  ;  more  abfolute 
in  the  Senate  than  a  King  in  the  Midft  of  his  Privy 
Council  ;  at  the  Head  of  a  noble  Army,  and  com- 
manding over  a  Crowd  of  Kings.  It  is.  impoffible 
for  Man  to  be  furrounded  with  a  brighter  Blaze  of 
Glory  :  Yet  how  was  it  afterwards  clouded  ;  and 
how  wretched  was  the  Fate  of  that  illuftrious 
Roman^  when  he  fled  from  the  Fields  of  Phar- 
falia P  He  is  profcribed,  and  forfaken  by  all  his 
Allies;  cannot  lind  an  Afylum  even  in  thofe 
Places,  where,  but  a  little  before,  he  commanded  ; 
and  he,  at  lad:,  is  butchered  by  a  parcel  of  vile 
Slaves,  by  inhmous  Egyptians,  who  would  not  have 
tiared  to  infult  the  mcaneft  Ro?uan  Soldier.  At 
the  Time  that  he  is  killed,  his  few  remaining 
Friends,  inftc<ad  of  ufing  their  Endeavours  to  fuc- 
cour  him,  are  wholly  taken  up  with  their  own 
p'ears  ;  do  not  allow  themfelves  Time  to  pity  him  ; 
and  only  conlider'how  they  may  bcli  lecure  their 

•  vn 
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own  Lives  by  Flight  *.  What  a  dreadful  End, 
excellent  Britc^  was  this !  What  a  dreadful  Exam- 
ple is  it  of  the  Capri cioufnefs  of  Fortune!  what 
Man  could  ever  have  believed,  when  Pompey  went 
to  the  Capitol  in  Triumph,  that  one  Day  this  Hero, 
the  Admiration  of  the  whole  World,  ftiould  be 
fentenced  to  die  by  a  few  miferable  Egyptians  P 
Would  not  any  Perfon  who  (hould  have  foretold 
fuch  a  Thing  have  been  looked  upon  as  a  Mad- 
man ? 

Such  Cataftrophes,  good  BriiOy  occur  not  only 
among  the  Anti'ents,  the  later  Ages  abound  but 
too  much  in  them  ;  modern  Hiftory  is  full  of 
them,  and  relates  fome  that  are  ftill  more  terrible^ 
There  is  nothing  infamous  in  Pompey's  Death, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  a  Confequence  attend- 
ing on  the  Calamities  of  War.  But  within  thefe 
few  Centuries,  there  is  no  Kingdom,  not  even  fuch 
as  boaft  the  moft  happy  Frame  of  Government,  in 
Europe,  but  furnifh  fome  fatal  Tragedy,  attended 
with  fuch  Circumftances  as  even  fright  fuch  as  are 
moft  ufed  to  reflect  on  the  Inconlbncy  of  For- 
tune. 

Before  we  come  to  the  moft  civilized  Nations, 
let  us  ftop.  Friend  Brito,  fome  time  in  Conflanti- 
nople.  Let  us  take  a  View  of  Ofman,  carried 
through  all  the  Streets,  fixed  upon  an  Afs;  and 
infulted  in  the  moft  cruel  A/Ianner  by  the  mad  Po- 
pulace, and  the  infolent  Soldiery.     Thofe  very  Ja-- 

*  Conftabat  eos  qui  occidentem  Vulnerihus  Cn.  Pompeium 
widijfent,  cum  in  illo  ipfo  acerhtj/xvio  miferrimoque  Spe^ia- 
culo  fihi  timer ent^  quod  fe  Clajfe  Hojiium  circumfufos  <vide- 
rent,  nihil  turn  aliud  egijfe  mft  ut  Remiges  hortarentur^  ^ 
ut  Salutem  adipifcerentur  Fugd,  pojiquam  Tyrum  <venijfent 
turn  adfiidari  lamentarique  caepijfe.  Cicero,  Orat.  ad  JBrtf- 
tum.  Cap.  Nil. 

I  mzaries 
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nizaries  who  then  fpit  in  Ofman*s  Face,  did  not 
dare  to  fpeak  to  him,  two  Days  before,  when  they 
were  proftrate  at  his  Feet,  and  afraid  of  lifting  up 
their  Eyes  to  him.  Who  could  ever  have  believed 
that  an  Emperor,  fprung  from  the  Blood  of  the 
Ottomans,  fo  highly  revered  by  the  Turks^  and  fo 
dear  to  the  Soldiers,  would  ever  have  fufFered  In- 
dignities to  which  a  Nazareue  condemned  to  die 
for  the  moft  enormous  Crimes,  was  never  expofed  ? 
I  am  certain,  dear  Brito,  that  thofe  who  infulted 
Ofman  in  this  fhameful  Manner,  far  from  think- 
ing, a  Month  before  their  InfurrecSlion,  that  fuch 
a  Revolution  could  ever  have  been  brought  about, 
would  have  killed  any  Perfon  who  fliould  have 
dared  to  hint  any  fuch  Thing.  For  the  Janiza- 
ries to  dethrone  their  Sultan,  and  facrifice  his  Life 
to  his  SuccefTor,  this  is  feen  fo  very  often,  that  it 
does  not  any  way  furprize.  But  for  thefe  very  Ja- 
nizaries  to  infult  the  Blood  and  the  Name  of  the 
Ottomans  ;  to  refufe  Honours  of  every  Kind  to  the 
Body  of  the  Prince  murthered  by  them  ;  to  ex- 
pofe  him  to  the  Scorn  of  the  Populace  before  they 
deliver  him  up  to  the  Mutes  armed  with  the  deadly 
Bow-ftring,  this  is  a  moft  extraordinary  Circum- 
ftance,  and  proves  the  ftrange  Lengths  to  which  the 
Caprice  of  Fortune  may  go. 

Bajazefs  Fate,  how  cruel  foever,  docs  not  flrike 
fo  much  as  that  of  Ofman.  The  former  was  forced 
to  fubmit  to  whatever  Punifhment  a  proud  vi(^ori- 
ous  Enemy  fhould  pleafe  to  inflid-l:  upon  him.  Tho* 
he  might  not  expert  to  be  treated  with  fo  much  Se- 
verity as  he  met  with  from  Tamerlane^  yet  he  could 
not  buc  believe  that  the  Vicftor  would  take  a  fharp 
Revenge.  The  latter,  on  the  contrary,  had  Cuf- 
tom,  Prejudices,  Superftition,  Reafon  and  Equity 
on  his  fide  j  and  yet  thefe  could  not  fave  him. 

It 
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It  were  to  be  wifhed,  worthy  Bnto,  that  the 
Calamities  which  have  befallen  fev^eral  Princes,  had 
made  as  ftrong  an  IinprefTion  on  the  Minds  of  their 
Succeflbrs,  as  the  Misfortunes  of  Bajazet  did  on 
thofe  of  the  Otto?nan  Princes.  How  much  would 
this  diminifh  the  Abufes  found  In  Eurcpe  !  whereas 
the  Tiirkijh  Sultans,  thro'  a  falfe  and  ridiculous 
Jhame,  have  left  off  the  Cuftom  of  marrying,  to 
prevent  the  Ottoman  Blood  from  being  ever  expofed 
again  to  the  Infults  which  that  Prince  met  with, 
when,  being  fhut  up  in  an  Iron  Cage,  Tamerlane 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  attended  by  Bajazet'%  Wives, 
Hark  naked :  To  prevent,  I  fay,  Accidents  that 
never  happen  but  once,  and  cure  an  imaginary  Evil 
by  a  real  one,  the  European  Monarchs  fhould  have 
enaf^ed  Laws,  forbidding  their  Succeflbrs  to  en- 
croach upon  the  Rights  of  their  Subjecfis ;  and  en- 
joining them  to  confider  their  People  in  the  fame 
amiable  Light  as  a  Father  does  his  Children.  The 
tragical  End  of  feveral  Nazarene  Monarchs  would 
have  fu ggefted  Arguments  enough  to  them  to  efta- 
blifli  fuch  Laws  ;  equally  ufeful  to  the  Security  of 
the  Sovereign,  and  the   l^ranquility   of  the  Sub- 

jea. 

When  I  examine,  dear  Brito^  the  fad  End  of  fe-  • 
veral  Nazarene  Princes,  and  of  fome  Princefles  of 
the  fame  Religion,  this  furprizes  me  Hill  more 
than  the^  Catalhophe  of  Bajazet  and  Ofman.  Ani- 
ons "of  the  moft  cruel  and  bloody  Nature  may  na- 
turally be  expedied  among  Nations  fubjedl  to  perpe- 
tual Revolutions,  who  are  guided  folely  by  their 
Caprice  and  firft  Impulfes.  J3ut  that,  in  polite 
Nations,  who  profefs  to  follow  the  Dilates  of  right 
Reafon,  fo  many  Monarchs  fliould  have  come  to 
fo  ignominious  an  End,  this  is  a^  Circumftance  I 
fcaice  know  how  to  account  fur  j    and  it  cannot 

but 
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but  fugged  a  fpacious  Field  for  Refle6lIon  to  all 
who  Itucly  the  Heart  of  Man. 

The  firft  ^intimcly  End,  that  now  occurs  to 
me,  is  that  of  5;-^^;;t'/j^7//,  Queen  of /'r(^?7ir^.  I  will 
not  pretend  to  fay,  whether  that  Princefs  was  real- 
Jy  guilty  of  all  the  enormous  Crimes  laid  to  her 
Charge.  Some  very  eminent  Authors  attempted 
to  apologize  for  her  in  the  laft  Age;  and,  a  Cir- 
cumftance  which  fcems  to  confirm  their  Opinion  is, 
the  Elogiums  beflowed  upon  her  by  a  famous  Ro^ 
man  Pontiff*,  he  applauding  her  to  theSkies.  Be  this 
as  it  will,  how  blame-worthy  foever  her  Conduct 
may  have  been,  yet  thofe  who  puniflied  her  fliould 
have  paid  a  Regard  to  her  Birth  and  P^ank;  ani 
have  refpeded,  in  her  Perfon,  tliat  of  other  Mo- 
narchs.  I'he  Laws  of  Decency  and  of  Rcafon,  and 
the  Dignity  which  the  Throne  claims,  require 
the  widelr  Difference  to  be  made  between  the  Pu- 
nifiiment  of  a  Queen,  and  that  of  a  Highway- 
man, or  AfTaflin.  Neverthelefs,  the  ill  fated 
Brunehalt  met  with  a  more  cruel  Treatment  than 
that  infliv.T:ed  on  Car  touch  and  Guignay'd  the  Je- 
fuit.  She  zvas  fentcncedi  fays  a  celebrated  Hiftorianf , 
ij  h:  tcrtured  three  Days  in  private  ;  after  which  Jhe 
was  carried  upon  a  Camel  all  through  the  Camp,  nst 
fo  much  in  the  Defign  that  her  Army  might  'behold 
her  in  that  -wretched  Difguife,  fis  that  /he  might  be 
treated  in  the  moji  injurious  -Manner  pojjible  by  ths 
meaueji  Individuals  belonging  to  it.  /It  lajl  Jlje  vjas 
jentenccd  to  he  tied,  by  the  Hair  and  Hands,  to  the 
.  T^ail  of  a  fiery  Horfe,  and  dragged  in  this  Manner 
through  the  Dung- fields,  'till  J])e  zuas  dead.  This 
Sentence  being  i?n?nediately  put  in  Execution,  the 
^ueen,    the  Injlant  the  Horfe  fie  was  tied  upon  zvas 

*  Gregory  tiic  Great. 

t  Pafqait^r,  Recherches  de  la  France,  Li-jre  X.  Ch.^. 
XIX.  p^g.  957. 

Vol.  V.  H  (purr: J, 
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fpurre(\y  had  her  Brains  heat  out ;  and  in  that  d'lf- 
mat  Condition  Jhe  was  dragged  through  Hedges^ 
Brambles^  Briars^  and  over  Rocks,  till  her  Body  was 
fo  torUy  that  what  remained  of  it  had  fear  ce  the  Ap- 
pearance  of  a  Carcafs,  What  a  fad  Fate,  dear  BritOy 
>vas  this  for  a  Qi^ieen  of  France  !  How  dreadful  an 
Example  was  it  of  the  Juftice  of  Heaven  !  and  what 
a  LeHbn  for  all  crown'd  Heads  was  the  ignominious 
Punifhment  of  this  Princefs  ! 

Joan  Queen  of  Naples  came  to  as  difaftrous  an 
End.  Being  befieged  in  the  Fortrefs  of  Chateau- 
7ieuf,  by  Charles  Durazzo,  tlie  King  of  Hungary's 
Coufm,  fhe  furrendered  herfelf  •,  not  doubting  but 
he  would  {hew  her  the  Regard  due  to  her  Birth  and 
to  her  exalted  Rank.  However,  fhe  was  greatly 
miftaken ;  for  this  General,  by  Order  of  King  Lewis, 
caufed  her  to  he  fir  angled  and  hanged  in  that  Place^ 
'ujhere  Jhe  had  caufed  King  Andrew,  one  of  her  four 
Husbands,  to  be  flrangled.  A  filken  Halter  was  ufed 
at  this  cruel  E:f.ecution ;  f)e  having  commanded  the 
like  Inftrument  to  he  employed,  in  putting  her  Huf 
hand  to  Death.  This  Princefs  was  juftly  punifhed 
for  her  diflblute  and  bloody  Actions :  and  it  ought 
to  ferve  as  a  Memento  to  thofe  Princes,  who,  in- 
toxicated with  their  Grandeur  and  Power,  fondly 
imagine  that  the  Throne  is  able  to  fecure  them  from 
the  Vengeance  of  Heaven. 

There  are  but  few  in  this  Age,  who  pity  the  two 
Princefes,  whofe  Misfortunes  I  have  juft  now  feC 
before  thee,  or  think  that  they  met  with  too  fevere 
a  Fate.  As  thefe  were  charged  with  perpetrating 
the  blackcfi:  Crimes,  the  Ignominy  of  their  x-^dions 
lefic-n  very  much  the  Deteilation  in  which  Mankind 
hold  fuch  as  have  ftruck  at  the  Majelly  of  IVinces 
in  general,  and  failed  in  the  molf  eiTential  Duties. 
But  what  are  w^  to  think  of  thof*  who  put  to  death, 
upQxi  a  Scaffold  J  Princes  an(i  PnUceiTe5,  whofc  Vir- 
tue, 
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tue,  Rectitude,  and  Goodnefs  were  known  to  all 
Europe  F  How  aftoniflied  is  a  wife  Man,  a  Piii- 
lofopher,  at  reading  the  Story  of  the  Lady  Jang 
Grey,  lofing  her  Head  upon  a  Scaffold,  tho'  guilty 
of  no  other  Crime  than  the  Rebellion  and  Infurrec- 
tion  of  her  proud  Parents  ? 

Charles  I.  was  equally  ill  fated,  though  not  fo 
innocent.  This  Prince,  who,  during  foine  Years, 
was  (q  much  adored  by  the  Englijh,  that  they  cut 
off  the  Nofe  and  Ears  of  an  infolent  Divine,  who 
had  written  difrefpc6irully  of  that  Monarch,  loft 
his  Head  upon  a  Scaffold,  in  the  Sight  of  thofe  very- 
People  who,  a  little  before,  had  w^rfliipped  him. 
He  was  led  to  the  Scaffold  by  a  Mai.  of  very  little 
Figure,  who,  raifing  himfdf  infenfibly  to  the  high- 
eft  Employments,  prefumed,  at  laft,  to  talce  the 
auguft  Title  of  Proteclor  of  the^  E?ig I ijl)  Nation  ; 
a  Title,  in  my  Opiniorij  an  hundred  Times  more 
auguft.  more  energetic,  and  pompous,  than  that  of 
King  and  Emperor, 

What  an  Example,  worthy  Brito,  is  this  of  the 
Decrees  of  Providence  !  and  how  ftrong  an  Impref- 
fion  ought  it  to  make  upon  the  Minds  of  Kings? 
Inftead  of  the  Fables  and  Intrigues,  which  are  ge- 
nerally the  Suhjed^s,  in  Painting,  that  adorn  the 
Galleries  of  Princes,  methinks  they  iliould  make 
choice  of  the  Misfortunes  o{  Charles  I;  and  order 
the  enfuing  Infcription  to  be  written  under  this  Se- 
ries of  Painting,  as  a  Leffon  to  themfelves  and  their 
Succeffors.     Kings  of  the  Earth,    Learn 

BY  THIS  DREADFUL  ExAMTLE,  THAT  NEI- 
THER YOUR  Rank  nor  PovvER  can  secure 
YOU  from  the  most  cruel  Reverses  of 
Fortune.  He  who  put  the  Scepter  in- 
to YOUR  Hands,  ma.y  take  it  from  you 
IN  AN  Instant.     Without  his  Aid,  what 

ARE    YOU    ABLE    TO    ATCHIEVE  ?      YoU    ARE 
H    2  MER£ 
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MERE  Worms,  to  whom  he  has  given 
SOME  Power  over  Worms  like  them- 
selves. Beseech,  therefore,  him  by 
whose  Power  you  exist,    to  enable  you 

ALWAYS  to  follow  THE  DICTATES  OF  JUS- 
TICE, IN  ORDER  THAT  YOUR  SUBJECTS  MAY 
BE  PRESERVED  FROM  A  SpiRIT  OF  ENTHUSI- 
ASM, Confusion  and  Rebellion.  In  my 
Opinion,  dear  Brito^  fuch  an  Infcription  would  be 
ftill  more  ufeful  than  that  which  is  feen  in  all  the 
Tribunals  of  Juftice  in  France,     Discite  Justi- 

TIAM   MONITI,    ET   NON   TE.-MNERE    DIVOS*. 

At  the  fame  time,  dear  Brito^  that  I  difapprove 
the  Cruelty  exercifed  by  Subjeds  over  their  Mo- 
narchs,  I  would  not  pretend  to  authorize  the  In- 
juftice  and  Tyranny  of  Monarchs  over  their  Sub- 
jefls.  God  forbid  I  fhould  ever  run  into  fuch  an 
Extreme.  I  only  wlfh  that  each  Party  would  do 
the  other  Juftice ;  and  that  the  Virtues  in  Kings 
might  not  be  confounded  with  the  Vices.  When  I 
read  the  mighty  Atchievements  of  .'f/^A-^wi^r,  I  be- 
ilow  upon  him  the  Praifes  which  an  illuftrious  Con- 
queror deferves :  But  when  I  cafl:  my  Eye  on  the 
iTiurthered  Clitus,  I  feel  my  Bofom  burn  with  the 
Indignation  which  the  Sight  of  an  AfTaflin  infpires. 
I  then  do  not  fee  Alexander^  but  a  frantic  Wretch. 
The  exalted  Adions  of  Heroes  and  Heroines  ought 
not  to  have  fuch  an  Effe6^,  as  to  make  us  confider 
their  Vices  and  Crimes  as  fo  many  good  Qualities. 

Enjoy  thy  Flealth,  good  Brito  ;  may  thy  Life 
be  propitious  and  contented  ;  and  detefting  thofe 
who  foment  Murders  and  Pvcbell ions,  entertain  al- 
ways the  moft  refpectful  Awe  for  the  God  oilJraeU 


London^  the 
Virgil,  i£neid.  Lihr,  VI. 
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LETTER     CLXXVII. 

Aaron    Mon  c  e  c  a  /<?  Isa  ac   Onis,  <« 

C  A  R  A  I  T  E,  formerly  a   Rabbi  at    Coa- 
flainincple. 

Tj^OR  ever  iludi'ous,  Friend  Jfaac^  to  get  as  much 
*•  Light  as  poffible  into  the  Manners  and  Way 
of  thinking  cf  the  Engl'ijh^  I  examine  very  care- 
fully their  moH:  minute  Actions  j  and  liften  very 
attentively  to  all  their  Difcourfes,  how  inconfidcra- 
ble  foever  they  may  appear.  I  have  got  acquainted 
with  tvi'O  Englljhmen^  who  are  juft  returned  frora 
their  Travels  thro*  France  and  Italy  ;  and  as  they 
differ  widely  in  the  Difpofition  and  Caft  of  their 
Minds,  I  take  a  great  Pleafure  in  comparing  the 
different  Relations  they  give  of  their  Adventures, 
and  fuch  Particulars  as  afle^led  them  mofl  flrongiy.. 
The  firfl  is  a  difcreet,  wifv;  Man;  one  who  confi- 
ders  Perfons  of  all  Nations  as  his  Brethren  and 
Countrymen  ;  pitying,  but  not  defpifing,  thofe 
whofe  Minds  are  clouded  by  Superftition  j  and  im- 
putmg  their  Errors  to  the  Force  of  Prejudice,  and 
the  Unhappinefs  of  their  Situation,  rather  than  to  a 
Weaknefs  of  Mind.  The  fecond,  on  the  contrary, 
is  a  true  Englljhman^  approving  nothing  but  wiiat 
he  fees  in  London  ;  hating  all  Foreigners  In  general  ; 
not  fatisfying  himfelf  with  the  Applaufes  due  to  the 
great  Men  and  the  eminent  Writers  to  which  Eng- 
land has  given  Birth  \  but  firmly  believing  that,  out 

H  3  of 


150  TZ?^  Jewish  Spy.     Let.  177. 

of  his  native  Country,  there  cannot  be  any  able 
Generals  or  good  Writers ;  as  if  Valour  and  Genius 
were  to  be  met  with  only  in  Ejigland -,  and  that 
God  created  the  Men  of  ether  Nations  with  only 
three  Senfes. 

The  other  Day,  I  asked  the  Traveller  who  was 
io  ftrongly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  his  native  Coun- 
try, what  it  was  that  prompted  him  to  vifit  other 
Nations?  *'  What  was  the  Motive,  fays  I,  of  your 
•*  vifiting  France  and  Italy?  Why  did  you  take 
•'  the  Pains  to  travel  at  fo  great  a  Diftance,  merely 
*'  to  vifit  Places  and  Things  which  could  be  of  no 
**  Service  to  you  ?  If  you  was  defirous  of  feeing 
*'  nothing  but  Houfes,  Forefts,  Mountains,  and 
*'^  Rivers,  you  might  have  found  all  thefe  in  Eng- 
**  lanci^  without  running  fo  far."  /  zvent  to  Italy, 
replied  he,  to  get  a  Sight  of  the  Opera  at  Venice  ; 
Olid  to  fee  the  yubilee  in  Rome.  *'  How  I  replied 
*•  /,  you  travelled  above  five  hundred  Leagues, 
**  merely  to  hear  a  Female  warble  ;  and  to  get  a 
*'  Sight  of  fome  childifli  Ceremonies,  which  you 
*'  would  be  the  fir  ft  to  ridicule  j  and  did  not  con- 
"  defccnd  to  enquire  whether,  in  the  many  Cities 
*'  you  pafied  through,  there  was  not  fome  Philo- 
**  fopher,  fome  Man  of  Senfe,  who  deferved  a  Vifit 
*'  from  you,  and  whefe  judicious  Converfations 
•'  might  be  of  Advantage  to  you  ?  How  man)'  are 
*'  there  in  Italy,  where  you  faw  only  Priefts,  in 
''  grotcfque  Habits,  muttering  before  marble  Al- 
''  tars  ;  where,  you  heard  none  but  Women  and 
*'  Half- men  fmg  upon  a  Stage  -,  how  many,  I  fay, 
*'  able  Mathematicians  are  there,  how  many  illu- 
*'  ftrious  Geometricians  and  great  Naturalifts ;  in 
*'  a  word,  excellent  Philofophers,  who  could  have 
*'  entertained  you  with  Converfations  infinitely 
''  more  delightful  to  the  Mind,  than  the  alluring, 
"  but  tianfient  Sounds  of  Fdztjlina  and   Cuzzoni*^ 

"  Voice? 
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"  Voice?  I  (hould  not  wonder  if  a  Man,  who  was 
"  defirous  of  enlightning  his  Underftanding,  that  an 
*'  Englijhman  who  was  pafTionately  defirous  of  cul- 
*'  tivaiing  his  own  Genius,  fhould  fet  out  from  Lon- 
"  don^  for  Ch'ina^  merely  to  ftudy  Confucitis's  Phi- 
«'  Jofophy.  But  for  a  Traveller  to  ramble  over, 
'*  like  a  Madman,  for  two  or  three  Years,  Part  of 
"  Europe^  merely  to  fee  Porticos  and  Columns, 
<*  and  to  hear  Muficians  ;  and  to  be  entirely  unac- 
*'  quainted  with  the  learr.ed  Men  found  in  the  fc-  v 
<'  veral  Countries  into  which  he  travels  i  that,  at 
*'  his  Return  home,  he  fhould  defpife  illultrious 
"  Men  whom  he  never  {aw  ;  fhould  judge  of  the 
"  Learning  and  Knowledge  of  Algarotti  by  the 
"  warbling  of  an  Opera-finger;  of  the  Merit  of 
"  Marquis  Mapi  by  the  Front  of  St.  Mark's  Pa-- 
"  lace;  of  the  profound  Knowledge  of  fome  Ro- 
<^  7nan  Antiquaries,  by  the  BlefTings  of  the  Roman 
*'  Pontiff,  and  the  Avarice  and  Luxury  of  the 
*'  Prelates  who  furround  him  :  This  appears  to  me 
*'  very  extraordinary,  efpecially  in  an  Evglijhman 
"  who  pretends  to  Rellc^^ion. 

"  Be  fo  good,  continued  /,  as  to  tell  rpe  what  it 
*'  was  that  drew  you  \nx.Qt  France  ?  Were  you  in- 
*'  duced  to  vifit  it  from  as  trifling  Motives,  as  thofe 
"  which  prompted  you  to  go  into  Italy  ?  "  I  went 
to  fee  France,  replied  the  Englijhman^  hecanfe  all 
Per  fans  of  a  certain  DiJlinSfion  travel  thither.  People 
mujt  always  be  in  the  FaJJnon.  By  the  zvay,  though 
I  amufed  my  [elf  in  Paris,  /  yet  faiv  nothing  in  that 
City  which  made  me  entertain  a  very  advantageous 
Idea  of  the  Genius  of  the  French.  All  thoje  ivho 
were  reprefented  to  me  as  Men  cf  IVit^  were  a  Par- 
cel of  Jhallozv  Fcps^  who  fotneti?nes  threw  out  their 
"Jokes i  or  rather  IVaggeries^  heightned  by  certain 
lively  Flafjcs.  But  we  donU  call  this  JVit  in  Eng- 
land ;    we  requiring  all  fprightly  Touches  to  be  fca- 

H  4  foned 
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fcned  by  Reafon^  and  by  wife  Reflexions,  '*  Is  this 
**  then,  fays  /,  the  Idea  you  have  formed  to  your- 
"  /elf  of  the  Frsyich  Nation?  And  this  you  take 
"  from  the  Lights  which  thofe  you  ufed  to  frequent 
•*  in  Paris  have  furnifhed  you  with  ?  But  pray, 
^^'  continued  /,  do  you  kno-w  Fontenelle^  Prefident 
"  de  Montcfqinou^  or  Voltaire  f  Was  ^ou  ever  in 
*•  the  Company  of  Cajjlni  or  Maupertuis  F  The  laft 
*'  mentioned  are  thought  to  be  Mafters  of  fome- 
**  thing  more  than  Wit?  "  A^^,  replied  iht  Eng^ 
ilj'hman  ;  /  a?n  an  utter  Stranger  to  the  Perfons  you 
jpeak  of,  Theyfurely  never  go  to  the  Opera  :  I  never 
once  heard  their  Names  mentioned  In  the  Pit,  much 
lefs  in  the  Hoiifcs  ivhere  I  ufed  to  tipple.  I  ne- 
ver once  heard  the?nfpcke  of  at  the  Hotel  de  Gevres, 
iit  the  Marchio7iefs  de  *  *  *,  at  the  Count efs  de 
'-•'  *  *,  nor  in  the  public  Walks,  Where  elfe  then 
tould  I  have  got  acquainted  with  the?n  ?  "  In  any 
''  other  Places,  replied  /,  but  thofe  you  have  named 
"  to  me.  You  might  ealily  have  met  with  them 
"  in  the  AfTemblies  of  the  Learned,  in  the  Aca- 
*'  demies,  at  the  Houfes  of  Perfons  of  diflinguiflieJ 
*'  Knovv^ledge,  in  thofe  Convents  where  Learning 
*'  is  cultivated,  ^'c.  What  Opinion  would  you 
**  entertain  of  me,  if,  at  my  Return  to  Confianti^ 
*^  fiDpU^  I  (liould  form  a  Judgment  of  the  Merit  of 
*'  the  Eriglljh^  from  thofe  Perfons  I  had  fpoke  to 
'*  in  Coffee- hou fes ;  from  fome  Writers  of  tli€ 
*'  loweft  Clafs ;  and  from  fome  impertinent  Politi- 
*'  cians,  who  ground  the  Projects  they  invent  on 
<'  the  good  Opinion  they  entertain  of  themfelves 
*'  and  their  Countrymen  ?  Would  you  not  take 
"  me  to  be  either  a  Fool  or  a  Madman,  if  meet- 
"  ing  me  in  the  Atmeldan  *,  you  fliould  hear  me 
«'  addrefs  a  Turk  in  thefe Words?   London,  In  which 

*  lihe  ancient  Hippodrome. 

V    Ire- 
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«'  I  reftdedftx  Months^  is  a  City  peopled  with  proud 

*'  Madmen^  who fe  chief  Fren%y  is  their  fuppofing  no 

"  Creatures  deferve  to  be  called  Men  hut  themfches, 

*'  The  Bufinefs  of  People  who  are  troubled  with  fo 

'«  ivKwiftcal  a  Dijlernper^    as  that  I  mention^    is  to 

''  cabal  againfl    the    Minifry.      They  are  eternally 

*'  talking  about  the  ancient  Governmetit  of  Greece: 

*'  and  many  a  Man^  who  does  not  know  what  is  do^ 

<'  ing  at  his  own  Houfe,   is  for  ever  difputing  on  the 

<'  Laivs  c/Solon  and  Lycurgus ;  and  citeSy  at  ran- 

"  do7ny  the  Cujlows  of  Athens  afid  Sp^im.  Another, 

**  though  he  does  not  know  a  Word-  of  French,    in- 

"  vcighs  bitterly  againfl  all  the  Authors  in  that  Lan- 

*'  i^^^g^  5  ^'^^  i^folently  calls  Moliere  a  Fool^  Racine 

''  a  trifing  Rhimer,    and  Bourdaloue  a  mere  Do- 

"  tard,     Some^   who  perhaps  imagine  the  Sun  to  bi* 

•*  ten  ti?nes  as  big  as  the  fixed  Stars,  call  Des  Cartes 

"  a  Dreamer:    Nay,  fever  a  I  among  them  will  df- 

*'  put e  whether  it  is  pojfihle  for  a  Frenchman  ever 

**  to  make  one  judicious  Reflection.      Neverthelefs^ 

'*  thefe  vain  and  pre fumptuQus  People  have  not  one 

*«  fingle  good  Writer  among  them, 

"  I  am  certain,  continued  /,    that  if  you  heard 

•'  me  talk  in  this  mamier,    you  could  not  forbear 

**  enquiring  upon  what  Grounds  it  is  that  I  fet  the 

*<  Englijh  Nation  in  fo  falfe  and  ridiculous  a  Light  ? 

**  Would  you  be  fatisfied  with  my  anfwering  you 

•'  in  this  manner  :  1  form  my  fudgmcnt  of  the  Eng- 

**  lifli,  from  the  Dijcourfes  1  heard  in  Cojfee-houfi'Sy 

*^  Taverns y  and  Places  of  public  Refer t  P     How^ 

''  Sir^  would  you  reply,  were  thefe  the  only  Places 

"  in  which  you  fought  for  Materials  to  compofe  your 

''  Travels?   1  will  venture  to  obferve,  that  all  your 

*'  Inquiries  have  been  to  no  purpofe.      Ton  might  as 

*'  luell  have  fluid  at  home.     JVcre  Locke  and  Sir 

*'  Ifaac  Newton  living  when  you  ivas  in  England? 

*'  IVp'e  you  acquainted  with  them  ?    Did  you  ever 

H  5  ''  jpiiak 
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'*  fpeak  to  fo  ?nany  illujirious  Literati  tuho  live  in 
*'  London?  Do  you  know  F  ope,  Gordon,  Tindal, 
*'  &c.  'Tis  from  Perfons  of  this  Caf},  that  we  ought 
*'  to  judge  of  the  Writers  of  a  Nation,  and  not  from 
*'  a  Parcel  of  ^matter ers  in  Literature^  with  which 
*'  all  Countries  are  equally  pejlered.'^ 

However,  all  my  Arguments,  Friend  Ifaac,  could 
not  make  the  leaft  Impreffion  upon  this  obftinate 
Englifljman.  His  extravagant  Prejudice  in  favour 
of  his  native  Country  oppofed  fuch  an  infurmount- 
able  Barrier,  as  the  moft  evident  Reafons  could  not 
once  remove  ;  and  all  I  could  obtain  from  him  was, 
to  allow  Foreigners  fome  Merit,  but  fo  very  fmall, 
compared  to  that  with  which  the  Englijh  are  abun- 
dantly flocked,  that,  in  his  Opinion,  there  is  a 
wider  Difference  between  2i  Frenchman,  an  Italian^ 
a  German,  and  an  Englijhman,  than  the  Janfenijis 
fjppofe  to  be  between  St.  Aufiin  and  the  Patriarch 
cf  the  Jefuits. 

I  have  frequently  hinted,  to  the  judicious  Tra- 
yeller,  his  Countryman's  Prejudice.  Being  a  Per- 
fon  of  great  Wifdom  and  Abilities,  he  is  very  forry 
to  hear  of  his  blind  Prejudice,  and  fpeaks  with  the 
iitmoft  Impartiality  of  the  Virtues  and  Vices  of  thofe 
Nations  with  which  he  is  acquainted.  "  Italy^ 
*'  Jays  he,  is  a  Country  which  prefents,  at  firft  Sight, 
**  nothing  but  one  perpetual  Series  of  Luxury,  De- 
*'  bauchery  and  Superftition.  One  would  imagine, 
*'  that  it  would  be  impoilible  for  a  Philofopher  to 
**  meet  with  any  thing  in  it  worthy  of  his  Atten- 
*'  tion  and  Efteem.  Neverthelefs,  when  he  be- 
*'  haves  with  Prudence  and  Referve,  and  endea- 
*'  vours  to  get  acquainted  with  Men  of  Letters, 
*'  he  finds  a  vaft  number  cf  Perfons  poffeffed  of 
*'  great  Abilities,  whofe  Names  indeed  are  not  fo 
♦*  well  known  as  thofe  of  many  other  Literati,  be- 
*'  caufe  tliey  are  obliged  to  be  filent,   and  to  keep 

"  their 
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*'  their  Learning  to  themfelves.  Was  the  Inqui- 
«'  fition  to  be  abolifhed  to  day,  the  Public  would 
''  fee  on  the  Morrow,  a  great  Number  of  excellent 
*'  Books,  no  ways  inferior  to  thofe  of  other  Na- 
*'  tions.  I  confider  a  Man  of  Letters  as  an  Orange- 
"  tree.  Should  fuch  a  Tree  be  fet  in  a  Box,  it 
«'  mufi:  neceflarily  bo  confined,  and  bear  Fruit 
«'  of  a  very  middling  Size;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
"  if  it  was  planted  at  large  in  the  Earth,  it  would 
'«  produce  infinitely  finer.  Italy  would  have  given 
**  Birth  to  ten  fuch  Hirtorians  as  Father  P^«/,  had 
<«  Authors  been  allowed  to  write  in  Rome^  in 
««  Naples^  and  in  Florence^  with  as  much  Liberty 
'<  as  in  Venice.  A  Traveller,  who  is  defirous  of 
<«  enlightning  his  Mind,  ought  to  endeavour  to 
<*  find  out  fuch  learned  Men  as  are  obliged  to  con- 
«'  ceal  part  of  their  Merit ;  and  form  a  Judgment 
"  of  what  they  might  be,  by  what  they  are  al- 
"  lowed  to  appear. 

"  With  refpcd  to  the  extravagant  DifTolutenefs 
"  with  which  the  Italians  are  charged,  1  own  that 
"  every  virtuous  Mind  cannot  but  be  fhocked  at  it. 
*'  A  Traveller  is  always  furprized  to  fee  a  Number 
"  of  lewd  Houfes  protected  by  the  Government,  in 
*'  a  City  that  affumes  the  Name  of  Holy  ;  a  Cir- 
*'  cumftance  which  does  not  give  one  a  very  fa- 
*'  vourable  Idea  of  the  Modefty  and  Virtue  of  the 
<'  Perfons  who  prefide  in  fijch  a  Government. 
"  The  People^  fays  a  wife  Heathen,  behave  always 
"  with  Alodejiy  in  thoj\Commonwealths^  where  the 
*'  chief  Perfons  in  it  dread  Infamy  *.     In  Rome^ 

*  MaXtcTTa  av^fovu  o  ^i^^x-oj,  cttcv  rov  /rjyov  p,a'?J^ov  ol 
•7ro7^iTev6[jievoi  CcaolHuav  v  rev  vopiov. 

Ibi  demmn  Populus  modefie  fe  gcrit^  uhl  qui  Rempuhliccm 
guhernmit  Infiwium  poiius,  qua?n  Leges,  •'verentnr,  Septem 
Sapientum,  k,  eornm  c^ui  iis  connamerantur,  Apophthcg. 
&  Prscepca,  p^gc  8. 

H  6  <«  any 
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*'  any  Perfon,  who  ftiould  fay  that  the  Pope's  Slip- 
*'  per  is  not  facred,  would  be  put  to  Death  ;  and 
*'  at  the  fame  time,  the  Magiftrates  there  permit  a 
•'  Woman  to  turn  common  Proftitute,  provided  fhe 
*'  pays  a  Tribute ;  and  for  this  fhe  is  protected  by 
*'  the  Sovereign,  and  permitted  to  riot  in  Debauche- 
*'  ries  of  every  Kind." 

The  prudent  and  impartial  manner,    in  which 
this  EngUjhman  fpoke  of  the  Italians^  made  me  ex- 
tremely defirous.  Friend  Ifaac^    of  knowing  what 
Opinion  he  entertained  of  the  French,     "  They 
**   pofTefs,  replied  he^  great  Qualities;  but  then  they, 
**  at  the  fame  time,  have  great  Imperfeftions.     In 
*'  Englayid  they  are  generally  charged  with  being  a 
"  mere  fuperficial  People,    and  to  have  more  Wit 
"  than  Learning.     There  is  fome  Truth  in  this 
**  Reproach.     It  is  certain  that,    among  the  vail 
*'  Number  of  Authors,  with  which  i^^-^wr^  abounds, 
*'  the  greateft  Part  of  them  write  nothing  but  tri- 
*'  fling  Pieces,  fuch  as  Tales,  Romances,  and  Love 
*'  Poems  ;  and  that  the  Name  of  learned  Man  is 
*'  giveil,  in  Paris,  to  a  Perfon  whofe  only  Compo- 
''  fitions  are  Plays.     Neverthelefs,  there  are  among 
*'  them  fome  Genius's  of  the  firft  Rank,  who  ought 
<*  not  in  any  manner  to  be  confounded  with  thofe 
**  I  am  fpeaking  of.     The  Academy  of  Sciences, 
*'  which  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  refl  of  the  li- 
*'  terary  Academies  of  the  Kingdom,  is  formed  ge- 
*'  nerally  of  Perfons  whofe  Works  prove  evidently 
*'  that  there  are  in  France^^2iS  well  as  in  England^ 
*"■  Men  of  the  greateft  Sagacity  and   Penetration. 
*'  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  in  certain  Works  the£;2^- 
•*  lijh  Genius  feems  to  attain  certain  Heights  which 
*'  that  of  the  French  does  not  exped  to  arrive  at. 
*«  The  former  will  foar  to  the  Skies,    break  the 
*'  Chain  of  Prejudices,    and  difcover  Truth,  fpite 
*«  Qf  the  Clam(5ux5  gf  SuperAition,   and  the  Stra- 

''  tagems 
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tagems  of  FalQiood.  The  French  would  doubt- 
lefs  enjoy  the  fame  Advantage,  had  they  the  like 
Opportunity  of  difplaying  the  Efforts  of  their 
Genius  ;  but,  unhappily  for  them,  they  are  o- 
bliged  to  reftrain  it.  They  are  not  wanting  in 
a  Capacity  for  Reflecftion,  but  only  in  the  Li- 
berty of  indulging  themfelves  in  that  Particular. 
It  is  owing  Xo  this  Reftraint  that  moft  of  them 
amufe  themfelves  with  Trifles  ;  and  the  word 
Circumftance  in  this  Affair  is,  that  they  at  lalt 
come  to  confider  them  as  ferious,  neceffary  and 
important.  To  this  Circumftance  is  owing  the 
Reputation  they  have  got  among  Foreigners,  of 
being  a  fliallow,  and  fuperficial  People :  This 
alfo  fubjed^s  them  in  the  moil  arbitrary  Manner, 
to  every  new  Mode  ;  makes  them  confider  thofe 
Trifles  as  Matters  of  great  Confequence ;  caufes 
them  to  be  accufed  of  being  remarkably  incon- 
flant  and  wavering  ;  and  fills  them  with  fuch  a 
good  Opinion  of  themfelves,  as  muft  ncceffarily 
make  thofe  who  delight  in  fo  vain  a  Refledtion, 
appear  very  ridiculous. 
I  know  nor,   worthy  Ifaac^  i\\  what  Light  thou 

wilt   confider   the  Sentiments  of   this  EngliJJjjnan  ;  ~ 

but  they  appeared  to  me  as  judicious,  as  thofe  of  his 

Countryman  feemed  (hallow. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  Friend  Ifaac  ;  live  contented 

and  happy  ;  and  carefully  root  out  of  thy  Mind  the 

moft  jnconfiderable  Seeds  of  Prejudice. 

London^  the  ...   , 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER     CLXXVIII. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  Onis,   a  Cava- 

ite^    formerly  a  Rabbi  in  Confiantinople. 

'T"^  H  E    EngUJh  Bifhops,    dear  Ifaac^    are  not  o- 

-*  bliged,  like  thofe  of  France  and  Italy^  to  lead 
a  Life  of  Celibacy.  Ever  fince  they  feparated  from 
the  Romijh  Communion,  they  have  the  fame  Pri- 
vilege to  marry  as  the  Laity  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
Time  that  they  preferved  all  the  Prerogatives  of 
their  Chara<£ier,  they  have  foftned  all  the  Rigours 
and  Aufterities  vi^hich  accompanied  it.  This  artful 
and  political  Condu6l,  of  not  making  any  Change 
in  the  ancient  Hierarchy  of  the  Church,  has  been 
of  very  great  Prejudice  to  the  Court  of  Rome. 

It  is  certain  that  if,  when  the  Reformation  was 
begun  in  England^  the  Government  had  propofed 
to  the  Bifoops  their  defcending  to  the  Degree  of  fim- 
ple  Paftors,  and  ef'liablifhing  the  Canons  of  the  Ge- 
nevan Church,  not  a  Man  of  them  but  would  have 
inveighed  againfl:  an  Innovation  which  would  have 
been  fo  difadvantageous.  They  all  would  have  op- 
pofed  the  new  Doctrines  that  were  to  be  introduced  ; 
would  have  flirred  up  the  People,  over  whofe  i\/Iinds 
they,  by  their  Charadler,  have  a  mighty  Afcen- 
dant  to  take  up  Arms ;  and  if  it  would  not  have 
been  pofiible  for  them  to  put  an  entire  Stop  to  the  Ef- 
tablifhment  of  thenew  Do6lrines,  they  at  lead  would 
have  checked  the  Progrefs  of  them  confiderably. 

Tliofe  Princes   who  fhook  off  the  Pope's  Yoke, 

took  the  moft  efFedual  Methods  poffible  to  win 

2  over 
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over  the  Clergy  to  their  Intereft.  They  permitted 
them  to  enjoy  the  Wealth  they  then  poflcfll-d  ;  they 
did  not  abridge  any  of  their  Privileges;  and  let 
them  marry  fpruce,  buxom  Lafles,  who  might  help 
them  to  confume  delightfully  the  Revenues  of  their 
Benefices.  Had  the  flime  Conduifl  been  obferved 
in  France  ;  and  that,  inftead  of  writing  Invectives 
againfl:  the  Popes  of  Rome^  the  Government  had 
addrefled  them  in  thefe  or  fuch  like  Words  ;  *'  We 
*'  will  permit  you  to  enjoy  fifty  thoufand  Livres 
"  annually  ;  we  will  condefcend  to  call  you  My 
*'  Lords ;  you  fliall  not  lofe  any  of  the  Prerogatives 
"  you  enfoy  over  the  Clergy.  Confent  only  to 
*'  fhake  off  the  Yoke  under  which  you,  as  well  as 
"  the  reft  of  the  Nation  groan  ;  and,  as  a  Reward 
*«  of  your  Compliance,  you  (hall  be  permitted  to 
"  employ  your  Endeavours  in  getting  future  little 
*«  Biftiops. 

And  you  may  court  a  pretty  Fa'ir^ 
Gay^  huscniy  /mart,   beyond  compare  ', 
A  Girl  of  a  vivacious  Thought, 
JVith  Bubbles  fweetly- circling  wrought  ; 

Of   Humour  kind  \ 

A  gentle  Mind  ; 

In  JVords  difcreet. 

For  Maidens  meet  ; 
A  Maid  of  pleafing  Step  and  Voice ; 
Wbofe  Mind  and  Form  command  our  Choice  *. 


— 


Had  the  like  Propofals  been  made  to  the  French 
Prelates,  I  am  firmly  perfuaded  there  is  not  one 
of  them,  but  would  chearfully  have  accepted  fuch 
an  Offer.  IVell^  would  thefe  have  faid,  fince  the 
Number  of  the  EleB   mujl  be  accompHjJ)ed^    BiJl)op5 

*  Oeuvres  de  Marot,  Chanfon  XXV. 

are 
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a7-c  as  fit  to  exert  their  Endeavours  in  this  Particular 
as  Perfons  In  a  private  Condition.  But  would  any 
Perfons  in  their  Senfes  imagine,  that  all  the  fupe- 
rior  Clergy  would  not  have  been  difgufted,  when 
an  Attempt  (hould  be  made  to  reduce  them  to  the 
Condition  of  Prieftlings,  or  petty  Parifh-Priefts  ? 
a  Circumftance  which  Beza  found  but  too  fenfibly 
in  the  Conference  held  at  Poljft.  Being  asked  by 
feme  Prelates,  who  were  uncertain  with  regard  to 
their  Temporalities,  how  thefe  were  to  be  ordered, 
in  cafe  they  (hould  declare  openly  for  his  Doctrine, 
and-'he  making  the  ingenious  Anfwer  following, 
fhat  they  mujl  jacrlfice  thefn  all  at  the  Foot  of  Chrljl's 
Crojs^  thefe  worldly-minded  Prelates  immediately 
turned  their  Backs  upon  him  :  And  thus  by  his 
failing  to  be  as  politic  as  the  Engli/h  Reformers, 
he  loft  the  fineft  Opportunity  poflible  of  introdu- 
cing a  thorough  Reformation  in  the  Galilean 
Church. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  that,  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Reformation,  a  great  many  Prelates  were  inclined 
in  their  Hearts  to  favour  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
on  account  of  the  Pleafures  that  attend  on  the 
Marriage  State,  and  the  Satisfadion  of  having 
Wives  an-d  Children  :  And  had  it  not  been  made  a 
Condition,  that  they  fliould  defcend  to  be  mere 
Paftors,  in  taking  a  Wife,  the  French  Bifhops  might 
have  been  as  eafily  prevailed  upon  to  change  their 
Opinions  as  the  ^;2^/;}7;.  I  will  fuppofe,  for  Exam- 
ple fake,  that  Cardinal  de  Lorraln  had  been  defi- 
rous  of  marrying  ;  the  Fear  he  would  have  been 
under,  of  lofmg  his  furprizingly-rich  Temporalities, 
muft  neceflarily  have  diverted  him  from  it  j  and  to 
fatisfy,  at  one  and  the  fame  Time,  his  Ambition 
and  amorous  Difpofition,  he  would  have  been 
prompted  much  more  flrongly  to  make  ufe  of  his 
Neighbour's  Wife,    than  to  take  one  to  himfelf, 

who 
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who  would  only  have  impoverlflied  him.  His  Con- 
duct on  this  Occafion  is  well  known  ;  we  being  told 
by  himfelf,  that  he  was  extremely  fond  of  the  amo- 
rous Congrefs,  and  had  enjoyed  the  moft  beautiful 
Women  of  the  Court.  And  he  fcrupled  fo  little 
to  conceal  his  Inclination  in  this  Particular,  that 
he  ventured  one  Day  to  make  his  Boafls  of  it  to 
the  Dutchefs  of  Savoy,  in  one  of  thofe  Occafionss 
when  the  Vivacity  of  the  Impulfes  are  fuch,  as  not 
to  leave  the  leaft  Doubt  of  their  being  genuine.  It 
is  Brantofne,  who  informs  us,  with  his  ufual  Mirth, 
of  this  Particular.  "  Cardinal  de  Lorrain^  fays  he^ 
*^  going  through  Piedmont  about  fome  Affairs,  by 
*'  Order  of  his  Sovereign,  vifited  the  Duke  and 
*'  Dutchefs.  After  difcourfing  fome  Time  with 
**  the  Duke,  he  went  to  the  Dutchefs's  Apartment, 
"  in  order  to  make  his  Compliments  to  her  ;  when 
"  going  up  to  that  Lady,  who  was  the  proudcfl 
"  Woman  in  the  World,  flie  gave  him  her  Hand 
"  to  kifs.  The  Cardinal,  exafperated  at  this  Af- 
*'  front,  advanced  in  order  to  kifs  her  Lips,  when 
''  flic  withdrew  in  proportion.  At  laft  the  Cardi- 
**  nal,  iofing  all  Patience,  and  drawing  dill  nearer, 
"  gave  her  two  or  three  Kiffes,  notwithflanding 
''  her  Outcries  both  in  Portuguese  and  Spanijh. 
' '  HoiUy  fays  he,  are  you  to  put  on  thefe  Airs  to  me  ! 
*'  /  a;n  allowed  to  kifs  my  Mijlrefs,  who  is  the  greats 
"  f}  Prince fs  in  the  JJ'orld  ;  and  fljall  not  1  be  aU 
*'  lowed  to  kifs  fuch  a  little,  dirty  Dutchefs  as  you  ! 
*'  Pd  have  you  to  know,  that  I  have  laid  waxH 
""  Ladies  full  as  handfome,  and  of  as  illuftrious  a 
*'   Family  as yourf elf  ^J^ 

After  this,  worthy  Ifaac,  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult for  the  mod  zealous  Nazarccns  to  prove,  that 
Cardinal  de  Lorrain  would  not  have  taken  a  Wife, 

*  Bran  tome.  Dames  Galantes,  Tomeii.  p.  364. 
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if  he  could  have  done  this  without  hurting  his  Cir- 
cumftances.  They  muft  confefs  that  this  Prelate, 
whom  they  confider  as  one  of  the  chief  Pillars  of 
their  Religion,  confidered  Adultery  as  a  very  light 
Crime,  if  any  at  all  ;  and  confcquently  imagined 
it  was  not  incumbent  upon  him  to  feek  for  Reme- 
dies againft  this  Vice  ;  or  they  muit  acknowledge, 
that  could  he  have  found  out  fome  Expedient,  with- 
out totally  ruining  his  Fortune,  he  doubtlefs  would 
have  made  a  proper  Ufe  of  it ;  for  his  Complexion 
v/as  fo  extremely  amorous,  that  he  would  have 
been  forced  either  to  marry  or  turn  Fornicator. 
It  is  well  known  that  he  was  poOelled  with  a  fort 
of  Love- frenzy  ;  and  one  would  have  been  apt  to 
imagine,  that  Venus  had  fired  his  Veins  with  that 
Poifon  which  proved  fo  fatal  to  Minos's  Daughters. 
*'  I  have  been  told,  continues  the  Author  above  citedy 
*'  that  when  any  handfome  Maiden  or  married  La- 
**  dy  came  to  the  Court,  he  ufed  to  accoft  her  im- 
*'  mediately  *,  and  entring  into  Difcourfe  with 
**  her,  fay,  that  he  would  tutor  her ;  what  a  Tu- 
"  tor  was  this  !  I  believe  he  did  not  find  it  as  dif- 
"  iicult  a  Task  on  this  Occafion  as  to  tame  a  wild 
*'  Colt  I  And  indeed  People  ufed  to  fay  to  him, 
''  that  there  were  very  few  young  Ladies  who 
*'  lived  at  Court,  or  were  newly  come  to  it,  but 
''  were  either  drawn  away  or  deluded  by  the  Boun- 
*•'  ty  of  the  faid  Cardinal  ;  and  few  or  no  Women, 
*'  at  their  leaving  that  Court,  had  any  Virtue  left. 
"  And  indeed,  at  this  Time  their  Wardrobes  were 
*'  better  flocked  with  Gowns  and  Petticoats  of 
*'  Gold,  Silver  and  Silk,  than  thofe  of  our  Prin- 
"  cefTes  and  Queens  are  in  the  prefent  Age.  I  my- 
"  felf  have  had  a  Proof  of  tins,  having  feen  two 
"  or  three  Wardrobes  filled  in  this  Manner,  and 
"  at  the  fame  l^ime  was  certain,  that  neither  their 
*  Ihid.  jioge  362. 

*'   Fathers, 
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*'  fathers.  Mothers,  nor  Husbands  could  have  at- 
*'  forded  to  purchafe  them  fuch  a  Quantity  of  thefe 
«'  7'hings." 

It  is  furprizing,  good  Jfaac^  that  a  Man  of  the 
Charader  of  Cardinal  de  Lorrain^  who  might  have 
judged,  from  what  he  himfelf  felt,  how  neceflary 
it  would  be  for  the  Clergy  to  marry  ;  and  who  was 
one  of  the  moft  (hining  Prelates  in  the  Aflembly 
held  by  the  Na%areen  Pontiffs  in  Trent ^  in  order 
for  debating  on  the  Doctrines  of  Luther  and  Calvin^ 
did  not  vote  in  the  ftrongcft  IVrm^,  for  checking 
the  DifTolutenefs  of  Pricfts,  by  permitting  them  to 
marry.  How  could  a  Prelate,  wliom  the  C(mrt  of 
France  could  fcarce  fupply  with  Concubines  enough, 
imagine  that  a  Parifti-Prieil,  who  lived  upon  his 
Cure  in  the  Country,  could  have  {o  much  Virtue 
as  not  to  lie  with  his  Maid  ? 

Doubtlefs  a  great  many  of  the  Prelates  in  the 
Council  of  Trent  knew  from  their  own  Conduct, 
how  highly  neceffary  it  was  to  permit  the  Clergy 
to  marry.  Neverthelefs,  through  a  falfe  Delicacy, 
and  an  Obftinacy  that  was  altogether  unpardonable, 
they  rtrengthned  ftill  more  a  Cuftom  which  has 
fincc  given  occafion  to  the  perpetrating  numberlefs 
Crimes,  and  made  the  Nazareen  Prieih  contemp- 
tible in  the  Eyes  of  the  whole  Univerfe. 

The  Fautors  of  the  new  Opinions  were  furnifli- 
ed  with  a  fine  H.tndle  for  enveighing  againft  thofe 
Canons  which  forbid  the  Clergy  to  marry.  Cardi- 
nal del  Monte,  afterwards  Pope  Julius  III.  and 
who  prefided  as  Legate  in  tlie  Council  of  Irentj 
had  ft: II  more  Reafon  to  marry  than  Cardinal  de 
Lorrain.  For  though  he  maintained,  that  Priefts 
and  Bifliops  ought  to  bq  forbid  Marriage  upon  the  fe- 
vereft  Penalties ;  not  contented  with  diverting  him- 
felf now  and  then  with  the  Ladies,  he  made  ufe 
of  the  Privilege  which  the  ancient  Heathens  allow- 
ed 
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ed  to  their  Deities  ;    and   had  a  young  Ganimidey 
who  though   infinitely   lefs   beautiful    than    that  of 
Jupiter,  was  yet  exceedingly  beloved  by  Cardinal 
del  Monte.    He  took  this  Ganimede  with  him  to  the 
Council  ;  it  being  impoffible  for   him  to   live  from 
htm.       However,    he  once  was  forced  to  bear  his 
Abfence,  he   being  obliged   to  fend  him,  at  a  great 
Dlfi:ance,    for  the  Recovery  of  his  Health.     When 
his  Minion   returned,    the   Cardinal  went  to  meet 
him,  accompanied  by  moft  of  the  Members  of  the 
Council,  and  though  they  faw  the  amorous  Tranf- 
ports,  and  lafcivious   Embraces  of  their  Prefident, 
yet   this  was  not  fufficient   to  prove    to   them  how 
abfolutely  ufeful  and  necefiary  it  was,   that  the  Cler- 
gy fhould  marry.      Thefe  ftjocking  Particulars  are 
told  us  by  a  celebrated  hJazareen  Hiflorian.     TVhen 
Julius,   fays  he*,    was  but  ArchbiJJjop  of  Siponto, 
and  Governor  of  the  City  of  Bouk^gne,  he  took  into 
his  Houfe  a  young   Boy^    horn  in   Piacenza,    whofe 
Birth  nobody  knew  any  Thing  of.      The  Mafter  grew 
prodigioufly  fond  of  the  Boy^    and  carried  him  to 
Trent,  where  he  had  like  to  have  lofi  him  by  a  vio- 
lent Fit  of  Illnefs.      However^  fending  hifn,    by  the 
Jdvice  ofPhyftcians  to  Verona,  for  the  change  of  Air^ 
Innocent    {for   fuch   "Jbas  the   Minion^s  Name)  re- 
covered  his  Health  there^  and  returned  to  Trent  fome 
Time  after.      The  Day  he  was  to  arrive  thither.,  the 
Cardinal  came  out  of  the  City  as  though  to  take  an 
Airing.,  acco7npanied  by  a  great  Number  of  Prelates., 
l3c.    and  coining  up  to  him.,   received  hifn  with  inex- 
prejfihle  Tendernefs  \  which  occafioned  jnuch  Specula^ 
tion.,  luhcther  this  was  only  an  accidental  fneeting.,  or 
done  on  Purpofe  f. 

Reflea, 

*  Father  P.?///,   Book  iii.  ad  ann.   1550. 
f  This  is  one  of  thofe  Strokes   which  makes  Bigots 
exclaim  againlt  the  Je^-cvijh  Spy  ;  but  1  would  only  ask 

them 
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Reflect,  worthy  Ifaac^  I  befeech  thcc,  on  the 
otld  Condu(Sl  of  Mankind.  Perfons  who  attended 
upon  their  Chief,  in  order  to  go  and  meet  an  in- 
famous Ca*ajnite^  obftinately  perfift  in  retufing  to 
permit  a  Set  of  honeft  People  to  marry.  Could 
they  have  defired  a  flronger  Example,  to  demon- 
ftrate  to  them  the  Evil  which  arifes  from  the  Celiba- 
cy of  Priefts,  than  the  Adventure  to  which  they 
were  Eye-witnefTes. 

Cardinal  del  Monte  had  yet  vaftly  great  Obliga- 
tions to  another  Pope  [Julius  II.)  who  had  a  Itill 
greater  itch  this  Way.  In  his  Time,  it  was  dange- 
rous for  young  Noblemen  to  go  to  Ro?nc^  they  not 
returning  from  it  with  the  fame  V^irtucs  they  carri- 
ed thither.  According  to  feveral  Hiftorians,  this 
Pope  violated,  in  the  flrongcft  Manner,  the  Laws 
of  Hofpitality.  IFe  rcad'^i^y  certain  Authors,  in 
a  Piece  ivj'it  by  fane  Divines  of  Paris,  that  two  young 
Gentle?nen  were  forced  by  hi?n  ;  they  having  been  re- 
commended by  ^cen  Ann,  fl^ife  of  Lewis  XII.  to 
the  Care  of  the  Cardinal  ^Nantz,  in  order  that  he 
might  CQndu6l  them  to  Italy*.     If  this  Reproach  be 

them  whether  I  have  forged  this  Story.  Father  Pcnd  is 
my  \''oucher.  May  not  I  be  allowed  to  tranfcribe  his 
Words,  and  what  all  Hiflorians,  v/hether  Proiellants  or 
Catholick?,  who  have  not  been  fold  to  the  Court  of 
'Rr^me  have  tranfmitted  to  Poi]:erity. 

•"  Legitur  in  Cojn/nentario  Mngi/lrorum  P arif.enjiu?n  c'.e 
.lie  Secundo  Papd,  quod  duobus  nobilijjitiii  Generis  Adole- 
i.,)itibuSy  quos  Anna  Galliarum  Regina  Nanetcnji  Car  Ji na- 
il ifformandos  commijerat^  ^  aliis  7}iultis^  Di. -.bo lie  a  Rj- 
bie  (prob.  Facinus !)  Stup7'u?n  intulerit.  Wolfius,  Lec- 
tion. Memorabil.  Tom.  \\.  pyg.  21.  Du  Plellis.  Millere 
d'  Iniquite,  pag.  58.  Here  is  an  Incident  the  Truth  of 
which  1  would  not  pretend  to  vouch.  Air  on  Mon:eca 
thought  after  the  fame  Manner.  He  contented  himfelf 
.with  quoting  the  two  Authors  who  mention  it,  and  with- 


out determining  the  Matter. 


juft, 
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juft,  the  young  Perfons  had  better  have  travelled  to 
'T'artary  than  to  Rome.  Among  the  former,  they 
would  have  been  in  Danger  only  of  lofmg  their 
Eyes  ;  but  among  the  latter  they  loft  their  Honour, 

Perfons  don't  run  any  fuch  hazard,  dear  IfaaCy 
in  London,  The  Engli/h  Bifliops  have  fo  much  to 
do  in  their  own  Families,  that  they  have  no  Time 
to  amufe  themfelves  with  their  Neighbours.  The 
fuperintending  of  a  Church,  and  the  contenting  a 
Wife,  employs  fo  much  Time,  as  leaves  none  for 
indulging  the  loofer  PafHons.  However,  I  would 
not  fwear  but  fome  of  the  Archbifhops  of  Canter- 
hury  may  have  had  Baftards  ;  but  no  fuch  Thing 
was  yet  ever  heard  of ;  and  as  the  Clergy  have  fo 
eafy  an  Opportunity  of  getting  Children  in  a  law- 
ful Way,  they  have  no  Inclination  to  raife  up  an  ille- 
gitimate Pofterity.  This  feems  to  have  been  al- 
ways pretty  much  their  Tafte ;  for,  at  the  Time 
that  the  Nazareen  Prelates  confented  to  live  a  Life 
of  Celibacy,  feveral  of  thofe  in  England  refufed  to 
fubrr.it  to  that  Law.  One  Geraldus  who  lived  in 
the  Xn.  and  XJIL  Centuries,  affirms  that  the  Pre- 
lates ufed  to  marry  at  that  Time  in  Wales'^'. 

An  Author  of  ftill  greater  Eminence  relates  the 
fame  concerning  the  Clergy  of  Britatiy  f .  One 
Particular  the  Naxareens  cannot  doubt  of,  and 
which  is  attefted  by  one  of  their  greateft  Divines, 
is  that,  in  Ireland^  eight  Bifhops,  SuccefTors  to  one 
another,  were  all  married  at  the  Time  that  they 
exercifed  their  pontifical  Functions  §. 

It 

*  See  the  Treatife  de  Illauclc-.liltous  Wcdlia,  infcrted  ia 
AngLi .  hc-.cra.   Tom.  ii.  pag,  450. 

f  HiUehert,  Eifhop  o{  Mo/ns,  an  Author  of  the  XIP*^ 
Century,  quoted  by  Geraldus  Carnh-enfis,  Epiji.  LXV. 
fo.g.   15?.  Tofn.  XXI.  of  the  Biblioth.  Fatrum. 

^J^.m  oilo  extitcrunt  Ci7ite  Celfian  Viri  uxorath  ^  ^d)f- 

que 
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It  was  not  therefore  until  they  were  abfolutely 
forced  to  it,  that  the  Englijh  and  Ir'iJ}}  Prelates 
would  confent  to  live  unmarried  ;  and  therefore,  the 
Inftantthey  had  an  Opportunity  of  getting  Wives, 
they  no  longer  had  Recourfe  to  thofe  of  their  Neigh- 
bours. When  Henry  VIII.  quarrelled  with  the 
Court  of  Rome^  by  fhaking  ofF  the  Yoke  of  the 
Italians^  he  attempted  to  reform  the  Abufes  which 
he  fuppofed  had  prevailed  in  his  Kingdom  ;  ancj 
getting  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  Head  of  the 
Church,  he  revived  the  ancient  Cuftom. 

Had  this  Prince  adted  always  as  judicioullv,  he 
would  have  merited  the  higheft  Elogiums.  It  (hews 
the  higheft  Wifdom  aixl  Judgment  to  abolifh  all 
fuch  pernicious  Laws  as  have  no  other  Authority 
but  the  moft  abfurd  Prejudices,  Since  Marriage  is 
{o  frequently  recommended  in  Scripture  ;  fince  Man 
is  naturally  prone  to  Vice,  and  that  he  finds  a  Re- 
medy for  it,  in  taking  a  careful  Wife;  how  comes 
it  to  pafs  that  the  Nazareens^  who  believe  in  the 
fame  Scriptures  as  Vt^e  do,  fhould  have  eilablifhed  a 
Cuftom  that  is  productive  of  fo  many  Crimes  ? 
Tiieir  Priefts  ufed  to  marry  till  the  XII.  Century  : 
Wherefore  then  fhould  a  Cuftom  that  is  founded  on 
good  Senfe  be  laid  afide  ?  Or,  when  that  Cuftom 
was  aboliftied,  why  did  not  thofe,  who  prefided  in 
Governments,  when  they  were  fenfible  of  the  A*d- 
vantages  accruing  from  that  Cuftom,  did  they  not 
revive  it,  and  even  they  had  been  guilty  of  a  Fault, 
inftead  of  burni^ig  thofe  who  infift  upon  the  Necef- 
fity  there  's  that  the  Clergy  fhould  marry,  as  though 
they  advanced  fome  Dodrine  in  Oppofition  to  the 
Exiftence  of  the  Deity  ?  The  Folly  of  the  Naza- 
reens^  ^^i^rlfaac^  is  our  Glory  ;  let  us  leave  them 
therefore  in  their  Elindnefs. 

que  OidiuibiiSf  Litterati tamai,     Bernardus  in  Vit.  M?1. 

May 
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May  thy   Health  increafe,  dear  Ifacc^    live  con- 
tented and  happy, 

London^  the  .  , .  , 


LETTER     CLXXIX. 

Isaac  On i  s,  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conftanti- 
noplc,  to  Aaron  Monceca. 

'T~^  H  Y  laft  Letters,  excellent  Monceca^  gave  me 
-■•  o;reat  Pleafure.  I  am  as  perfuaded  as  thou  canft 
be,  how  neceflary  it  is  to  permit  Priefts  of  all  Re- 
ligions to  marry.  This  is  the  only  Expedient  can 
be  found  to  check  the  Courfe  of  the  enormous  Vi- 
ces that  creep  into  Societies  of  Men,  who,  attempt- 
ing to  raife  themfelves  above  their  Nature,  after 
they  have  oppofed  the  Paflions  for  fome  Time,  im- 
merfe  themfelves  at  laft  in  the  molt  dilTolute  Ex- 
cefTes  ;  and  proceed  to  greater  Lengths  in  their  De- 
baucheries, as  they  are  not  pofTelTed  of  any  Anti- 
dote againft  them.  The  Example  of  the  Naza- 
reen  Monks,  and  the  Stories  which  are  daily  told 
of  their  fcandalous  A(51ion3,  are  evident  and  indif-, 
putable  Proofs,  hov7  abfolutely  necefiary  it  is  not 
to  burthen  Mankind  with  fuch  Laws  as  are  entire- 
Iv  repugnant  to  Reafon,  and  diredlly  oppofite  to 
Nature. 

I  greatly  applaud  the  E^iglijlo  Prelates  for  fhaking 
ofF  a  Yoke,  of  fo  fevere  and  pernicious  a  nature  as 
that  of  Celibacy  ;  but  I  fancy,  that  the  Defire  of 
having  a  lawful  Wife  was  the  Reafon,  which 
prompted  the  EngUjh  Prelates  to  ieparate  from  the 
Pope  of  Rc?ne.  The  Afcendant  which  the  latter 
had  gained  over  the  former,  and  the  hauglity  Man- 

2  ner 
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ner  in  which  they  treated  them,  prepared  the 
Clergy  in  Queftion,  who  were  grown  weary  of  (o 
heavy  a  Chain^  to  break  from  it ;  and  the  Inftant 
the  Englijh  found  a  favourable  Opportunity  for  this, 
they  embraced  it  with  Pleafure. 

I  know  not,  dear  Aaron,  whether  ever  you  rc- 
fle6led  attentively  on  the  amazing  Power,  which  the 
Popes  o^  Rome  had  raifed  themfelves  to,  in  the  paft 
Ages,  not  only  over  the  Clergy,  but  likewife  over 
Kinoes  and  Emperors.  It  was  fo  great,  and  carried 
to  fo  exalted  an  Elevation,  that  it  was  impolTible  for 
it  not  to  totter  by  its  aflonifliing  Height,  and  at 
laft  fmk  under  its  own  Weight. 

I  compare  the  Power  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiffs  to 
that  of  the  ancient  Romans,  and  find  an  exa6l  Re- 
femblance  in  them.  The  Popes  were  at  firft  only 
Piftors,  and  equal  in  Dignity  to  the  Heads  of  the 
other  Nazarene  Churches.  The  Ro?nans,  under 
their  Kings,  were  neitlier  richer  nor  more  power- 
ful than  the  reft  of  the  Nations  of  Italy.  During 
the  time  of  the  Commonwealth  they  fubjed^ed,  by 
infenfible  Degrees,  not  only  their  Neighbours,  but 
half  the  Globe.  At  laft,  this  Grandeur  became 
eclipfed,  infenfibly,  under  the  Emperors  5  and  was 
always  diminifliing. 

The  fame  happened  to  the  Roman  Pontiffs, 
When  the  Emperors  had  entirely  abandoned  the 
City  of  Rome^  the  former  began,  by  the  Abfence 
of  the  Sovereigns,  to  acquire  a  confiderable  Credit  in 
Italy^  which  however  increafed  but  flowly  j  for, 
duruig  a  long  Courfe  of  Years,  the  Popes  were  al- 
ways eledled,  or  their  Elections  were  always  con- 
firmed by  the  Emperors  of  Conjfantinople.  But 
when  the  Alaniy  the  Btirgundians^  the  French.,  the 
P/^/^,  the  Saxons,  the  Vanilals.,  and  the  Fifigoths., 
poflefled  themfelves  either  of  Gaul.,  or  Great  Bri- 
tain or  Spain  j  the  Grecian  Monarchs  looking  upoa 
Vol.  V.  I  the 
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the  Wejlern  Provinces  as  given  up  to  Plunder,  ap- 
plied their  vi'hole  Endeavours  to  the  preferving  of 
the  Eajl ;  and  though  they  IHU  preferved  a  confide- 
rable  part  of  Italy ^  the  Popes,  by  Means  of  thefe 
various  Revolutions,  had  gained  a  confiderable  Share 
of  Authority  in  thofe  Countries.  It  neverthelefs 
was  balanced  by  that  of  feveral  petty  Tyrants,  who, 
under  a  fpecious  Show^  of  Obedience  to  the  Empe- 
rors of  Conjiantinopley  enjoyed,  in  EfFe£l,  all  the 
Privileges  of  Sovereignty. 

The  Lombards  having  entirely  deftroyed  vi'hat 
remained  of  the  Powder  of  the  Grecian  Monarchs^ 
the  Popes  were  then  elected  only  by  the  People. 
Some  Time  before  the  Exarchate  of  Ravenna 
expired,  Conftantin  III,  feeing  he  enjoyed  no  more 
than  a  vain  Shadow  of  Authority  in  Rome^  per- 
mitted the  Inhabitants  of  that  City  to  make  Choice 
of  a  Pontiff  without  waiting  for  his  Confent ;  and 
it  is  this  Period,  dear  Monceca,  that  we  ought  to 
confider  as  the  firll  .-^ra  of  the  Papal  Grandeur. 
They  learnt,  by  infenfible  Degrees,  to  take  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Commotions  which  broke  out. 
They  even  were  as  fortunate  as  the  Confuls  of  the 
Roman  Commonwealth  ;  they  dethroning  Kings, 
beftov.'ing  Empires,  often  changing  the  whole  P'ace 
of  Europe  ;  and  after  having  carried  the  Terror  of 
their  Arms  as  far  as  Alexander  the  Great,  they 
would  be  adored  after  the  fame  Manner.  The 
greateft  Monarchs  proftrated  themfelves  before 
them.  But  this  Humility  not  appearing  abje6l  enough 
to  fome  of  thofe  haughty  Prelates,  they  added  Con- 
tempt to  Haughtinelb ;  and  behaved  with  greater 
Pride  towards  the  Naxarene  Princes,  than  the  ge- 
nerous Ro?nans  towards  fuch  Captives  as  adorned 
their  Triumphs. 

One  of  the  Popes  infolently  fet  his  Foot  on  the 
Head  of  an  Emperor,    whilft  he  was  kiffing  his 

Slipper ; 
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Slipper;  anH  kicked  off" his  Crown,  to  fhew  that 
it  was  in  his  Power  to  take  it  from  him  whenever 
he  pleafed.  Another  Pope  {hewed  but  too  evidently 
by  the  Calamities  he  brought  upon  one  of  the  Em- 
perors, that  the  Roman  Pontiffs  were  able  to  de- 
throne the  mod  powerful  Monarchs.  The  Pope 
in  Queftion  {Gregory  VII.)  having  had  fome  Con- 
tefts  about  the  elcvSling  of  Bifliops,  with  tliis  Em- 
peror, Henry  IV.  he  excommunicated  him,  diverted 
him  of  the  Imperial  Dignity,  freed  all  his  SubjecSls 
from  their  Oath  of  Allegiance  ;  and  offered  all  his 
Dominions  to  any  Perfons  who  fhould  think  lit  to 
take  PoffefTion  of  them  *. 

Were  fuch  Auatheinas  to  be  publiflied  in  this  A^q^ 
they  would  not  be  regarded  in  any  Manner.  They 
would  only  fliew  ftill  more  evidently  the  Ambition 
of  the  Court  of  Rome]  and  the  Magillratcs  would 
immediately  invalidate  Decrees  which  fhould  pre- 
fume  thus  to  attack  their  Sovereign.  The  Vail  which 
before  covered  the  Eyes  of  the  common  People,  is 

*  The  Famous  Bacon  obferved  very  juftly,  t'lat  Herefy 
was  not  commonly  the  Motive  which  prompted  the  Pope.^ 
to  excommunicate  King'^,  but  that  it  was  owing  to  tem- 
poral Interells.  However,  the  /^c^^^/? Pontiffs  endeavoured 
to  cover  their  ambitious  Pretences  with  the  fpeciousMask 
of  Religion.  But  wliy  are  not  all  Kings  made  fubfervient 
to  the  AdvantcTgc  of  the  Church,  when  he  whofe  Office 
it  is  to  protedl  them,  ma)^  llretch  them  -as  much  as  he 
pleafes  ?  E-z'ol--ja7!i!ir  Hijtji:a>  v?  ^jickattir,  qu^e  fuirint 
Cauf(V  Principum  excammuiiicatorum  ;  ^  qui  Jan  ijlius  Tu- 
mor is  ^  quo  Rcges  fiicnmt  exautborati  feu  depofiti,  Non  fo- 
liim  id  fcn^u7n  eji  propter  Hf^rejin  o  Scbifma,  <z-eru?n  cti- 
am  propter  Vocatio7icm  iy  InvejVuuratn  Epifroporu?n  clia- 
rurnque  Perfonarum  Ecclejic-Jiicarwn.  .  .  .  A'i/w,  auij  eff 
qua  aliqud  Ratione  ad  Spirituale  referri  nequeat  ?  Pr^- 
fertim  qnando  qui  ftrt  Sentiutifn'^  Cafirm  pro  Arbiirio  fjr- 
mare  permittitur.  B.iconi  Orationes  in  Parlamento,  Ca- 
mera Stellata,  Banco  Regio,  &  Canceliaria,  habita-, 
pag.  1544,  col  2.   Edit,  lipC. 

1  2  partly 


172  TZt  Jewish  Spy.     Let.i79 

partly  taken  ofF;  and  moft  of  the  Nazarenes  have 
now  got  the  better  of  that  miftaken*  Awe  with 
which  they  before  beheld  Excommunications.  They 
then  were  fo  powerful,  that  the  ill-fated  Henry  fell 
a  Vidlim  to  them  ;  and  the  Hatred  of  the  Clergy 
brought  him  to  his  Grave. 

No  one  can  read  the  Misfortunes  of  that  Prince, 
even  in  the  RomiJJ}  Hiftorians,  without  feeling  the 
itrongeft  Motions  of  Anger  and  Indignation,  to  fee 
the  extravagant  Height  to  wliich  Superilition  and 
Meannefs  have  been  carried  among  Mankind  ;  and 
how  amazingly  they  degraded  the  Majefty  of  their 
Sovereigns.  The  Anfwers  of  this  Bull^  fays  a  Ro- 
mlfi)  Writer  *,  had  fo  much  Efficacy^  that  a  Son^ 
and  not  a  StraJiger^  feized  upon  his  Father's  Donii- 
nions.  J  fad  Spe^acle  indeed  ;  by  zuhich,  however^ 
you  may  judge  how  mighty  the  Papal  Power  was  in 
that  Age.  This,  one  would  have  imagined^  could 
not  hut  fatisfy  Gregory:  Nevcrthelefsy  being  Jiill 
unfatisfied^  he  caufed  this  Emperor  to  be  divejied  of 
his  Imperial  Orna?nents  by  ihe  Bijloop  of  Menix,  Co- 
logn  and  Wormes.  Having  afteriuards  confined 
him  clofe  Prifoner^  he  died ;  when  the  People  of  Liege 
were  excommunicated  by  the  Pcpe^  for  having  buried 
him  in  confecrated  Ground ;  but  afterwards^  in  or- 
der to  free  the?nf elves  fro?n  it^  they  dug  up  his  Body^ 
after  zuhich,  it  was  carried  to  Spire,,  and  depofited 
in  a  Stone  Coffin,  out  of  the  Churchy  as  having  died 
excommunicated. 

\i  this  Incident,  good  Monceca^  was  not  attefted 
by  Writers  of  all  Religions,  would  it  have  been 
pofTible  for  Poflerity  to  believe  it.?  Could  one 
ever  fuppofe,  that  an  Emperor,  who  reigned  half 
a  Century,  who  fought  a  great  number  of  Battles, 

*  Pafquier,  Recherchcs  de  la  France,  Livr.  III.  Chap. 
XIV.  /-jf.  209. 

triumphed 
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triumphed  over  the  greateft  part  of  his  Enemies, 
and  acquired  immortal  Glory,  {hould  have  been 
treated  fo  ignominioufly  by  his  SubjecE^s,  at  the 
Inftijration  of  a  Pricft,  whofe  implacable  Hatred 
could  not  be  extinguifhed  even  by  the  Death  of  his 
Adverfary. 

In  reading,  dear  Mcnceca^  the  Hiilory  of  the 
Roman  Pontiffs,  it  is  not  their  Pride,  their  Ambi- 
tion, in  a  Word,  the  whole  Series  of  their  crimi- 
nal Condudl  that  aftonifhes  me.  As  Favour,  Facfli- 
on,  and  Money,  have  always  contributed  more  to 
their  Choice  than  Probity  and  Merit,  it  is  natural 
that  there  fhould  have  been  fewer  good  Popes  than 
bad  ones.  But  I  am  all  Amazement,  when  I  be- 
hold many  whole  Nations  not  making  the  leaft  Ufe 
of  their  Reafon  ;  but  blindly  following  fuch  Impref- 
fions  as  are  moll  repugnant  to  the  Light  of  Nature. 
That  a  Pope  fhould  be  io  ambitious  as  to  attempt 
to  dethrone  a  Monarch  ;  he,  in  that  Cafj,  is  a  Man 
who  makes  an  ill  Ufe  of  his  Authority,  in  order  to 
fcreen  his  Crimes,  which  is  a  Circumftance  that 
very  often  happens.  But  that  whole  Nations  fhould 
confent  to  infringe  all  their  Duties  ;  to  give  up  their 
Virtues,  their  Honour  and  Religion  ;  and  that  too 
unprompted  by  any  particular  Motive  of  Self-Inte- 
reii.  This  is  what  I  can  never  refle61:  upon,  with- 
out fhuddering,  to  fee  the  Evils  which  are  caufed 
by  Superftiiion. 

Whilft  the  Power  of  the  Romijh  Pontiffs  was  rifen 
to  this  extravagant  Height,  E?igland^  dear  Mon- 
ceca^  was  one  of  the  Nations  over  which  they  had 
the  greateft  Authority.  They  kept  it  in  a  kind  of 
Captivity  ;  and  this  unfortunate  Country  paid  im- 
menfe  Sums  to  the  Court  of  Rome.  The  Revival; 
of  Literature  made  the  infatuated  World  open  their 
Eyes  by  infenfible  Degrees.  They  at  lail:  difcovered 
the  Follies   which  their  Anceftors  had  been  guilt/- 
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of ;  and  found  that  the  Yoke  which  had  been  laid 
upon  them  was  extremely  fevere.  They  did  not, 
at  firft,  dare  to  throw  it  off  boldly  ;  the  Dregs  of 
Superftition  which  ftill  remained  in  them,  the  Pow- 
er of  deep-rooted  Prejudices,  and  the  Want  of  fa- 
vourable Opportunities,  keeping  them  from  Acting. 
But  a  happy  Chain  of  Circumftances  afterwards  pre- 
fenting  itfclf,  the  whole  Face  o^ Europe  was  changed 
on  a  fudden  ;  the  Parties  interefted,  who  waited 
only  for  a  propitious  Opportunity,  did  not  fail  to 
feize  that  which  offered  itfelf.  A  Monk  *  prefent- 
ed  them  with  it ;  in  fifteen  or  twenty  Years,  he 
llruck  Popery  fo  dreadful  a  Blow,  as  {hook  the  very 
Foundations  of  it,  and  difpoiTefled  it  of  a  great  part 
of  the  Dominions  over  which  its  Power  before  ex- 
tended. Sweden^  Denmark^  Prujfia^  Saxony^  and 
a  confiderable  Part  of  Germany,  at  laft  embraced  his 
Dodrines,  and  broke  to  Pieces  the  Idol  they  had 
fo  long  adored. 

On  the  other  Hand,  JobnCalvm^  an  Mq  French 
Ecclefiaftic,  lefs  enterprizing  than  Luther^  but  as 
capable  of  executing  any  great  Defigns,  complet- 
ed what  the  other  had  only  begun  ;  and  introduced 
a  Reformation  of  Docftrine  and  Manners,  not  only 
in  France^  hut  even  in  Switzerland^  thQ  Low- Coun' 
tries^  Scotland,  and  feveral  other  Places.  England^ 
amidft  all  thefe  Revolutions,  was  not  unacflive. 
Love  and  Indignation  gave  the  finifliing  Stroke  to 
what  the  Books  of  Luther  and  Calvin  had  only  be- 
gun. Henry  VIII,  flruck  with  the  Charms  oi  Anne 
Bidlen^  and  not  being  able  to  prevail  with  the  Court 
of  Ro7ne  to  difFolve  his  Marriage,  quarrelled  openly 
with  the  Reman  Pontiffs ;  and  in  this  manner,  de- 
ftroyed  Popery  in  England. 

The  new  Opinions,  which  fo  many  Nations  had 

*  Martin  Lathtr,  an  Jujlin  Frier,  of  Wirtenberg. 
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embraced,  occafioned  very  warmDifputes  among  the 
learned ;  and  Literature  gained  prodigious  Advan- 
tages by  thefe  Contefts.  Every  Individual  was  de- 
firous  of  enlightning  his  Mind  ;  all  forts  of  People 
devoted  themfelves  to  Study  ;  and  it  was  then  that 
the  Genius  and  Jargon  of  the  Schoolmen  difappear- 
ed.  The  Papi/fs  were  reduced  to  the  Neceflity  ei- 
ther of  oppofmg  good  Books  to  thofe  of  their  Ad- 
verfarics,  or  of  feeing  them  triumph  in  every  Refpec^, 
To  do  this,  Divines  were  obliged  to  write  intelli- 
gibly ;  and  they  found  themfelves  indifpenfabl/ 
forced  to  abandon  their  old  Mafter.  This  com- 
pleted the  inlightning  of  Mens  Minds,  fmce  every 
one,  by  that  Means  was  able  to  form  a  clear  Judg- 
ment of  what  he  perceived,  till  then,  no  otherwife 
than  by  the  Eves  of  Monks  and  Priefts  ;  and  this 
additional  Splendour  was  a  farther  Difadvantage  to 
the  Authority  of  the  P(ipes.  They  were  upon  the 
Brink  of  lofing  all  Fr-cmce  \  and  it  cofl:  them  no 
little  Struggles,  during  a  long  Courfe  of  Years,  to 
preferve  their  former  Authority  in  it;  though,  of 
all  the  Kingdoms  which  recognize  it,  there  is  no 
one  in  which  their  Power  is  fo  imperfedly  ella- 
blifhed,  as  in  France. 

The  French  dreaded  greatly  the  Politics  and  Ar- 
tifices of  the  Court  of  Rome,  In  all  Ages,  and  even 
in  thofe  in  which  all  Europe  trembled  under  the  pon- 
tifical Yoke,  the  French  have  ah.vays  adhered  to 
their  Kings,  and  not  permitted  any  IncroachmenC 
to  be  made  upon  their  Privileges.  It  is  true  indeed, 
ever  fince  the  Jefuits  have  been  fettled  among  them, 
thefc  have  corrupted  great  Numbers,  fcveral  of 
whom  were  Clergv,  who  forgot  that  they  were 
Frenchmen  ;  and  are  readv,  at  all  Times,  to  fell 
their  native  Country  to  the  Popes.  But  the  Par- 
liaments, the  Minifters  of  State,  the  Nobility,  and 
even  the  People,  have  not  changed  their  Opinions: 
I  4  So 


176  T/jf  Jewish  Spy.     Let.  179. 

So  that  were  the  Court  of  Rcme  to  infift  upon  any 
Point  which  might  difpleafe  the  French  King,  all 
his  Menaces  and  Fuhninations  would  not  be  heeded,^ 
They  never  were  much  regarded  in  France.  And 
*^ven  the  French  have  fometimes  puniftied,  with 
great  Severity,  all  the  Faults  which  the  Popes  com- 
mitted with  regard  to  their  Country.  Lewis  HIV, 
how  little  foever  he  might  favour  fuch  Opinions  as 
clafh  with  Popery,  raifed,  even  in  the  midft  o{  Rojne 
itfelf,  a  Monument  which  muft  refie(fi  eternal  Dif- 
iionour  on  the  Romans.  However,  after  letting  it 
ftand  fome  Years,  he,  through  an  Excefs  of  Cle- 
mency, permitted  it  to  be  thrown  down.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  this  Monarch  fhould  have  aded  with 
fo  much  Vigour,  at  a  Time  when  the  Papal  Au- 
thority, with  regard  to  temporal  Matters,  was  con- 
fidered  as  an  abfurd  Chimera.  But  the  Conteffc 
v/hich  King  Philip  the  Fair  had  with  Boniface  VIII. 
at  a  Time  when  the  Pope  made  fo  many  Sovereigns 
tremble,  {hews  evidently,  that  the  Roman  Pontiffs 
have  had,  in  all  Ages,  but  little  Authority  over  the 
French  Monarchs,  This  Prince,  who  was  engaged 
in  a  Conteft  with  the  Pope  with  regard  to  the  No- 
mination to  certain  Benefices,  received  the  follow- 
ing Letter  from  him. 

Bgnniface,  BiJJjop^  Servant  to  the  Servants  of 
God,  to  Philip  King  c/" France.  Fear  God^  and  keep 
his  Commandments.  IVe  will  have  thee  to  know 
that.,  in  Things  Spiritual  and  Temporal.,  thou  art 
fuhjeSi  to  us.  Thou  hafi  nothing  to  do  with  the  Col- 
lation  to  Benefices :  And  if  thou  hajl  prefented  to  any^ 
we  revoke  the  Donation,  and  declare  it  void  ;  and 
to  conclude,  declare,  that  all  who  think  otherwife  are 
Fools  and  Madmen.     Given,  &c  *. 

To 

*   BONIFACIUS,     EpifcopuSf    Ser<vus    Seworian    Deiy 
Philippo  Franco  rum  Regi.      Deu?2i  tifne,    i^  M^ndata  ejus 

ohjer-va» 
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To  this  gentle  Letter  Philip  the  Fair  returned 
the  following  Anfwer. 

Philip,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  d?/ France, 
to  Boniface,  ivbo  ajfumes  the  Name  of  Sovereign  Pon- 
tiffs wiJJjcth  no  Health.  Knoiu,  ?noJ}  fupreme  Simple^ 
ion,  that  we  acknoiuledge  no  Perfon  with  regard  to 
Temporalities.  We  collate  to  fuch  Prebends  and  Be- 
nefices  as  tve  have  a  Right  to  do  ;  and  will  take  care 
that  thofe  zvhom  we  prcfcnt  to  them  jhall  receive  their 
due  Stipends ;  firmly  perfuaded  that  none  but  Fools 
and  Madmen  can  difpute  this  Power  with  the?n  *. 

It  is  certain  that  a  Prince  who  wrote  in  this 
Manner,  no  ways  dreaded  the  Fate  of  the  Empe- 
ror Henry  IV. 

May  thy  Health  increafe,  good  Monceca^  live 
contented  and  happy. 

Grand  Cairo,  the  .  .  . 

ohfewa.  Scire  tetvolumus,  qr^od  i7t  Spir-itua/ihusy  iff  Tern-' 
forclihuSy  nobis  ficbes.  Beneficiorum  iff  Prtebendarum  i-.d 
tc  Collr.tio  nulla  fpe^iat :  iff  fi  aliquorum  <vacantium  Ck- 
JtGiii:  m  habeas,  Ufunifru^um  enrum  Succefforibus  refer^ues  ; 
iff  fi  qua  covtu/ijii^  Collationem  haberi  if'ritatn  decre-vimus, 
iff  quatenus  procejferit  re-xocainus.  Aliud  credentes  Fatuos 
r£puta7nus.  Datum  Later an'i,  quarto  Nonas.  Decembris, 
Fontijicatus  noftri  Anno  fexto. 

*  Phi  LI  FPUS,  Dei  Gratia  Fraticorum  Rex,  Bonifacio 
fe  gerenti  pro  SuTKJno  Fontifice,  Salutem  modica?n,  fe-ue  nul- 
la?n.  Sciat  tua  7naxima  Fatuitas,  in  Temporalibus  nos  ali~ 
cui  non  fuoejfe  :  aliquarum  Ecclefiarum,  iff  Prebendarum,, 
njacantcm  Collationein  ad  Nos  Jure  Regio  pertinere,  iff  per- 
cipere  FruSlus  earum  contra  omnes  Fbjfejfores  utiliter  nos 
tueri.  Secus  autem  credetitcs  Fatuos  reputarnus  atque  De- 
ment es.     Datum y  iffc. 
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LETTER     CLXXX. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  Onis,  a  Cara- 
iTE,  formerly  a  Rahbi  in  ConRantinople. 

J  have  not  yet  mentioned  any  Thing  to  thee,  Friend 
■■•  Ifaac^  concerning  the  Parhament  of  England. 
It  is  to  this  auguit  Afiembly  that  the  Nation  owes  its 
Happinefs  and  Liberty.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  Par- 
liament, the  Kings  would  have  been  defpotic  long 
fmce  ;  for  as  there  would  have  been  nothing  to  check 
their  Wills,  they  doubtlefs  would  have  ufurped  an 
abfolute  Authority.  When  I  confider  the  different 
Forms  of  Government  eflablifhed  in  Europe^  none 
of  them  appears  to  me  fo  perfe6l  as  that  of  England, 
And  indeed,  it  unites  together  all  the  Qualities  re- 
qiiifite  for  making  a  People  happy,  and  the  Sovereign 
pov/erful,    fo  long  as  he  is  juft. 

All  Legiflators,  who  have  endeavoured  to  lay  the 
Foundation  of  a  well-regulated  Government,  and 
to  fettle  it  upon  fuch  Laws  as  might  fecure  the  Li- 
berties of  the  People,  found  that  it  was  neceflary  the 
Authority  of  the  Sovereign  fhould  be  modified  and 
restrained  by  the  Remonftrances,  and  even  by  the 
Credit  of  the  principal  Men  in  the  Nation,  who 
ferved  as  a  Mediator  between  theTrince  and  the  Peo- 
ple ;  might  preferve  the  Prerogatives  of  the  one,  and 
protect  the  Liberty  of  the  other.  So  long  as  the 
King  does  not  endeavour  to  make  any  Encroachment 
en  the  Privileges  of  the  Nation,  he  is  abfolute  ;  but, 
the  Lnltant  he  attempts  to  deftroy  them,  the  Parlia- 
ment  never  fails  to  oppofe  his  Defigns, 

One  would  imagine,    at  flrft  Sight,  that  a  King 

is  not  fo  abfolute  in  London^   as  in  Madrid  ox  Pa- 

I  ris  : 
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ris:  But  we  find,  upon  a  clofer  Examination,  that 

i[  whenever  he  is  juft,  he  is  as  abfolute  as  the  Grand 
Signior.  What  is  the  Duty  of  a  King  ?  To  caufe 
the  Laws  to  be  put  in  Execution,  to  reward  the 
virtuous,  to  punifii  the  wicked,  and  to  endeavour 
to  make  both  himfelf  and  his  People  happy.  No 
Monarch  in  the  World  is  inverted  with  more  Pow- 
er, for  executing  all  the  Things  above  mentioned, 
than  the  Kings  of  England. 

As  Princes,  in  this  Country,  are  abfolute  here, 
only  in  Proportion  as  they  are  juft  and  virtuous, 
their  Authority  depends  on  the  Bleflings  they  {how- 
er  down  on  their  Subje(5ts.  Is  it  pofTible  for  any 
Thing  to  be  more  prudent  and  judicious  than  this  ? 
The  Power  of  the  EngUJh  Monarch  feems  to  re- 
femble  that  of  the  Deity.  As  Kings  are  the  Repre- 
fenratives  of  God  upon  Earth,  it  was  thought  that 
the  former  ought  never  to  be  the  Authors  of  Evil. 
Jn  order  to  ftrengthen  them,  in  the  beft  Manner 
polBble,  againft  the  Frailty  of  Nature,  a  Parlia- 
ment was  inftituted  ;  in  order  for  it  to  reprefcnt  to 
them  in  tiie  ftroi^geft,  and  at  the  fame  Timemoft 
refpe^tful  Manner,  the  P>rors  they  may  fall  into. 

The  wifeft  Legiflators  have  been  fenfible,  that  it 
was  of  the  higheft  Confequence  not  to  deify  the  Ca- 
prices of  Monarchs  :  They  knowing,  that  it  would 
be  unjuft  to  make  the  Felicity  of  Millions  of  Peo- 
ple depend  on  the  Whim  of  one  fingle  Perfon.  "  A- 
"  mong  the  feveral  new  Eftablifhments,  which 
*'  were  very  various  (fays  Plutarch)  of  Lycurgus^ 
*'  the  greateft  and  moft  confiderable  was  that  of  the 
*'  Senate,  which,  as  Flato  obferves,  being  blended 
*'  with  the  too  abfolute  Power  of  Kings,  and 
'*  having  an  equal  Authority  with  them,  was  the 
"  chief  Caufe  of  the  Moderation  aud  Safety  of  the 
'*  State,  which  was  always  fluduatlng  ;  and  fome- 
«*  times  inclined  to  the  Tyranny  of  Kings,  and 
I  6  <«  at 
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"  at  others,  towards  the  Democracy  of  Subjecls. 
*'  For  this  Senate  was  a  Medium,  a  Sort  of  Balance 
*'  to  maintain  an  Equilibrium,  and  fix  it  upon  a 
"  folid  Foundation ;  the  twenty-eight  Senators, 
*'  who  compofed  that  Aflembly,  fiding  with  the 
*'  Kings,  when  the  People  aimed  at  too  much 
"  Power  ;  and  ftrengthening,  on  the  other  Hand, 
"  the  Party  of  the  People,  when  the  King  endea- 
*'  voured  to  govern  with  arbitrary  Sway  *.'* 

Lucurgus  was  not  the  only  Legiflator  who  was 
fenlible  how  abfolutely  necefTary  it  was  to  preferve 
an  Equilibrium.  Solon  imagined,  that  a  City  could 
not  be  happy^  except  AiagiJ}rates  were  as  fuhjeSi  to 
the  Laws^  as  private  Perfo/is  to  Magijirates  -f .  In 
his  Opinion,  the  Ufages  eilablifhed  ought  to  be 
fuch  as  keep  an  Equilibrium  between  the  People  and 
the  Prince.  This  Sage  did  not  perceive,  that  Men 
a(ft  often  in  a  very  different  Manner  from  what  they 
ought  to  do ;  and  that  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  there 
ihould  be  a  fuperior  Power,  which  may  force  tliem 
not  to  fwerve  from  thofe  Lav.'s  that  form  the  Bond 
between  the  Sovereign  and  the  Subjeft.  In  this 
Manner  they  each  fccure  their  mutual  Felicity, 
When  the  People  are  certain  that  their  Liberties 
"U'ill  never  be  dettroyed,  the  Monarch  is  fure  to 
enjoy  undil^urbed  Tranquility,  except  he  forgets 
the  Obligations  by  which  he  bound  himfelf.  He 
then  has  no  one  to  complain  of  but  himfelf,  for 
any  Calamities  that  may  befal  him,  fince  they  were 
iill  owing  to  his  Reftleflhefs  and  his  turbulent  Spirit. 

*  Plutarch'' s  Lives,  Vol.  I. 

interrogatus  quam  demum  Rempublicam  opcime  inititu- 
tam  cenferet  ?  Earn,  inquit,  in  qua  Gives  Magiftratui, 
Magijiratus  autem  LegibuSy  conjlanter  obte^npercjit.  Solon, 
ifV^rSeptem  Sapientum,  &  eorumqui  iis  coftnunierantur, 
Apophthcgmata,  Confilia,  &  Praecepta,  &c.  Fog,  13. 

A 
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A  prudent  Monarch,  though  there  fliould  be  no- 
thing to  check  his  Will,  ought  never  to  attempt  to 
enlarge  his  Prerogatives  by  Force,  Violence,  and 
Injuftice.  That  Prince  who  is  defirous  of  enjoy- 
ing a  happy  Reign,  ought  to  win  the  Hearts  of  the 
People,  by  the  Luflrc  of  his  Virtues,  rather  than 
by  the  Power  of  his  Arms.  Nothing  is  fo  feldom 
feen^  fays  one  of  the  wife  Men  of  Greece^  as  a  Ty- 
rant who  grows  old  on  the  Throne  *.  And  indeed, 
YvxQnd  Ifaacy  if  we  confult  Hiftorians,  whether  an- 
cient or  modern,  we  fhall  find  that  moft  bad 
Princes  met  with  very  calamitous  Difafters.  To 
pafsover  A^^r^,  Caligula^  Domitian^  and  fuch  hke, 
and  to  take  a  View  only  of  the  later  Ages,  how  un- 
fortunate were  Henry  III.  King  of  France^  and 
Philip  II.  of  Spain  F  The  former  was  difpoiTefled 
of  half  his  Dominion?,  and  afterwards  allaffinated 
by  a  Friar  ;  and  the  latter,  by  his  Cruelties,  loft  all 
the  Provinces  which  now  form  the  Commonwealth 
of  HoI/aml 

Such  Laws  as  prefcribe  Bounds  to  the  Power  of 
Kings  are  the  Security  of  it.  Seldom  a  Century 
pafles,  but  fome  aftonifhing  Revolution  is  feen  in 
Countries  governed  with  defpotic  Sway.  At  a  Time 
when  it  is  fuppofed  that  an  arbitrary  Power  is  fe- 
cured  by  the  Precaution  employed,  Commotions 
immediately  break  out,  which  furprize  the  World, 
Abfolute  Power  is  like  a  wide-extended  calm  Sea, 
that  has  not  been  agitated  for  a  long  Time  :  The 
long  Calm  it  has  enjoyed  fcems  to  threaten  a  vio- 
lent Storm  ;  and  the  more  the  Winds  have  kept  in 
their  Blafts,  the  more  their  Return,  and  that  in  the 
moft  impetuous'  Manner,    may  be  juftly  dreaded. 

rv^xvvov.  Interrogatus  quid  vifus  eflet  rariifimum  !    Senex, 
inquit,  Tyr annus.     Thales.  ihidcm,  pag,   23. 

Seditions, 
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Seditions,  Commotion?,  and  Rebellions,  flart  up 
from  the  Centre  of  Peace,  and  rife  with  the  fame 
Force  and  Impetuofity,  as  the  North  Winds  out  of 
JJo/wi's  Caverns  *.  \Vhen  Henry  II.  concluded  a 
peace,  and  married  his  Daughter  to  Philip  If.  what 
Man  could  have  imaged  to  himfelf  the  Calamities 
in  which  France  was  immediately  invoh^ed,  and 
continued  fo  during  thirty  Years  together  ?  Flad  the 
Laws  reftrained  the  cruel  Proceedings  of  Francis  II. 
Charles  IX.  and  Henry  III  ;  had  an  Aflembly  of 
wife  Men,  zealous  for  the  public  Welfare,  equally- 
checked  the  moft  Hot-headed  among  the  Royalifts, 
the  Proteflants  and  the  Leaguers  ;  and  had  thefe 
three  contending  Parties  been  reftrained  by  a  pow- 
erful Authority,  who  fhould  have  proteded  thofe 
who  deferved  the  moft  Favour  ;  thcfe  Princes 
would  not  have  treated  fo  very  unjuftly  the  Bour- 
bons, the  Colignis,  and  their  Adherents.  All  Par- 
ties would  have  been  equally  forced  to  obey  the 
Laws  ;  and  fach  among  them,  as  fhould  have  refu- 
led  to  fubmit  to  them,  would  have  been  juitly  pu- 
niftied,  by  the  Pov/er  of  thofe  who  undertook  to  pro- 
tecfl  the  Nation,   and  who  would  have  declared  in 

*  -'  '  Ac  Ventt^   n)sliit  Agmine fa5lo^ 
^i^d  data  Fort  a,  ruunt,  i^  ^erraslurhineperjlant, 
Incuhicere  Mari,  totumque  a  Sedibus  imis 
Una  Eurufque  Notufque  ruunty   creberque  Procellis 
Africus  :   &  'vajlos  -vol^unt  ad  Lit  tor  a  Yluiius. 

\'irgil  ^neid.  Libr,  I. 
That  is. 
**  The  raging  Winds  rufh  through  the  hollow  Wound, 
"  And  dance  aloft  in  Air,  and  skim  along  the  Ground  : 
*•  Then  fetding  in  the  Sea,  the  Surges  fweep  j 
"  Raife  liquid  Mountain?,    and  difclofe  the  Deep. 
"  Souths  Erfi,   and  V/eJi,  with  mix'd  Confufion  roar, 
*•  And  roll  the  foaming  Billows  to  the  Shore. 

Dryden. 
Favour 


Let.  i8o.     TZ)^  Jewish  Spy.  183 

Favour  of  the  moft  Worthy.  But,  fo  far  from 
this,  nothing  was  able  to  curb  the  wild  Fury  of 
the  different  Parties.  The  States  General  of  the 
Kingdom  had  fold  themfelves  to  the  Duke  of  Guife  : 
And  Henry  III.  being  abandoned  by  thofe  who 
ought  to  have  fuccoured  him,  was  at  laft  afTaiTinat- 
ed  by  his  Enemies.  Had  there  been  ^  Power,  to 
be  a  kind  of  Mediator  between  him  and  his  Subje(5ls, 
he  would  never  jhave  been  reduced  to  fo  fad  an 
Extremity. 

It  might  be  objected  that,  as  the  States  of  Blois 
reprefented  the  Parliament  of  England^  they  ought 
to  have  produced  the  fame  EfFecfl.  This  indeed 
they  would  have  done,  if  the  IVIembers  of  thofe 
States  had  not  forgot,  not  only  their  Duty,  but 
likewife  their  own  Inte  reft;  and  if  they  had  em- 
ployed their  Authority,  to  quell  the  Tumults,  in- 
ftead  of  iiicreafmg  them. 

One  would  be  apt  to  think  that  Heaven,  to  pu- 
nifh  the  French  for  the  ill  ufc  thsy  made  of  their 
General  States,  permitted  them  to  be  intirely  fup- 
preflcd.  In  the  Manner  they  were  corrupted,  fo  far 
from  continuing  to  be  of  any  Service  to  their  Coun- 
try, they  only  lomenlcd  Divifionsand  Commotions. 
Inftejd  of  labouring  fincerely  and  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  Power,  to  raife  the  Glory  of  their  Sovereign, 
and  promote  the  H^ppinefs  of  the  People,  the  fe- 
verai  Individuals  thought  of  nothing  but  caballing, 
in  order  to  get  Polh  and  Preferments  in  Oppofition 
to  their  Adverfaries  ;  or  to  decree  fuch  Statutes  as 
might  he  highly  prejudicial  to  them.  The  Parlia- 
ment of  England^  on  the  contrary,  ftriflly  endea- 
vour to  follow  exa^^ly  the  Laws  of  their  Inftituti- 
on  ;  as  their  Views  are  for  the  general  Good  of  the 
Nation,  little  Regard  is  paid  to  the  venal  Defie;ns 
of  particular  Pcrfons.  This  Parliament  is  anima- 
ted   with   the  Spirit   wiih   which  Lyairgus   wanted 

to 


184  The  Jewish  Spy.     Let.  170. 

^o  fire  that  of  Sparta.  Hence  they  have  nothing 
to  fear,  neither  from  the  Pohcy  of  Monarchs,  nor 
the  Infarredlions  of  Subjects  ;  and  thus  it  does  not 
become  either  the  Dupes  of  the  former,  nor  the 
Sport  of  the  latter. 

Neverthelefs  different  Parties  often  arife  in  the 
Briti/}j  Parliament.  But  though  the  Members  of 
it  differ  widely  very  often  in  Opinion,  they  yet  u- 
nite  almoft  always  in  fuch  Particulars  as  relate  to 
the  Glory  and  Advantage  of  the  Nation.  It  was 
never  known  for  any  Member  of  this  iiluftrious  Af- 
fembly  to  propofe  ever  putting  to  the  Vote,  whe- 
ther their  Country  fhould  fubmit  to  fome  foreign 
Power.  How  greatly  foever  the  Whigs  and  To- 
ries might  clafh,  and  how  much  foever  they  may- 
have  feemed  to  favour  the  French^  they  yet  were  ne- 
ver fo  bafe  as  to  invite  Lewis  XIV.  to  take  PofTef- 
fion  of  their  Kingdom.  But  rlie  Leaguers  exerted 
their  utmoft  Endeavours  to  get  theirs  delivered  up  to 
the  Spa72iards,  and  confequently  to  bring  the  whole 
French  Nation  in  Subjection  to  Philip  l\. 

The  Englijh^  dear  Ifaac^  deferve  the  Liberties 
they  enjoy  ;  and  are  fo  much  the  more  worthy  of 
them,  as  they  owe  it  to  the  Care  they  took  to  pre- 
serve them.  Their  Breafts  all  burn  with  the  high- 
eft  Zeal  for  that  celeftial  Virtue  ;  and  even  private 
Perfons  give  up  their  own  Intereft,  the  Inftant  they 
perceive,  (or  at  lead  imagine  they  do  fo)  that  the 
Particulars  which  favour  themfelves,  may  abridge 
the  Privileges  of  their  Country.  Are  we,  after  this, 
to  wonder,  that  a  People  who  have  fo  noble,  fo  ge- 
nerous a  Way  of  Thinking,  fhould  enjoy  a  Form 
of  Government  much  more  perfe6l:  than  that  of  o- 
ther  Nations  ?  Laws  are  influenced,  not  only  by  the 
Extent  of  the  Genius  of  the  Legiflators,  by  whom 
they  were  framed,  but  likewife  by  the  Courage  and 
Greatnefs  of  Soul  of  thofe  who  put  them  Execution. 
I  If 
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If  a  Parliament  was  to  be  inftltuted  in  Italy^  and 
to  enjoy  the  fame  Privileges  with  that  of  Great 
Britain^  the  Members  of  it  would  pofTibly  often 
debate,  concerning  what  Time  of  the  Year  it  would 
be  proper  for  Proccflions  to  be  made  ;  and  at  what 
a  Clock  Mattins  or  Vefpers  ought  to  be  fung.  If 
<lifFercnt  Parties  were  to  be  formed  in  this  Aflem- 
bly,  different  Conteiis  would  doubtlefs  arife  in  it: 
But  we  certainly  {hould  ncv^r  fee  fuch  an  Italian 
Parliament  divided,  about  this  glorious  Defign,  f/z. 
of  making  their  Country  the  Arbiter  of  the  reft  of 
the  European  Powers,  or  of  maintaining  and  fpread- 
ing  their  Trade. 

For  thefe  three  Years  together,  the  whole  Senate 
of  Genoa  have  fpent  all  their  Time  in  enquiring  in- 
to the  Particulars  of  a  Murther,  and  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  determine  that  Affair.  It  was. to  no 
purpofe  that  they  fet  a  Price  upon  Baron  Newhoff's 
Head  ;  that  pretended  Monarch  is  ftill  living  ;  and 
laughs  at  their  impotent  Rage  *.  How  wide  a  Dif- 
ference, dear  Ifaac^  is  there  between  thefe  Italians 
and  thofe  of  ancient  Rc7?ie  !  The  Romans  endea- 
voured to  vanquifh  their  Enemies  by  Greatnefs  of 
Soul,  rather  than  by  Force  of  Arms.  As  to  the 
Genceze^  they  do  not  fcruple  any  Attempts,  provi- 
ded they  may  be  fuccefsful  f .  And  they  even  would 
not  be  afhamed  to  employ  the  Means  made  ufe  of 
by  the  old  Man  of  the  Mountain. 

1  will  confefs  to  thee,  dear  Ifaac,  that  1  think  it 
fhocking  to  fet,  in  this  Manner,  a  Price  upon  a 
Man's  Head,  who  may  be  attacked  Sword  in  Hand. 
If  fuch  an  Abufe  ought  to  be  tolerated  on  any  Occa- 

*  Vivit,  177.0 'vero  "u'l-vit non  od  deponendafti^  fed 

ad  confir;ruinda7n^   Juduci^-.m,  Cicero,  Orat.  prima  in  Ca- 
tilinam. 

-j-  DijIuSy    an  Virtus,   quis  in  Hojle  )  equirat. 

V  irgil.  y£neid.  Lihr.  III. 
ft  on. 
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fion,  It  is  when  a  rebellious  Subject  ftirs  up  a  whole 
Nation  againft  their  Scvereign,  and  reduces  him, 
by  that  Means,  to  fo  fatal  a  NecefTity.  Henry  III. 
for  Inftance,  was  abfolutely  forced  to  treat,  in  this 
Manner,  the  Guifes,  who,  were  going  to  feize  up- 
on his  Qvown.  But  when  the  like  Condu<a  is  ob- 
ferved  with  regard  to  a  Man  who  is  not  bound  by 
any  Oath,  nor  under  any'Obligatlon,  it  is  then 
fuch  an  infamous  Adion  as  the  moft  refined  Subtle- 
tieb  of  Politics  can  never  excufe.  I  would  ask 
what  Law  forbids  Baron  Newhoff  to  be  an  open 
Enemy  to  the  Genoeze 'i  Are  there  any  Ties  which 
call  upon  him  to  fubmit  to  their  Wills?  Is  he  bound 
by  any  Contract,  by  a  Convention  ?  By  none.  It 
is  a  Foreigner  who  declares  War  againft  them.  If 
they  endeavour  to  make  him  repent  of  his  Boldnefs, 
and  purfue  him  with  Fire  and  Sword,  nothing  can 
be  more  natural :  But  for  them  to  attempt  to  get 
him  alTaffinated,  this  is  (o  very  fhameful  a  Way  of 
acting,  that  none  can  approve  it  but  fuch  as  ima- 
gine Guilt  no  longer  ought  to  bear  that  Name, 
when  it  is  the  Effed  of  Policies.  To  maintain 
fuch  an  Opinion,  would  degrade  the  Majefty  of 
Kings;  would  make  them  a  Set  of  Men  who  are 
prompted  to  good  or  evil  Actions  only  as  they  may 
promote  their  Intereft ;  it  is  extirpating  entirely 
Courage,  Greatnefs  of  Soul,  and  true  V^irtue.  Thou 
haft  imbibed,  excellent  Ifaac^  too  pure  a  Morality, 
not  to  condemn  fo  pernicious  and  deteftable  an  O- 
pinion  :  And  thou,  doubtlefs,  thinkeft,  that  Vv'ho- 
ever  commits  a  Crime,  in  whatever  Station  he  may 
be,  fails  in  his  Duty  to  Heaven,  to  his  Fellow-crea- 
tur  s,  and  to  himfelf. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  good  Ifaac ;    may  thy  Days 
be  contented  and  propitious, 


London,   the 


LET- 


t 
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LETTER     CLXXXI. 


Jacob  Brito  to  Aaron  Monceca. 

r^  Uriofity  prompted  me,  worthy  Monceca,  to 
^  undertake  a  Journey,  during  which  I  had  fre- 
quent Occafion  to  refleifl  on  the  Mifery  of  Man- 
kind. 1  fet  out  fome  Time  fmce  for  Tripoli,  to 
go  and  vifit  the  Ruins  of  Cyrene.  Several  Arabians, 
whofe  chief  Food  is  Milk  and  Barley  Meal,  inha- 
bit thofe  Ruins.  Their  Manners  are  as  pure  as 
their  Diet  is  fimple  and  frugal.  They  contemn 
Riches,  carefully  pradife  the  Laws  of  Hofpitality  ; 
and  have  no  other  Employment  but  that  of  looking 
after  their  Flocks.  If  they  were  not  fo  indolent, 
we  might  confider  them  as  true  Philofophers,  who, 
fenfible  of  the  Infignificancy  of  the  Treafures  which 
Men  fo  greatly  fearch  after,  are  able  to  reftrain  their 
Defires,  and  wilh  only  for  fuch  Things  as  are  ne- 
celTary.  But,  fo  furprizing  is  their  Indolence,  they 
never  fow  but  jurt  the  Qiiantity,  which  may  fup- 
port  them  during  a  Year,  whence  it  fometimes  falls 
out,  that  the  Harveft  not  anfwering  their  Expecta- 
tions, they  are  in  want ;  and  by  that  Means  are 
obliged  to  barter  fome  of  their  Cattle,  in  order  to 
procure  the  Barley  they  want. 

The  Arabians  profefs  the  Ma hofnme dan  ftelgion, 
they  neverthelefs  have  feveral  Ufages  that  very  much 
refemble  ours  ;  and  it  is  very  probable  that  many  of 
their  Cuftoms   are  borrowed  from  the  Jews.     On 

Fridays 
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Fridays  they  light  up,  in  their  Tents,  Lamps  like 
to  thofe  we  make  ufe  of,  in  our  Houfes,  on  the 
Sabbath  Day.  They  never  eat  of  any  Viands  pre- 
pared by  Perfons  of  a  different  Religion  from  them- 
felves ;  which  the  Turks  of  the  Levant^  and  the  A- 
fricans^  do  not  fcruple  to  do.  Nay,  fome  of  the 
Jaft  mentioned  do  not  refufe  fuch  Meats  or  Drinks 
as  are  forbid  by  the  Law  ;  they  confidering  this  Pre- 
cept as  an  Advice,  not  as  an  Order.  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, worthy  Monceca^  that  thefe  Bedoins  *,  bor- 
rowed their  Cuftoms  from  thofe  of  the  ancient  Jews 
who  were  difpeifed  in  /Egypt,  and  over  the  Coafts 
of  Africa^  after  the  Deftruction  of  Jerufaletn  and 
Bitter.  The  Ruin  of  this  laft  mentioned  City  pro- 
ved ftill  more  fatal  to  the  Difperfion  of  our  ill-fated 
Nation,  than  that  of  the  Capitol  of  Judea. 

At  fome  Leagues  diitance  from  Cyrene,  a  Forelt 
of  a  great  Extent  was  found,  inhabited  by  feveral 
Nations  that  profefs  no  Religion  ;  and  who,  like  to 
the  Beafis  of  the  Field,  follov;  blindly  the  Impul- 
fes  of  their  PafTions.  It  is  affirmed  that  they  are 
di redded  and  governed  wholly  by  Inftinct.  Among 
thcfe  People^  as  we  are  told,  Sons  enjoy  their  Mo- 
thers^  Fathers  their  Daughters^  and  Brothers  their 
Sijiers.  They  know  no  fuch  Diftin6lions  as  thofe 
of  King,  Magidrate  or  Superior.  The  ftrongeft 
Man  is  the  moft  dreaded.  They  go  almoft  naked, 
and  have  no  other  Drefs,  to  fecure  themfclves  from 
the  Inclemencies  of  the  Weather,  but  the  Skins  of 
Goats  they  kill,  and  of  which  they  make  them- 
felves  a  Kind  of  Cloaks  ;  and  for  this  Purpofe  they 
only  dry  them  in  the  Sun. 

XVhen  v/e  confider  attentively,  dear  Monceca,  the 
Manner  of  Living  of  thofe  Barbarians,  what  ought 
we  to  think  of  the  Opinion  of    fuch  Philofophers 

*  A  Sort  of  Arabs. 

as 
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as  fo  boldy  contend  for  innate  Ideas  ?  I  would  only 
ask  them,  to  what  Purpofe  are  all  their  fine-fpun 
metaphyfical  Difcourfes,  fince  they  are  all  contra- 
dicted by  Experience  .? 

Is  it  not  furprizing,  that  a  Man  fhould  pretend 
to  argue  againfl:  a  real  Thing,  and  upon  no  other 
Foundation  than  this,  viz.  that  its  Reality  does  not 
agree  with  the  Syilem  he  had  formed  in  his  Imagi- 
nation ?  Ought  not  Philofopl^iers  to  own  frankly, 
that  whenever  a  Thing  is  demon ftrated  by  Experi- 
ence, it  is  abfurd  to  fearch  for  Reafons  to  combat 
it  ?  But  Men  of  great  Genius  fometimes  fail  into 
this  miftaken  Condu(51:.  There  is  no  Follower  of 
Des  Cartes  or  Alallebranche  but  is  firmly  perfuaded, 
or  declares  he  is  (o^  that  the  Soul  has  innate  Ideas, 
which  enable  it  to  diftinguifli  eafily  between  Good 
and  Evil,  Virtue  and  Vice.  When  this  obflinate 
Philofopher  is  told,  that  what  is  looked  upon  as  vi- 
cious in  one  Country,  is  confidered  as  laudable  and 
virtuous  in  another ;  he  either  is  contented  with 
denying  the  Truth  of  this  evident  Fail,  or  has  Re- 
courfe  to  a  trifling  Subterfuge  ;  and  imagines  he 
makes  fuch  a  Reply  as  is  unanfwerable,  by  faying, 
that  Men  ftifle,  by  their  depraved  Education,  thofe 
innate  Ideas,  and  prevent  the  EfFecfts  of  them. 

Without  attempting  to  demonftrate  the  Infigni- 
ficancy  of  thofe  Ideas,  which  are  never  of  the  leall 
Ufe  to  the  Soul  ;  I  aflert,  dear  Monceca^  that  it  is 
abfolutely  impoffible  there  (hould  be  any  innate 
Knowledge  in  the  Undcrftanding  of  Man,  which 
may  enable  it  to  diftinguiili  between  Good  and  E- 
vil,  Virtue  and  Vice.  The  Deity  contented  him- 
f;?If  with  indulging  Reafcn  to  Mankind,  by  whofc 
Aid  they  may  eafily  raife  themfelves  to  that  Degree 
of  Perfedlion  which  their  Condition  requires.  The 
Light  of  Nature  is  fufficient  to  make  them  diftin- 
guiih  betv/een  tJie  profitable  and  the  horicfi:  \    and 

if 
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if  they  do  not  make  this  prudent  Diftinftion,  it  is 
owing  to  their  not  refle6ling,  or  their  being  carri- 
ed away  by  the  Force  of  their  Prejudices. 

If  there  was  fome  certain  Rule  (innate  in  the 
Soul)  for  diftinguiftiing  Good  from  Evil,  it  would 
be  impoflible,  in  fpite  of  Prejudices,  that  whole 
Nations  fhould  violate  them,  calmly,  and  without 
the  leaft  Fear  of  Anxiety.  It  would  be  ftill  more 
furprizing,  that  the  Underflanding  fhould  not  fome- 
times  perceive  thofe  Ideas  which  were  in  itfelf.  Is 
it  not  abfurd  to  afTert,  that  the  Mind  (hould  have 
a  perfect  Knowledge  of  a  Thing  on  which  it  never 
refle£led,  and  which  never  prefents  itfelf  to  it  ? 

No  Man  can  deny,  without  refufing  his  Aflent 
to  the  moft  evident  Things,  that  all  Laws,  which 
are  looked  upon  as  facred  in  fome  Countries,  are 
rejected  in  others,  and  confidered  as  vicious,  and 
even  fometimes  as  horrid  and  abominable  ones.  If 
the  Soul  is  endued  with  innate  Ideas  at  its  Birth,  I 
would  ask.  Friend  Monceca^  which  of  thofe  Ideas 
we  ought  to  confider  as  fuch  ?  Whether  thofe  which 
infpire  the  Carlbbees^  who  roaft  and  eat  a  Man  as 
they  would  a  Chicken  ?  Or  thofe  of  the  Spanijh  and 
Poriuguefe  Inquifitors,  who  burn  Jews  in  honour 
of  the  Deity  ?  Or  thofe  of  the  Englijh  and  Dutchy 
who  permit  every  A4an  to  follow  the  Dictates  of 
-his  Confcience,  and  punifli  fuch  Crimes  only  as 
difturb  civil  Society  ?  I  am  certain  that  a  Carte- 
ftan  would  immediately  anfwer,  that  there  needs 
nothing  more  than  common  Senfe  to  perceive  how 
horrid  the  spanijh  and  Caribhee  Cuftoms  are.  But 
I  would  intreat  him  to  tell  me,  of  what  Ufe  are 
innate  Ideas,  fince  we  muft  have  Recourfe  to  Rea- 
fon  in  order  to  examine  the  Reality  of  them,  and 
judge  of  their  Validity.  The  Light  of  Nature  is 
therefore  fuffici'ent  to  illuminate  the  human  Mind. 
If  it  be  anfwered,    that  the  Light  of  Nature  acSs 

only 


Let.iSr.     TZ(f  Jewish  Spv.  191 

only  in  Confequence  of  thefe  innate  Ideas,  this  Ob- 
jecSiion  may  be  eafily  deftroyed  ;  fmce  Nations  the 
moft  po)i(hed,  the  moft  civih'zed,  and  the  mofl 
witty,  have  entertained  the  talfeft,  and  even  the 
moft  horrid  Ideas,  with  regard  to  feveral  funda- 
mental Pra6licesof  Morality.  "  If  any,  fays  an 
*'  illufirious  Author  *,  can  be  thought  to  be  natu- 
*'  rally  imprinted,  none,  I  think,  can  have  a  fair- 
*'  er  Pretence  to  be  innate  than  the  following.  Pa- 
"  reiits^  preferve  and  cherijh  your  Children,  When 
**  therefore  you  fay,  that  it  is  an  innate  Rule, 
*'  what  do  you  mean  ?  Either  that  it  is  an  innate 
"  Principle,  which,  upon  all  Occafions,  excites 
•'  and  direds  the  Actions  of  all  Men  :  Or  elfe,  that 
"  it  is  a  Truth  which  all  Men  have  Imprinted  on 
"  their  Minds,  and  which  therefore  they  know  and 
"  aiTent  to.  But  in  neither  of  thefe  Senfes  is  it  in- 
*'  nate.  Firft,  that  it  is  not  a  Principle,  which 
*'  influences  all  Men's  Actions,  is  what  I  have 
*'  proved  by  the  Examples  before  cited  :  Nor  need 
"  we  feek  fo  far  as  Aiengrdia  or  Peru,  to  find  In- 
'*  fiances  of  fuch  as  negledt,  abufe,  nay,  and  de- 
*'  ftroy  their  Children  ;  or  look  on  it  only  as  the 
*'  more  than  Brutality  of  fome  favage  or  barbarous 
*'  Nations,  when  we  remember,  that  it  was  a  fa- 
*'  miliar  and  uncondemned  Pra6tlce  among  the 
*'  Greeks  and  Ro?/ians,  to  exp'ofe,  without  Pity  or 
*'  Remorfe,  their  innocent  Infants.  Secondly, 
"   that  it  is  an  innate  Truth,  known  to  all  Men, 

**  is  alfo  falfe. But  thefe  Ideas  (which  mufl  be 

*'  all  innate,  if  any  Thing  of  a  Duty  be  fo)  are  fo 
*'  far  from  being  innate,  that  it  is  not  every  ftudi- 
.**  ous  thinking  Man,  much  lefs  every  one  that 
*'  comes  into  the  World,  in  which  they  are  to  be 
*'  found  clear  and  diftin(fl;." 

*  Locke's  EfTay  on  Human  UnderlUnding,    Vol.    I. 
Ch^J>.  iii.  pag.  37.  London  1716, 

The 
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The  Partifans  for  innate  Ideas  do  not  call  to 
mind,  worthy  Monccca^  that  not  only  thefe  Prin- 
ciples, which  they  confideras  moft  evident,  are  re- 
jected by  whole  Nations,  but  likewife  by  learned 
Men  who  live  among  them,  and  are  Members  of 
the  fame  Society.  All  the  Europeans  look  upon  it 
as  (hameful  and  infamous,  to  copulate  with  a  Wo- 
man publickly  :  But  a  Philofopher,  a  Friend  of 
mine,  rejecfled  this  Idea  as  falfe  and  ridiculous.  Will 
any  Perfon  aflert  that  it  was  innate  in  his  Soul  ? 
"  Men,  ja^s  he,  make  choice  of  the  moft  folitary 
*^  Places  to  multiply  their  Kind.  They  ftay  till 
*«  Night  comes  to  propagate  their  Species  ;  and  look 
'^  out  for  the  molt  ferene  Days,  and  the  moft  open 
"  Plains  to  deftroy  them.  A  Husband  does  not 
*^  dare  to  approach  his  Wife  before  his  Friends  ; 
*'  and  a  Soldier  kills  a  very  worthy  Man,  who  nc- 
*'  ver  gave  him  the  lead  Offence,  in  fight  of  an 
<'  hundred  thoufand  Men,  who  approve  and  np 
*'  plaud  the  Murder,  and  beftow  the  moft  glorio  ., 
"  Names  upon  it." 

How  odd  foever  the  Opinion  may  feem,  viz.  that 
it  is  not  indecent  to  enjoy  a  Woman  in  public,  ne- 
verthelefs  whole  Nations  have  been  feen,  who,  th: 
they  entertained  the  moft  exalted  Ideas  of  true  Glo- 
ry, and  honoured  and  cheriflied  Virtue,  yst  blindly 
followed  thelmpulfcs  of  Nature,  and  were  not  un- 
der the  leaft  Reftraint  in  Actions  wherein  their 
Wives  fhared.  *'  The  Nafamones,  a  great  and  po- 
«'  pulous  Nation  mLybia,  fays  Herodotus*,  gene- 
"  rally  have  feveral  Wives,  and  enjoy  them  pub- 
*'  lickly,  almoft  in  the  fame  Manner  *  the  Maf- 
<t  fagetes^  after  thrufting  a  Stick  in  the  Ground  be- 
<«  fore  them.  It  is  their  Cuftom  at  Weddings  for 
*'  the  Bride,  on  the  Nuptial  Night,  to  go  and  vifit 

*  Herodotus,  Lib.  4. 
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*'  the  Men  Invited  to  the  Ceremony,  in  order  to  lye 
*'  with  thsm  ;  and  every  Spark,  after  having  dalli- 
*'  ed  with  her,  gives  her  a  Prefent,  which  iie  had 
**  brought  with  him  for  that  Purpofe.  They  (wear 
"  by  thofe  Men  who  were  confidered  as  the  mod 
*'  juft  and  virtuous  among  them,  by  laying  their 
"  Hands  on  their  Sepulchres*." 

The  bare  Refledlion  on  this  fmgle  PafTage  will 
evidently  prove  the  Falfity  of  innate  Ideas.  We 
thereby  Tee  whole  Nations  revere  Virtue  to  fo  great 
a  Degree,  as  to  deify  thofe  who  adhered  moil  ftricft- 
ly  to  its  Dictates  :  And,  neverthelefs,  fpiteof  thefe 
pure  Ideas,  how  abfurd  are  fome  of  their  Cuftoms 
with  regard  to  the  Marriage  State  !  What  then  will 
become  of  thefe  innate  Ideas  by  which  A/[ankind 
are  able  to  dillinguifh  Things  that  are  honeft  from 
fijch  as  are  fliameful  ?  How  emphatically  foever 
Tully^s  Authority  may  be  urged,  to  prove  that  Ho- 
nelly  and  Virtue  arc  naturally  knovv'n  to  Mankind  ; 
may  it  notbe  juftly  anfwered,  that  this  Raman  Phi- 
lofopher's  Thought  may  be  thus  explained,  viz, 
that  they  are  enabled  to  diftinguifh  Good  from 
Evil  by  Reflection,  but  not  from  an  innate 
Principle? 

If  itfliould  be  objedted,  thsLt  the  N'afamones^  tho' 
they  had  the  Means  of  Refieftion,  like  other  Men, 
continued  neverthelefs  in  their  Blindnefs  ;  and  con- 
fequently,  that  the  Reflection,  which  I  fuppofe  to 
ferve  them  as  a  Rule  for  diftinguifhing  Good  from 
Evil,  is  as  ufelefs  as  innate  Ideas  :  To  this  I  anfwer, 

*  Jf^ui  nos  Legem  bonam  a  mala,  nulla  olid  mft  Nc.tu- 
r^F  Normdy  divider e  pojjiimus.  Ncc  folum  Jus  ^  Injuria, 
d  Natura  dijudicatury  fed  omnino  omnia  Honejia  acTurpiii. 
Nam  is*  communis  Liteili^entia  nobis  notas  Res  efficit,  enf- 
que  in  A?umis  mjlris  inchoat'ity  ut  Honejla  in  Firtute  po- 
w.ntur,  in  Fit i is  Turpia,  Cicero  de  Legibus,  Lib.  U 
fol.   331. 

V  O  L.   V.  K  that 
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thattheSoul  may  indeed  not  perceive  certain  Things, 
when  it  had  no  Knowledge  of  them  ;  but  that  it  is 
impoffible  for  it  to  have  a  peifed  and  innate  Idea, 
and  never  make  any  Attention  to  it.  When  a  Na- 
tion, clouded  by  Prejudices,  does  not  make  ufe  of 
their  Reafon  in  certain  Matters,  it  is  natural  that 
their  Minds  fliould  not  refledt  on  a  Matter  whereof 
they  have  no  Knowledge,  and  which  they  cannot 
fully  difcover  by  infenfible  Degrees.  But  the  Un- 
derftanding  which  we  ought  to  acquire  by  innate 
Ideas  differs  widely.  It  ought  to  a6l  with  Strength, 
fince  it  is  engraved,  in  indelible  Charadlers,  on  the 
Underlhnding  ;  and  all  Prejudices,  how  ftrong  fo- 
ever,  cannot  eclipfe  it  totally.  It  muft  neceffarily 
throw  out,  from  time  to  time,  fome  Sparks,  and 
enlighten  the  Soul,  amid  the  Gloom  of  the  moft 
barbarous  Cuftoms.  Now,  nothing  is  fo  certain, 
as  that  the  Mind  does  not  perceive  any  of  thofe 
Glimmerings.  ThtNafatnones  were  as  firmly  per- 
fuadtd,  that  it  was  a  wife  and  pious  Adtion  to  caufe 
the  Bride  to  lye  with  all  the  Men  who  came  to  her 
Wedding,  as  a  Spaniard  is  convinced  that  it  is  a 
laudable  Aclion  to  caufe  a  Man  to  be  burnt  who  re- 
fufes  to  kifs  the  Pope's  Slipper.  What  have  innate 
Ideas  to  do  in  thefe  diftant  Cuftoms  ?  Why  do  they 
not  act?  If  they  do  exift,  of  what  Ufe  are  they? 
It  can  hardly  be  asked  why  Reflection  does  not  adl 
in  its  Turn  ;  but  ftiould  fuch  a  Query  be  offered, 
the  Reply  would  be  this,  tliat  the  Reafon  why  it 
does  not  avft  is  becaufe  it  does  not  exift  yet,  and  has 
not  been  employed.  But  it  is  not  the  fame  with  regard 
to  innate  Ideas:  They  are  planted  in  the  Soul ;  they 
are  in  it,  and  yet  do  not  prefent  themfelves  the  Mo- 
ment in  which  they  fliould  appear  with  the  utmoft 
Luftre. 

I  am  very  much  furprized,  Friend  Mo72ccca^  how 
it  was  poffible  for  fo  chimerical  an  Opinion  to  meet 

with 
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with  fo  many  Paitizans;  and  I  am  Hill  more  fur- 
prized,  that,  among  thefe  Partizans,  fome  iliouid 
be  Philofophers  of  the  higheft  Rank.  I  fhoulJ  be 
apt  to  believe,  that  the  Singularity  of  this  Opinioa 
was  the  Caufe  of  its  being  patronized  by  the  Per- 
fons  in  queftion.  It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  there 
is  a  certain  Luftre  in  it  that  pleafes  at  firft  Sight: 
but  the  Moment  we  examine  it  attentively,  vi'e  are 
obliged  to  own,  that  all  thefe  innate  Ideas  are  mere 
Chimeras  of  the  Brain  ;  and  that  the  Deity  indul- 
ged Mankind  no  other  Method,  in  order  to  diftui- 
guifh  Good  from  Evil,  than  the  Liberty  of  reflt(5l- 
ing,  and  making  ufe  of  their  Reafon.  It  would 
be  idle  to  pretend,  that  the  natural  Light  is  as  ufe- 
lefs  to  them  as  innate  Ideas,  fmce,  fpite  of  this  pre- 
cious Gift,  whole  Nations  feem  to  enjoy  no  more 
than  bare  Inftincfi:.  It  is  the  (dme  with  human 
Reafon  as  with  Free-will :  They  may  make  ufe  of 
it  if  they  think  proper,  without  being  reduced  to 
the  NecefTity  of  employing  it.  From  this  Liberty 
it  is  that  the  different  Degree  of  Wifdom,  Prudence, 
and  Virtue,  which  is  found  among  Men,  arifes. 

What  Difficulty  foever  we  may  find  in  recon- 
ciling the  Condition  of  certain  Nations  with  the. 
Ideas  we  form  to  ourfelves  of  fupreme  Wifdom, 
we  ought  to  fubmit,  and  conclude  there  are  certain 
Secrets  which  we  are  not  allowed  to  pry  into.  If 
the  Carlbbees  are  fo  ifupid  as  to  feed  upon  the  Pri- 
foners  they  take  in  War ;  if  the  Inhabitants  of  Zo- 
cotora  kill  their  Fathers  when  afflided  with  a  dan- 
gerous Sicknefs,  or  far  advanced  in  Years,  v/e  may 
fuppofe,  that  it  was  in  their  Power  to  have  kaowa 
by  Refle£lion,  how  widely  their  Maxims  diri:c]ed 
from  true  Equity.  "  We  fhall  have  no  Caufe, 
"y^yj  a  famous  Jutho?-"^,  to  complain  of  our  Know* 

*  Locke. 

K  2  ^*  ledge,- 
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'*  ledge,  if  we  apply  our  Minds  to  what  may  be 
*'  of  Service  to  us ;  becaufe  in  this  cafe,  it  may  be 
«  of  great  Ufe  to  us.'* 

Thofe  Men,  moft  worthy  Monceca,  who  plunge 
in  to  the  greatefl  Diforders,  ought  to  blame  them- 
felves  for  it.  We  can  fcarce  doubt  but  that  there 
are  certain  Pra6tices,  the  Imperfecftions  of  which 
are  known  by  the  moft  barbarous  Nations,  I  am 
certain  that  all  Men,  as  foon  as  they  have  attained 
to  Years  of  Difcretion,  are  fenfible  that  it  is  not 
juft  to  do  to  others,  what  they  would  not  defire  to 
have  done  to  themfelves.  And  yet,  fo  ftrong  are 
their  Paffions  or  Prejudices,  that  they  do  not  attend 
to  their  firtt  Refledtions ;  and  ad  agreeably  to  the 
Cuftoms  eftabl'fhed  in  the  Society  whereof  they  ara 
Members.  The  Nazareens  confider  Murder  as  a 
Crime;  and  yet,  do  they  not  daily  murder  one  an- 
other, as  though  they  were  fo  many  wild  Beafts? 
To  what  Heights  had  they  carried  the  Practice  of 
Duelling  !  A  Q;jarrel  between  two  Men  often  caufed 
the  Death  of  tv/enty  others,  who  had  never  the 
leaftDifpute,  The  like  miftaken  Conduct  prompts 
Savages  to  devour  their  Enemies.  Methinks  it  is 
not  fo  cruel  to  ferve  up  the  divided  Limbs  of  a  hu- 
man Body  at  a  Feaft,  as  to  kill  a  Man.  Nevcrthc- 
lefs,  moit  Nations  have  beftowed  upon  it  the  mif- 
taken Names  of  Courage  and  Intrepidity.  The 
moft  civilized  People  have  alfo  fallen  in  to  this  Er- 
ror ;  but  will  any  one  fay,  on  this  Occafion,  that 
they  were  deprived  of  the  Means  for  Refledion  ? 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  ^ood  Monceca,  live  contented 
and  happy. 

Trlpdiy  the  .  .  .- 


LET- 
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Aaron  Monceca  /<?  Isaac  On  is,   a  Cara- 
ite^    formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Confxancinople. 

'np  H  F  Jefuits,  dear  Ifaac^  are  forbid,  upon  Pain 
^  ot  Death,  to  xq^kXq  mEyigland,  The  Govern- 
ment dreads  their  Politics  and  dangerous  Aftability  ; 
and  have  fee  every  Engine  at  worl<.  to  fecure  them- 
felves  from  their  Machinations  *. 

The  Fears  of,  and  Hatred  in  which  they  hold 
th.e  Sons  of  Lcyola^  refledls  as  much  Honour  on 
them,  as  that  which  the  Nazarecns  bore  to  Ma- 
hommed  did  on  his  Conqueror.  The  Rejoicings  they 
?nade  at  his  Death^  ivere  as  glorious  as  fo  many  Pa- 
negyricks.  7'he  cautious  Methods  which  the  Eng- 
lijh  take,  to  keep  the  Jefuits  out  of  their  Country, 
is  a  perpetual  Encomium  of  their  Genius,  as  well 
as  of  their  great  Skill  in  Affairs  of  the  moft  delicate 
Nature. 

We  are  furprized,  excellent  Ifaac^  when  we  re- 
fled  on  the  altonifhing  Progrefs  they  made  in  a  very 

* Aut  idla  pit  at  Is 

Dona  caret  e  Dolis  Duiiaum  ?  Sic  notus  XJlyJJes  ? 

^liquid  cjl,  tifi:eo  DancoSy  i^'  Dona  ferentes. 

Virgil.  TEnid.  If. 

Think  you  the  GYtc\2irs  from  your  Con/is  are  gone. 
And  are  UlyfTes"  Arts  no  better  kno^n  ? 

Truft  not  their  P/efents,  nor  c-hnit  their  Horfe. 

JDryden. 
K  3  '    fhort 
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(bort  Time  ;  and  can  fcarce  conceive  it  po/Tible 
for  them,  in  the  Space  of  fifty  Years,  to  become 
fo  ])owcrfuI,  as  to  overturn  part  of  Europe.  And 
indeed,  who  would  not  be  furprized  to  fee  an  igno- 
rant, enthufiaftic  Creature,  ailifted  by  four  or  five 
fuch  Creatures  as  himfelf,  lay  the  Foundations  of 
tht  moft  powerful  Commonwealth  eftabliflied  in 
thefe  later  Ages.  What  Elogiums  foever  the  Jefuits 
may  have  beflowed  on  their  Founder  ;  and  hov7 
ilrongly  foever  they  may  have  endeavoured  to  get 
him  ranked  am.ong  the  moft  exalted  Genius's,  the 
"World  is  not  impofed  upon  by  their  fabulous  Tales ; 
nor  can  their  chimerical  Exaggerations  leiTen  the 
Surprize  of  People.  It  is  fo  certain  that  their  Le- 
giflator  was  always  a  very  ignorant  Creature,  that 
at  the  Time  when  the  Papal  Court  was  greedy  to 
canonize  him,  the  Parifians  not  only  confidered 
iiim  as  a  frantic  Wretch,  but  even  inveighed  againffc 
him  in  full  Senate.  The  Parliament  of  Paris  were 
not  difpleafed  to  hear  the  Advocate,  who  fpoke  in 
the  Name  of  all  xh^  French  Divines,  give  the  Foun- 
der in  queftion  the  word  of  CharacSlers.  "  Igna- 
*'  iius^  fays  Pafquier^  in  his  Plea  for  the  Univer- 
*'  fity  of  Paris  againft  the  Jefuits*,  was  a  Spaniard 
*'  in  the  Time  of  our  Fathers  who  had  devoted 
**  himfelf  to  a  military  Life.  He  happened  to  be 
"  wounded  in  the  City  of  Painpeluna^  when  we 
*'  were  laying  Siege  to  it.  Whilfl  he  was  under 
•*  the  Surgeon's  Hands,  lie  amufcd  himfelf  with 
**  reading  the  Lives  of  the  Fathers  ;  for  iiis  Igno- 
*'  ranee  was  fo  great,  that  he  could  not  raiie  his 
"  Mind  to  more  exalted  Subjects." 

Here,  excellent  IJaac-y  we  have  an  authentic  Cer- 
tificate  of   IgnatiuC^   Ignoraiice,    and   the   Jefuits 

*  Pafquier,    Recherches  de  la  France,    Z;tv.    111. 
Chap*  xliii.  pag.  319. 

themfelves 
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themfelves  do  not  deny  it.  They  only  pretend* 
that,  after  having  retired  from  the  World,  he  ap' 
plied  himfelf  to  Study  ;  that  he  made  a  very  great 
Progrefs  in  it,  and  became  as  eminent  for  his  Learn- 
ing as  his  Piety.  Though  this  (hould  be  granted 
them,  it  neverthelefs  will  follow,  that  their  Foun- 
der was  vaftly  ignorant  ;  as  was  proved  by  the  Body 
of  theUniverfitv  of  Pi7m,  in  Prefence  of  the  chief 
Magiflrates  of  the  Kingdom.  '*  Ignatius^  fays  ?a(' 
**  quier  again  *,  got  with  forrie  People.  They 
**  travelled  together  to  Rome  and  Jerufaicm  \  anc^, 
**  at  laft  founded  their  Retreat  in  Fenicc^  a  City 
*'  which,  being  expofed  to  all  the  Winds  and 
"  Waves  of  the  Sea,  is  owned,  by  fome  Italian 
"  Authors,  to  be  the  Receptacle  of  many  V^ces  of 
"  the  mod  odious  kind.  There  they  wore,  during 
"  fome  Time,  the  Mask  of  Hypocrify,  and  pre- 
*'  tended  to  a  great  Sanctity  and  Aufterity  of  Life  ; 
*'   when  perceiving  that  People  began  to  approve  of 

"  their  Superftitious  Practices, they  took  the 

"  bold  Refoluticn  to  go  to  Rome,  and  there  began 
*'  to  promulgate  their  Dodrincs.  And  notwith- 
"  fbnding  that  the  greatclt  Part  of  them  were  ig- 
"  norant,  not  only  of  Divinity,  but  likewife  of 
"  the  firlt  Elements  of  Grammar,  they  yet  began 
"  to  promife  aloud  two  Things ;  the  one  to  preach 
*'  the  Gofpel  to  Unbelievers,  in  order  to  convert 
"  them  to  the  Faith  ;  the  other.,  to  inflrud  all 
''   Pcrfons  in  Learning,  gratis.'^ 

If  it  were  true  that  Ignatius  had  as  much  Learn- 
ing as  his  Difciples  declare,  I  cannot  conceive  tiiat 
the  Parliament  would  have  permitted  it  to  be  called 
Jupcr/Iiticus  and  hypocritical  \  or  that  the  Univerfity, 
in  full  Senate,  would  have  fupported  and  confinnea 
the  Speech  made  by  their  Advocate.     Would  it  not 

*  Ibid. 

K  4  have 
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have  been  very  furprizing,  had  an  AfTemhly  of  fa- 
gacious  Magillrates  permitted  Perfons  to  advance, 
without  the  Jeaft  Proof,  Particulars  of  fo  cdious  and 
blackening  a  Nature  ?  F^or  there  is  no  Medium  on 
this  Occafion.  Either  Ignatius  was  fuch  as  the  Je- 
fuits  declare  him  to  have  been,  or  he  was  an  Hypo- 
crite, and  pretended  Zealot.  If  he  had  fpent  his 
Life  in  Virtue,  a  venerable  AfTemhly  ought  not  to 
have  fuffered  his  Memory  to  be  afperfed  by  a  fcan- 
<lalous  Plea :  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  merited 
the  Inve^lives  thrown  upnn  him  by  Pafquier^  the 
Parhamcnt  fhould  neceflarily  have  been  hlent:  But 
this  Silence,  which  is  equivalent  to  an-  Approbation, 
exifts,  and  confequently  Ignatius  was  an  Hypocrite. 

Reafon  confirms  this  Opinion  ;  which  is  flrongly 
corroborated  by  the  Rules  and  Inititutions  of  the 
Jefuits.  If  it  be  taken  for  granted,  that  the  Foun- 
der of  the  Society  was  a  Man  remarkable  for  his 
Simplicity,  Good-nature  and  Piety,  and  ftudious 
to  fhun  all  human  Pomp  ;  we  cannot  conceive  how 
it  was  pofTible  for  his  Difciples,  if  they  had  obferved 
his  Rules,  to  become  fo  great  aad  formidable.  But 
if  it  be  once  owned  that  he  was  a  cunning  Knave, 
and  an  artful  Hypocrite,  we  no  longer  wonder  that 
the  Jefuits  fhould  have  rifen  to  fuch  Power  and  Au- 
thority :  For  notwithlianding  that  Ignatius  was  vtry 
ignorant  in  the  Sciences,  he  yet  might  have  excelled 
in  Politics  ;  a  Circumflance  which  is  fufficient 
to  account  for  this  ludden  and  boundlefs  Power 
10  which  the  Society  rofe,  prefently  after  its  Foun- 
dation. 

I  know  not,  good  Aloyicsca^  whether  I  am  mif- 
taken  in  my  Conjectures,  but  there  appears  to  me 
a  vaft  Affinity  between  Mahommed  and  Ignatius 
Loyola.  Great  Faults  were  feen  in  both  :  Both 
equally  afFetSted  enthufiaftic  Infpirations  ;  and  both- 
endeavoured,  in  the  moft  artful  and  boldell  Man- 
ner, 


Let.  i82..   jT^^  Jewish  Spy.'  201 

ner,  to  give  Succefs  to  them.  Both  were  utter]7 
ignorant;  and  found  the  Art,  by  their  HypocriTy, 
to  fupply  their  Want  of  Knowledge  :  Both  of  them 
rofe  from  very  fmall  Beginnings;,  and  both  efta- 
biifh'd  Empires,  which  have  been  very  much  ag- 
grandized, hytheRuinof  a  great  Number  of  Prin- 
ces,  who  fell  the  fad  Victims  to  them. 

We  therefore  cannot,  without  being  unjuft,  re- 
fufe  the  two  Legiflators  in  queflion  the  Elogiums 
they  merit.  Notwithllranding  all  the  far-fetched 
Exclamations,  as  well  of  the  Nazareens  againfb 
Mahommed^  as  of  the  Janfeniffs  againlt  Ignatius^ 
yet  every  impartial  Perfon  will  allow,  that  they 
were  both  illuitrious  Knaves,  who  made  a  very  art- 
ful Ufe  of  Enthufiafm  and  Hypocrify,  in  order  to 
obtain  their  Ends  ;  and  the  more  they  are  reproach- 
ed with  Ignorance,  the  more  it  will  redound  to  their 
Cilory.  They  mufi:  neceflarily  have  been  Mailers 
of  the  mofl  profound  Politics,  to  be  able  to  com- 
penfate  for  fuch  an  Imperfection. 

When  a  Perfon  ishrmly  perfuaded,  mofl:  worthy 
■Jfaac,  of  the  leaft  Refemblance  there  is  between 
the  Head  of  the  Jcfuits,  and  that  of  iho  Mahom?nr.- 
dans^  we  are  no  longer  furprized  at  the  wonderfully 
rapid  Progrefs  made  by  the  Society  :  The  Reafon 
of  this  is  found  among  the  Turks ;  and,  m  perufmg 
their  Hiftory,  we  find  in  what  manner  a  Religion, 
ridiculoufly  foundedx>n  Superftltion  and  Enthufiafm, 
but  artfully  fapported  by  Artifice  and  Politics,  may 
rife  to  a  great  Height  in  a  fhort  Time. 

If  we  enquire  attentively  into  the  Conduct  of  the 
Jefdits,  we  fhall  find  that  it  bears  a  great  Affinity 
to  that  of  the  Mujfuhnen.  They  make  ufe  of  the 
fame  Methods  to  enlarge  their  Se6l ;  and,  like  then}, 
endeavour  to  feduce  Mankind  by  fomenting  their 
Pa.Tions,  or  terrifying  them  by  Fear.  If  the  at- 
tractive Charms  of  a  Plurality  of  Wives,  and  the 
K  5  inevi- 
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inevitable  Power  of  the  Ottoman  Arms,  won  /^fia  to 
the  Mahommedan  Faith;  the  loofe  Morahty  of  the 
Jefuits,  and  the  dreadful  Perfecutions  which  thofe 
who  oppofed  their  Opinions  were  made  to  fufter,  at 
Jail:  brought  over  to  them  all  thofe  who  refufed,  at 
firft,   to  fubmit  to  Jgnatiush  Inftitutions. 

It  is  very  eafy  to  make  an  Impreflion  upon  the 
Minds  of  Men,  when  they  are  attacked  on  their 
weak  Side.  It  is  daily  confefTed,  that  no  one  ought 
to  wonder  that  the  relaxed  and  feducing  Opinions  of 
Mahommed  fhould  have  won  over  fo  manv  Profe- 
lytes.  Why  then  fhould  any  Perfon  be  furprized, 
that  thofe  of  Ignatius  Loyola^  when  he  preached  up 
and  fupported  in  the  fame  Manner,  fliould  have  made 
the  like  Progrefs  ?  In  admitting  the  Parallel  between 
the  Turkifi)  and  the  Jefuitic  Politics,  the  Mind  ea- 
lily  unravels  a  Myftery,  which  it  could  never  dif- 
cover,  in  fuppofmg  Ignatius  to  have  been  really  in- 
dued with  a  Spirit  of  Piety.  If  he  had  been  as 
humble  as  his  Followers  pretend  him  to  have  been  ; 
as  he  was  fo  extremely  ignorant,  he  confequently 
would  have  founded,  at  mofl:,  an  Order  like  to  that 
or  the  Capuchins.  Francis  d' Affife  was  merely  an 
Enthufiaft  ;  and  accordingly,  all  his  Followers  were 
as  filly  and  wrong-hcatled  as  himfelf. 

As  the  Credit  and  Authority,  which  the  Society 
has  acquired  over  the  Minds  of  many  Perfons,  is 
founded  on  the  above-mentioned  Motives  ;  when  a 
Perfon  has  at  laft  difcovered  them,  he  no  longer 
feels  that  A-ftoniihment,  which  the  Rapidity  of  their 
Progrefs  creates  in  the  Minds  of  thofe,  who  do  not 
go  to  the  Bottom  of  Things.  But  I  will  fincerely 
own,  that  I  cannot  conceive  how  it  v/as  pofTible 
for  the  Jefuits  ever  to  obtain  the  Prote(f^ion  of 
crowned  Heads,  as  they  are  ftill,  and  have  always 
been  their  moft  cruel  Enemies.  If  it  be  objected, 
that  Artifice,    Complacency,    Cunnijig,    Knavery 

and 
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and  Politics,  pave  their  Way  to  the  Favour  of 
Princes  ;  I  anfwer  that  thefe  feveral  Qtialities,  ac- 
cording to  the  natural  Courfe  of  Things,  ought  not 
to  fccure  them  from  the  Indignation  that  ihould  ac- 
crue to  them  from  the  Opinions  of  their  chief  Au- 
thors, which  are  alfo  thofe  of  the  Society  3  and 
which  undermine  the  Power  of  Sovereigns,  and 
make  them  Slaves  to  the  Roman  Pontiff.  One 
Charles  Scrihani^  RecSlor  of  their  Convent  at  ^f«/-. 
werp^  has  publickly  maintained  in  his  Theatrwn 
Honoris  *■,  that  the  Pope  might  difpofrefs  Princes 
of  their  Dominions  at  Pieafure.  This  is  the  fa- 
vourite Opinion  of  the  Society,  how  contrary  foe- 
ver  it  may  he  to  the  Tranquility  of  a  People,  and 
to  that  of  Sovereigns.  It  is  yet  lefs  To  than  another 
Opinion  alTtrted  by  a  numberleis  Multitude  of  Di- 
vines among  the  Jefuits,  which  permits  Subjects  to 
rebel  againfl  their  Kings,  and  to  violate  the  Oath 
of  Fidelity  they  took  to  them,  whenever  they  1- 
magine  there  is  any  juft  Reafon  for  complaining 
of  it  f. 

Is  it  not  flrange,  excellent  Ifaac,  that  a  Set  of 
Men,  who  maintain  Maxims  {o  pernicious  to  Prin- 
ces, fhould  yet  meet  with  fuch  Favour  from  them  ; 
be  their  Mmiflers  of  State,  their  Directors,  their 
Friends  and  Confidents  ?  Thefe  are  Things  we  can- 
not comprehend,    till  Experience  fliall  have  proved 

*  In  which  he  had  difguifed  himfelf  under  t!ie  Name 
of  Clarus  Bonarjlius,  the  Anagram  of  his  Luti.i  Name 
Carolus  Scriljunius. 

•\  'Tyrannice  gubtrnam  lata  Setitentid  ^cteji  deponi  a  Po- 
fulo^  etiam  qui  jura^jit  ei  per  pet  u  cm  Ohedientiatn^  Jt  movJ- 
tus  non  ^'idt  conigi.      Emanuelis  Sa  Summa,  de  Summo 

Pontiff.     Cap.   lVIII.  Rex ft  nan  facit  OFici- 

cium  fuum^  ci.m  eji   aliqua  jujla  djifa  eligi poteji  alius  a 
mojori  Parte  Pop:  li,     Emnn.  Sa,    ibidem. 

K  6  the 
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the  Certainty  of  them,  for  it  would  be  to  no  Pur- 
pofe  to  obje(^,  that  the  Books  in  which  thefe  dange- 
rous Tenets  are  found,  are  the  Compofitions  of  pri- 
vate Pcrfons,  which  therefore  ought  not  to  bring  an 
Odium  upon  the  Body.  The  ReflecSlions,  which  a 
Jefuit  inferts  in  the  Writings  publifhed  by  him, 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  thofe  of  the  whole  Society. 
They  have  the  Approbation  of  a  great  Number  of 
Divines,  appointed  by  the  General  of  the  Order, 
who,  in  his  Narae  and  that  of  the  whole  Society, 
adopt  and  patronize  every  Thing  contained  in  the 
Book.  No  Book,  how  monftrous  foever  it  may 
be,  that  was  writ  by  a  Jefuit,  but  it  is  favoured 
with  an  authentic  Certificate,  given  in  the  Name  of 
the  Superiors.  Mariana^s  execrable  Treatife  has 
this  Advantage  ;  and  the  following  Atteftation  is 
feen  at  the  Head  of  it,  /,  Stephen  Hojeda,  Vi- 
ftior  of  the  'Jefuits  in  the  Province  of  Toledo,  by  the 
Jpsclal  Power  which  I  received  from  Claudius  A- 
qUAVlVA,  our  Father  Gen  era  ly  permit  the  Publt" 
tation  of  the  'hree  Books  which  John  Mariana,  a 
Father  of  the  f aid  Society ^  has  wrii^  and  which  are 
entitled^  Of  the  King,  and  his  Infiitution  ;  the 
Work  in  quejlion  having  been  alrcedv  approved  by  a 
confiderable  "Number  of  learned  Per  fans  y  dijiinguijhed 
by  their  Merits  of  our  faid  Society.  In  witnefs 
whereof  I  have  writ  thefe  Letters^  fubfcribed  with  my 
Name,  to  which  my  Seal  is  affixed.  From  our  Col- 
iV^f /«  Madrid,  the  fifth  of  Dtc^rnhzY  J^()^.  Sign- 
ed, Stephen  Hoj£Da,  Vifitor*. 

As 

*Stfphanus  Hojeda,  Vf it  at  or  Societatis  fefu  in 
Tro'iincid  'loletcitd^  potefiate  fpeciali  fc-:tid  a  nojlro  Patre 
QeneraU  Cl  audio  Aqua  viva  do  Facultatern  ut  iynpri- 
7np.tur  Lihri  tres  quos  de  Rege  &  Regis  Inftitutione  compi/^ 
fuit  P.  JoANNts  Mariana  ejufdem  Societatisy  qidppc  cp- 
probates  prins  a  Viris  do^is  sJJ'  grwvibui  ex  eodem  nojlro 

Ordine, 
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As  Mariana^  Morality  is  that  of  the  General  of 
the  Jefuits,  and  of  all  thofe  whom  he  appoints  to 
examine  the  Books  publiflied  by  Jefuits,  is  not  the 
Favour  which  the  Society  has  acquired  at  the  Courts 
of  fo  many  Princes,  a  very  furprizing  Circum- 
ftance  ?  One  might  naturally  imagine  that  fuch 
Monarchs,  as  admit  the  Jefuits  at  their  Courts,  are 
prompted  to  this  rather  from  Fear  than  Inclination  ; 
and  that  they  carefs  Enemies  whom  they  would 
be  glad  to  extirpate.  But  have  we  not  fcen  fome 
Kings  entertain  the  ftrongeft  Altedtion  for  them, 
and  confider  them  as  the  chief  Pillars  of  their 
Throne,  and  the  Support  of  their  Gouernment  ? 
Though  the  Enemies  of  the  Jefuits  publifli  ever  fo 
much  againft  them,  and  charge  them  with  Crimes 
of  the  blackefl  Dye,  yet,  if  they  will  fpeak  fm- 
cercly,  they  muft  own,  that  the  Jefuits  muft  be 
endued  with  a  great  Superiority  of  Underflanding, 
to  execute  the  Deilgns  formed  by  them,  Thofe 
Men  muft  be  great  Politicians,  who  can  win  the 
Favour  of  Perfons  whom  they  injure  ;  and  can  art- 
fully ward  off  the  Thrufts  made  at  them  fo  as  not 
to  be  perceived.  If  we  examine  the  greateft  Maf- 
rer-ftrokes  of  the  ableft  Machiavelijis^  and  perufe 
Relations  of  the  moft  delicate  Negotiations,  nothing 
will  be  found  fo  hard  to  reconcile,  as  the  Vows 
made  by  the  Jefuits,  by  which  they  bind  and  en- 
gage, themfelves  to  obey  implicitly  all  the  Com- 
mands of  the  Roifhan  Pontiff  i  whom  they  declare 
to  have  the  Privilege  of  detljroning  Monarchs;  and 
the  Authority  they  enjoy  in  the  Courts  of  thofe 
Kings,  whom  they  fubje£l  to  the  Will  of  a  Prieft? 
If  we  enquire  what  Effort  of  Genius  is  required,  to 

Ordlne.  In  cujus  Rei  Fide/.-}  has  Littems  ded'i  meo  Nomine 
f.^bfa Iptr.s,  i^  'meo  OJicii  Sipi'lo  trmnitr.s.  Mad/it i,  in  Col- 
legia nojfro,    quarto  Nonas  Decefnbris,  iVl.D.LXXXVIlI. 

I  reconcile 
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reconcile  Things  fo  oppofite  in  their  Natures ;  or, 
at  leaft,  to  prevent  their  not  reciprocally  Prejudi- 
cing each  other  :  Then,  I  fay,  we  (hall  be  fenfible, 
how  extenfive  the  Genius  of  the  Society  muft  be. 
There  is  nothing,  how  difficult  foever,  but  they 
compafs  fooner  or  later  :  And  the  Inflant  they  form 
any  Enterprize,  they  are  fure  to  go  through  with  it, 
what  Obllaclcs  Ibever  may  arife  in  their  Way.  It 
is  then  indeed,  when  Politics  alone  are  not  fuffici- 
ent,  that  they  make  ufe  of  Force  and  Violence. 
But,  in  a  Word,  they  never  fail  to  execute  their 
Defigns  one  Way  or  other. 

The  Jefuits  were  no  fooner  fettled  in  France^  but 
they  vowed  the  Ruin  of  the  Proteflants,  and  at  laft 
completed  it.  But  what  Rubs  did  they  not  meet 
with  in  their  Way  before  they  compailed  their  Ends; 
"what  mighty  Machinations  were  employed  by  them  ? 
When  they  faw  Henry  III.  was  reconciled  to  the 
King  of  Navarre^  they,  by  their  feditious  Ser- 
mons, flirred  up  a  Monk,  who  flabbed  that  ill-fa- 
ted King.  But  upon  their  attempting  to  ferve  iiis 
SuccefTor  in  the  fame  W^ay,  they  met  with  fuch  a 
Misfortune  as  would  have  difconcerted  the  moft  in- 
trepid Genius's.  However,  they  furmounted  this 
Obftacle  J  and  Poilerity  will  be  furprized  to  hear 
that  a  povv'erful  Monarch  fhould  recal  into  his  King- 
dom his  moft  inveterate  Enemies  ;  heap  the  utmoft 
Favours  upon  them  ;  and  pitch  upon  one  of  them 
for  his  fpiritual  Director.  Jefuits  are  the  only  Men 
whofe  prodigious  Politics  can  exhibit  fuch  extraor- 
dinary Effedis  to  Mankind.  Their  Return  to 
France  completed  the  Ruin  of  their  Enemies.  They 
gave  them  the  hrft  mortal  Wounds  under  Lewis 
XIII.  and  quite  cruflied  them  under  Z^z^/V  XIV. 
The  Janfenifts  met,  infeniibly,  with  the  like 
Treatment.  They  have  already  put  the  Ax  to  the 
Root  of  the  Tree  ;  and  it  is  decreed  that  it  muft  fall. 

The 
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The  more,  dear  Monceca^  I  ftudy  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Jefuits,  their  Maxims,  and  the  Rules  prefcribed 
to  them  by  their  Founder,  the  more  I  applaud  the 
Wifdom  of  the  Englijh  and  Dutch^  in  not  permit- 
ting them  to  come  into  their  refpe(5live  Countries. 
It  is  neceflary  to  fet  up  a  ftrong  Barrier  againft  fuch 
powerful  Enemies  ;  and  even  to  fhun  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  them  as  much  as  poflible.  I  confider 
Loynla\  Difciples  as  fo  many  Soldiers,  who  bear  on 
their  Shields  a  Taliffnan,  which  gives  them  a  Cer- 
tainty, whenever  they  have  the  Advantage  of  fight- 
ing their  Enemies  hand  to  hand,  to  vanquifh  them 
fooner  or  later.  Every  Jefuit  is  a  skilful  Necro- 
mancer, armed  with  three  poifoned  Darts,  Politics^ 
Hypocrify  and  Violence.  Whatever  may  be  his  Situ- 
ation, in  what  Poft  foever  he  may  be,  he  always 
finds  out  the  Secret  to  make  ufe  of  one  of  thofe 
Weapons.  Woe  be  to  thofe  who  happen  to  be 
wounded  by  them.  Their  Wounds  are  as  incurable 
as  thofe  of  Phih^etes^  and  nothing  but  a  Deity  can 
heal  them.  The  EngHJJj  are  fo  firmly  perfuaded  of 
this  Truth,  that  they  have  ena61:ed  a  Law,  by 
which  all  fuch  Jefuits  as  appear  in  their  Country, 
arc  fentenced  to  Death  :  And  E?7gland  is  the  fame 
with  regard  to  the  Jefuits,  as  the  Ifland  of  Calypfo 
was  to  the  ancient  Greeks. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  excellent  Ifaac ;  may  thy 
Days  be  contented  and  propitious.  Above  all,  take 
care  to  have  no  Contefts  with  the  Jefuits  ;  and  al- 
ways call  to  mind,  that  if  they  are  skilful  Knaves, 
they  ought  to  be  the  more  dreaded  on  that  account. 


London^  the   . 


LET- 
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LETTER     CLXXXIIL 

Isaac  Onis,    a  Caraite,  formerly  a  Rabbi  at 
Conftantinople,  to   Aaron  Monceca. 

'Tp  H  O  U  will  juftly  complain,  excellent  Mon^ 
^  ceca^  of  my  Silence  ;  but  this  thou  oughtefi:  to 
excufe,  on  account  of  the  Multiplicity  of  Buimefs 
I  have  had  upon  my  Hands.  I  have  perufed  with 
great  Pleafure  part  of  the  new  Books  thou  haft  been 
fogood  as  to  fend  me.  Tbofeon  philofophical  Sub- 
jects u^ere  extremely  entertaining  ;  and  I  gave  myfclf 
up,  for  fevcral  Days,  to  a  thoufand  Refle<^ions ; 
which  carried  me  away,  as  it  were,  from  myfclf: 
And  I  v.as  wholly  taken  up  with  certain  Ideas,  whofe 
Connection  I  fought  after.  I  endeavoured  very  afli- 
duoufly  to  do  this ;  and  yet,  I  met  with  fome  which 
.  found  it  impoffible  to  reconcile  with  others. 

Our  Rabbis,  dear  Monceca^  afTert,  that  we  {hall 
one  Day  rife  from  the  Dead  ;  and  that  every  one 
fhall  refume  the  fame  Body  he  had  when  in  this  fub- 
lunary  World.  This  is  the  Belief  of  the  Mahomme- 
dansy  as  it  likewife  is  of  the  Nazareens  :  And 
therefore  we  may  fay,  that  the  followers  of  all  Re- 
ligions, who  worfhip  one  fole  Deity,  declare  in  fa- 
vour of  this  Opinion.  They  even  prove  the  poffi- 
bility  of  this  from  Reafon  ;  and  inflance  tlie  Pow- 
er of  the  Almighty  which,  as  it  created  the  World, 
will  not  find  it  difficult  to  give  a  Portion  of  Matter 
the  fa-nie  form  it  had  before.  All  that  the  moft 
learned,  the  moft  eloquent  Nazareen  Divines  fay 
on  this  Head,  U  not  ftronger  nor  more  emphatical 
'  than 
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than  what  we  read  in  the  Koran.  Notwlthftand- 
ing  the  many  Abfurdiiics  which  occur  in  this  Book, 
it  neverthelefs  exhibits,  in  a  great  Number  of  Places, 
an  exahed  Idea  of  the  divine  Majefty  ;  and  that 
wherein  Mention  is  made  of  the  Refurredlion  of  the 
Dead  is  of  that  Number.  Wherefore^  (fays  the  fu- 
preme  Being,  according  to  Mahoinmed)  wherefore 
Jhould  not  Mankind  arife  ?  Do  they  not  fee  the  Hea- 
vens above  them^  in  ivhat  Manner^  we  have  built  it^ 
how  adorned  it  P  And  that  it  has  not  one  fingle  Im- 
perfeBion?  JP^e  have fpread forth  the  Earthy  raifed 
the  Mountains  ;  and  produced  Fruits  of  every  Kindy 
to  manifcft  our  almighty  Power.  We  have  fent  Rain 
from  Heaven^  and  have  given  i^fe  to  Gardens^  to 
Corn  pleafmg  to  the  Reapers,  to  Palm-trees,  feme 
raifed  higher  than  the  reft,  in  order  to  enrich  the 
Creatur-tS,  JVe  have  given  Life  to  the  Earth,  tho^ 
dead,  dry  and  barren.  The  Dead  therefore  Jh all  rife 
cut  of  their  Graves*.  No  Argument,  in  favour  of 
the  Refurredlion,  can  be  fironger  than  this  ;  and  it 
would  be  impofiible  for  the  French,  Englijh,  Ger- 
man, Sic,  Divines,  to  produce  more  convincing 
Reafons  to  this  Purpofe.  Could  any  better  Proofs 
be  given,  of  the  PolTibility  of  the  Execution  of  a 
certain  Thing,  than  to  fhew  evidently,  that  he,  who 
is  fuppofed  to  execute  it,  has  compleated  and  perfe(5l'' 
ed  a  grert  Number  of  Things  equally  difficult. 

How  itrong  foever  thefe  Arguments  may  appear, 
yet,  when  they  are  examined  with  Care,  they  will 
be  found  more  Ihowy  than  folid.  It  is  certain  that 
the  Creator's  Power  is  boundlefs;  that  he  is  as  able 
to  annihilate  and  deftroy  Matter  as  to  create  it  ;  and 
that  it  is  in  his  Power  to  draw  forth  a  new  World 
from  Non-entity.  But  there  are  certain  Things 
which  he  cannot  execute,  becaufe  they  interfere  with 
his  Wifdom   and  Greatnefs.      He  cannot  produce 

*  Kora?!,  Chapter,   cf  the  Thing  judged,  pag.  308. 
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a  Being  as  perfedl  as  himfelf ;  he  cannot  be  the  Au- 
thor of  Evil  ;  is  not  fufceptible  of  Pallion,  Jealou- 
fy,  Hatred  and  Fury.  The  wifeft  Philofophers  own, 
that  he  cannot  change  the  Eflfence  of  Things ;  for 
Inftance,  to  caufe  a  Staff  to  be  a  Staff  without  two 
Ends ;  becaufe  that,  the  Inftant  a  Thing  has  not 
two  Ends,  it  will  not  be  a  Staff;  God,  for  the 
fame  Reafon,  would  not  caufe  a  material  Thing  to 
be  without  Extention  ;  every  Thing  that  is  material 
being  neceilarily  extended.  Jf  this  evident  Principle 
is  admitted,  we  may  eafily  find  out  very  ftrong  Ar- 
guments againlt  the  following  Opinion,  viz.  That 
at  the  general  Refurre(?lion,  all  Men  will  re-affume 
the  fame  Bodies  in  which  they  were  lodged  during 
this  mortal  Life. 

It  mufl  be  confidered  that,  at  the  Beginning  of 
the  World,  God  created  a  certain  Quantity  of  Mat- 
ter, which  afterwards  was  fufficient  to  form  all  the 
different  Works  produced  by  him  ;  fo  that  what 
now  forms  Trees,  Fields,  Mountains,  Men,  ^c. 
in  Mefopotamia^  formed  four  thoufand  Years  ago, 
the  Trees,  Fields,  Mountains,  Men,  i^c.  in  that 
Country.  To  be  convinced  of  this  Truth,  we  need 
but  caft  our  Eyes  on  what  occurs  in  all  Countries. 
We  there  fee  the  Corn,  and  the  refl  of  the  Plants, 
fhoot  up,  which  owe  the  Increafe  of  their  Bulk  to 
th.e  Earth  which  feeds  them.  Thcfe  afterwards  in- 
creafe the  extent  of  the  human  Body  to  which  they 
ferve  as  Nourifhment.  Afterwards  the  Men  in  quef- 
tion  die,  and  are  changed  into  Earth,  which  ferves, 
a  fecond  Time,  to  give  Birth  to  P>uits.  Thus 
there  is,  in  Nature,  a  perpetual  Tranfmutation, 
whereby  a  certain  Qiiantity  of  Matter  is  fufKcient 
to  produce  all  Things  that  are  forming  daily.  This 
being  the  Cafe,  1  aifert  that  it  is  phyfically  impof- 
iible,  that  Mankind  (hould  one  Day  re-ailume  the 
Body  they  formerly  wore  :    For  that  which  ferved 

to 
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to  form  the  Limbs  of  one  Man  was  employed,  in 
like  Manner,    in  forming  thofe  of  two  thoufand 


more. 


To  have  a  clear  Idea  of  this,  we  muft  confider 
what  happens  in  a  Plain,  where,  after  a  bloody  Battle 
has  been  fought,  thirty  thoufand  Men  may  be  left 
dead  in  the  Field  of  Battle.  They  are  buried  in 
the  Plain,  which  is  thereby  very  much  fattened. 
The  Year  after,  the  Plough- men  fowing  their  Corn, 
there  is  found  in  every  Blade,  feveral  Particles  of 
the  fame  Matter,  which  compofed  the  Bodies  of  the 
Soldiers  who  had  been  buried  ;  and  thofe  Particles, 
being  transformed  into  Wheat,  enlarge  the  Limbs 
of  a  great  Number  of  Perfons.  I  will  fuppofe  that, 
among  thefe,  there  happens  to  be  a  Native  of  Li- 
moufin  in  France^  a  great  Eater  of  Bread,  who, 
taking,  for  his  Share,  a  great  Quantity  of  that  Mat- 
ter which,  a  little  before,  belonged  to  the  Soldiers, 
feeds  upon  it  during  a  Year,  and  inct^eafes  two  Inches 
in  Stature.  1  would  enquire  to  whom  this  Matter 
ought  to  belong,  at  the  general  Refurre6lion  ?  To 
the  Soldier  ?  But  then  the  Cafe  which  held  the  Li- 
moufmh  Soul  would  be  two  Inches  too  (hort ;  and  if 
the  Limouftn  (hould  keep  it,  the  Soldier  would  be  in 
the  fame  Diftrefs.  I  fliall  go  ftill  farther,  and  car- 
ry the  Tranfmutation  of  Matter  to  a  fecond  Degree. 
If  a  Hog  fhould  happen  to  eat  the  Limoufens  Ex- 
crement, anci  fatten  himfclf  with  it  during  Win- 
ter ;  feveral  Particles  of  the  Soldier  will  likewife 
get  into  the  unclean  Animal  in  queflion.  This  a 
greedy  Nazareen  kills ;  eats  afterwards  a  great 
Qijantity  of  it;  and  then  dallying  with  a  Wife  or 
a  Miflrefs,  the  molt  fubtile  Particles  of  this  Hog, 
blended  with  a  great  many  of  thofe  of  the  Soldier, 
contribute  to  the  forming  of  another  Man.  To 
whom  then  will  this  Body  belong  at  the  Refur- 
rciftion  ? 

The 
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The  fame  Queftion  may  likewife  be  asked  with 
regard  to  the  Bodies  of  moft  Men  j  fince  a  number- 
Icfs  Multitude  of  them  muft  neceflarily  be  maim- 
ed, by  Reafon  of  the  great  Tranfmutation  that 
muft  have  happened  in  the  Matter  of  which  they 
were  compofed.  It  might  happen  that  Julius  Ca* 
far  might  fee  his  Ears  clapped  to  the  Head  of  fome 
Monfignore^  and  his  Nofe  to  the  Face  of  a  Cour' 
texan.  It  would  be  to  no  Purpofe  for  him  to  fay, 
/  am  the  Victor  of  the  Gauls  and  of  Fompey  ;  and 
fubje^ed  the  whole  Uuiverfe.  Is  it  fit  that  a  Hero  of 
my  Rank  Jhould  appear  without  a  Nofe  and  Ears  ; 
and  that  yon  petty  Pontiff  in  Pai  tib'vis,  and  yon  lewd 
Woman^  fomld  bedeck  themfehes  with  ivhat  belongs 
to  me  ^  Methinks  I  hear  the  Reman  Prelate  anfwer 
thus,  in  a  haughty  Tone.  How  infolent  is  it  for  a 
Heathen  to  offer  to  contend  for  a  Thing  with  a  Naza- 
reen  Prelate  f  Avaunt^  thou  idolatrous  profane 
Wretch!  Thy  Ears  have  too  much  Honour  done  them 
in  being  fet  upon  my  Head,  They  had  the  Happinefs 
to  be  canonized  an  hundred  Tears  after  my  Death, 
During  upwards  of  a  thoufand  they  have  been  praifed, 
and  Hymns  have  been  chaunted  in  their  Honour, 
Would  they  have  met  with  this  good  Fortune^  had  they 
not  belonged  to  me  ?  Were  the  Roman  Emperor  to 
addrefs  the  Courtezan^  he  wou!d  meet  with  the  like 
Rebuff.  Tour  moft  hutnble  Servant^  would  fhe  fay 
to  him  :  I  have  the  utmoft  Regard  for  you ^  mighty 
Cjefar,  /  have  frequently  met  with  your  Statue  in 
the  Villa  belonging  to  the  iVledecean  Fsimily^  and  in 
other  Country  Seats,  whither  I  ufed  to  go  and  take 
the  Air  with  7ny  Gallants,  I  often  heard  you  applaud' 
edy  as  a  very  great  Man  ;  however^  I  cannot  be  fo 
complaifant^  as  to  appear  before  People  without  a 
Nofe,  merely  io  pie afe  you.  Enquire  zvhether,  among 
the  Crouds  that  are  in  this  Place,  if  fomebody  has 
not  a  Nofe  to  fpare.     Thus  would  poor  Julius  Ca'r 

far 
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far  be  obliged  to  appear  as  a  Deferter.  Thnoc 
happy  in  getting  off  at  fo  eafy  a  Rate  ;  a»d  in  not 
being  fo  far  infulted,  as  to  fee  his  whole  Head  con- 
tribute to  the  Formation  of  the  Buttocks  of  fome 
Cardinal's  Porter. 

I  feelc,  Friend  Monceca^  but  to  no  Purpofe,  for 
fome  Means,  to  put  an  End  to  the  Confufion  and 
Perplexity  of  the  Souls  whofe  Limbs  fliall  be  maim- 
ed in  this  Manner.  Philofophy  does  not  fuggeft  a 
fingle  one.  Should  it  be  anfwered  that  God,  who 
created  the  Univerfe  out  of  nothing,  will  eafily  be 
able  to  inveft  thefe  Souls  with  Bodies,  this  is  a 
Truth  I  (liall  readily  grant.  But  then  I  may  be 
juftly  allowed  to  conclude,  that  thefe  new  Bodies 
will  not  be  the  fame  with  thofe  which  we  put  off, 
at  our  leaving  the  World  ;  and  therefore  the  Opi- 
nion, which  afferts  that  we  fliall  rife  with  the  fame 
Body,  muft  be  falfe.  Should  it  be  anfwered  that 
God  will  extend  A'latter  ;  and  that,  from  a  fingle 
Atom  of  the  Earth,  which  formed  a  Body,  he  will 
enlarge  it  fo  as  to  be  fufficient  for  that  purpofe,  I 
will  dill  deny  that  thefe  are  the  fame  Bodies,  be- 
caufe  their  Effence  v/ill  be  changed;  this  new  Mat- 
ter not  being  the  fame  with  that  which  was  before; 
and  God  not  being  able  to  caufe  a  Thing  which  has 
been  ufed,  to  have  not  been  ufed,  fmce  it  is  not  in 
his  Power  to  change  the  Effence  of  Things. 

To  fet  my  Idea  in  a  clear  Light,  I  will  fuppofe 
that  there  is  no  more  than  the  Body  of  one  fmgle 
Man  in  the  World.  In  the  Space  of  ten  thoufand 
Years,  God  fends  three  hundred  Souls,  fucceflively, 
to  inhabit  it  ;  and  at  laft,  commands  thefe  feveral 
Souls  to  reaffume  the  Body  they  dwelt  in.  In  this 
Cafe,  either  three  hundred  Souls  muft  be  found  lodg- 
ed in  a  fingle  Body,  or  God  muff  create  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  new  Ones.  This  is  fo  mani- 
feft  a  Truth,  that  all  the  vain  Subtleties  of  the  School- 
men 
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men  can  never  leflen  the  Force  of  it ;  and  what 
Arguments  foever  may  be  objeded,  it  would  be  im- 
poflible  to  obfcure  a  Thing  that  prefents  itfelf  fo 
clearly  to  the  Mind. 

I  am  firmly  perfuaded,  dear  Moncecay  of  the  Re- 
furre6lion  of  the  Body  ;  but  think  that  thofe  make 
a  random  Aflertion,  who  pretend  to  determine  ex- 
actly the  Manner  in  which  it  will  happen.  But 
why  will  any  Perfon  afTert,  that  we  fhall  reafTume 
the  fame  Bodies  ?  To  what  purpofe  is  it  to  explain 
a  Myftery  which  we  do  not  comprehend  ?  The  Na- 
zareens^  and  particularly  the  Papiflsy  maintain  ob- 
flinately  this  Opinion  ;  and  I  pity  them  for  it. 
They  are  taught,  in  their  facred  Books,  that  Bodies 
will  rife  from  the  Dead,  for  which  Reafon  they 
ought  to  admit  this  Opinion.  But  why  will  they 
attempt  to  explain  exa(fl:ly  the  Manner  in  which 
this  will  happen  ?  Wherefore,  not  fatisfied  with 
knowing  that  the  Soul  will  one  Day  refume  a  Body, 
do  they  pretend  to  fix  the  Manner  in  which  the  De- 
ity ought  to  a6i:  on  that  Occafion  ? 

In  all  Religions,  dear  Monceca^  the  Force  of  the 
feveral  Errors,  is  the  ridiculous  Curiofity  which 
Mankind  have  to  dive  into  the  Myfteries  of  the  Al- 
mighty. If  a  Thing  is  revealed  to  them,  only  in 
part,  they  are  eager  to  enquire  the  Ways  which  the 
Deity  will  employ  in  order  to  bring  it  about.  They 
afcribe  their  own  Weaknefles  to  the  fupreme  Being : 
And  imagine  that  he  ought  to  employ  luch  Methods 
as  appear  to  them,  the  beft  and  mofl  natural.  By 
this  Means  they  difhonour  the  Deity,  and  afcribe  to 
him  the  moft  abfurd  Adions,  fuch  as  are  moft  in- 
compatible with  his  Nature.  Upon  pretence  of 
giving  an  exalted  Idea  of  his  boundlefs  Power,  they 
are  for  having  him  do  Things  direcflly  contrary  to 
the  immutable  Order  which  he  himfelf  has  efta- 
blijQied,  fuch  as  that  of  the  general  Refurre^ion  of 
I  the 
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the  fame  Bodies.  They  even  fometimes  proceed  to 
fuch  Lengths,  as  to  endeavour  to  apologize,  from 
the  Power  of  God,  for  the  moft  filly  Superftitions 
as  well  as  for  the  moft  vifible  Deceits. 

Did  not  John  Fer randy  a  Jefuit  of  Anneci^  pre- 
fume  to  maintain  in  a  very  voluminous  Work,  con- 
cerning the  Worfhip  of  Relicks,  that,  when  feve- 
ral  Bodies  of  the  fame  Saint  are  found  in  different 
Churches,  they  were  thus  multiplied  miraculoufly 
by  the  Deity  to  increafe  the  Devotion  of  the  Faith- 
ful*? 

To  prove  this  Abfurdity,  he  produces  fuch  Ar- 
guments, as  muft  appear  (hocking  to  every  honed 
Nazareen :  And  I  myfelf,  tho'  a  Jciu^  will  own 
that  I  blufhed  at  this  Friar's  Impudence,  and  to  fee 
him  thus  dcbafc  the  moft  facred  Myfteries  of  Reli- 
gion. He  makes  fuch  an  odious  Comparifon,  as  is 
highly  injurious  to  the  Deity  ;  and  that  merely  to 
fhew  how  pofTible  it  is  for  the  Bodies  of  the  Saint- 
like Perfons  in  queftion  to  be  multiplied.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  this  Myftery  was  not  fo  difficult  to  unravel 
as  that  of  the  Refurredion.  He  needed  but  to  have 
frankly  owned,  that  the  efficient  Caufe  of  the  Mul- 
tiplicity of  thefe  Relicks  was  owing  to  the  Avarice 
of  the  Friars.     It  is  on  thefe  Occafions  as  with  a  fa- 

*  Uiium  niihi  ft;t  erlt  infy^fentia  dicer e^  Supremum  Nu- 
men  fuam  procul  duhio  explicuijfe  Potentiarn  in  lis  nomina- 
tim  Rcliquiis  multiplicatuUsy  feu  replicandis,  qure  revcrd 
non  nift  iin^e  fecimdum  Unit  at  em,  ilf  Naturd  fud  fmgulares 
ex'-Jlcre poferunty  ut Junt,  'verbi gi\'itidy  Prceputium,  Sa7i- 
guis,  aliaque  id  genus  ^  qua  cum  ad  Corporis  Chrijli  Perfect 
tionem,  facio.nt,  'vel  qua^  cum  ipfo,  njel  ah  ipfo,  traxerint 
Qriginem,  nee  Multiplices  ejfc,  nee  diu  illihatee  feu  integrce 
feruari  potcrt'inty  711  fi  Dizina  Vis  mirahilem  in  Modum  ac- 
e^jj^f/e^-  ^^^em  in  nliis  jer7nultis  ftngularibus  Chrifi  Diva- 
ru77ique  Reliquiis  njidere  eft.  Joan.  Ferrandi  Difquifuio 
Reliqiiiaria,  pag.  7. 

mo.is 
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mous  Wine.  Every  Vintner  will  have  fome  in  his 
Cellar,  to  bring  Cuftom  to  his  Houfe  ;  and  when  it 
is  all  drunk  up,  he  himfelf  brews  a  frefli  Quantity. 
Does  not  every  one  know  that  half  the  Vintners  in 
Paris  make  ihoir  Burgundy  in  Surene*,  Moft  part 
of  the  Relicks  are  picked  up,  at  random,  any  where  : 
And  the  Bodies  of  a  Rope-dancer,  or  a  Player,  of- 
ten pafs  for  thofe  of  St.  Pacomlus,  or  of  St.  Ma- 
thurin.  Let  us  deplore,  worthy  Monceca^  the  Blind- 
nefs  of  poor  Mortals,  who  fall  a  Sacrifice  to  Knaves 
and  Impoflorsj  and  let  us  always  endeavour  to  raife 
ourfelves  above  vulgar  Prejudices. 

Farewel,    dear  Monceca,    live    contented    and 
happy. 

Grand  Cairoy  the  .   .  . 


LETTER    CLXXXIV. 

Aaron  Monceca,  /<?  Jacob  Brito. 

T  Shall  foon  leave  England^  dear  Ifaac^  and  will  go 
-■■  and  fpend  fome  Days  in  Scotland.  After  this  I 
will  return  to  France  ;  and  believe  that  it  will  be  an 
inexpreffible  Pleafure  to  me,  at  my  arrival  in  Paris, 
to  be  enabled  there  to  make  a  juft  Comparifon  be- 
tween the  Manners,  Cuftoms,  and  Way  of  think- 
ing of  the  French^  and  thofe  of  the  EngliJJj,  the  I- 
deas  of  which  will  be  Hill  frefh  in  my  Memory.  I 
am  certain  that  this  will  furnifti  me  with  a  thoufand 

*  J  little  Village  mar  Paris, 

ufeful 
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ufeful  ReflecSlions,  which  I  fhall  not  fail  to  com- 
mwnicate  to  Thee.  Nothing  can  contribute  more 
to  the  improving  of  the  Genius,  and  the  cultiva- 
ting of  the  Underftanding,  than  Comparifons  made 
between  two  Nations ;  fmce,  by  this  Means,  we 
difcover  the  moft  fecret  RecefTes  of  the  human 
Mind. 

We  perceive  many  Weaknefles  among  fome  Men, 
which  we  know  to  be  fuch,  becaufe  they  are  not 
masked  ;  and  which  are  looked  upon,  in  feveral 
others,  as  Virtues,  becaufe  they  are  covered  with 
an  infidious  Vail.  When  we  fee  a  French?nan  ftu- 
dious  of  pleafmg,  to  the  utmoll:  of  his  Power, 
thofe  with  whom  he  lives,  and  beftowing  the  high- 
elt  Marks  of  Civility  and  Tendernefs  upon  them, 
we  imagine,  at  firft  fight,  that  a  true  and  folid 
Friendfliip  is  the  Character i flic  of  his  Countrymen, 
However,  we  find  we  were  greatly  mi(taken,  if 
we  afterwards  live  among  the  Engliflh  We  find 
that,  notwithftanding  their  cold  Behaviour,  their 
haughty  and  unpleafing  Air,  they  yet  are  excellent 
P^iends,  if  they  declare  themfelves  fuch  ;  and  we 
perceive  that  what  was  confidcred  among  ihc  French 
as  a  fincere  Attachment  is  a  mere  Ceremonial  or 
Cuftom  ;  and,  if  1  may  be  allowed  to  make  ufeof 
an  old  Proverb,   a  Saddle  for  all  Horfcs. 

On  the  other  Hand  an  EngUJhman^  who  was 
never  out  of  his  native  Country,  fancies  it  to  be 
the  only  Region  where  Intrepidity  is  found.  He 
imagines  that  there  is  no  Man  in  other  Kingdoms 
who  is  fearlefs  at  the  approach  of  Death ;  becaufe 
he  does  nor  hear  that  there  are  People  in  Parts^ 
Fienna  and  Amjltrdam^  who,  grown  weary  of 
Life,  put  an  End  to  all  their  Sorrows  by  a  Rope  or 
a  Razor.  But  if  this  Man,  who  isfo  ftrongly  pre- 
judiced in  favour  of  his  own  Country,  travels  fome 
Years   into  the  ditrcrent  Parts  of  Europe^    he  will 

Vol,  V.  L  •  foon 
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foon  change  his  Opinion.  He  will  find,  at  laft, 
that  there  are  brave  Men  in  all  Nations  ;  and  that 
he  gave  the  Name  of  Intrepidity  to  a  Frenzy  vi^hich 
is  pernicious,  not  only  to  thofe  v^^hom  it  attacks, 
but  likew^ife  to  Society. 

It  is  therefore  by  a  juft  Comparifon  between  the 
Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  Natic-ns,  that  u'e  are  able 
to  fettle  their  true  Merit.  Tliat  Man,  v^^ho  is  ac- 
quainted u'ith  but  one  Nation,  approves  of  an  hun- 
dred ridiculous  Pra6lices,  which  he  condemns,  as 
foon  as  he  has  familiarized  himfclf  with  other  Coun- 
tries. It  is  not  furprizng  that  a*S/)i:/«/.'7r^,  brought 
up  in  the  Center  of  Galiicia,  fl^iould  pay  a  fuperfti- 
tious  Worfhip  to  St.  yames.  All  Perfons  about 
him  do  the  fame.  He  fees  his  Relations,  his  Friends, 
his  Countrymen,  devote  themfelves  to  that  pre- 
tended Saint,  from  whom  they  expe6l  the  greateft 
Succours ;  and  he  does  not  know  that  there  are  any 
Perfons  in  the  World  who  think  after  a  different 
Manner.  To  overcome  Prejudices  fo  ftrong  as 
thofe  imbibed  by  him,  a  fuperior  Genius  is  requir- 
ed ;  and  even  with  this  it  would  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult for  him  to  be  made  fenlible  of  his  Mifhke. 
How  many  would  have  been  great  Men,  had  they 
been  Natives  of  London  or  Paris^  and  who  never 
made  a  Figure  for  want  of  their  receiving  fome 
foreign  Aid  ;  but  by  their  refiding  for  ever  in  the 
Center  of  Lisbon  or  Madrid^  were  confined  in 
the  gloomy  Labyrinths  of  Ignorance  and  Super- 
ftition. 

I..earned  Men  of  the  firfl  Clafs  have  been  ob- 
liged, for  a  great  Part  of  their  Knowledge,  to  that 
which  they  had  acquired  of  the  Manners  and  Cuf- 
toms of  foreign  Countries.  When  the  modern 
Philofophers  attempted  to  difcover  the  Truth,  they 
made  great  ufe  of  the  Hints  which  learned  l>avel- 
lers  had  furnifhed   them  with.      Locke  and  Bayle 

made 
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made  great  advantage  of  them  ;  the  former,  utter- 
ly to  deftroy  the  witty  but  chimerical  Syflem  of 
innate  Ideas ;  and  the  latter  to  pull  off  the  fatal  Vail 
of  Prejudices,  and  to  deftroy  Superftition,  fo  filly, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  fo  dangerous  to  Mankind. 
Des  Cartes,  Gaffendi,  and  even  Sir  Ifaac  Newton 
himfelf,  in  a  Word  all  the  able  Naturalifts,  have 
received  great  Lights  from  the  Knowledge  they 
had  of  the  Manners  of  different  Nations ;  and  this 
has  been  of  frequent  Service  to  them,  either  \\\ 
Experiments,  or  in  their  Enquiries  into  the  diffe- 
rent Tempers  and  hidden  Caufes  of  tliC  human 
Paffions. 

If  we  examine  all  the  Sciences  in  particular  it 
will  be  found,  that  in  every  one  of  them  a  Know- 
ledge of  the  Maxims  and  Way  of  Thinking  of  dif- 
ferent Nations  is  of  great  Advantage  ;  but  Mora- 
lity and  Politics  feem  to  require  that  Knowledge 
nioft.  How  would  it  be  poflible  for  a  Man  to  know 
the  Extent  and  Limits  of  Probity,  Virtue,  and  De- 
corum, if  he  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  foreign 
Nations  ?  How  efteemed  foever  our  Fellow-Citi- 
zens may  be,  it  is  certain  that  they  are  not  poffeil^ 
ed  of  all  the  moral  Virtues.  Every  Countrv  feems 
to  have  fome  QLialities  that  are  peculiar  to  it,  and 
which  muft  be  fought  for  in  it.  They  are  never 
found  in  fo  exalted  a  Degree  of  Perfection  in  other 
Nations.  Should  a  Perfun  who  was  defirous  of 
knowing  the  Height  to  which  Politenefs  may  be 
carried,  continue  an  hundred  Years  at  Conjianli' 
nople,  he  would  never  learn  {o  much  in  that  Parti- 
cular, as  he  would  during  fix  Months  abode  in  Pa-^ 
ris.  Would  not  that  Man,  who  was  defirous  of 
feeing  Franknefs  and  Sincerity  in  their  utmolt  Pu- 
rity, do  very  VvTong,  fhould  he  travel  to  Italy  for 
that  Purpolef  No,  Sivitzcrland  is  the  Place  to  find 
L  2  ih,.. 
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this.  Would  he  habituate  himfelf  to  a  free,  bold, 
and  yet  judicious  Way  of  Thinking;  fuch  as  teaches 
Men  to  give  Magiftrates  and  Ecclefiaflicks  their  due, 
without  permitting  the  former  to  become  Tyrants, 
and  the  latter  Inquifitors  ;  ftiould  Portugal  be  vifi- 
ted  for  thispurpofer  Surely  not,  but  England.  In 
fine,  to  know  the  whole  Extent  of  Kindnefs,  Sim- 
plicity, Candour,  Humility,  Charity,  and  the  reft 
of  the  Virtues,  ought  we  to  refide  in  Rome,  or  e- 
ven  in  any  Part  of  Europe  ?  No,  excellent  Briio ; 
to  {ce  thefe  Virtues  in  their  full  Luftre,  we  muft 
crofs  the  Seas,  and  go  to  feek  them  in  Penfihaniay 
the  happy  Colony  of  the  Quakers,  whence  they 
one  Time  or  other  may  take  their  Flight.  Who 
can  tell  what  Revolutions  may  happen  in  the  Hearts 
of  Men ;  fuch  aftonifliing  ones  are  brought  about 
daily,  and  fuch  furprizing  Changes  are  wrought  in 
them,  that  no  Perfon  can  afiure  us  that  the  beft  re- 
gulated and  moft  virtuous  Societies  will  long  conti- 
nue fuch.  It  is  much  the  fame  with  Kingdoms  as 
with  private  Perfons.  A  Man  fhould  be  prudent 
and  virtuous  during  thirty  Years,  and  afterwards 
lofe,  in  an  Inftant,  the  Fruit  of  fo  much  Probity. 
In  how  calm  and  unruffled  a  State  did  the  Sw'ifs 
Cantons  live  during  a  long  Courfe  of  Years  ;  and 
yet  afterwards,  abandoning  themfelves  to  a  Spirit  of 
Frenzy,  they  took  up  Arms,  and  endeavoured  to 
cut  one  anothers  Throats. 

If  the  Knowledge  of  the  Manners  of  various 
Nations,  worthy  Brito,  is  of  ufe  to  thofe  who  apply 
themfelves  to  the  Study  of  Morality,  it  is  fiill  more 
to  fuch  as  are  obliged  to  fearch  into  the  hidden  Myf- 
teries  of  Politics.  A  Prince  can  never  attempt  any 
mighty  Atchievements,  nor  can  even  live  undif- 
curbed  in  his  Dominions,  if  he  is  not  acquainted 
with  the  Charader,    the  Maxims,  and  Cuftoms  of 

the 
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the  Nations  who   furround  him.     The  Inftant  he 
hasinftruacd  himfelfin  thefe  Particulars,  he  knows 
how  he  ought  to  behave  towards  them.     "    I  have 
"  nothing  to  fear,    would  be  fay,    from  fuch  a  Na- 
*'  tion  *       ThQy  love  Peace  much  more  than  War. 
*'-  They  are  the  Dupes  of  Priefti,,    and  diviJcd  in- 
"   to  feveral  States,   who  have  their   particular  In- 
*'  terefts.      The  f  other  is  obliged,  through  necef- 
"  fity,  to  court  my  Alliance.     They  have  no  Mo- 
'-  ney,  their  Provinces  are  unpeopled,  thtir   Inha-, 
"   bitants   detcft  War,    or  are  too   indolent  to  love 
"  to  take  up  Arms.      I  confequcntly  need   not  be 
*'  under  any  Apprehenfions  from  this  People,   fince 
«*  they  arc  unable  to  atchieve  any  confiderable  En- 
*'  terprize,  unlefs  aflifted  by  me.      There  are  three 
"  more  Nations,    with   whom  I  may   have  fome 
*«   Contefts.       The   firft  %  is  extremely  numerous. 
*'  Their  Troops  are  inur'd  to  military  Difcipline, 
**  but  then  they  are  poor  ;    and  it  is  well  known 
"  that  War  cannot  be  carried  on  without  Money. 
*'  Even  in  a  fccond  Campaign,  if  they  are  not  fuc- 
*'  coured,    they  are  forced  to  ftrike  up  a  Peace,  or 
*'  to  fuilain  a  confiderable  Lofs.      The  fecond  Peo- 
*'  pie  II   are  rich,    and  Sovereigns  of  the  Sea.     An 
"^  inveterate  Hatred   has  made  them,    in  all  Ages, 
'*   mv  Enemy.      They  are  valiant,   intrepid,  and  I 
might  jufily  (land   in  Fear  of  them,  were  they 
as    ftrong   in  Soldiers,    as    in  Sailors.      As  their 
greateft  Strength  confiils  in  the  Number  of  their 
Ships,   and   that  thefe  cannot  atchieve  any  great 
Land-Conquefts,  1  need   not  be  under  any    Ap- 
prehenfions   from   them.       So  long   as  they  arm 
againft  me,    without   any    Allies,    they   will  be 
"  one  of  my    inconfiderable   Enemies  j    but   they 

*  The  Italians.-    f  The  Spaniards.     %  The  Germans. 
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•'  may  be  of  infinite  Prejudice  to  me,  (hould  they 
**  be  united  with  others,  in  which  Cafe  they  v/ould 
"^  become  my  moft  formidable  Enemy.  The 
''  third  Nation  *,  though  lefs  fplendid  and  auguft 
**  il:an  the  laft  mentioned,  might  neverthelefs  an- 
"  noy  me  more.  They  are  immenfely  rich  ;  they 
*'  alone  are  able  to  defray  the  Expences  of  a  long 
*'  War,  and  to  pay  the  Armies  of  all  their  Allies. 
*'  They  are  pojQefied  of  fome  ftrong  Holds  in  the 
"  Neiglibouihood  of  my  Dominions,'  and  may,  at 
*'  the  very  opening  of  a  Campaign,  encamp  on  my 
"  Frontiers.  It  is  therefore  my  Intereft  that  I 
*'  fhculd  be  at  Peace  with  them  ;  and  this  it  will 
"  be  very  eafy  for  me  to  be.  As  Trade  is  their 
"  only  Objedt ;  as  they  do  not  endeavour  to  make 
<*  ufelefs  Conquefts  ,  and  that,  contented  with  pre- 
ferving  their  Dominions,  and  confequently  having 
no  Defire  to  enlarge  them,  they  will  always  en- 
deavour to  live  in  Peace  with  me,  provided  I 
do  not  make  any  ^itcempts  that  may  raifc  their 
Fears,  or  endeavour  to  encroach  upon  their 
'<  Rights." 

In  this  Manner,  dear  Brito^  a  Monarch,  who 
is  well  skilled  in  the  Opinions,  the  Maxims,  and 
Interefts  of  foreign  Nations,  draws  fuch  Confe- 
qutnccsfrom  them,  as  may  heighten  the  Glory  and 
Felicity  of  his  People.  A  A'Imifter  of  State  is  as 
much  obliged  to  excel  in  this  Science  as  a  Prince, 
and  for  the  fame  Reafons.  It  ought  likewife  to  be 
the  Study  of  a  Gtneral :  For  how  would  it  be  pof- 
llble  for  him  to  take  certain  Mcafures,  which  are 
fometimes  fo  neceliary  to  give  Succefs  to  a  military 
Proiecl,  if  he  is  not  acquainted  with  the  Genius  of 
the  People  againrt  whom  he  is  to  fight.  I  will  fup- 
pofe  that  Marlhal  ViUars^  having  not  long  before 
commanded  an  Army  of  twenty  thoufand  Men, 
*  I'he  Dutch. 

in 
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in  Flanders^  againft  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who 
liad  headed  the  like  Number  of  Englijhincn ^  fhould 
fet  out  for  the  Frontiers  of  Portugal^  to  command 
twelve  thoufand  French,  who  were  to  fight  thirty 
thoufand  Pcrtugiiexc.  If  he  were  entirely  unac- 
quainted with  the  Nation,  and  were  to  judge  of 
them  from  the  Idea  he  had  formed  to  himfelf  of 
the  Englifi,  his  firft  Care  would  doubtleG  be,  to 
lookout  for  fome  ftrong  and  advantageous  Spot,  in 
order  to  encamp  his  Forces.  He  would  furround  ic 
with  ftrong  Lines;  and  make  ufe  of  all  the  Art  pof- 
fible,  to  compenf^ue  for  his  want  of  Men.  I  met^ 
would  he  fay,  with  formidable  Enemies  in  Flanders, 
again/i  tvhom,  though  I  fought  with  equal  Numbers^ 
I  was  obliged  to  exert  the  utmoft  Efforts  of  Prudence 
and  Caution.  Flow  much  ought  I  to  be  upon  my  guard 
on  this  Occafon  ?  Doft  thou  imagine,  dear  Brito^ 
that  he  wouhl  make  the  like  Reflections,  was  he  well 
acquainted  with  the  Por-tugucze  P  Methinks,  on  the 
contrary,  he  would  fay.  Courage,  my  brave  French" 
men  !  L^t  us  march  out  of  thefe  unneceffary  Lines. 
Had  zve  but  half  thcfe  Numbers,  our  Enemies  would 
not  dare  to  face  us.  That  Nation  is  more  ufed  to 
handle  a  Rofary  than  a  Gun.  At  this  Injlant^ 
whilji  zue  are  reflc^ing  on  the  Flonour  we  are  going 
10  atchievc,  they  are  thinking  only  of  reco?n?nending 
ihcmfelves  to  the  Prayers  of  their  Priejis.  Our 
whole  Thoughts  are  employed  in  confidering  how  we 
may  bejl  keep  our  Ranks  clofe,  and  inarch  in  good  or- 
dtr^  zvhilji  they  are  finging  Anthems  in  Flonour  of 
St.  Anthony  of  Padua.  Tou  are  going  to  engage^ 
?Ny  brave  Fads,  a  Parcel  of  Monks  in  a  ?nilitary 
Drefs.  I  do  not  doubt,  good  Friend  Britc,  but 
that  a  fpeedy  Victory  would  attend  upon  fuch  a 
Speech,  which  would  have  been  formed  from  the 
Knowledge  he  had  of  the  Genius  and  Manners  of 
the  People  he  was  marching  againft. 
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If  thofe  Perfonages  who  command  Armies,  or 
prefide  at  the  Helm,  are  obh'ged,  whenever  they 
are  defirous  of  making  any  confiderable  Atchieve- 
ment,  to  be  acquainted  with  the  Genius  of  various 
Nations,  fuch  Hiflorians  as  endeavour  to  immorta- 
lize the  AcTtions  of  Heroes  ought  to  excel  in  that 
Science.  How  would  it  be  poflible  for  them  to 
imravel  the  Intrigues  of  Courts  ;  the  Motions,  the 
Steps,  in  a  Word,  the  feveral  Anions  of  different 
Nations  ;  if  they  are  ignorant  of  the  Caufes  wh'ch 
fet  the  Springs  agoing?  What  a  pitiful  Hiftory 
would  that  Anthor  write,  who  fhould  attempt  to 
exhibit  the  Tranfaclions,  in  France,  under  Henry 
III.  and  Henry  IV.  without  being  acquainted  with 
the  Genius  and  Manners  of  the  Spaniards  ?  Taci- 
tus^ SaluJ}^  Lhy^  and  fuch  like  Hidorians,  would 
KOt  have  given  us  fuch  perfect  Pieces,  had  they  not 
been  thorough  Maflers  of  the  feveral  Subjects  they 
wrote  about.  They  had  made  it  their  Study  to  get 
a  perfect  Knowledge  of  the  Genius  of  the  Perfons 
and  Nations,  whofe  A61;ions  they  defcribed.  Ju- 
lius  Ccejar  was  a  complete  Mafter  of  the  Cuftoms, 
Difpofitions  and  Manners  of  the  Gauls,  as  is  evident 
from  his  Commentaries  j  indeed  this  Knowledge  was 
equally  ufeful  to  him  as  a  General,  an  Hiltorian, 
and  as  a  private  Man. 

Farewel,  worthy  Br//^  ;  reap  all  the  Advantages 
poflible  by  thy  Travels.  May  thy  Life  be  con- 
tented and  happy,  and  the  God  of  thy  Fathers  in- 
dulge thee  the  greateft  Profperity. 

London^  the 


LET- 


Let.  ]8^.    The  Jewish  Spy.  225 


LETTER     CLXXXV. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  On  is,  a  Cara- 
iTE,  formerly  a  Rabbi  in  Conflantinople. 

T  Was  rpeaking,  dear  Ifaac^  to  one  of  my  Friends, 
-"-  concerning  the  Calamities  in  which  feveral  great 
Men  have  been  involved,  though  the  Favour  they 
were  indulged  by  their  Sovereigns  ftemed  to  have  pro- 
inifcd  them  the  moft  undiflurbed  Felicity.  To  thefe 
Reflections  I  added  fome  others ;  and  1  obferved  to 
my  Friend  in  qacftion,  tliat  moft  Heroes,  who  had 
felt  the  fevercft  Rigours  of  Fortune,  after  having  been 
raifed  to  the  moft  exalted  Heights,  had  fignalized 
themfelves  by  the  ijiiportant  Services  done  their 
Monarchs. 

Without  fcarching  into  the  moft  remote  Antiqui- 
ty for  Inllances  of  this  Truth,  I  (hall  go  no  far- 
ther back  than  the  fixth  Century.  I  therein  find, 
excellent  Ifaacy  that  yujiiriian  owed  his^  Glory  arid 
Grandeur  to  Bclifarius.  This  General  re-united, 
to  the  Empire,  Africa^  which  had  been  fevered 
from  it  above  an  hundred  Years  ;  overturned  the 
Monarchy  of  the  Vandals  ;  beat  the  Perfians  feve- 
ral Times  ;  conquered  Italy;  and,  laftly,  preferred 
the  Duty  and  Fidelity  he  owed  his  Sovereign  to  the 
Advantage  of  being  declared  King  of  the  Goths, 
in  the  Room  of  VitigcSy  whom  he  had  taken  Prifo- 
ner.  But  what  a  Reward  did  he  meet  with  for  all 
thefc  Atchievements  ?  They  could  not  fecure  poor 
Belifarius  from  the  moft  cruel  Fate.  He  was  falfcly 
charged  with  having  engaged  in  a  Confpiracy  a- 
L  5  gainft 
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gainft  Jitflinian;  and  this  Prince,  forgetting  all  the 
Services  he  had  received  from  that  great  Man,  di- 
verted him  of  all  his  PoiTefrions,  and  removed  him 
from  his  feveral  Employments  ;  and  after  having 
been  fo  cruel  as  to  order  his  Eyes  to  be  put  out, 
caufed  him  to  be  imprifoned  in  a  Tower,  which  ftill 
goes  by  this  Heroe'sName,  and  is  built  on  the  Sea- 
shore, between  the  Caftle  of  the  feven  Towers,  and 
the  great  Seraglio.  Then  thyfelf  hadft  a  Sight  of 
this  Prifon,  before  thy  Departure  from  Conflan- 
iinople. 

Some  Authors  have  writ  that  Belifarim^  being 
afterwards  fet  at  Liberty,  was  reduced  to  fo  vefy 
indigent  a  State^  that,  to  prevent  his  being  ftarved, 
jhe  was  forced  to  beg  about  the  Streets.  However, 
this  Incident  does  not  agree  v.'ith  an  ancient  Tra- 
dition, which  prevailed  during  a  long  Series  of 
Years  in  Greece^  and  which  is  current  even  at  this 
Day.  Thou  haft  heard  many  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Conflaniinople  declare,  that  Belifarius  died  in  the 
Tower  where  he  was  confined  j  and  that,  holding 
a  little  Bag  from  his  Window,  as  is  ufual  for  Pri- 
foners  to  do,  he  cried  aloud  to  the  PafTengers,  a 
Half-penny  for  poor  Belifarius,  the  Lofs  of  whofe 
Eye-Sight  zuas  owing  to  Envy,  net  to  Guilt.  This 
Greek  Tradition  is  confirmed  by  fome  Authors  ; 
and  herefollov/s  the  ExpreiTion,  in  Latin,  employ- 
ed by  one  of  them,  as  it  occurs  at  prefent  to  my 
Memory  :  Date  Elecmofynam  BelifariOf  quern  For- 
tuna,  non  Virtus,  dereliquit  \  That  is,  "  Your 
*'  Charity  to  Belifarius,  whom  Fortune,  not  Vir- 
*'  tue,  abandoned."  Without  fpending  Time, 
good  Ifaac,  in  enquiring  which  of  thefe  two  Opi- 
nions ought  to  be  received,  it  is  fufEcient,  in  order 
to  raife  our  Surprize  at  the  Misfortunes  which  have 
befallen  the  greateft  Men,  to  confider  Belifarius  ei- 
ther begging  about  the  Streets  of  Confiantinople,  or 

imprifoned 


Let.  185.     The  Jewish  Spy;  227 

imprifoned  in  the  moil  cruel  Manner.  Was  not 
this  a  very  flrange  fort  of  a  Recompence  for  the 
glorious  Services  he  had  done  his  Sovereign  ?  And 
ought  not  the  fad  Fate  of  this  great  General  to  ftand 
as  a  Monument,  that  nothing  is  fo  frail  and  incon- 
flant  as  the  Favour  of  Princes? 

How  great  a  Field  is  opened  for  the  Refle<SlIons 
of  Piiilofophers,  to  fee  Men  facrifice  their  Eafc, 
their  Reft,  their  Lives,  their  Poflellions,  and  even 
fometimcs  their  Honour,  for  ungrateful  Sovereigns, 
who  are  fo  frantic  as  to  imagine,  that  the  Happi- 
nefs  of  ferving  them  is  Reward  fufficient  for  the  moft 
important  Services.  If  Courtiers,  to  acquire  Vir- 
tue, would  take  hut  a  fourth  Part  of  the  Pains  they 
give  themfelves  in  order  to  obtain  one  Glance  from 
their  Sovereign,  what  a  Number  of  Sages  would  be 
found  in  all  Courts  ?  I  am  certain,  excellent  Ifaac^ 
that  Socrates  did  not  toil  {o  much,  to  raife  himfelf 
above  human  Nature,  as  a  Courtier  does,  in  order 
to  gain  the  Favour  of  his  Sovereign.  To  how  ma- 
ny Menaces  muft  he  fubmit  before  this  ?  How  ma- 
ny Mortifications  muft  he  fuffer  ?  How  many  Af- 
fronts muft  he  put  up  ?  In  fhort,  how  often  is  he 
under  Apprehenfions  of  lohng,  in  an  Inftant,  the 
Fruit  of  all  his  Labours  ?  How  many  People  have 
fuffered  in  the  moft  groveling  Manner,  during  their 
"whole  Livesi  without  having  had  the  Felicity  of  ob- 
taining fo  much  as  a  fingle  Look  ;  and  who,  after 
pafling  three  Fourths  of  the  Day  in  an  Anti- Cham- 
ber, have  fpent  their  expiring  Moments  in  regret- 
ing  the  ill  Ufe  they  had  made  of  their  Time  ?  In 
this  Manner  their  Lives  have  been  one  continued 
Scene  of  Hurry  ;  and  they  have  been  for  ever  tor- 
tured, either  by  the  Stings  of  Authority,  or  by 
thofe  of  Reptntance. 

Of  all  Follies,  dear  Ifaac^  a  paflionate  Fondnefs 

for  Courts  ftems,  to  me,  the  moft  incurable.    We 
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feldom  fee  Courtiers  prudent  enough  to  own  their 
Errors,  even  tho'  they  have  Time  to  profit  by  that 
Knowledge.  Their  Wifhes  to  rife  to  Grandeur 
never  leave  them,  till  they  have  loft  all  Hopes  of 
obtaining  them. 

A  Circumftance  which  feems  to  me  very  furpri- 
zing  is,  that  the  frequent  Difgrace  of  Favourites 
fhould  not  ferve  as  a  Memento  to  thofe  who  thirfl 
fo  eagerly  after  the  like  Honours.  Is  it  not  furpriz- 
ing,  that  the  fatal  Cataftrophes  of  moft  of  thofe 
"whofe  Rank  is  envied  fhould  not  leilen  the  Num- 
ber of  their  Rivals  ?  We  meet,  in  all  Ages,  with 
as  remarkable  Incidents  concerning  the  Reverfes  of 
Fortune,  as  that  which  befel  Belifarius.  The  Dif- 
grace of  Admiral  de  Bonivet;  the  tragical  End  of 
the  Duke  and  Cardinal  of  Guife -^  thofe  of  the 
Earl  of  EJfex^  of  the  Marfhals  Biron  and  d' dncre  ; 
Fouqueth  Imprifonment,  and  that  of  le  Blanc  ;  the 
Banifhmentof  Ripper  da  and  Chauvelin  ;  in  a  Word, 
the  fad  Fate  of  fo  many  other  Countries,  who  fell 
Victims  to  their  Ambition,  would,  one  fhould  na- 
turally imagine,  confiderably  lefTen  the  Number  of 
Court- Idolaters? 

I  am  fenfible,  excellent  Ifaac^  that  fome  of  the 
Favourites  and  Minifters  above  mentioned  owed 
their  Misfortunes  to  their  ill  Conduit,  rather  than 
to  the  ill  Ufage  of  Fortune.  It  may  be  affirmed, 
that  Marfhal  Bh-on  would  have  been  always  happy, 
had  he  never  forfeited  the  Allegiance  he  owed  his 
Prince  ;  and  that  the  Duke  of  Guife  and  the  Earl 
cf  EJfex  reduced  their  Sovereigns  to  the  Neceffity 
cf  punifhing  them.  But  though  I  owned  that  thefe 
Favourites  were  really  guilty,  I  yet  may  be  allowed 
to  afTert,  that  they  had  done  their  Country  and  their 
Sovereign,  fuch  lignal  Services,  that  they  feem  to 
have  merited  fome  Indulgence.  However,  I  would 
except  the  Duke  of  Guifey  it  being  abfolutely  necef- 
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fary  that  he  fhould  die,  in  order  to  preferve  the  Life 
of  Henry  III.  With  refpe<5l  to  Marfhal  Biron  and 
the  Earl  of  EJfexy  had  their  Sovereigns  been  capable 
of  entertaining  as  warm  Sentiments  of  FricnJiliip 
and  Gratitude,  as  private  Perfons,  I  don't  doubt 
but  that  the  former  would  have  been  pardoned  by 
Henry  IV.  and  the  latter  by  Qiieen  Elizabeth.  Both 
had  done  fuch  lignal  Services,  that  methinks  their 
Lives  ought  to  have  been  fpared,  and  their  Puni{h- 
ment ought  to  have  been  only  Banifhment  or  a  Pri- 
(on.  But  Princes  never  pardon  ;  or  if  they  ever  do, 
it  is  on  fuch  hard  Conditions  as  is  equivalent  to 
Hatred. 

The  Clemency  of  Qiieen  Elizabeth  to  the  Earl 
of  Effex  is  very  much  applauded  :  But  what  was 
this  Clemency  ^.  To  merit  it,  a  Hero  muft  have 
been  obliged  to  demean  himfelf  j  to  own  himfelf 
guilty  at  the  fame  Time  that  he,  perhaps,  was  inno- 
cent ;  and  to  beg,  in  themoft  ignominious  iVIanner, 
for  the  Continuance  of  a  Life  which  he  would  have 
difhonoured.  Had  Queen  Elizabeth  been  capable 
of  entertaining  a  true  Friendfliip,  in  this  Cafe,  be- 
ing fatisficd  with  his  Juiliiication  (fince  the  Majef- 
ty  of  the  Throne  could  not  claim  any  more)  fhe 
would  not  have  infifted  upon  his  making  a  ConfelTion 
which  (lie  knew  to  be  extremely  fevere.  But  fhe 
thought  as  a  Qiieen;  and  was  entirely  unfufceptible 
oF  thofe  tender  Returns,  thofe  eafy  and  gentle  Re- 
conciliations with  which  Friendfhip  infpires  the  Bo- 
ioms  of  Perfons  in  a  lower  Station.  Her  Heart  was 
fufceptible  only  of  fome  Emotions  of  Pity  ;  and 
thofe  were  ftifled  by  Pride,  Vanity  and  Prefumpti- 
on,   PafTions  ever  infeparable  from  a  Throne, 

Henry  IV.  had  much  greater  Reafon  lo  confent 
tofign  the  Warrant  for  Marfhal  5/r(j;z's  Execution, 
than  Qiieen  Elizabeth  to  confent  to  that  of  the 
Earl  of  Effex,     If  ever  any  Monarch  in  the  World 

pofleiled 


230  The  Jewish  Spy.     Let.  185. 

pofTefied  the  Qualities  that  form  the  true  Friend,  it 
was  that  illuftrious  King.  Neverthelefs,  if  we  ex- 
amine this  Matter  flri6lly,  we  muft  be  obliged  to 
own  that,  confidering  the  great  Services  which 
Marfhal  B'lron  had  done  him,  the  Punifhm.ent  would 
have  been  fevere  enough,  had  he  been  imprifoned, 
for  Life,  in  the  Bajlile  ;  fo  far  ought  he  to  have 
been  from  fentencing,  to  a  Scaffold,  a  General  and 
Friend,  to  whom  he  partly  owed  his  mighty  At- 
chievements. 

It  is  incomprehenfible  to  me,  worthy  7/2?^^,  how 
a  Man,  how  exafperated  foever  he  may  be  againft 
another,  can  yet  prevail  upon  himfeU'  to  deliver 
him  up  to  an  Executioner,  after  having  lived  in  the 
moft  friendly  Manner  with  him  during  his  whcle 
Life;  after  having  given  him  numberiefs  Alluran- 
ces  of  the  moil  fmcere  Friendfnip,  and  opened  to 
him  the  moft  facred  RecefTes  of  his  Heart.  Would 
not  one  imagine,  that  he  fliould  feel  the  mcft  ten- 
der Emotions,  even  when  his  Anger  was  at  its  high- 
eft  Pitch  ?  Among  private  Men,  the  Ties  formed 
by  Friendfhip  are  as  ftrong  as  thofe  made  hy  Blood. 
I  figure  to  myfelf,  dear  Jfaac^  that  had'li.  thou  of- 
fended me  in  the  moil  cruel  Manner,  and  it  was  in 
my  Power  to  fentence  thee  to  die,  I  fliould  firft 
fpeak  thus  to  myfelf;  "  Is  it  pofTible  for  thee  to 
*'  take  away  the  Life  of  a  Man  for  whom  thou 
'*  once  had'ft  fo  fmcere  an  Afredion  ?  Ijaac  Onisy 
**  indeed,  has  oftcnded  thee  ;  and  dafhed,  in  an  In- 
"  ftant,  all  the  good  Actions  he  ever  did  in  thy 
"  Favour  ;  but  ftill  it  is  the  fame  Ifaac  Oms^  who 
*'  once  did  thefe  fuch  important  Services.  To 
*'  him  thou  wholly  oweft  Part  of  the  Knowledge 
*'  thou  haft  acquired.  It  is  he  with  whom  thou 
*'  ufed'lf  to  difcourfe  with  fo  much  Pleafure  ;  whcfe  - 
''  Converfation  was  fo  delightful  co  thee,  and 
*'  whofe  Letters  gave  thee  fo  much   Joy.     Will 

"  it 


Let.185.     7'/'^  Jewish  Spy.  231 

*'  it  be  poffible  for  thee  ever  to  forget  this  ?  W  ilt 
''  thou  be  fwayed  by  the  Impulfes  of  thy  Anger  ? 
"  Wilt  thou  give  Orders  for  putting  to  Death,  a 
"  Man,  whofe  Life  was  always  fo  dear  to  thee? 
"  Surely  no  :  It  will  be  impofTible  for  thee  ever  to 
«  confent  that  Ifaac  fhould  be  put  to  Death.  In 
**  cafe  he  did  offend  thee,  remember  that  he  once 
<'  was  as  kind  as  Man  could  be.  Generofity, 
"  the  Duties  of  Friendfhip,  and  thofe  I  owe  my- 
*'  felf,  all  call  upon  me  to  pardon  his  late  Errors. 
"  Let  him  live  ;  let  him  own,  if  this  be  pofTible, 
"  how  unworthy  he  is  of  a  Friend  like  me.  How- 
"  ever,  I  ought  fo  to  order  Matters,  as  not  to  give 
'«  him  a  farther  Opportunity  of  doing  me  any 
'*  more  Prejudice,  I  cannot  fay  vviiether  he  will 
"  ever  be  my  Friend  again,  and  acknowledge  fin- 
••'  cerely  his  Error.  Till  I  fhall  have  the  nioft 
'•'  convincing  Proofs  of  this,  I  will  order  him  to 
"  go  at  a  Diftance  from  me,  and  fly  the  Places 
*'  where  I  inhabit."  In  this  Manner,  good  Jfaac, 
might  FriendOiip  and  Gratitude  oblige  all  to  ad^, 
who  are  guided  by  the  Impulfes  which  thofe  virtu- 
ous PalTions  infpire.  But  they  do  not  produce  as 
kind  Effeas  in  the  Brealls  of  Princes.  The  Ten- 
dernefs  of  their  Difpofitions  is  not  fo  great,  as  to 
make  them  obliterate  an  Offence,  merely  to  tafte 
the  Pleafure  and  Satisfaction  of  pardoning  it. 

Thofe,  who  are  defirous  of  feeking  for  true 
Friendfhip,  ought  to  go  at  a  great  Diftance  from 
Courts.  Let  us  leave  to  miftaken  Courtiers  the 
Folly  of  building  their  Hopes  on  the  Calmnefs  of 
the  moft  tempeftuous  Sea.  Let  us  laugh.  Friend 
Jfaac^  at  their  idle  Proje(5ts,  their  Fears,"^  their  De- 
fires,  their  Torments;  and  bewail  the  unhappy, 
and  often  fatal  End,  of  fo  many  fruitlefs  Cares. 
Nothing  can  afford  fo  pleafmg  an  Amufement  to  a^ 
Philofopher,    as  to  refled  on   the  tumultuous  Life 

of 
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of  Courtiers  ;  but  nothing  can  affe(ft  fo  ftrongly  a 
thinking  Man,  as  to  fee  how  far  human  Nature  is 
degraded,   by  thofe  who  idolize  Fortune. 

Was  it  left  to  my  Option,  excellent  Ifaac^  to 
live  in  the  moft  lonely  P^3refts,  or  to  pafs  my  Days 
in  Royal  Palaces,  I  fhould  chufe  the  Brute  Crea- 
tion for  my  Companions  rather  than  Courtiers.  I 
fhould  be  permitted,  at  leaft,  to  live  in  Dcferts  with- 
our  ConftraJnt.  I  fhould  not  fear  that  a  Bear,  to 
ufurp  tha  Command  or  my  Cottage,  would  accufe 
me,  to  a  Lion,  of  Difrefneifl:.  A  Stag,  after 
having  brouzed  in  my  Garden,  and  lived  upon  my 
Poffeffions,  would  not  be  fo  bafe  as  to  cenfure  my 
Condu(fl  ;  find  fault  with  every  Step  I  had  taken  ; 
and  difFufe  a  deadly  Venom  over  my  moft  innocent 
Actions.  How  common  is  it  for  Courtiers  to  black- 
en thofe,  at  whofe  Houfes  they  daily  dine,  the  In- 
ifant  they  are  come  from  them  ;  and  that  in  the 
View  of  pleafmg  feme  other  Perfons  whom  they  flan- 
der  the  very  firft  Opportunity  they  have  for  (o  do- 
ing .?  Calumny  is  the  fame  to  Courts  as  Extent  is  to 
Matter;  it  forms  the  ElTence  of  it.  A  Courtier  im- 
plies a  Perfon  who  is  ever  prepared  to  inveigh  againft 
thofe  who  want  to  get  into  the  good  Graces  of  the 
Prince.  HisPraifes  are  fo  many  Affronts  ;  and  if 
he  happens  to  praife  any  Perfon,  fuch  Praife  never 
fails  to  be  a  Satyr  on  forne  Body  elfe. 

The  greateft  Advantage,  excellent  Ifuac,  I 
fhould  reap,  in  preferring  Forefts  to  Courts,  would 
be,  my  not  being  obliged  to  blufh,  every  Inftant, 
at  my  being  forced  to  approve  of  fuch  Follies,  un- 
juft  Adions,  and  Cruelties,  as  I  could  not  forbear 
condemning  in  my  own  Mind.  What  Man,  if  he 
has  ever  fo  little  regard  for  Truth,  can  fubmit  to 
fuch  Meannefles.  Neverthelefs,  thefe  are  the  En- 
gines by  which  Courtiers  compafs  all  their  Ends, 
It  is  by  Dmc  of  Meditation  and  Study,  that  a  Phi- 

lofopher 
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lofopher  acquires  Learning  and  Wifdom :  But  a 
Peribn,  who  devotes  himfelf  to  a  Court,  has  no 
other  Way  of  riling  to  Greatneis,  than  by  DifTimu- 
lation,  Flattery,  Falfhood,  Perfidy  and  Treachery. 
But  what  Qiialities,  what  Employments  are  thefe 
for  Perfons  who  have  yet  fome  Ideas  of  Reafon  and 
Equity  left  in  them  !  What  cruel  Pangs  of  Remorfe 
111 u ft  they  feel  I 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  Friend  Ifaac  ;  live  contented 
and  happy  ;  and  alu^ays  fupprefs  in  thee  a  Defire  of 
living  in  Courts. 

London.^  the ■ 

LETTER     CLXXXVI. 

Isaac  On  is,  formerly  a  Rabbi  in  Conflanti- 
nople,  /c?  Aaron  Monceca. 

'X^  HE  Doflors  and  Philofophers,  excellent  Mon- 
^  ceca^  among  the  'Jews  and  NarMrecm^  as  well 
as  the  Mahotmnedans^  are  greatly  divided  in  Opini- 
on, whether  Angels  have  Bodies,  A  great  Number 
of  Rabbis  imagine  they  have  B>;dies  compofed  of  a 
fubtile  Fire;  and  they  confirni  their  Aficrtion  from 
a  Pafiage  of  the  Royal  Pfabn'iji^  who,  fpe.iking  of 
the  Angels,  fays,  \\\2iX.x)[\(t  Servants  of  God  are  a 
burning  Fire  *.  Some  other  learned  Ifraelites^  a- 
mong  whom  Philo  holds  a  diftinguifhed  Rank, 
maintain,  that  Angels  are  incorporeal  Spirits,  who 
do  not  partake,  like  Mankind,  of  a  Nature  half 
rational^  and  half  irrational;  and  that  they  are  In- 
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ielUgcnces  and  For 7ns  ahjira5led  from  all   Matter^ 
and  refcmhl'mg  Unity  *. 

The  Nazareen  Divines  differ  as  much  as  the 
Jews.  Or'igen  (a)^  St.  Anihrofe  (b)  Bafil  (c)^ 
Jujiin  (d),  Pfellus  (e),  La^antius  (f),  Sec.  de- 
clare that  Angels  are  compofed  of  a  Subflance  ex- 
tremely fluid  and  light.  St.  Ju/iin,  that  exalted 
Genius,  revered  not  only  by  the  Nazarecns^  but  al- 
fo  by  the  Philofophers,  feems  very  much  inclined 
to  favour  that  Opinion.  I  dare  not  deterjnlne^  fays 
that  learned  Man,  zvhether  Spirits  are  invejled  luith 
a  Body  formed  of  fubtile  Air  (g).  He  favours  this 
Opinion  ftili  more  in  another  Place.  The  Devils, 
fays  he,  have  Bodies  of  a  denje,  grcfs,  and  moiji 
Air^  as  fome  learned  Men  have  afjerted.  Some  fa- 
mous Authors  pretend,  that  Angels  are  Beings  mere- 
ly rpiritual.  Dionyfius  the  Areopagite,  Athanafius 
(h)^  St.  Chryfo/iom  (i)y  Albertus  Magnus^  Thomas 
Aquinas  (k)^  and  almoft  all  the  Nazareen  Divines 
who  wrote  in  this  Age,  declare  in  favour  of  this 
Opinion. 

The  Mahommedans  are  not  better  agreed,  on  this 
Subjecl,  than  the  Jews  and  Nazareens.  Several 
of  their  Muftis  call  in  the  Authority  of  the  Koran, 
to  prove  the  Materiality  of  the  Bodies  of  Angels. 
They  inllance  the  Spot  which  the  Angel  Raphael 
made  in  the  Moon,  by  touching  it  with  one  of  his 
Wings :   But  fome  few  Dod^ors  explain  this  Paflage 

*PhiIoJud    dc  }Auudo,  pa^.   lOi. 

(aj  Ongen,  Libr.  de  Princ,  fbj  Ambrof.  de  Area 
Nee,  Cap.  IV.  (cj  Baiil  de  Spir.  Sando.  C^/'.  XVI. 
fdj  Jaltin.  Mart.  t»  Apol.  I.  (ej  Pfjllas  de  basmon. 
p-'^g-  ^73-  ffJ  La^^^'inc.  de  Divin.  Inftit.  Libr.  II.  fg) 
Auguft.  deCivit.  Dei,  Lib.  XL  Cap.  XXIII.  (hj  A- 
thau.  de  comm.  Eflent.  Patris,  Filii  &  vSpiritas  Sanfti. 
fi)  Chrvfoft.  Honiil  II.  in  Genef.  {kj  Thorn.  A- 
quin.  Suinms  I.  II.  Diff.  XII. 

after 
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after  an  allegorical  Manner,  and  will  not  have  it 
explained  in  the  ordinary  Scnfe.  Amiirathben  Chou- 
cala^  in  his  Ccmmentary  on  the  ^onna  (l)^  fays, 
that  the  Angels  having  been  created  by  a  divine  BlaJ}^ 
as  were  the  Souls  of  Men^  there  cannot  be  any  Thing 
material  in  the?n^  as  there  is  nothing  Jo  in  the  Ef- 
fence  of  the  Souls  of  Men. 

Some  Nazareen  Writers  would  have  introduced 
a  Medium,  to  which  might  have  been  referred  thofe 
various  Opinions  about  which  Divines  of  different 
Communions  are  divided.  Gregory  (a)  and  Joan, 
Damafccnus  (h)  write,  that  Angels  feem  corporeal 
with  refpe(R:  to  God,  and  incorporeal  in  Compari- 
fon  of  Mankind.  But  this  Opinion  is  ridiculous  ; 
for  there  cannot  be  any  Diflimilitude  between  one 
Spirit  and  another ;  as  it  cannot  be,  that  a  material 
Thing,  how  delicate  focver  its  Contexture  may  be, 
can  ever  be  looked  upon  as  fpiritual,  and  be  with- 
out Extenfion.  And  indeed  the  Syftem  of  thofe 
well  meaning  Doctors  has  not  been  much  followed; 
2nd  it  docs  not  appear  that  many  People  have  taken 
the  Pains  to  refute  or  defend  it :  And  therefore  I 
will  content  myfelf  with  examining  the  Reafons  of 
the  two  preceding  Opinions,  according  to  one  of 
which.  Angel?  are  corporeal  \  and  according  to  the 
other,  fpiritual. 

Thofe,  who  declare  celcftial  Intelligences  to  be 
invefled  with  material  Bodies,  fuppofe  a  Difference 
between  good  and  bad  Angels.  They  fay  that  the 
lattjr,  before  their  Fall,  had  Bodies  compofcd  of 
fimple,  impaflible  Air,  which,  fince  their  commit- 
ting  Sin,    is  grown  more  grofs  and  condenfed,  by 

(I)  This  is  a  Book  which  contains  Mahommedan  Tra- 
ditions, which  they  have  in  the  greatell  Reverence. 

(a)   Gregor.  Magnus,  Moral.  Libr.  II,  fag,  203. 
(b)  Joann.  Damafcen.  Libr.   II.  peg,   189. 

the 
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the  contagious  Proximity  of  terreftrial  Things  ;  by 
which  IVleans  it  is  become  grofs,  denfe,  and  ca- 
pable of  being  tortured  by  Fire,  which,  before, 
could  not  3(51:  upon  it,  becaufeof  its  extreme  Thin- 
nefs.  By  this  Syftem,  they  eafily  explain  in  what 
Manner  the  Flames  of  a  material  Fire  are  able  to 
make  an  Imprefiiion  on  celeftial  Beinrrs,  which  had 
been  created  impaflible.  Butthefe  Doctors  fall  into 
an  infuperable  Difficulty  ;  fince  in  cafe  it  was  ne- 
cefTary,  in  order  for  Fire  to  a6l  on  the  bad  Angels, 
that  the  fubtile  Matter,  which  compofed  their  Bodies 
fhould  become  more  denfe  by  Reafon  of  the  Va- 
pours of  the  Earth,  how  would  it  be  poffible  for 
the  Soul  of  Man,  being  falely  fpi ritual,  to  be  af- 
fe6^ed  by  this  material  Fire  ?  In  order  for  this,  it 
muft  necefiarily  be  made,  (in  the  fame  Manner  as 
the  Bodies  of  Angels)  either  of  a  thin  Air,  which 
may  become  more  denfe  by  means  of  the  Vapours 
of  the  Earth,  or  elfe  it  muft  be  formed  of  a  ter- 
reftrial  Subftance.  But,  in  both  thefe  Suppofitions, 
Man's  Soul  will  necefTarily  be  found  material  ; 
which  Opinion  is  exploded  in  general,  not  only  by 
all  the  Nazareens^  but  even  by  a  great  Number  of 
Philofophers  of  different  Religions. 

Moft  Divines  who  aflerted  the  Materiality  of  An- 
gels, fcarcely  believed  that  the  Soul  of  Man  was  of 
a  fpiritual  Nature.  For  if  the  Soul  is  able  to  exift, 
can  tafle  Joy,  Pleafure,  Pain,  Good  and  Evil, 
without  the  AfTiftance  of  Matter,  what  Occafion 
is  there  to  afcribe  Bodies  to  Angels  ?  To  this  it 
may  perhaps  be  anfvvered,  that  as  God  beftowed 
Bodies  upon  all  his  Creatures,  he  therefore  did  not 
think  proper  to  deprive  the  Angels  of  them  :  But 
this  is  a  very  v/eak  Argument.  The  Reafon  vjhy 
the  Deity  indulged  every  Creature  a  material  Body, 
was,  becaufe  all  of  them,  the  Angels  excepted, 
were  to  live  and  exifl  in  Matter.     Now,  it  was  ne- 

cefTary 
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celTary  for  them  all  to  be  invefted  with  the  Matter 
in  queftion.  But  Angels  have  no  other  Refidence 
than  that  of  the  Deity  ;  they  furround  his  Throne, 
and  are  perpetual  Spectators  of  his  Glory,  Greatnefs, 
Power,  and  Immcnfity.  They  ftand  in  no  need  of 
Subftance,  and  tafte  no  Pleafure  but  in  the  Contem- 
plation of  the  Wonders  of  their  Creator.  Of  what 
life,  therefore,  can  a  material  Body  be  to  them  ?  Of 
none :  And  the  Soul  alone  performs  all  its  Functions. 
As  God  never  does  any  thing  in  vain,  is  it  not 
plain,  that  he  did  not  give  material  Bodies  to  celefti- 
al  Subftances,  fince  they  were  not  to  make  any 
Ufe  of  them? 

Thefe,  good  Monceca,  are  very  good  Arguments 
againft  fuch  as  do  not  fuppofe  the  Bodies  of  Angels 
to  be  entirely  fpiritual.  However,  they  defend  their 
Opinions  by  Obje(!:'tions  which  are  of  very  great 
Weight.  Tou  arguc^  fay  they,  for  the  Immateriality 
of  Angels^  from  that  of  the  Soul  of  Man.  IVe  deny 
its  being  fpiritual,  and  believe  that  nothing  is  abjo- 
lutely  immaterial  but  God.  Why  do  you  think  it  im- 
pofftblc  for  God  to  grants  to  a  certain  Nuf?iber  of  thin^ 
material  Particles^  the  Faculty  of  thinkings  and  of 
thinking  to  endlcfs  Ages  ?  Before  you  prove  the  Necef- 
fity  of  Angels  being  fpiritual^  prove  ihat  of  the  Soul. 
Shew  us  that  God  could  not  caufe  Matter  to  be  endued 
with  a  moving  Faculty^  and  with  Knoiuledge.  Till 
this  beprovedy  zue  ?nujl  ju/ily  deny,  not  only  that  An- 
gels are  not  invejied  with  Bodies,  but  even  that  their 
Souls  are  not  ?naterial. 

Thou  knoweft,  excellent  Alonceca,  how  knotty 
this  Qucftion  is,  whether  it  was  poffible  for  God  to 
endue  Matter  with  Thought.  The  greateft  Philo- 
fophers  have  been  very  much  divided  about  this  O- 
pinion.  A  great  Number  of  Rabbis  believe  the  Soul 
to  be  immortal,  and  at  the  fame  Time  material. 
The  Nazarecn  Divines,  in  this  Age,  rejedl  unani- 

moufly 
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moufly  this  Opinion  ;  but  it  was  formerly  ftrongly 
aflerted*,  by  fome  famous  Writers  and  Divines  a 
mong  them.     It  is,  therefore,  not  fo  eafy,  as  may 
be  imagined  at  firft  Sight,    to  prove  the  Ufeleffiiefs 
of  the  material  Body  of  Angels;    fmce  it   muft  be 
iirfl  flievi^n,  in  the  moft  demonflrable  Manner,  that 
there  are  other  Beings,  befide  God,   who  arefpiri-| 
tual,  and  which  cannot  be  material,    even  though  '\ 
the  Deity  fhould  interpofe  its  Power.      For  all  rea-  J 
fonable  Phllofophers  are  agreed,    that  the  Soul   can  S 
be  immaterial  if  God    will  have  it  fuch  ;  fmce  no  i 
greater  Power  is  required,  in  a  fpiritual  Being,   toi] 
create  another  fpiritual  Being,    than  to  form  a  ma-  I 
terial  one  out  of  nothing  ;  and,  after  having  formed 
it,  to  endue  it  with  Senfation  and  Perception  ;   but  j 
thofe  aflert,  that  God,  if  he  pleafes,  can  indue  Mat- 
ter withUnderilanding;  and  that  no  greater  Power 
is  required  to  give  a  material  Being  7'hought,  than 
to  make  a  fpiritual  Subftance  a6l  on  a  material  one. 
Therefore,   before  a  Perfon  fliould  attempt  to  prove, 
that  it  would  be  abfolutely  impoHible  for  Angels  to 
have  Bodies,  and  even  miaterial  Souls,   he  muft  de- 
monftrate  clearly  what  are  the  Caufes  which  con- 
fine his  Power. 

It  is  not  under  philofophical  Reafonings  only,  that 
thofe  who  aflert  the  Materiality  of  celeftial  Intelli- 
gences (belter  themfelves ;  the  Jeiuijh  and  Nazareen 
Doctors  who  adhere  to  that  Opinion  have  where- 
withal to  authorize  it  in  their  facred  Books.  The 
Rabbis,  to  confirm  their  Opinion,  inftance  feveral" 
corporeal  Apparitions  of  Angels,  as  thofe  with  whom 
Abraham^  Lot^  and  Tob'it  were  favoured  ;  and  they 
cite  the  Example  of  Jacob,  with  whom  an  Angel 
wreftled  a  whole  Night.  Befides  their  Authorities, 
which  are  common  both  to  Jews  and  NazareenSy 

*  Animc^7n  7ilhil ejf^,  fi  Coi-pui  non  fit,     Tertul.   de  A- 
nima,  Cap,  \'II. 

2  the 
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the  latter  have  feveral  others,  borrowed  from  the 
Books  which  are  wholly  peculiar  to  them.  But  I 
fancy  thefe  are  lefs  demonftrative  than  they  ima- 
gine ;  becaufe  their  Opponents  deny  that  the  Bodies 
with  which  thofe  Angels  were  in  veiled  at  the  Time 
of  their  Appearance,  were  the  true  Bodies  of  the 
celeflial  Appearances.  They  fay  that  they  had  bor- 
rowed them,  to  fulfil  the  Orders  of  the  Deity. 
7'here  is  a  very  ftrong  Reafon  to  favour  this  Opi- 
nion. If  Angels  were  always  inverted  with  a  Body 
equally  ftrong,  denfe,  and  as  weighty  as  that  of 
Men,  how  would  it  be  poflible  for  them  to  vanifh 
away  in  an  Inftant  ?  In  proportion  as  they  fhould  rife 
into  the  Middle  Region  of  the  Air,  they  ought  to 
vanifh  infenfibly  from  the  Eyes  of  thofe  who  had 
feen  them,  unlefs  they  flirouded  themfelves  in  a 
Cloud,  in  which  cafe  there  would  ftill  remain  feve- 
ral Difficulties.  But  if  we  fuppofe  they  were  invert- 
ed onlv  with  a  Body  of  colle6ted  Air,  it  was  eafy  for 
them  to  expand,   in  an  Inrtant,  that  fluid  Matter. 

If  I  might  be  allowed,  excellent  Monccca^  to 
give  my  Thoughts  in  an  Affair  of  io  difficult  and 
abftrufe  a  nature,  I  would  own  to  thee,  it  is  my 
Opinion,  that  celeftial  Intelligences  purely  fpiritual 
never  aiTumed  a  real  Body.  The  Example  of  Da^- 
vid  does  not  invalidate  my  Opinion  ;  for,  in  like 
manner  as  the  Soul,  which  is  but  a  pure  Spirit,  a6ls 
on  the  Body  by  the  Power  of  God,  in  like  manner 
a  fpiritual  Angel  might  have  a£fed  during  a  whole 
Night  on  Jatob's  Body.  With  refpe<Sl  to  the  ma- 
terial Subftance  which  appeared  to  the  Eyes  of  that 
Patriarch,  it  exiiied  only  in  his  Imagination  by  the 
Power  of  tiie  Deity,  who,  in  the  general  Order 
ertablifhed  by  him,  not  having  thought  proper  that 
the  Soul  fhould  have  any  clear  and  precife  Idea  of  a 
Spirit,  fo  long  as  it  ib  cuufincd  in  the  Body,  repre- 

fents 
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fents  it  to  him  always  under  the  Image  of  a  Creature 
of  which  it  has  a  diltincSl  Idea. 

In  rejecting,  dear  Aaron^  the  material  Vehicles 
•which  Tome  affirm  that  Angels  have  frequently  af- 
fumed,  we  entirely  ruin  a  great  Number  of  mon- 
ftrous  Chimeras,  ccnfecrated  under  the  Name  of 
Religion^  not  only  by  the  Jetus^  but  even  by  the 
Chrtjlians.  We  entirely  deilroy  the  ridiculous  Syf- 
tem  of  Incuhush  and  Succubus's^  the  Exiftence  of 
"which  has  been  aflerted  by  fo  many  different  Writ- 
ers. We  prove  evidently,  that  as  Devils  are  pure 
and  iimpie  Spirits,  it  is  impollible  they  fhould  beget 
material  Creatures,  or  enga,2;e  in  a  criminal  Corre- 
fpondence  with  Men  and  Women  :  And  we  fhew 
the  Falfity  of  all  the  Fictions  which  have  been  writ 
concerning  Fauns,  Sylvans,  Satyrs,  Nymphs,  La- 
miae,  Lemures,  Adanes,  Larvae  and  Penates,  which 
are  pretended  to  have  been  Demons  who  afTumed 
the  different  Bodies  of  thofe  falfe  Deities. 

The  Inftant  a  Perfon  denies  totally  the  PofTibility 
of  the  Union  of  Matter  with  the  fpiritual  Eflence 
of  Angels,  there  remains,  in  order  to  excufe  the  fil- 
ly, chimerical  Tales  of  Men  begotten  by  Devils, 
but  one  fmgle  Obje^lion,  equally  falfe  and  Impious ; 
but  it  is  fo  ridiculous  and  abfurd,  that  it  would  be 
trifling  to  fay  any  thing  more  about  it.  I  therefore 
Ihali  content  my felf  with  only  obferving,  that  as 
God  did  not  allow  the  Devil  the  Power  of  over- turn- 
ing, in  this  manner,  the  mofl  conftant  Lav/s  of  Na- 
ture, he  has,  by  that  very  means,  prevented  the 
horrid  Diforders  that  would  have  enfued  from  thence. 
And  indeed,  what  Confufion  would  there  be  in  the 
Univerfe,  if  Devils  could  be  able,  daily,  to  get 
three  or  four  thoufand  Girls,  in  Europe^  with  Child  ? 
If  the  ridiculous  Opinion  which  allows  them  fuch  a 
Power  was  once  to  be  approved  by  the  moft  learned 
Men,  Frcftitutes  would  be  over-joyed  to  have  al- 
2  ways 
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ways  have  fome  Excufe  ready  at  hand,  to  extenuate 
their  lewd  Condud  ;  and  thus  the  feveral  Children  of 
Cupid  would  be  deemed  the  Offspring  of  the  Devi], 
I  fhall  end  my  Letter,  excellent  Monceca,  with 
a  Paffage  I  met  with  in  the  Author  of  Count  de  Ga- 
balis,  who  refutes,  in  a  humourous  though  at  the 
fame  Time  folid  Manner,  this  ridiculous  Opinion. 
Our  Divines  (fays  I  to  him  *)  are  far  frv?n  ajfcrt- 
ing^  that  thi  Devil  is  the  Father  of  all  ihofe  Children 
who  have  a  clandejline  Birth.  They  acknczvlcdge  that 
the  Devil  is  a  Spirit^  and  therefore  cannot  procreate, 
Gregory  of  Nyfla  (replied  the  Count)  dees  not  fay 
fo  ;  hi  declaring ^th at  Devils  multiply  among  one  ano- 
th£r^  in  the  fame  Manner  as  Mankind.  I  am  not  of 
his  Opinion,  (replied  I)  hut  it  fo  happens^  fay  our  Di- 
viucs^  that — Don't  tell  us  (interrupted  the  Count) 
dori't  tell  us  what  ihcy  fay  ;  for  then  you  would  tell  us 
a  Very  filthy  Thing.  Howabo?ninable  an  Evafion  have 
they  found  there  !  It  is  furprizing  that  they  jlmdd  all 
have  declared  in  favour  of  this  flthy  Opinion  ;  and 
delight  in  pofling^  infnaringly.  Hobgoblins^  to  take 
Advantage  of  the  idle  Befliality  of  Anchorets  ;  and  to 
give  Birthy  on  a  fudden^  to  ?niraculous  Men,  whofe 
illufrious  Memory  they  blacken  by  fo  Jhameful  an  Ori- 
gin. Do  they  call  this  philofophiftng  ?  Is  it  worthy 
the  Diiine  Being  to  fay ,  that  he  hasfo  much  Complai- 
Jance  for  the  Devilsy  as  to  favour  thefe  abominable 
Pradices  ;  to  indulge  them  the  Gift  of  Procreation^ 
which  he  has  refufed  to  great  Saints  ;  and  to  reward 
thefe  Ohfcenitieiy  by  creating,  for  thefe  Entbrios  of 
Iniquity,  Souls  more  heroic  than  for  thofe  which  were 
formed  in  the  Chajlity  of  a  lawful  Marriage  ?  Is  it 
worthy  of  Religion  to  fay,  as  your  Divines  do,  that  the 
Devil  is  able,  by  this  detefable  Artifice,  to  impregnate 
a  Virgin  during  Sleep,  without  Jullyifig  her  Virginity  ? 

*  Count  de  Gabalis,   Conch  fon  of  the  \W  Converfation. 

Vol.  V.  M  Tim 
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This  Is  as  ahfurd  as  the  Story  which  Thomas  Aquinas 
relates  in  his  ftxth  Quodllbet,  of  a  Girl  lying 
with  her  Father^  whojn  he  fuppofes  to  have  met  with 
the  like  Adventure,  as  fome  heretical  Rabbis  declare 
to  have  befallen  the  Daughter  ^Jerennah,  whom  they 
declare  to  have  conceived  the  famed  Cabaliji  Ben  Sy- 
rach,  by  her  going  into  the  Bath  after  the  Prophet.-^ 
If  I  might  prefume  to  interrupt  you  (lays  I  to  him)  / 
would  confefs,  to  appeafe  you,  that  it  were  to  bewijhed 
that  our  Divines  had  hit  upon  fome  Solution  which  might 
have  been  lefs  offenfive  to  chafleEars  ;  or  had Jlrongly 
denied  the  Incidents  on  which  this^ejlion  isgroundedi 

I  fhall  not  add,  dear  Monceca,  to  this  Paflage. 
It  (hews  perfe£t!y  well  the  Abfurdity  of  the  pretend- 
ed Copulation  of  Incubus's  and  Succubus*s  with  hu- 
man Creatures  ;  and  plainly  evinces  how  requifite  it 
is,  both  for  the  fake  of  Modefty  and  Religion,  ab- 
folutely  to  deny  the  Poflibility  of  it. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  dear  Monceca  \  may  thy  Life 
beundifturbed  with  Misfortunes;  and  may  the  God 
of  thy  Fathers  favour  thee  with  an  uninterrupted 
Series  of  Profperity. 

Grand  Cairo,  the 


LETTER     CLXXXVIl 


Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  On  is,  a 
C  A  R  A I  T  E,  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Con- 
ftantinople. 

'T^  H  E  EngUJh,  excellent  Ifaac,  inveigh  very  juft- 

-■'    \y  againlt  the  vaft  Number  of  foreign  Authors, 

who  take  upon  them  to  write  theHiftory  of  England, 

und 
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and  are  fo  impertinent  as  to  give  their  Opinions  con- 
cerning the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  that  Kingdom, 
A  Friend  of  mine,  a  Whig,  fpoke  to  me  the  other 
Day, with  greatlndignation, concerning  thofe  wretch- 
ed Compilers,  who  prefume  to  write  the  Hiftory  of 
a  Nation  with  which  they  are  utterly  unacquainted  ; 
and  who,  fcribbling  only  in  the  fordid  View  of  get- 
ting Money,  difhonour  the  Maje(l:y  of  Hiftory,  and, 
at  the  fame  Time,  the  Glory  of  thofe  great  Men, 
whom  they  undertake  to  fpeak  of.  Obfcrve^  faid  he 
to  me,  hozu  fha  me  fully  King  William,  King  George  I. 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  fever  al  other  illu/fri- 
Gus  Perfonagcs^  are  degraded  in  the  wretched  Conti- 
nuation of  Kapin  Thoyras.  Can  any  thing  be  ?jiore 
horrid^  or  more  apt  to  f)Qck  good  Men^  than  to  fee 
thegreatejl  Heroes  ey:pofedto  the  venal  Pen  of  a  fpcnd^ 
thrifty  needy  Vagabond^  and  of  fine  vagrant^  diffo- 
lute  Priejls^  who  vjould  have  been  Jlarved  in  their 
native  Country ;  and  ivho  endeavour  to  get  a  Sub- 
fijUnce  in  another  Kingdom^  by  the  iinpertinent  Rhap- 
fodies  they  print  in  them  f  If  all  their  Readers  were 
well  enough  skilled  in  the  Affairs  of  Europe,  to  per- 
ceive the  Ridicule  and  Abfurdity  of  thofe  pitiful  Per- 
formances^ the  Englifh  would  be  lefs  e.xafperated 
agaiujf  fuch  conteinptible  Libels^  which  they  have  the 
Infolence  to  call  Hijhrlcs,  But  how  many  Aden  in 
P>ance,  Germany,  Italy,  &c.  form  a  Judgment  of 
the  Merit  of  Englifh  Heroes^  only  by  the  lying  Corn- 
pofitions  of  thofe  infolent  Rhapfodijis  ?  For^  hovj  con- 
temptible focver  they  be,  there  neverthelcfs  are  Perfons 
fo  weak,  or  fo  prepofj^ffed^  as  to  adopt  their  Writ- 
ings as  accurate  and  judicious.  Should  a  fuperjlitious 
Italian  be  asked,  what  Idea  he  had  formed  to  himfelf 
of  King  William  III.  I  a7n  certain  that  hewiilchufe 
to  take  it  from  the  different  Pictures  which  the  Con- 
tinuaiors  of  Rapin  have  given  of  him,  how  odious  f- 
€vcr  they  may  bc^  rather  than  froin  wbatKiL^iw  him- 
M  %  fell. 
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felf^,  end  fever  al  other  wife  and  d'lfntereftcd  Hijlarians 
fay  of  that  Prince. 

'Tie  Circumjiance,  ivhich  is  mojl  odious  which  re- 
fpeSf  to  ihofe  Libels^  is^  that  they  are  not  only  printed 
by  our  beji  and  mojl  faithful  Allies^  hut  even  autho- 
rized by  Privileges  or  Licences  frotn  the?n\  and 
that  this  feeming  Approbation  raifes  very  highly  the 
Opinion  of  them  in  the  Minds  of  Foreigners^  who  do 
'dot  know  that  thefe Licences  are  granted  only  with 
re/peJ}  to  the  Imprcffiony  and  no  ways  with  regoird  to 
the  Suhje^  or  Matter  of  the  Book.  We  knoiu  very 
welU  that  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  ought  not  to  be  in- 
vaded in  any  manner ;  and  we  are  the  tnoji  zealous  to 
protect  it.  But  we  do  not  think  that  the  Excefs  of  it 
ought  to  be  tolerated  in  this  Manner  ;  and  are  of  Opi- 
nion, that  the  Government  JI)evjs  too  great  Lenity  on 
that  Occafion.  Indeed  its  Lenity  is  daily  abufed :  wit' 
nefs  the  Writings  relating  to  Count  de  Bonneval  with 
the  Marquis  de  Prie,  which  ^  tho'  exprefly  forbid  by  the 
States  of  Holland,  zvere  yet  lately  reprinted  at  the 
Ha2:ue  under  the  fallacious  Title  of  Count  de  Bonne- 
val's  Memoirs,  by  the  Favour  of  a  Head  and  Tail, 
newly  added  to  ferve  them  as  a  Paffport.  Thus  the 
mojl  trifling  Pieces  are  vended  every  where  with  Im- 
punity. 

Perfons  of  Learning  and  good  Senfe  commonly  cenfurcy 
vjith  Vigour  and  Contempt y  the  idle  and  flat  Sequels 
ef  Don  Quixot,  and,  the  Comical  Romance,  &;c. 
But  would  it  not  be  a  more  lnudahle  Task  for  them 
to  point  out  the  Evils  which  thefe  monjirous  and  Jaty- 
rical  Hiftories  occafion ;  and  revenge,  in  this  manner^ 
the  Memory  of  a  great  nuinber  of  Heroes,  who  deferve 
Apologifls  infinitely  more  than  Cervantes  <3«iScarron  ? 
I  am  highly  exafper-ated  againft  the  Literati  of  Y x^wz^, 
when  I  refieSi  that  they  will  undertake  a  Task,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Author  of  a  Romance,  zvhich  they  refufe  to 
do  for  a  famous  General  and  an  illuflrious  Monarch. 
2  If 
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IfanyPerfonJhould  take  it  into  his  Head  to  prints  in 
Paris,  a  WorK  in  ivhich  the  fVorks  of  Homer  or  Vir- 
p\/hould  be  attacked,  immediately  thirty  zealous  IVrit^ 
ers  luould  rife  up  againji  hifn^   to  vindicate  the  Repu- 
tation of  thofe  renowned  Poets :  hut  there  are   daily 
fold  publickly,   in  that  City,  fifty  trifling  and  imperii^ 
nent  Pieces^  in  which  all  the  great  Men  of  thefe  later 
Jges  are  treated  with  the  utmo/i  Infolence  ;  and  yet  no 
Per  [on  makes  the  leajl  Co?nplaint  about  it.     So  far 
from  it,  many  purchafe  and  read  the  Books  in  que- 
Jlion  ;   and  even  fome  are  fo  wrong-headed  as  to  ap- 
prove of  the?n,  grounding  their  Judgment  on  the  Si- 
lence of  good  Writers.     Jf  the  Books  in  queftion,  fay 
thefe  Perfons,  were  fo  trifling  as  you  pretend  them 
to  be,  they  would  have  been  feverely  cenfured  before 
this  time;  but  fince  nothing   has  yet  been  written 
againft  them,  tliey  doubtlefs  are  approved  by  Perfons 
of  Abilities,    and    conCequently  we  have  no  reafon 
to  contemn  them.       Such  commonly   is   the  way   of 
rea fining  of  fich  as  form  a  fuperficial  Judgment  of 
things.^  and  from  the  Opinions  of  other  People  \  a  falfe 
and  ill- grounded  way  of  rea  fining,  which  ought  to  he 
Jlrongly  refuted  by  the  truly  learned.      When  they  ne- 
gleSl  to   do   this,    their  Conduft  ?nerits  the  grcatejl 
Blame  ;    fince  any  Perfon  who  permits  falfe  and  dan- 
gerous Opinions  to  fpread,  and  that  at  a  Time  when  it 
was  in  his  Power  to  prevent  it,  negleSls  the  public 
Welfare ;  is  a  had  Citizen  ;  and  forgets  what  he  owes 
to  hi7nfelf  and  his  Fellow-creatures. 

1  don't  know,  Friend  Ifaac,  what  thou  mayeft 
think  of  the  Complaints  made  by  tliis  EugUPjinan^ 
but  I  myfclf  could  not  forbear  acquiefcir-g  with  his 
Opinion.  As  Hiftory  is  the  fiicred  Depcfttum  of  the 
Ad'ons  of  illuiirious  Perfonages,  it  is  an  unpardon- 
able Crime  to  offer  to  violate  it,  by  blending  Truth 
with  Falfhood  j  and  no  Pretence  can  excufe  fo  guil- 
ty an  Adion,  Though  a  Writer  fhould  be  an  E- 
M  3  nemy 
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nemy  to  him  whofe  Hiftory  he  writes,  it  rs  no  lefs 
incumbent  on  him  not  to  alter,  in  any  manner,  the 
Incidents  told  by  him.  Great  Men  are  equally  re- 
lated to  all  Nations ;  and  are  Citizens  of  the  World, 
becaufe  of  the  Honour  they  do  to  human  Nature, 
A  German  has  a  Right  to  be  exafperated  againft  a 
Frenchman  who  otFers  to  defpoil  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough of  his  Glory  ;  and  a  Spaniard  againft  an  Eng- 
i^JJnnan  who  refufes  Marflial  pillars  the  Elogiums  he 
defer  ves. 

It  were  to  be  v/ifiied,  for  the  Advantage  of  Hi- 
I^ory,  as  well  as  of  thofe  who  ftudy  it,  that  fuch 
Writers  as  devote  themfelves  to  it  would  confider 
ti)emfelves  as  Members  of  the  Common- wealth  of 
Learning ;  that  they  would  forget,  in  their  afTum- 
iug  this  Chara6ler,  their  Country  ;  and  that  they 
v^ould  have  no  other  Idea,  in  writing,  than  that  of 
inlhu^^ingPerfcns  of  Worth,  of  immortalizing  laud- 
able A^flions,  and  of  making  Guilt  odious  and  con- 
temptible. But  few  Authors  propofe  to  themfelves 
io  noble  and  laudable  an  Obje<ft,  the  greateft  Part 
of  them  being  prompted  to  write  from  fel  f- in  te  re  fl- 
ed Motives.  One  fells  his  Pen  to  an  avaricious 
Bookfeiler,  who  will  not  allow  him  to  introduce 
any  Particulars  into  a  Book,except  fuch  as  may  pleafe 
a  Nation  among  whom  he  defigns  to  vend  it.  An- 
other writes  to  flavour  the  Hatred  of  a  Party,  from 
v/hom  he  expecTts  fome  Recompence  ;  and,  for  that 
Reafon,  fluffs  his  Books  with  nothing  but  the  mod 
latyrical  Declamations.  Hence  we  fee  that  contro- 
verfial  Works,  in  general,  are  fallacious  and  illufo- 
xy  Accounts,  rather  than  a  plain  and  fimple  Rela- 
tion of  certain  Incidents.  No  Hiflorian,  v/ho  v/as 
a  Jefuit,  was  ever  able  to  do  ftri6t  Juftice  to  the 
Merit  of  feveral  Proteftant  Heroes  i  and  fuch  a- 
mong  them  as  boaft  the  greateft  Impartiality  could 
not  forbear  blending  their  Applaufes  with  fome  o- 

dious 
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dious  ReftricElions.  The  Janfenift  Writers,  not  ex- 
cepting the  mofl:  renowned  among  them,  could  not 
prevail  with  themfelves  to  applaud  certain  Molinifts, 
who  merited  the  Efteem  of  the  whole  World.  To 
conclude,  the  Proteftants  have  but  too  many  Au- 
thors among  them,  who  are  ever  ready  to  cenfure, 
without  the  Icaft  Examination,  the  Condud  of  all 
who  profefs  the  Romifh  Religion. 

Some  Writers,  bafe  Plattercrs  of  a  Prince  whofe 
Subjeds  they  are  born,  write  Romances,  which 
they  dedicate  to  him,  as  being  the  Hillory  of  his 
glorious  A6^ions;  and  the  proud  Sovereign  feldoin 
fails  to  fwallow  the  Bait  which  is  held  out  to  him. 
His  V^anity  makes  him  imagine,  that  he  is  truly 
pofTefTed  of  the  Virtues  which  are  lavifhed  fo  liberally 
upon  him  ;  and  that  he  really  atchieved  the  fcveral 
Enterpfizes  which  are  afcribed  to  him,  though  he 
was  no  ways  concerned  in  them.  He  rewards  chear- 
fully,  and  with  the  utmoft  Munificence,  thefe  falfe 
Encomiums  which  are  beftowed  upon  him  ;  and 
this  extravagant  Generofity  gives  rife  to  an  hundred 
Hiftorians,  who  take  up  their  Pens  in  no  other 
View,  but  to  take  Advantage  of  the  Vanity  of  a 
Man  who  pays  fo  largely  for  the  Faifities  which  are 
beftowed  upon  him. 

It  is  no  wonder,  excellent  Ifaac,  that  the  Num- 
ber of  good  Hiftorians,  in  thefe  latter  Ages,  Ihould 
be  fo  very  fcarce.  Befides  the  fingular  Qualities  re- 
quired in  thofe  who  can  be  excellent,  it  is  fcarce 
poiTible  that  fuch  (hould  appear  with  Impunity.  Poor 
Truth,  which  is  in  every  body's  Mouth,  and  which 
all  Men  pretend  to  feek,  is  cruelly  perfecuted. 
Whenever  a  Writer  is  defirous  of  unfolding  Inci- 
dents, and  tranfmitting  them  to  Pofterity,  in  their 
genuine  Light,  he  never  fails  to  make  himfelf  a. 
great  number  of  formidable  Enemies.  If  he  is  defi- 
rous of  leading  a  calm,  undifturbed  Life,  he  muft 
M  4  re- 
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refolve  to  dif^uifc  certain  Incidents  ;  and  even  then, 
it  will  be  a  very  difficult  Task  for  h;m  to  pleafe  Mul- 
titudes; every  Party  examining,  with  a  critical  Eye, 
whether  he  inclines  to  their  Opponents.  It  fome- 
times  happens,  that  by  his  flattering  every  one,  he 
is  generally  hated.  VVhat  a  number  of  Authors  does 
this  ftrike  at,  who  are  juftly  punilhed,  not  only  for 
not  daring  to  fay.  what  they  knew,  but  even  for  fay- 
ing the  direct  contrary  ? 

The  Diviiion  of  the  various  Se£ls  which  prevail 
in  Eur  ope  ,^  is  not  the  greateft  Obftacle  which  thofe 
Hiftorians  meet  Vv'ith  who  would  write  with  Truth 
rind  Impartiality.  Such  Princes  as  imagine  it  is  their 
Duty  to  undertake  the  Defence  of  their  Anceftors, 
and  imagine  that  they  themfelves  are  infulted  when 
the. Memory  of  their  Anceltors  is  attacked,  are  the 
moft  formidable  Scourges  to  Hiftorians.  A  French- 
man trembles  the  inftant  he  writes  upon  certain 
Subjects.  An  ambiguous  Word,  a  too  forcible  Ex- 
prcirion,  or  a  SylLible  mifplaced,  may  caufe  him 
to  bs  confined  in  the  Bofille  during  the  Remainder 
of  l)is  Days  An  Hifcorian  ought  to  fet,  in  his  Stu- 
dy, the  Bufts  oi  Tacitus  and  Suetonius^  to  prompt 
him  to  difcover,  in  imitation  of  thofe  generous  Ro- 
mans^ the  moft  hidden  Springs  of  the  Politics  em- 
ployed in  the  Reigns,  the  Hiftory  of  which  he  at- 
tempts to  write  :  but  inftead  of  this,  he  adorns  them 
with  tlie  Plans  of  thofe  Caftles  where  State- Prifoners 
are  confined,  as  a  perpetual  Memento  to  him,  not 
to  take  too  great  Liberties  with  his  Pen.  A  German 
Author  is,  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  laid  under  the  fame 
Reftriiflions  as  a  Frenchman  ;  the  Princes  on  the 
Gtiier  Side  of  the  Rhine  being  as  jealous  of  their  Au- 
thority as  thofe  on  this  Side  of  it.  In  Italy^  Portu- 
gal and  Spain,  the  xMonarchs  are  not  only  to  be 
dreaded,  but  likewife  the  Inquilition.  In  England^ 
where  one  would  imagine  that  a  Writer  runs  no 
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Danger  in  fpeaking  his  Thoughts,  he  yet  runs  great. 
Hazards,  and  feldom  offends  one  of  the  Parties  with 
Impunity.  ]^  a  Man  does  not  bring  himfelf  in  dan- 
ger of  lofing  his  Liberty  or  his  Life,  for  writing  his 
Thoughts,  he  at  Jeaft  difturbs  his  Repofe,  and  makes 
a  great  Number  of  Enemies,  who  eagerly  grafp  at 
every  Opportunity  they  can  meet  with,  in  order  to 
molefr,  and,  if  poffible,  ruin  him.  In  Holland^  Hun- 
ger, Thirft  and  Want  have  the  fame  Effe6l  on  Fo- 
reigners wlio  fet  up  for  Writers  in  that  Country,  as 
Fear  on  Authors  in  other  Regions.  On  one  hand, 
an  apoftate  Monk,  who  comes  to  AmfUrdamox.  the 
Hague,  to  excite  the  Charity  of  his  new  Brethren, 
and  obtain  a  Florin  a  Week  more  from  the  Con- 
fiftory  he  belongs  to,  writes  an  hundred  Falfities 
againft  the  Papifts,  and  blindly  adopts  the  groflefr. 
Falfities  vented  againft  them.  Every  thing  fuits  his 
Purpofe,  provided  it  will  but  fwell  his  Book,  and  give 
theWorld  an  Opinion,  that  he  bears  a  mortal  Hatred 
to  the  Religion  he  abandoned.  On  the  other  hand, 
fome  Jefuit,  or  Molinift  Prieft,  after  appearing  iii 
the  United  Provinces  in  a  Lay  Habit,  and  with  a 
Sword  by  his  Side,  acfts  the  Part  of  a  Spy  for  the 
Advantage  of  his  Brethren,  and  publifhes  the  mofc 
inveterate  Pieces  writ  by  them  againft  the  Protefcants, 
or  flanders  them  abominably  in  fome  wretched 
Rhapfody  of  his  own  compofing.  He  is  paid  for 
this  Purpofe  ^  and  it  would  be  impoflible  for  him  to 
fubfift,  did  he  not  daily  publifh  fuch  Falfities.  A 
poor  Creature  of  a  Lacquey  publifhes,  in  Holland^ 
Memoirs  of  the  Regency,  during  the  Minority  of 
Lewis  XV.*  ;  and  a  trifling  Phyfician  republi flies 
them  under  the  Title  of  The  Life  of  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  in  order  to  afiift  a  Money- craving  Booky 
feller,  in  making  the  Public  purchafe  thefe  Falfities 
i 

^     *  'S'ff  Journal Litteraire,  To;n.  XIII.  p.^ge  45;. 
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a  fecond  and  third  time.  To  expcd  therefore,  dear 
JJaac^  that  an  able  Hiftorian  fliould  ever  be  found 
among  fuch  Scribblers,  is  to  imagine  that  the  Mef- 
fiah  jQiould  arife  in  the  Japamfe  Nation.  The  one 
is  as  probable  as  the  other.  So  far  ought  we  then  to 
flatter  ourfelves  with  the  Hopes  that  fuch  a  Miracle 
Ihould  be  wrought,  we  ought  rather  to  fear,  that 
the  pernicious  Books  of  the  Scribblers  in  queftion 
will  dlfhonour  and  totally  deftroy  the  Majefty  of 
Hiftory. 

Thefe  pitiful  Writers  feem  to  be  loft  to  all  Stnfe 
of  Shame.  As  they  are  prompted  to  write  merely 
from  a  venal  Spirit,  there  is  nothing  they  will  not 
fcruple  to  advance,  whenever  they  imagine  it  may 
be  of  fome  Advantage  to  them.  If  they  once  get 
it  into  their  heads,  that  it  will  be  pofBble  for  them 
to  obtain  fome  {lender  Pcnfion  from  a  Monarch, 
they  inftantly  take  up  the  Pen,  applaud  at  random  the 
moft  trifling  Particulars,  and  rafhly  condemn  fuch 
as  are  moft  laudable.  If  this  is  not  fufficient,  after 
leaving  vainly  applauded  the  Prince,  they  will  be  fo 
mean  as  to  flatter  his  Officers  and  Minifters  ;  and 
if,  unhappily  for  the  Common- wealth  of  Learning, 
this  groveling  Condu£l  will  not  raife  them  to  the 
wifhed-for  Height,  they  will  not  fcruple  to  dedicate 
their  Works  to  fome  Clerk  of  the  Treafury,  or  Va- 
let-de-chambre.  The  impudent  Pride  of  fome  of 
thefe  pitiful  Writers  is  ftill  more  fhccking  than  their 
greedy  Thirfr  of  Gain  ;  for  fome  of  them,  entirely 
jTgardlefs  of  the  Contempt  in  Vv^hich  they  are  held 
by  the  Public,  are  yet  fo  bold  as  to  cenfure  the  moft 
illuftrious  Writers.  How  infolently  have  twenty 
wretched  Scribblers  fpoke  oi  Bayle^  whofe  Writings 
they  had  fcarce  Capacity  enough  to  underftand. 

Now  I  am  fpeaking  of  fuch  low  Writers  as  have 
endeavoured  to  blacken  their  Memory,  I  will  take 
notice  of  an  impertinent  Circumfcance  I  obferved 
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fome  time  fince  in  Morer'i.     Thou  knoweft  that 
this  Prieft^  who  had  got  a  little  T'mQtwxt  of  Hiftory, 
compiled  an  hiftorical  Work,  of  very  little  Value, 
in  an  alphabetical  order  ;    and  which  fome  Perfons 
of  Learning  and  Abilities  have  vainly  endeavoured 
to  correal  and  improve.     Here   follows  the  Terms 
in  which  he  fpeaks  of  the  illuftrious  Thuanus^  the 
wifeft  and    moft  impartial  Hiftorian  France  has  to 
boa  ft  of.     Thuanus,  fays  he  *,  who  favoured  the 
Calvinifts,  d5V.     Can  any  thing  be  fo  {hocking,  as 
to  fee  a  great  Perfonage  fo  odioufly  flandered  ?    For, 
fpite  of  Moreri's  Infinuations,  it  is  univerfally  known 
that  Tbuanus  lived  and  died   a  Papift.     It   is  plaia 
from  Morcr'i's   Expreflions,   that   he  endeavours   to 
infinuate,  that  the  fagacious  Hiftorian   in  queftion 
was  a  Protcftant  in  his  Heart,    and  that  the  only 
Reafon  for  his  writing  certain  Things  was,   his  ha- 
ving a  Tendency  to  the  Proteftant  Religion.     How 
unhappy,  excellent  Ifaac^  is  the  Fate  of  illuftrious 
Men  and  famous  Hiftorians  I  Whenever  they  prefume 
to  fpeak  the  Truth,  a  thoufand  horrid  Slanders  are 
invented,  to  leflen  the  Authority  of  the   Incidents 
related    by    them.     Perfons,    who  ought  never  to 
mention    them   but   with  the   utmoft   Veneration, 
dare  to  explain  their  In  teat  ions,  and  guefs  the  Mo- 
tives which  prompted  them  to  a6^.     What  a  Con- 
fufion  is  there  in  the  Republic  of  Letters  \     Shall 
Moreri  prefume  to  cenfure  and  calumniate  Tbuanus? 
O  Tempora  I   O  Mores  !    Ought  we  to  wonder  after 
this,  that  the   v;hole  School  of  the  Jcfuits  fhculd 
have  exclaimed,   and   exclaim   every  Day,  againfc 
this  great  Man  ;    that  Jurieu  fhould  have  publifhed 
an  odious  Book  againft  the  renov/ned  Arnaud\  and 
that  the  laft  rnentioned  fliould    have  writ  another 
ftill  more  criminal  againft  the  Prince  and  Princefs 

*  In  the  Ai-tkic  of  Calvin. 
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of  Orange^  when  they  were  raifed  to  the  Britijh 
Throne?  It  is  the  Fate  of  great  Men  to  be  attacked 
by  pitiful  Writers.  One  would  be  apt  to  imagine, 
that  this  was  a  Circumftance  eflential  to  their  Glo- 
ry ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  of  them  has  efcaped 
paying  Tribute  to  Envy  and  Malice. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  excellent  IJaac  \  live  content- 
ed and  happy  j  and  never  fufter  thyfelf  to  be  over- 
reached by  the  fallacious  Power  of  Slanderers. 

London^  the  .  .   ,   , 


LETTER     CLXXXVIII. 

Aaron  Monceca,  /r.  Jacob  Brito. 

"pDiNBURGH,  excellent  Brito^  whither  I  have 
"^  been  arrived  fome  Days,  is  a  fpacious  City, 
and  pretty  well  built.  Its  Deftiny  is  like  that  of  all 
Capital  Cities,  which  is  not  the  RefuJence  of  the 
.Monarch;  inftead  of  increafing,  it  is  fcarce  pof- 
fible  for  it  not  to  fall  from  its  former  Grandeur. 
The  whole  Kingdom  oi  Scotland  feels  the  Prejudice 
which  its  Union  with  England  has  done  it ;  and 
the  Scots  frequently  have  Caufe  to  refiecft,  how  dif- 
ferent it  is  for  a  Country  to  be  governed  by  its  ovi'n 
Sovereigns,  or  reduced  to  the  Rank  of  a  Province. 
It  coft  the  EngUJh  infinite  Pains,  and  almoft  endlefs 
Toi-ls,  before  they  could  entirely  fubject  the  Scots: 
For  this  Nation,  haughty,  valiant,  warlike,  and 
jealous  of  its  Rights,  fubmitted  with  Regret  to  a 
foreign  Powerj  and  were  ever  ready  to  fhake  off  a 

Yoke, 
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Yoke,  which  they  imagined  the  Englijh  intended 
to  lay  upon  their  Necks. 

Few  Revolutions  have  happened  in  England  but 
the  Scotch  have  had  a  Share  in  them.  They  gene^ 
rally  declared  in  favour  of  the  Party  contrary  to 
that  which  the  Englijh  efpoufed  ;  or,  if  they  did 
favour  it,  it  was  feldom  with  the  Confent  of  the 
wholeNation.  There  always  remained  a  confider- 
able  Number  of  Malecontents,  who  were  ever  ready 
to  engage  in  any  Attempt  againft  the  Government : 
And  in  this  Rank  we  may  include  the  greateft  Part 
of  thofe  called  Highlanders, 

The  Scotch  are  divided  into  two  different  Sorts 
of  People,  who  differ  almoft  totally  in  their  Man- 
ners, Cuftom^,  and  even  Language.  The  Gentle- 
men, and  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns  and  Low- 
Lands,  fye^kEngliJJj.  They  are  polite,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  haughty.  They  are  endued  with  Ge- 
nius, ffudy  the  Sciences,  and  are  Lovers  of  the  po- 
lite Arts.  Thev  perhaps  are  not  poflefTed  of  all  the 
Virtues  of  the  Englijh,  but  then  they  have  not  their 
Defe<5^s.  The  Highlanders  fpeak  a  Language  called 
Gachlcty  which  is  common  to  them  with  the  Irifo. 
Several  of  them  wear  Yellow  Shirts,  and  lead  a  Life 
very  much  refembling  that  of  Savages.  They  were 
formerly  vaftly  prone  to  Infurre6lions.  Doubtlefs 
their  Difpofitions  are  not  changed  j  but  it  is  infi- 
nitely lefs  eafy  for  them  to  rebel.  King  William 
found  Means  to  build  feveral  Fortrefles  in  the  midft 
of  their  Mountains.  He  was  the  iirff:  Monarch 
who  fubje61:ed  them  ;  and  this  was  not  one  of  the 
eafieft  Enterprizes  which  thatilluftrious  Prince  com- 
pleted. Thefe  Citadels,  which  the  Englijh  have 
built  in  the  Mountains,  did  not  ffrengthen  their 
Power  fo  much  in  Siciland,,  as  the  Union  of  the 
Scotch  Parliament  with  that  of  England,  Thou  per- 
haps 
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haps  may  ft  not  be  difpleafed,  worthy  Brito^  to  hear 
feme  of  the  chief  Circumftances  of  that  Union. 

There  were  formerly,  in  this  Kingdom,  Eftates 
General,  like  thofe  who  aflemble  in  London^  and 
who  afliime  the  Title  of  Parliaments.  The  Eftates 
ufed  to  regulate  the  Affairs  cf  Scotland  ;  and  had 
the  fame  Authority  over  their  own  Country  as  the 
EngliJJj  have  over  theirs.  The  Englljh^  in  Queen 
Anne\  Reign,  formed  theDefign  of  uniting  Eng- 
land ^\t\i  Scotland -,  and,  in  that  manner,  to  form 
of  them  one  State,  governed  by  one  and  the  fame 
Parliament.  It  was  no  eafy  Matter  to  put  this  Pro- 
je(5t  in  Execution,  and  yet  they  at  laft  compafted 
their  Ends.  They  reprefented  to  the  Scotch^  that 
the  Union  would  be  of  Advantage  to  the  two  King- 
doms ;  and  that  a  certain  and  ftated  Conjun(5iicn 
between  them,  by  Bands  that  fhould  be  eternal, 
would  endue  them  with  greater  Strength,  to  refift 
their  common  Enemies  ;  and  indeed  it  was  natural 
enough  to  fuppofe,  that  the  mutual  Intereft  both  of 
England  and  Scotland  required  that  Union,  Spite 
of  the  vigorous  Oppofition  made  by  a  great  Num- 
ber of  able  Scotchmen,  who  judged  in  a  different 
manner  ;  and  by  the  Aid  of  a  great  many  more, 
who  were  won  over,  either  by  Perfuafion  or  Intereft, 
the  Englijh  took  a  proper  Opportunity  of  Times 
and  Seafons;  and,  at  laft,  folemnly  united  the 
Scotch  Parliament  to  that  of  England. 

By  this  Union,  they  allov/ed  Seats  in  the  new 
Parliament  thus  united,  only  to  a  very  fmall  Num- 
ber of  Scotch  Members,  whilft  all  thofe  belonging 
to  England  were  received  into  it,  and  preferved 
their  Seats  as  before.  This  confiderable  Difparity 
with  regard  to  the  Members  of  the  Englijh  and 
Scotch^  gives  the  former  a  Certainty  of  having  a 
Plurality  of  Voices,  and  fo  makes  them  abfolute 
Mafters  of  all  Debates.     And  indeed,    it  was  not 
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till  after  their  having  conquered  a  great  many  Dif- 
ficulties, that  this  Union  was  entirely  completed 
and  fettled.  At  firft,  feveral  Parties  were  formed 
among  the  Scotch.  Some,  upon  pretence  of  their 
being  inflamed  with  a  true  Zeal  for  their  Country, 
would  have  the  Propofals  of  the  EfigUJ])  entirely  re- 
jciS^ed.  Others  confented  to  receive  them,  but  re- 
quired the  Number  of  the  Scotch  Members  to  be 
unlimited;  and  that  all  thofe  who  had  a  Right  of 
fitting  in  the  Scotch  Parliament  fhould  likewife  have 
the  Privilege  to  fit  in  that  of  England.  But  the 
EngUJh  made  an  artful  m^^  of  all  thefe  Divifions, 
and  caufed  them  to  be  fubfervient  to  obtain  their 
Ends ;  and  after  feveral  Debates,  and  fome  flight 
Contefts,  the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms  was  re- 
folved  upon,  and  cemented  for  ever. 

If  the  Scotch^  worthy  Brito^  have  fuffered  fome 
little  Inconveniences  by  the  Lofs  of  their  Privileges, 
they  have  gained,  on  the  other  hand,  a  great  many 
Advantages,  which  they  never  would  have  enjoyed, 
had  they  always  formed  a  feparate,  and,  as  it  were, 
a  foreign  Nation  from  England.  How  many  times 
would  they  have  been  expcfcd  to  the  Fury  of  Civil 
V/ars,  either  foreign  or  domeftic  :  To  fpeak  only 
of  thofe  in  queftion,  is  not  a  Divifion  between  two 
Nations,  fubjecfl  to  the  fame  Monarch,  necefTarily 
attended  with  the  mofl:  fatal  Confequences  ? 

The  Authors  of  the  Continuation  of  the  Hlftory 
of  Rapin  de  Thoyras^  have  well  enough  defcribed  the 
different  Emotions  which  difturbed  Scotland  diwnng 
this  Union.  But  then,  as  isufualwith  them,  they 
abandon  themfelves  to  their  enthufiaftic  Spirit  of 
Controverfy  ;  and  nothmg  can  be  more  infolent  and 
fcditious  than  their  Reflections.  "  To  procure  that 
"  Peace,  and  that  Increafe  of  Power,  fay  they"^^  it 

*  Rapin  Thoyras's  Hiftory  of  England  continued  from 
the  Acceffion  of  King  George  I.  fom,  XII.  pag.  io6. 

*'  was 


\ 


256  The  Jewish  Spy.     Let.  188. 

was  not  nccefTary  that  Scotland  fhould  be  in  a 
worfe  Condition  than  Ireland^  which,  notwith- 
ftanding  its  being  conquered,  has  yet  preferved 
its  Parliament.  It  was  enough  that  this  King- 
dom fhould  bind  itfelf  by  a  folemn  and  irrevo- 
cable A(5l,  ne'/er  to  acknowledge  any  other  King 
but  him  who  fliould  fway  the  EngUJh  Scepter. 
All  that  was  added  to  this  efTential  Claufe  was 
over-fhooting  this  Mark,  which  the  £'«^///^  ought 
only  to  have  aimed  at;  and  ferved  to  no  other 
Purpofe  than  to  degrade  Scotland^  and  to  make 
it,  in  proportion  to  the  Government,  as  depen- 
dent on  England  as  Britany  is  on  France.  As  fo 
fmall  a  Number  of  Scotch  Members,  added  to  fo 
great  a  Number  of  thofe  of  England^  were  one 
Day  to  compofe  the  Britijh  Parliament,  vt'here  all 
things  were  to  be  decided  by  a  Plurality  of  Voices, 
did  not  this  give  the  Englijh  a  Certainty  of  fuc- 
ceeding  in  all  their  Meafures  ?  Did  not  the  fol- 
lowing Claufe,  repeated  almofl  at  every  Article, 
Unlefs  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  Jhould 
think  proper  to  make  fome  Alterations  in  it^  give 
up  all  their  Rights,  Cuftoms  and  Privileges  of  the 
Scotch  into  the  Hands  of  the  Englijh  P  The  odi- 
ous Reftri6i:ion  to  fixteen  Scotch  Peers  who  were 
allowed  Seats  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain^ 
Sit  the  fame  Time  that  no  Englijh  Peer  v/as  ex- 
cluded from  it ;  the  Subordination  of  the  Admi- 
ralty of  Scotland  to  the  Lord  High- Admiral  of 
England ',  the  Change  in  the  Weights  and  Mea- 
fures; the  SubjecSlion  as  to  the  Manner  of  levy- 
ing Taxes,  and  to  the  fame  Kind  of  Taxes  ;  did 
thele  contribute  to  fecure  the  Peace  and  increale 
the  Power  ;  or  fhew,  in  diftinft  Chara6lers,  the 
Superiority  and  Sovereignty  of  England  f  After 
all,  it  was  but  juft  that  thofe,  who  had  fold  their 
King,  Ihould  one  Day  punifh  themfelves,  by  fel* 

"  ling 
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''  ling  their  Sovereignty  and  their  Independence.  I 
'*  proteft  that  it  is  in  no  ill  View  I  have  laid  down 
**  thefe  feveral  Reflexions,  which  belong  to  the 
''  Province  of  an  Hiltorian.  I  am  even  perfuaded, 
''  and  wilh  fincetely  it  were  poiTible  for  me  to  per- 
"  fuade  thofe  who  may  imagine  themfelves  aggriev- 
*'  ed,  that  it  is  more  advantageous  for  them  that 
'*  what  is  done  Ihould  remain  on  its  prcfent  F'oot, 
*'  than  to  attempt  to  char.ge  it,  even  though  they 
*'  (lioiild  be  certain  of  SucctTs." 

Is  this,  worthy  5r//^,  writing  with  the  Dignity 
and  Impartiality  required  in  Hittory  ?  And  could 
the  Author  of  a  defamatory  Libel  make  ufe  of  other 
ExprefTions?  Can  any  thing  be  more  injurious  to  a 
Nation  than  the  following  PalTage :  After  alU  Jt 
was  but  juji  that  thofe\  who  had  fold  their  King, 
Jhould  one  Day  punijh  themfelves,  by  felling  their 
Sovereignty  and  their  Independence  ?  It  muft  be 
owned  that  the  Englifo  Government  is  very  indul- 
gent, or  rather  very  much  of  a  philofophic  cait,  to 
let  fuch  infolent  Afiertions  pafs  unpunifhed  !  In  Pa- 
ris,  the  Magilliates  fentence  daily  to  the  FlaPxies 
Books  whofe  only  Guilt  is  their  containing  fome 
Opinions  that  are  a  little  too  free  ;  or  which  defcribe, 
in  lively  Touches,  the  Confequences  and  Effects  of 
SupcrlHtion.  In  London,  the  Government  will  not 
condefcend  to  take  Notice  of  a  Parcel  of  defama- 
tory Libels  written  againrt  it  ;  and  punifh  the  Au- 
th'  rsof  them  no  otherwife  than  by  Contempt  and 
Oblivion.  But  poflibly  fuch  an  Indulgence  is  faul- 
ty,  as  it  is  an  Encouragement  to  Slanderers. 

Nothing  can  be  fo  whimfical,  and  at  the  fame 
time  impertinent,  as  the  Protedation  made  by  the 
Writers  in  queflion,  viz.  Of  their  having  no  ill 
View  in  making  thefe  Reflexions  ;  and  their  wfhing 
fincerely  that  thofe,  ivho  i?nagine  themfelves  aggrieved, 
?}ioy  not 'attempt  to  recover  their  Rights,     It  muft  be 

confcfied 
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confefTed  that  this  is  an  excellent  Maxim,  in  order 
to  incline  the  Minds  of  People  to  the  Love  of  Peace 
and  Tranquilh'ty,  to  reproach  them  in  fo  fliarp  and 
injurious  a  manner,  with  their  Submifiion  to  the 
Laws.  And  is  not  this  feditious  Exhortation  to  O- 
bedience  perfe6lly  well  calculated  to  difpofe  them  to 
it?  To  prove  the  Difintereftednefs  and  Lmpartiality 
of  thefe  pretended  Hiftorians,  we  need  but  read 
the  following  Paflage.  ''  If  ever  a  People  had  a 
*'  Right  to  take  up  Arms,  it  was  the  Scotch  on  that 
*'  Occafion,  when  the  Affair  was  either  for  them 
"  to  continue,  or  to  ceafe  to  be,  a  particular  Peo- 
*'  pie  ;  that  is,  the  Bufinefs  was,  the  lofing  their 
"  Sovereignty,  their  Rights,  their  Honour,  and 
"^  their  Religion  ;  a  Lofs,  to  which  the  Allegiance 
*'  they  owed  their  Monarchs  could  not  oblige  them  ; 
"  much  lefs  that  which  they  owed  to  a  Farlia- 
*'  ment,  vifibly  and  notorioufly  proved  to  have  lit- 
**  tie  Zeal  for  their  Country  ;  and  conniving  witb 
*'  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  raife  themfelves  by  de- 
*'  meaning  and  weakning  it.  Their  Right,  their 
"  Force,  and  the  Circumftances  which  made  them 
"  ftill  more  formidable  than  they,  in  reality  were, 
"  were  known.  They  contented  themfelves  with 
*'  complaining;  and  with  proving  in  due  Form, 
*'  that  their  Complaints  were  juftly  grounded. 
*'  Thofe,  who  are  accuftomed  to  arbitrary  Power, 
*'  may  perhaps  fay,  that  the  Englijh^  who  are  di- 
"  re(5ted  by  other  Principles,  cannot  without  con- 
*'  demning  themfelves,  forbear  owning,  that  this 
"  People  did  more  than  their  Duty,  and  that  they 
"  would  not  have  been  io  tractable  in  the  like 
"   Circumftances." 

Methinks,  dear  Brito^  that  a  Writer  could  not 
have  declared  more  exprefsly,  that  the  Scotch  ^\^ 
wrong  in  not  taking  up  Arms  againft  their  Sove- 
reign j  and   that   in  purfuance  of  the  Maxims  of 

the 
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the  EngUjh^  they  ought  dill  to  take  up  Arms.  Could 
2in  Italian  Jefuir,  who  had  wrote  in  Rome  the  Con- 
tinuation of  Rapins  Hiftory  of  England,,  at  the 
Command  of  the  Pretender,  have  writ  otherwife  ? 
How  unhappy  is  it  for  fuch  Perfons.,  as  have  not 
Knowledge  enough  to  diftinguifh  a  feditious  Libel 
from  a  true  and  candid  Hiftory,  to  lofe  their  Time 
in  reading  fuch  Pieces  as  the  libellous  Continuation 
in  queftion  ?  That  Work  muft  necefTarily  fill  the 
Minds  of  a  great  number  of  Perfons  with  falfe  Ideas ; 
when  they  blindly  give  Credit  to  all  the  Falfities 
contained  in  them  ;  and  are  feduced  by  the  pitiful 
Reflexions  of  thofe  wretched  Scriblers. 

I  have  often  fpoke  to  thee,  v/orthy  Briio,^  as  well 
as  to  Ij a ac  Onis^  of  this  Continuation  of  the  Hifiory 
tf/' England,  becaufe  that  every  Time  1  had  recourfe 
to  it  1  found  new  Errors  in  it.  Some  of  thefe  fhew 
fuch  extreme  Ignorance,  that  we  can  fcarce  believe 
the  Authors  could  have  been  guilty  of  tiiem  t\c^ 
after  our  reading  them  ;  and  to  give  thee  a  Speci- 
men of  this,  I  fiiall  only  point  out  one  Paflage  in 
which  thefe  accurate  Geographers  fay,  that  a  Ship 
cannot  pafs  through  the  Streighis  of  Gibraltar,  with* 
out  being  expofed  to  the  Cannon  of  that  Fortrefs.  A 
Perfon  muft  be  very  ignorant,  not  to  know  the 
Breadth  of  thefe  Streights  ;  and  a  great  Novice  in 
Gunnery,  to  fancy  that  a  Cannon-ball  can  reach 
from  Side  to  Side  of  thofe  Streights.  But  the  great- 
eft  Defect:  in  it,  and  that  which  renders  it  abfolutely 
contemptible,  is  his  notorious  Partiality  :  And  the 
kail  Refle6lion  on  thisCircumftance  v/ill  fhew,  how 
dangerous  it  is  to  permit  all  Perfons  indifcruninately 
to  engage  in  writing  Hiftory.  This  Book  will  pof- 
ftbly  not  do  much  Harm  in  England  ;  fmce,  not  to 
mention  that  moft  Perfons  of  a  polite  Education 
know  what  is  true  in  the  Incidents  themfelves,  and 
that  few  of  the  common  People  underftand  Frenchy 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Tindal^  the  EngUJh  Tranflator  of  Rapln^  has 
not  fliewn  fo  little  Judgment  as  to  tranllate  the 
Rhapfody  of  his  infipid  Compilers. 

To  return  to  the  Scotch^  Friend  Brito :  Presby- 
terianifm,  that  is,  Nazareenifm  eftablifhed  much 
after  the  fame  manner  as  amona;  the  Genevans  and 
Dutchy  is  the  prevailing  Religion  in  5^<7^/^«<5^.  The 
Worfhip  of  the  Church  of  England  is  eftablifhed 
only  in  England  and  Ireland^  and  confequently 
there  are  no  Prelates  in  Scotland.  Paftors,  v^ho  are 
fimply  fuch,  take  care  of  the  Churches  in  the  lat- 
ter Kingdom.  In  1604.  James  \.  iorc^di  X.h.Q  Scotch 
to  receive  the  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Church 
of  England:  And  even  obliged  them  to  admit  of 
Bifhops,  fpite  of  the  Oppofition  made  by  the  Pref- 
byterian  Minifters,  who  abhor  as  much  the  Eng- 
UJIj  Prelates,  as  the  Jcfuits  do  the  Prelates  of  the 
Galilean  Church,  v^ho  have  not  admitted  the  Con- 
flitution.  This  Innovation  brought  afterwards 
great  Calamities  on  England^  Scotland  and  Ireland. 
During  thefe  Troubles  and  Divifions,  the  Presby- 
terian Religion  got  the  upper  hand  in  Scotland  ;  \.hz 
Prelates  were  turned  out,  and  Things  reverted  to 
their  former  Situation,  and  have  continued  fo  ever 
fince  that  Time. 

The  Literati  among  the  Scotch  are  blended  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Letters,  with  the  EngUJh.  As 
they  v^^rite  in  the  fame  Language,  no  Diftinction  is 
made  between  an  Author  who  writes  at  Edinburgh^ 
and  another  who  v/ritesin  London.  They  are  con- 
fidered  in  the  fame  light  with  two  Frenchmen^  one 
of  whom  fhould  write  at  Paris.,  and  the  other  in 
Lyons.  Since  the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms,  the 
Scotch  have  a  Right  to  fnare  in  the  Glory  of  Sir  /- 
faac  Newton^  Mr.  Locke.,  and  Dr.  Clarke-,  in  like 
manner  as  a  Native  of  Languedoc  enjoys  his  Share  in 
the  Fame  of  Boileau^  Mallebranchey  and  other  re- 
nowned 
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nowned  Far'ifians.  They  ncverthelefs  have  had 
feveral  great  Men,  who  belong  immediately  to  them" ; 
and  befides  the  famous  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet ^  who, 
for  his  perfonal  )Merit  and  his  Writings,  and  among 
others  for  his  noble  Hijiory  of  the  Reformation  of  the 
Church  of  England,  was  raifed  to  the  epifcopiil  See 
of  Salisbury,  and  whom  I  lately  mentioned  to  thee, 
fpeaking  of  his  Hiftory  of  his  oivn  Times  *  ;  I  fhall 
content  myfelf  with-hinting  at  the  famous  Bucha^ 
nan.  Preceptor  to  fames  VI.  King  of  Scotland,  a 
moft  artful  Politician,  a  great  Hiflorian,  and  an  ex- 
cellent Poet.  In  the  laft  mentioned  Character,  we, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Chriftian  Societies,  are  obliged 
to  him,  for  having  given  us  a  beautiful  Tranflation, 
in  Latin  Verfe,  of  all  David's  Pfalms.  This  Com- 
pofition  endears,  in  the  higheft  Degree,  his  Memo' 
ry  to  all  Perfons  of  Learning,  the  Friars  excepted, 
who  find  themfelves  painted  but  too  ftrongly  to  the 
Life  in  his  other  Latin  Poems,  a  Circumftance 
which  their  violent  Perfecutions  did  but  too  much 
authorize.  His  liiflory  of  Scotland,  writ  in  beau- 
tiful Latin  Profe,  is  an  excellent  Work,  with  Sub- 
milTion  to  the  Jacobites^  who  cannot  pardon  the 
Freedom  with  which  he  defcribrs  the  gay  Life  of  the 
blefil'd  Mary  Stuart.  And  as  to  his  Dialogue  con- 
cerning the  Right  of  Sovereignty  in  Scotland,  it 
has  difpleafed  none  but  fuch  as  were  born  Slaves  to 
arbitrary  Power,  and  the  fiery  AlFertersof  paflive 
Obedience. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  dear  Brito  ;  may  thy  Life  be 
contented  and  propitious.  I  fhall  return  foon  to 
Paris ;  and  will  not  write  to  thee  till  I  fhall  have 
sot  thither. 


Edinburgh^   the- 


*  See  Letter  C  LX. 


L  E  T^ 
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LETTER     CLXXXIX. 

Isaac  Onis,    a  Caraile,  formerly  a  Rahhi  at 
Conftantinoplc,  to   Aaron  Monceca. 

"TO  G  Y P  T^  worthy  Monceca^  has  been,  in  all 
"^-^  Ages,  the  Center  of  Superftition  ;  and  of  all 
the  Heathens,  none  have  carried  the  Folly  and  Ex- 
travagance of  Idolatry  to  fuch  a  Height  as  the  anci- 
ent Egyptians, 

After  .the  Nazareen  Religion  had  deflroyed,  in 
this  Country,  the  ignominious  Worfhip  of  Idols, 
there  ftill  remained  many  Cuftoms  which  were  re- 
pugnant to  Reafon.  The  Religion  in  queflion 
could  not  extirpate  the  Love  the  Egyptians  h^a^  for 
judicial  Aftrology,  their  blind  Belief  in  the  chime- 
rical Predidions  of  Empericks,  and  the  dread  of 
certain  EfFed^s  of  Nature,  which  the  Vulgar  confi- 
der  as  fo  many  Prodigies.  So  far  from  it,  this  Re- 
ligion adopted  thefe  ridiculous  and  criminal  Super- 
flitions;  and  they  are  now  but  too  much  in  Vogue 
among  the  Egyptians. 

The  Religion  of  Mahotmned.,  which  fucceeded 
that  of  the  Nazareens,  has  given  freih  Vigour  to 
thefe  Errors.  The  Twr.^x,  who  are  naturally  pret- 
ty fuperftitious,  are  very  fond  of  Soothfayers  and 
Soothfaying  in  particular;  and  there  is  no  City  in  the 
World  in  which  there  are  fo  many  Pcrfons  who 
pretend  to  foretel  Things  to  come,  as  in  Grand  Cai- 
ro^ 


Let.  189.     The  Jewish  Spy.  263 

ro.  Some  pretend  to  difcover  the  moft  hidden  Se- 
crets by  the  Help  of  the  Planets.  Others,  among 
whom  there  are  unhappily  but  too  many  of  our 
Brethren,  imagine  they  perceive,  in  the  Cabala, 
the  moft  infallible  Methods  to  difcover  the  moft 
hidden  Things.  A  great  many  others  fet  up  for  In- 
terpreters of  Dreams  ;  pretending  to  be  as  well  ver- 
fed  in  this  vain  idle  Science  as  the  ^nckntChaUeaus, 
In  fhort,  many  Perfons  boaft  their  poftefling  the 
deadly  Art  of  commanding  over  Devils  ;  and  of 
being  able,  by  their  Means,  to  foretel  any  Thing 
they  are  defiroiis  of  knowing. 

AH  thefe  pretended  Prophets,  gooA  Monceca,  are 
To  many  Cheats  and  Tmpoftors,  whofe  only  Aim  is 
to  deceive  the  Public,  by  the  help  of  certain  Words 
which  they  themfelves  do  not  underftand  ;  and  of 
fomeodd  wry  Faces,  which  make  a  ftrong  Impref- 
fion  on  the  Minds  of  Fools  and  Madmen.  A  true 
Philofopher,  to  fhew  evidently  the  Falfity  of  their 
Predictions,  need  but  apply  the  following  Argument, 
As  God  has  referved  to  himfelf  alone  the  Know- 
ledge of  Things  to  come  ;  and  as  none  but  himfelf 
can  know  them  ;  it  is  contrary  to  the  Eftence  of 
all  Creatures,  of  v*hat  Species  foever,  to  be  able  to 
difcover  Futurity,  without  an  immediate  Revelati- 
on of  the  Deity,  which  I  prove  thus.  Every  Thing 
that  muft  befal  Mankind  depends  on  the  Liberty 
which  God  has  indulged  them,  and  he  only  is  able 
to  know  the  Ufe  they  will  make  of  it.  If  the  Ufe 
which  they  ought  to  make  of  it  was  writ  in  the 
Stars,  or  known  to  the  Devil,  a  Man  would  be  de- 
termined, fpite  of  himfelf,  to  follow  the  Courfeof 
"J'hings  as  already  fettled.  But  I  would  ask,  whe- 
ther any  Man  in  the  World  is  fo  very  filly,  as  to 
affert  that  Men,  at  the  Inftant  of  their  Birth,  are 
io  ftri<^Iy  bound,  and  {o  neceflarily  determined  to 
certain  Adions,  that  it  is  abft'lutely  impoflible  for 

them 
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them  to  do  any  others  ?  I  fancy  there  is  not  found, 
even  among  the  moft  rigid  Janfenifts,  Perfons  fo 
f^rangcly  prejudiced,  as  to  attempt  to  deftroy  fo  far 
the  Power  of  Free-will.  If  we  allow  Mankind 
but  ever  fo  little  Liberty,  we  deftroy  the  pretended 
Regifter  of  the  Planets,  and  the  Knowledge  of  De- 
mons j  for  it  is  fufEcient  that  he  has  the  Power  to 
determine  himfelf,  to  give  us  a  Right  of  concluding, 
that  God  is  the  only  Being  who  knows  what  Courfe 
he  will  take.  I  therefore  reduce  my  Argument, 
dear  Monceca^  and  fay  thus ;  If  the  Fate  of  Man 
is  writ  in  the  Planets,  he  confequently  is  not  endu- 
ed with  any  Liberty,  either  phyfical  or  moral ;  he 
muft  a6l  in  confequence  to  what  is  written  in  thofe 
Planets.  A  Perfon  muil  therefore  be  llrangely 
blinded,  not  to  perceive  the  Uncertainty  of  the 
Predidions  vented  by  the  Aflrologers.  If  the  evi- 
dent Reafons,  by  which  Philofcphers  demonftrate 
the  Abfurdity  of  it,  have  not  been  able  to  enlighten 
the  Minds  of  the  common  People  ;  yet  the  Falfity 
of  them  (new  Proofs  of  which  are  furnifhed  daily) 
ought  to  have  been  of  feme  Service. 

In  declaring  my  Opinion  thus  tVankly,  concern- 
ing judicial  Aih'ology  and  Necromancy,  I  cannot 
prevail  with  u\^j{t\i  to  rank  the  interpreting  of 
Dreams  in  the  fame  Clafs.  I  will  own,  that  moft 
of  thofe  who  fet  themfelves  up  for  Interpreters  of 
them.,  area  Parcel  of  Impoilors,  who  afcribe  this 
Faculty  to  themfelves :  But  I  fancy  there  is  often  in 
our  Dreams,  fomething  fupernatural,  the  Caufe  of 
which  is  undifcoverable  by  us.  Thou  perhaps 
mayft  wonder,  dear  Monceca,  to  hear  me  alTert 
this  Opinion,  which  feems,  at  firft  fight,  unworthy 
a  Philofopher.  Pardon  my  Weaknefs.  I  have  ex- 
erted my  utmofl:  Endeavours  to  overcome  my  Pre- 
judices; I  perufed  the  beft  Authors,  in  order  to 
meet  with  Arguments  to  deftroy  my  Error  5  but  all 

my 
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my  Care  and  Study  have  fcrved  only  to  flrengthen 
me  in  my  Opinion.  I  will  now  inform  thee  of  the 
Arguments  which  biafs  me  on  this  Occafion.  Thou 
mayeft  give  me  thy  Thoughts  on  this  Head  ;  and  I 
fliall  be  obliged  to  thee  if  thou  wilt  affift  me  in  dif- 
covering  whether  they  are  deceitful,  and  have  only 
the  Appearance  of  Truth. 

Authors  both  ancient  and  modern  are  agreed  in 
the  Diftinc^ion  they  have  made  of  Dreams  ;  and 
range  them  under  tv/o  different  Clalles,  the  iirft  of 
which  contains  the  divine  Dreams,  and  the  fccond 
the  natural.  This  Divifion  has  been  followed  e- 
qually  by  the  heathen  Philofophers,  and  by  the  Jeiu- 
ijh  as  well  as  Na-zareen  Do6lors.  They  confequent- 
ly  muft  have  believed,  that  there  are  fome  divine 
Dreams  which  arc  fent  us  from  Heaven,  fince  they 
ranked  them  under  a  particular  Clafs.  This  is  the 
firfl;  Circumftance  favourable  to  noilurnal  Revela- 
tions ;  a  Circumftance  that  is  fo  much  the  ftronger, 
as  it  has  been  adopted  by  learned  Men  of  various 
Nations,  and  profeffing  Religions  diredly  oppofite 
in  their  Natures. 

It  may  be  faid,  that  Dreams  have  been  confider- 
cd,  by  all  Men,  as  fupernatural.  The  yews  can- 
not doubt  but  that  there  are  many  of  that  kind. 
We  are  informed,  by  our  facred  Books,  that  God 
revealed  in  a  Dream,  to  Abimelech  King  of  Gerar^ 
that  Sarah  was  Abraham^  Wife  *  ;  and  he  foretold 
by  the  fame  means,  to  Pbarja/j  King  of  Egypt,  the 
feven  Years  of  Fcitility,  which  were  to  be  followed 
by  feven  Years  of  Barrennefs  f.  That  he  informed 
Nebuchadnezzar^  King  of  Baby!o?i^  of  the  futute 
State  of  Empires,  by  the  Viilon  of  a  Statue,  the 
Head  of  wliich  was  of  Gold,  the  Arms  and  Brealt 
of  Silver,    the  Belly  and  Thighs  of  Brafs,  the  Legs 

*  Gen.  x.Y.  3— ^-.y.         Gen.  xli.  i       ...  t. 
Vol,  V.  N  '        of 
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of  Iron,  and  the  Feet  partly  Iron  and  partly  Earth*. 
God  employed  likewife  a  Dream,  to  prevent  Alex- 
ander from  one  Day  deftroying  Jertifalem,  Jofe- 
phus  f ,  the  Hiftorian  of  our  Natio^,  informs  us, 
that  the  Image  of  Jaddns  appeared  to  this  Monarch, 
and  promifed  him  the  Conqueft  of  the  Eaft.  Alex- 
ander^ fometime  after  this  Vifion,  being  offended 
at  the  jfews^  marched  out  againft  them  with  a  De- 
fign  to  chaftife  them  feverely  :  But  Jaddus,  cloathed 
in  his  pontifical  Veflments,  coming  out  to  meet 
him  by  the  Command  which  God  had  given  him 
in  a  Dream  the  Night  before  ;  and  the  Monarch, 
calHng  to  mind  that  this  Priefl:  was  the  fame  Per- 
fon  who  had  appeared  to  him  in  Aiacedonia^  in  a 
Dream,  not  only  changed  his  Refolution,  but 
even  facrificed  in  the  Temple,  after  the  Jewifl) 
manner,  and  granted  them  all  the  Privileges  they 
defired. 

After  fuch  authentic  Tefiimonies  of  the  Truth 
of  divine  Dreams,  how  can  any  Perfon  pretend  to 
afTert  that  Heaven  never  reveals  its  Will  to  Men  by 
Revelations  which  he  favours  them  with  during 
their  Sleep  ?  I  know,  dear  Moncea^  that  fuch  "Jews 
and  Nazareens  as  rejefl  celeflial  Dreams  fay,  that 
what  God  has  done  fometimes  by  extraordinary 
Means,  ought  not  to  ferve  as  the  Foundation  of  a 
general  Syftem  ;  that  it  would  beabfurd  toeftablifh, 
that  there  is  often  fomething  fupernatural  in  Rain, 
and  in  the  Sound  of  Inflruments,  becaufe  God  has 
fometimes  fent  extraordinary  Floods,  and  that  the 
Sound  of  Trumpets  overthrew  the  Walls  of  Jeri- 
cho  ;  that  thefe  are  particular  Miracles,  which  have 
no  Influence  on  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  things  j  that 

*  Dan.  ii.   i,  ^  3^""33- 

•f-Jofeph.  Antiq.  Judaic.  Lib.  XL  Chap,  viii.  pag. 
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when  they  happen,  God  will  condefcend  to  diforder, 
by  fupernatural  Means,  the  Order  eftablifhed  by 
him  ;  and  that  this  happens  fo  feldom,  that  it  is 
ftrange  any  Perfon  fhould  make  a  Rule  of  it,  which 
may  authorize  a  chimerical  Diftin6lion  ;  there  be- 
ing no  Proof  to  fliew,  that  all  the  Dreams,  three 
or  four  excepted,  which  have  been  made  fmce  y/- 
dam^  are  owing  to  other  Means  than  that  which 
produces  the  natural. 

Some  Free-thinkers,  and  feveral  Philofophers, 
who  are  not  either  of  the  JeiviJJ)  or  Naxareen  Be- 
lief, make  much  fhorter  Work  with  this  Difficulty, 
by  utterly  denying  the  Truth  of  the  Dreams  men- 
tioned in  our  divine  Books.  Dreams,  according  to 
the  Perfons  in  queftion,  arife  wholly  from  the  dif- 
tincfl  Images  impiefTed  on  the  Imagination,  or 
which  are  prefented  ta  it  in  the  Day-time.  Every 
one  has  Vifions,  according  to  his  State  and  Profefii- 
on  ;  and  Men  are  themfelves  the  Makers  of  them  *. 
A  Lover  has  Dreams  relating  to  his  Amours,  a 
Mifer  to  his  Treafures,  an  ambitious  Man  to  his 
vain  Honours,  and  a  Warrior  to  Battles,  a  Coun- 
fellor  to  Caufesj  an  Attorney  to  Declarations,  a  Far- 
mer-general to  Theft  and   Rapine,    a  Janfenifl  to 

*  Sofnvia,    qu/e  ludiint  Mejites  'volutantihus  Umbris, 
Nee  Deliihro.  Detim,  nee  ab  j^ there  Numma  mittunt : 
B,cdfibi  qui/que  faciU      Ni(?n  cum  projlrata  Sopor e 
Urget  Membra  ^ies,  i^  Metis  fine  londere  Indif^ 
^icqiiid  Luce  fecit y  "Tenebris  agit. 

Petron.  Satyr,  page  i;S. 

Thus  imitated. 

Dreams,  which  delude  the  Mind  with  flitting  Sliade% 
i\oi-  troni  the  Temples  come,  nor  from  tJic  Gods, 
Bat  eacJi  Man  forms  his  own ;  for  when  in  Sleep  ' 
The  Limbs  are  all  difTolv'd,  the  Mind  at  rcil, 
Thc^  Aaions  of  rhe  Day  are  wrought  at  Night. 

N  2     ^  °  Enthii- 
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Enthufiafm  and  Impoflure,    and  a  Jefuit  to  Fraud 
and  Tyranny.     It  is  the  fame  with  refpe^l  to  Wo- 
men.     The  Coquet  fancies  fhe  impofes  upon  her 
Lover,  the  Inconftant  that  (he  is  getting  new  Ad- 
mirers, the  Prude  that  {he  is  delivering  her  tedious 
Maxims,  the  Devotee  that  (he  is  dallying  with  her 
Dire<5lor,    or  flandering  her  Neighbours ;    and  the 
Proftitute  that  fhe  is  revelling   in  Plcafures,  with 
which  fhe  was  not  able  to  fatiate  herfelf  in  the  Day- 
time.    They  quote  the  Example  of  Thefeus^  who 
being  defirous  of  imitating  Hercules,    always  had 
this  Hero  in  the  Night-time,    prefent  to  his  Imagi- 
nation.     They   mention  Thernljiocles^  who  was  fo 
jealous  of   the  Trophies   of    Miltiades^    that   the 
Thoughts  of  this  tormented  him  even  in  his  Sleep. 
They  do  not  omit  Marcellus^    who  often  ufed  to 
dream,  that  he  was  fighting  a  Duel  with  HannibaL 
But  however,  notvvithftanding  the  natural  Dreams 
of  thefe  great  Men,    yet  this  ought  not  to  deftroy 
the  Belief  of  fuch  as   have  fomething  fupernatural 
in  them.    Becaufe  a  Thing  happens,  fometimes,  m 
a  certain  manner,    yet   it  cannot  be  inferred  from 
thence,    but  it  may  alfo  fometimes  happen  after  a 
different  Manner.     Thus,   in  making  it  for  granted 
that  the  Dreams   of  Thefeus^    of  Miltiades^    and 
Jllarcellus,    prove  that  great   Men   have  Dreams 
which  have  nothing  fupernatural  in  them,  we  flill 
may  be  juftly  allowed  to  affert,   that  they  alfo  are  in- 
dulged others,  which,    by  the  divine  Power,  fore- 
tel  them  Events  to  come.     Hiftory  has  preferved  a 
numberlefs  Multitude  of  Incidents,    related  by  the 
greatefl  Writers,  and  fometimes  by  the  moft  famous 
Philofophers,  which  authorize  the  Reality  of  celeftial 
Dreams.     The  fewonderful  Dreams  are  not  told  us 
by  Perfons  of  no  Genius  or  Learning,    by  fuper- 
flitious  Monks,  or  by  Authors  of  Romances ,  but 

by 
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by  Perfons  whofe  Genius  and  Learning  are  acknow- 
ledged by  all  the  Literati. 

jofcphus  informs  us,  that  Archelaus^  Governor 
of  Jiidea^  thonght  lie  favv,  in  Sleep,  a  few  Oxen, 
eating  feme  Ears  of  Wheat;  and  that  an  Eflenian 
yew  who  interpreted  this  Dream,  foretold  this 
Prince  the  Calamities  in  which  he  was  afterwards 
involved  *. 

It  is  related  by  Herodotus^  that  the  Daughter  of 
Policratcs,  Tvrnnt  of  Samos,  having  dreamed  that, 
/he  favv  her  Father  raifcd  aloft  in  the  Air,  where 
yuplier  watered  him,  and  the  Sun  anointed  him, 
the  deadly  Confequences  proved  but  too  evidently 
the  Truth  of  this  Dream  j  Orejles^  Lieutenant  of 
Catjihyfes^  having  given  Orders  fome  Time  after, 
that  PoUcrates  flioulJ  be  hanged  on  the  Summit  of  a 
Mountain,  where  Jupiter  watered  and  wafhed  with 
Rain  the  Body  of  that  Tyrant,  and  the  Sun  anoint- 
ed him  with  his  own  Fatf. 

Plutarch^  who  mentions  feveral  nocturnal  Reve- 
lations, relates,  that  the  Friends  of  Ptolomy,  fir- 
named  the  Thunderer,  dreamt,  that  iS^'/fwrwj  cau fed 
him  to  be  tried  before  Wolves  and  Vultures ;  and 
that,  after  thefe  blood-thirfty  Judges  had  paft  Sen- 
tence, he  diftributed  a  great  Quantity  of  Adeat  to 
his  Enemies.  This  Omen  was  foon  followed  by  his 
Death,  and  by  the  entire  Defeat  of  his  Army  J. 

Tully^  that  fupreme  Genius,  whofe  Works  have 
been  the  Admiration  of  the  Learned  during  fo  many 
Centuries,  relates  fo  furprizing  a  Story,  that  no  Per- 
fon  can  read  it  but  muft  be  perfuaded  that  there  of- 
ten is  fomething  in  Dreams,  which  declare  the  di- 

*  Jofeph.  Antiquit.    Tudafc.  Libr.  XVII.  Cap.  xv. 

t   HercJot.  Hiltor.  Libr.  Ill,'  page  i8o. 

i  Plut.  in  Opt.  Quare  Deus  Malef.  Pcenamdiff.  png 

SI€. 
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vine  Will,  and  the  Things  that  muft  befal  us. 
**  Two  Arcadiam^  Jays  that  tllujlrious  Roman, 
**  who  were  Friends,  being  arrived  in  Mcgara^ 
*'  were  oblio;ed  to  leave  one  another.  Oneotthcni 
*'  went  and  lodged  at  an  Inn,  and  the  other  with 
**  a  Friend  of  his  Acquaintance,  at  whofe  Houfe 
**  he  ufed  always  to  relide.  ThePerfon  who  lodg- 
♦'  ed  v/ith  his  Friend,  faw,  in  a  Dream  in  the 
**  Night,  his  Companion,  who  conjured  him  to 
**  come  to  his  Affiftance,  to  fave  him  from  the 
*'  Mader  cf  the  Inn,  who  was  going  to  murder 
**  him.  This  fad  Villon  having  awaked  him,  he 
*'  ftarted  up  in  a  Fright,  flew  out  of  the  Houfe, 
•^  and  made  the  bed  of  his  Way  to  the  Inn.  How- 
'*  ever,  after  he  had  gone  a  confiderable  Way  down 
**  the  Street,  he  thought  it  would  be  idle  to  pay  any 
*'  regard  to  Dreams,  and  for  that  Reafon  went  back 
**  to  bed  again.  He  had  not  been  long  afleep,  be- 
**  fore  he  again  faw  his  Friend  covered  with  Blood 
*'  and  Wounds,  and  befeeching  him  fmce  he  had 
*'  not  thought  proper  to  fuccour  him  whilft  he  was 
**  living,  to  go  to  the  Gate  of  the  City,  and  flop 
'*  his  Body,  which  the  Inn-keeper,  who  had  mur- 
"  dered  him,  was  carrying  off  in  a  Dung-cart. 
•'  The  Arcadian^  who  v/as  (truck  much  more  with 
"  this  fecond  Vifion  than  he  had  been  with  the  firft, 
*'  ran  to  the  City-Gate  ;  prefently  after  which  he 
*'  faw  the  Dung-cart,  and  ordering  it  to  be  ftcpt, 
'*  the  Body  was  found.  The  Murderer  was  then 
"  feized  and  put  to  Death  *." 

This  Story  is  alfo  related  by  Valerius  Ma ximus  f ; 
and  fmce  feveral  illuftrious  Authors  have  judged  pro- 
per to  tranfmit  it  to  Poflerity,  I  do  not  know  what 
right  any  Perfon  has   to  look  upon   it  as   fabulous. 

*  Cicero  de  Divinat.  Lib.  I.    page  5 z. 
f  VaL  IVIax.  Lib.  I.  Cap.  viii.  page  38. 

If 
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If  Incidents  affirmed  by  the  moft  famous  Writers 
may  be  confidered  as  Impoftures  and  Falfities,  what 
a  wide  Field  would  this  open  ro  Scepticifm  ?  In  this 
cafe  there  would  be  nothing  which  we  might  not 
doubt  the  Truth  of.  I  do  not  fee  any  good  Reafon 
which  ought  to  induce  us  to  believe,  that  Ttilly  in- 
tended to  impofe  on  his  Readers,  and  attempt  to 
make  one  believe  a  Story  to  which  he  himfelf  gave 
no  Credit.  Perfons  may  juftly  confider  as  abfurd, 
the  miraculous  Tales  which  are  found  in  the  Writ- 
ings of  a  Friar,  though  the  Falfity  of  it  cannot  be 
intirely  demonftrated  ;  fuch  Perfons  have  very  juft 
Reafon  for  their  Unbelief,  fince  the  Intercft  which 
the  Friars  have,  to  favour  Superflition,  may  prompt 
them  to  invent  Fidliions,  to  which  they  endeavour 
to  give  an  Air  of  Truth:  But  could  a  Roman  Con- 
ful,  a  Philofopher,  in  fine,  aPerfonof  T'w/Z/s  Cha- 
rader,  be  guilty  of  fuch  great  Weaknefs  ?  Could 
there  be  any  Motive  which  fhould  prompt  him  to 
impofe  upon  Mankind ;  and  could  he  hope  to  reap 
any  Advantage  from  their  Credulity  ? 

To  the  Dream  related  by  this  great  Man,  1  (liall 
add  that  which  Mahommed  II.  had,  the  Night  be- 
fore  the  taking  of  Conjiantinopk^  an  Account  of 
which  is  found  in  all  the  Authors  who  have  writ 
the  Life  of  this  Emperor.  He  imagined  he  fawan 
old  Man  of  a  gigantic  Stature,  who  came  down 
from  Heaven  ;  and  put  at  feveral  Times,  a  Ring 
on  each  of  his  Fingers.  Being  awaked,  he  caufed 
his  Dream  to  be  interpreted,  when  he  was  afllired, 
that  he  (hould  obtain  the  Empire  of  Greece.  Im- 
mediately he  ftormcd  the  City  of  Conjiantinople^ 
and  won  that  imperial  City,  which  all  his  Succef- 
fors  have  made  the  Place  of  their  Refidence  ever 
fince. 

There  are  a  great  many  more  Incidents  like  to 

that  I  have  related,    which  fhew  that  Dreams  are 

N  4  often 
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often  Revelations  from  Heaven.  An  illufliious 
Neapolitan  Philofopher  mentions  feveral ;  and  af- 
firms that  he  himfelf  was  vvitnefs  to  a  Circumftance 
of  a  very  extraordinary  Nature.  He  relates  that  a 
Shepherd,  being  afieep  in  a  Place  at  a  confiderable 
.Diifance  from  his  Flock,  dreamt  that  a  V/olf  was 
carrying  ofF  a  Sheep,  which  he  defcribed  to  his  Son, 
and  bid  him  rife.  The  latter  having  obeyed  his 
Father's  Orders,  found  that  the  Wolf  was  really- 
tearing  to  Pieces  thQ  very  Sheep  v/hich  had  been 
fpecified  to  him  *. 

I  wonder,  excellent  Monceca^  that  any  Perfoii 
i[}ioiild  pretend  to  reject  the  Truth  of  divine  Dreams, 
after  fo  many  evident  Proofs  have  been  given  of 
the  Reality  of  them.  To  confirm  the  Reality  of 
a  Thing  in  the  ftrongeft  Manner,  what  more  can 
be  defired  than  Incidents  attelled  by  great  Men 
living  in  all  Ages  ?  The  Ancients  as  well  as  Mo» 
derns  are  united  in  their  Atteftations  of  the  Truth 
of  feveral  nodlurnal  Revelations.  This  muft  be  al- 
lowed by  every  Perfon  who  is  not  an  abfolute  Scep- 
tic in  Hiflory.  There  remains  only  one  weak  Ob- 
ie<Slion  to  be  urged  by  fuch  as  perfift  obllinately  in 
their  Opinion ;  vvz.  to  fay  that  Dreams,  which 
may  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  fent  from  Heaven, 
v/ere  really  produced  by  natural  Effe^is,  and  that 
Chance  made  them  true.  But  this  Objection  will 
be  of  no  Force  ;  for  what  may  not  that  Perfon 
deny  v/ho  is  for  afcribing  all  Things  to  Chance  ? 
In  this  Ca(e,  the  moft  vifible  A£tions  of  Provi- 
dence would  be  looked  upon  as  the  mere  Sport  of 
Fortune.  Whenever  Vice  is  punifhed  it  will  be 
called  Chance;  and  the  fame  whenever  Virtue  is 
rewarded.     Should  God  work  a  Miracle  to  mani- 

*  Alexander  ab  Alexandre,  Genial.  Dierum  Libr,  I. 
Cr<p.  xvi. 
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feft  his  Power,  this  Hkewlfe  will  be  afcribed  to 
Chance.  Nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  than  a 
Syftem  that  allows  too  much  Extent  to  the  Con- 
courfe  of  fecond  Caufes ;  and  Free-thinkers  are 
pleafed  with  the  Words  Chance  and  Fortune. 

Farewel,  dear  Monceca  ;  live  contented  and  hap- 
py J  and  be  fpeedy  in  thy  Anfwer  to  this  Letter. 

Grand  Cairo,  the  .... 


LETTER    CXC. 


Aaron  Monceca  io  Isaac  On  is,   a  Cara- 
ite^    formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conftantinople. 

T  Shall  here  anfwer,  good  Ifaac^  the  Letter  thou 
-"■  favouredft  me  with  concerning  the  Reality  of 
divine  Dreams.  I  am  furprized  that  a  Philofopher 
of  thy  Character,  and  who  is  fo  well  acquainted 
with  the  moft  fecret  Springs  of  Superftition,  fhould 
sdopt  To  ill- grounded  an  Opinion,  as  that  which 
fuppofes  fomething  fupernatural  in  Dreams.  To 
cure  thee  of  thy  Error,  I  will  anfwer  all  thy  Ob- 
jedions  feparately,  and  in  the  fame  Order  in  which 
thou  haft  laid  them  down. 

Thy  Opinion  is  firft  of  all  grounded  on  our  fa- 
cred  Books.  They  indeed  make  fome  mention  of 
fupernatural  Dreams,  but  then  they  fpeak  only  of  a 
miraculous  Thing,  on  which  we  ought  not  to 
ground  a  general  Belief.  They  even  advife  us,  in 
feveral  Place?,  not  to  give  the  leaft  Belief  to 
Dreams*.     They  inform  us,    that  noduriwl  Illu- 


*  Ecclefiaft.  V.  23  ;  &  XXXIV.  fajfim. 
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fions  have  mifled  Multitudes.  They  go  farther  by 
commanding  us  not  to  give  credit  to  them.  Tou 
Jhall  not  have  any  Soothfayers^  fay  they  to  us,  nor 
pay  any  regard  to  Drea?ns  ;  and  JJjall  not  employ  the 
Art  of  Divination  after  the  manner  of  the  Heathens, 
Here  we  have  a  very  clear  and  exprefs  Command, 
and  which,  if  I  miftake  not,  plainly  permits  us 
to  reject  whatever  may  be  faid  in  favour  of  the 
myfterious  Part  which  is  faid  to  be  contained  in 
certain  Dreams. 

What  thou  obfervedfl;,  good  Ifaacy  with  refpecH: 
to  fome  learned  Men  who  have  afTerted  thy  Opini- 
on, may  be  eafily  invalidated.  All  eminent  Men 
are  h  far  from  countenancing  the  Reality  of  fuper- 
natural  Dreams,  as  thou  pretended,  that  I  find  that 
fiveral  of  the  moft  fhining  Genius's,  in  all  Ages, 
liave  oppofed  this  Belief.  Arijiotle  makes  no  Dif- 
tindiion  betv/een  Dreams,  and  afcribes  them  all  to 
natural  Caufes.  He  fays  that  good  People  are  com- 
monly favoured  with  more  agreeable  Dreams  than 
the  wicked,  becaufe  their  Minds  are  at  eafe,  and 
ihey  are  not  tortured  by  P^emorfe  *.  Cicero^  whofe 
Authority  thou  haft  cited,  is,  of  all  Philofophers, 
the  greateft  Stickler  againft  no<5lurnal  Revelations, 
He  indeed  produces  feveral  Reafons  to  authorize 
them  :  But  he  quite  invalidates  their  A^uthority. 
The  only  Reafon  why  he  ftarts  Obje6lions  to  him- 
felf  is,  to  have  the  better  Opportunity  of  eftablifh- 
ing  his  Syftem.  by  {hewing  the  Falfity  of  fuch  as 
might  be  objed^ed  to  him.  Farther,  the  Acade^ 
Tnics  ufed  always  to  manage  their  Difputations  in 
manner  following  ;  the  Opinions,  on  both  Sides, 
were  carried  as  far  as  poffible ;  and  the  Decifion 
was  not  pronounced  till  after  they  had  been  long  ex- 

*  Ariftotd.  Eth,  ad  Nicom.  Uhr,  I.  Cap.  xiii.  pagl 
189. 

amined 
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amined.      It  is  therefore  no  ways  furprizing  that 
TuUyy    who  was  one  of  that  Sc6l  of  Philofophers, 
fhould  have  inftanced  every  Particular  which  might 
contribute  to    prove   the  Reality    of   fupernatural 
Dreams.     He  was  fenfible,  that  he  could  fhew  the 
ImpofTibility  of  this  whenever  he  might  judge  pro- 
per.    To  be  convinced  of  this  Truth,  we  need  but 
give  fome  little  Attention  to  his  Arguments.    "  No- 
*'   thing  is  fo  plain,  fays  he^    as  that  the  Gods  have 
''  no  concern  in  the  Dreams  of  Mortals.       Were 
*'   they    the   Difpenfers   of    them,     they    doubtlefs 
"  would  have  us  take  advantage  of  their  Gifts,  in 
'*  ofder  to  foretel  Things  to  come.     But  what  JVlan 
"  reaps  any   Benefit  from   his  Dreams?    Who  is 
**  able  to  underhand  the  myfterious  Senfe  couch'd 
*'  under  them  ?    Now  many  People  confider  thcni 
**  as  illufions  and  Chimeras  ;  and  who  contemn,  as 
*'  weak  and  fuperftitious  Perfons,  thofe  who  endea- 
*'  vour  to  interpret  them  ?  It  mufl:  be  confefTed  that 
*'  the  Gods  put  themfelves  to  Pains  to  little  purpofe. 
"  They  give  Counfels  to  Men,  during  their  Sleep, 
*'  which  they  not  only  entirely  difregard,  but  have 
**  not  the  leaft   Idea  of  them  in    their  Memories* 
"  Since  the  Deities  know  the  moft  fecret  Thoughts 
**  of   Mortals,    and  whatever  they  ought  to  do  to 
**  make  themfelves  agreeable  to  them  ;  they  confe- 
*'  quently   cannot  employ,    in  order  to  reveal  to 
*'  them  their  Will,  Dreams,    which  they  are  fen- 
**  fible  Mortals  cannot  comprehend,  or  will  make 
*'  no  ufc  of.     This  is  fuch  a  Conduct  as  is  entirely 
**  repugnant  to  the  Charader  and  Wifdom  of  the 
"  Gods*'' 

N  6  After 

*  Atqxie  illud  quidem  perfpicuum  eft  Jiiilla  Vifa  Sommo^ 
rum  proficifci  a  Nufnine  Deorum.  Nojlra  enim  CaiiJJa  Dii 
id  facerentf  ut  p-onj'idere  futura  fojfemus,     ^otus  igituv 
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After  this  Philofopher  has  fhevvn,  by  feveral 
other  decifive  Reafons,  the  ImpofTibility  of  there 
being  fuch  Things  as  fupernatural  Dreams,  he  at 
laft  proves,  by  a  fingle  Refle«5^ion,  the  Folly  of 
thofe  who  give  Credit  to,  and  the  Ignorance  of 
fuch  as  pretend  to  explain  them.  Though  I  Jhould 
even  grants  fays  he,  (which  I Jhall  never  do)  the 
Reality  of  noSiurnal  Infpirations^  yet  fuch  Infpira- 
tions  zuould  always  he  to  no  purpofe  j  no  Per  [on  having 
"Learning  enough  to  explain  them.  To  what  purpofe 
therefore  Jhould  the  Gods  communicate  to  us  Counfels 
which  zve  ourfelves  cannot  comprehend,  nor  be  in^ 
ftruifed  in  by  others  P  This  would  be  as  ridiculous 
in  them,  as  it  would  beforfome  Carthaginian  crSpa- 
nifli  Ambaffadors,  to  make  a  Speech  in  their  Language 
to  the  Senate  of  Rome,  without  having  an  Interpre- 
ter with  them  *.  It  is  here^  worthy  Ifaac^  we  are 
to  refer  the  two  certain  Axioms  of  Mallebranche, 

eji  qui/que,  qui  Somniis  parent ,  qui  intelligat,  qui  memine' 
rit  F  ^imn  tnulti  <vero  qui  contemnanty  eamque  Superjiitio- 
ne7n  imhiceUi  Animi  atque  anilis  fp client  ?  ^dd  eji  igitur^ 
cur  his  Hominihus  confuUits  Deus^  Somniis,  moncat  eos,  qui 
ilia,  non  tnodo  Curd,  fed  ne  Memorid  quidem,  digna  du- 
eant  ?  Nee  eni?n  ignorare  Deuspoteft,  qua  Mente  quifquejtt : 
Nee  frujlra  ac  fine  cauffd  quid  facere,  dignum  Deo  eft  ; 
quod  abhorret  etiam  ah  Hominis  Conftantid.  It  a,  ft  plera- 
que  Scfnnia,  aut  igtiorantur,  aut  negliguntur,  cut  nefcit 
hoc  Deus,  aut  fmftra  Somniorum  Significatione  utitur, 
Cicero  de  Divinat.   Lihr.  JI.  Cap.  xx.  pag.  405. 

*  Vide  igitur  ne  etiam  fi  Vlvinationem  tibi  ejfe  conceffero^ 
(quod  nunquajn  faciam,)  nerninem  tamen  din)inum  reperire 
pojjimits.  ^alis  autem  ifta  Mens  eft  Deorutn^  ft  neque  ea 
nobis  fignift cant  in  Somniis,  qu^  itfi  per  nos  intelligamus  : 
Neque  ea  quorum  Interpres  habere  -^ojfumus  ?  Similes  enim 
fufit  Dii,  fi  ea  nobis  ohficiunt,  quorum  nee  Scientiam  nee  ex- 
planatorem  kabemus,  tanquani  fiPceni,  aut  liifpani,  in  Se- 
natunoftroloquerentur  fine  Interprete,  Cicero  de  Divinat. 
Lilfr.  11.  Cap,  xiiv.  pc7g.  420. 
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The  Deity  never  does  any  thing  vain.  It  always  a6fs 
by  the  fimpleft  Methods.  What  can  be  more  ufelefs 
than  Counfels  given  in  Dreams?  and  can  any  thing 
be  more  perplexed  and  confounding  ? 

To  continue,  dear  Ifaac,  the  Examinations  of 
thy  Objections,  I  now  proceed  to  fuch  Hidorians 
as  have  tranfmitted  to  Poflerity  a  great  number  of 
Dreams,  the  Caufes  of  which  have  been  afcribed  to 
the  Deity.  The  Authority  of  thefe  Writers,  in 
Matters  of  Philofophv,  is  looked  upon  to  be  very 
infignificant.  An  Hiftorian  ought  to  relate  Pro- 
digies which  are  in  Vogue;  but  it  is  the  Bufmefs  of 
a  Naturalift  to  enquire,  whether  they  are  owing  to 
the  Caufes  to  which  they  are  commonly  afcribed. 
Is  any  Perfon  fo  credulous  as  to  believe  all  the  Mi- 
racles which  are  told  in  Livy  ?  They  are  confider- 
ed  as  the  EfTcdt  of  Superftition.  Neverthelefs  Livy 
ought  not  to  be  blamed  for  relating  them.  He 
wrote  the  Hiftory  of  a  Country  where  thofe  falfe 
Miracles  were  confidered  as  the  mofl  undoubted 
Truths.  He  was  obliged  to  fuit  himfelf  to  the 
Genius  of  his  Fellow-Citizens.  He  was  not  requi- 
red, by  his  Chara6ler,  to  enter  into  a  philofophical 
Detail  ;  and  he  did  his  Duty  if  he  related  Things  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  as  might  give  his  Readers  an  Op- 
portunity to  judge  of  the  Truth  of  them.  An 
Hiftorian  who  relates  a  Prodigy  which  he  himfelf 
knows  to  be  falfe ;  and  endeavours  to  perfaade  tbe 
Belief  of  it  by  far-fetched  Reafons,  fails  in  his 
Duty  :  But  if  he  contents  himfelf  with  relating 
fimply  what  Mankind  in  general  havefaid  of  it,  he 
ought  not  to  be  cenfured  for  it,  as  he  only  dif- 
charges  his  Duty.  It  is  the  Reader's  Bufinels  to 
judge  whether  Mankind  have  miftook.  An  Hifto- 
rian ought  to  be  conlidered  as  the  Reporter  of  a 
Cafe  in  Law,  and  a  Philofopher  as  the  Judge  of  it. 

As 
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As  to  the  Learned,  Friend  Ifaac,  whom  thoa 
fpeakeft  of  as  a  Favourer  of  fupernatural  Dreams,  and 
among  whom  thou  rankell  Alexander  ah  Alexandro^ 
I  confefs  that  fome  have  been  carried  away  by  the 
Prejudices  of  Education  ;  and  who,  far  from  en- 
deavouring to  enlighten  the  Mind,  have  fpent  their 
whole  Lives,  in  fearching  for  Reafons  to  confirm 
them  in  their  Errors.  This  is  the  Cafe  of  thy 
Alexander^  the  Difciple  of  Junlanus  Majus,  a  Nea- 
politan. He  informs  us  that,  from  his  early  Youth, 
he  ufed  to  fee  flocking  daily  to  his  Mafter,  whofe 
ProfefTion  was  to  interpret  Dreams,  a  Multitude  of 
People  of  all  Ranks  and  Conditions,  v/hofe  Dreams 
he  always  interpreted  in  fo  clear  and  exa6i:  a  Man- 
ner, that  many,  by  his  Counfels,  efcaped  the 
greateft  Misfortunes  and  preferved  their  Lives  *.  I 
would  fubmit  to  thy  Con  fide  ration,  dear  Ifaac,  whe- 
ther the  Authority  of  this  Alexander,  who  had  been 
fo  prejudiced  from  his  Youth,  in  favour  of  an  Opi- 
nion which  he  never  examined  afterwards,  ought 
to  be  of  any  Weight  ?  To  convince  thee  entirely 
how  little  it  ought  to  be  credited  by  a  Philofopher, 
I  would  but  obfervc  to  thee,  that  this  Junianus 
Majus,  whofe  vafc  Erudition  is  fo  much  cry'd  up 
by  his  Pupil,  was  called  a  Cheat  and  an  Impoftor,  by 
lefs  prejudiced  Literati  f. 

*  Ad  eum  memini^  cum  Puer  adhuc  ejfem,  ^  ad  capien- 
dum  Ingenii  Cultum  frequens  apud  eum  'ventitarem,  quotidie 
Somtiiantium  Turbam,  Homifiefque  celebri  Famd  ^  multi 
Nominis,  de  Somniis  confultum  ^enijfe.  Declarabat  definie- 
hat  que  ^  ille^  non  bre^iter  aut  fubobfcure  ....  Multi  quo- 
que,  illius  Monitu,  Vita  Interitumy  7ionnunquam  Animi 
JEgritudines,  'vitarunt.  Alexander  ab  Alexandre,  Geni- 
al. Dierum,   Libr.  I.   Cap.  XI.  pag.  82. 

-f  A<vorum  quoque  Memorid,  banc  in  Italia  'vamjjime 
profitebatur  Artem  yunianus  Majus.  Mart.,  del  Rio  Dif- 
^uilic  Magicar.  Libr.lY,  Cap  All.  ^e/,ll.  pag.  218. 
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If  thou  wouldeft  but  refleft,  worthy  Ifaac^  on 
the  impertinent  Stuff  which  has  been  writ  by  feme 
Jearned  Men,  who  were  perfuaded  of  the  Reality 
of  fupernatural  Dreams,  tliou  wilt  be  obliged  either 
to  pity  their  Error,  or  to  cenfure  their  Impudence  ; 
fome  of  them  having  written  fuch  abfurd  Things, 
that  one  would  naturally  conclude,  that  they 
wanted  to  take  Advantage  of  the  Weaknefs  of 
Mankind,  rather  than  to  inform  them  of  their  real 
Sentiments.  Callus  Rbod'iginus  aflerts  with  the  ut- 
mofl  Gravity  *,  that  thofe  who  flecp  in  Sheep-skins 
are  favoured  with  true  Dreams ;  and  gives  us  a 
long  DilTertation  on  this  SubjecSl,  in  which  he  ex- 
plains the  Belief  of  what  the  Heathens  entertained 
v/ith  rcfpe6l  to  Skins  of  certain  Animals.  Are  not 
thefe  Reflections  highly  worthy  a  Philofopherl  It 
mufl  be  confeffed,  that  if  they  are  true,  the  Deity 
is  particularly  fond  of  revealing  himfelf  to  Butchers 
and  Shepherds ;  and  that  Princes,  and  all  Perfons 
of  a  certain  Rank,  are  deprived  of  his  Revelations. 
Pliny  indeed  has  applied  a  Remedy  to  this  Inconve- 
nience ;  he  informing  us,  that  the  Stone  called  by 
the  Greeks  Eumeces^  which  refembles  a  Flint,  be- 
ing laid  under  a  Perfon's  Head  when  afleep,  oc- 
cafions  true  Vifions  f .  This  way  of  procuring 
Revelations  is  much  more  agreeable,  and  lefs  oi- 
fenfive  to  the  Nofe,  than  the  former,  and  Perfons 
of  a  high  Rank  may  make  ufe  of  it  without  any 
Reluctance.  However,  there  ftill  remains  a  Cir- 
cumftance  in  it  that  is  not  very  pleafing ;  fmce  a 
Perfon  might  run  the  Hazard  of  getting  a  Bump  up- 
on his  Forehead,  in  cafe  he  was  to  ufe  the  Stone 
Eumeces  by  way  of  Bolfter.     And  indeed,  we  may 

*  Csel.  Rhodig.  Lea.  Antiquar.  Lihr.  XXVII.  Cnf, 
XIV.  pag.  607. 

t  Plin.  Hill.  Natur.  Ubr.  XXXVII.  Cap,  X.    " 

fuppofe 
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fuppofe  that  fuch  a  Perfon  could  not  be  permitted 
to  lay  it  under  a  Bolfter  ;  for  then,  thofe  Parts  of 
the  Deity  which  ifTue  from  the  Flint,  being  ftopt 
by  a  foreign  Body,  could  not  be  able  to  penetrate  into 
the  Head ;  by  which  Means  the  Bolfter,  at  moft, 
would  receive  the  celeftial  Counfels.  I  could  almoft 
burft,  good  Ifaacy  with  laughing,  when  I  reflect  on 
this  Nonfenfe. 

Cardan  found  out  a  way  to  compenfate  for  the 
want  of  the  miraculous  Stone  ;  he  declaring  that 
the  Scriptures,  laid  under  one's  Bolfter,  produce  true 
Dreams.  And,  if  the  Scriptures  are  not  to  be  had, 
he  fays  that  the  Books  of  thofe  Do(5tors  may  be 
ufed,  whom  the  Nazareens  call  the  Fathers  of  the 
Church  *.  As  to  the  laft  mentioned  Works,  I 
could  eafily  fuppofe  them  to  be  endued  with  a  fopori- 
fic  Virtue  ;  but,  in  order  that  the  Dofe  might  work 
■well,  it  is  my  Opinion  that  the  Perfon  who  was  to 
life  it,  ought,  before  he  went  to  Bed,  to  read  half 
a  Page  of  the  Writings  of  St.  Bernard^  St.  Gregory^ 
Anfehiiy  or  others  of  the  like  Stamp.  I  do  not 
wonder,  6.Z2ixIfaac^  that  Cardan  ^o\i\di  have  afcrib- 
ed  to  fome  Books  the  Faculty  of  procuring  Dreams. 
He  himfelf  communicated  that  Faculty  to  his  whole 
Family ;  and  indeed,  any  one  who  had  the  Happi- 
nefs  of  being  related  to  him,  was  fure  to  be  infpired 
every  Night.  Had  a  Perfon  been  no  nearer  related 
to  him,  than  Don  Japhet  of  Armenia  was  to  the 
Emperor  Charles  V.  that  is  in  the  two  thoufand 
and  eighteenth  Degree  f ,  he  was  fure  of  dreaming 
fupernaturally,  and  more  than  a  quantum  fufficit. 
It  is  he  who  informs  us  of  fo  fmgular  a  Circum- 

*  Cardan,  de  Rer.  Variet.  Lihr.  VIII.  Cap.  III.  pag. 

f  Voie%  Dom  Japhet  d'  Armenie,  Comedie  de  Scaron. 

ftancc, 
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fiance  *.  After  this  can  we  doubt  of  its  being  au- 
thentic ;  and  muft  not  that  Perfon  be  a  ftran2;e  In- 
fidel, who  flioiild  rcje6t  it  as  an  idle  Tale,  unwor- 
thy a  Man  of  Learning;  and  capable  of  bringing 
an  Odium  on  all  thofe  who  have  writ  to  aflert  the 
Reality  of  fupernatural  Dreams  ? 

I  atfi  of  Opinion  that  we  may  very  fafely  rank- 
the'Dream  which  Mahommed  II.  had,  the  Night 
before  the  taking  of  Conjlantinople^  in  the  fame  Clafs 
with  thofe  of  Cardan's  Kinfmen,  it  appearing  to  be 
built  on  as  flight  a  Foundation.  This  Emperor  was 
an  artful  Cheat,  and  a  Man  of  no  Religion,  who 
did  not  fcruple  to  employ  any  Methods  which 
might  aflift  him  in  the  Execution  of  his  Projects. 
He  doubtlcfs  knew  very  well  the  great  Afcendant 
which  Superftition  has  over  the  human  Mind  ;  be- 
fore he  gave  Orders  for  a  general  Storm  againft  Con- 
Jlantincpky  he  was  extremely  defirous  of  perfuading 
his  Soldiers,  that  Heaven  had  prom i fed  him  the  Em- 
pire of  Greece.  The  Charader  of  this  Conqueror, 
whom  all  the  Hiftorians  reproach  with  denying  the 
Exiftence  of  God,  certainly  did  not  make  him  wor- 
thy of  being  favoured  with  Revelation.  If  Mahoin' 
mcd  had  not  taken  Conflantinople^  his  Dream  would 
have  been  utterl)^  difregarded:  It  was  FortJi.e 
only  that  rendered  it  divine;  and  it  is  that  Power 
alfo  who  has  given  Credit  to  all  thofe  which  are  per- 
petually trumpeted  about. 

The  pretended  Interpretations  made  of  Dreams 
are  fo  uncertain,  that  thofe  who  fet  up  for  Interpre- 
ters of  them  contradict  one  another.  A  Man  who 
hid  refolved  to  run  in  the  Olympic  GameSy  dreamt 
that  he  was  lightly  carried  on  a  Car  drawn  by 
four   Horfes.     Upon  confulting  a  Soothfayer,    he 

*  Cardan,  de  Rcr.  Variet.  Lli>r.  VIII.  Cap.  III.  pag, 
107. 

was 
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was  aflured,  that  he  would  v/m  the  Race  by  the 
Swiftnefs  of  his  Courfers.  To  be  flill  furer  of  the 
Event,  the  Perfon  in  queftion  confulted  another 
Soothfayer,  who  returned  him  an  Anfwer  dire<5tly 
oppofite  to  the  former ;  Do  net  you  fee^  fays  he  to 
him,  that  you  will  he  preceded  by  four  Competitors^ 
fine  e  four  Horfcs  ran  before  you? 

A  Cheat,  who  pretended  to  interpret  Dreartis, 
and  had  fettled  in  the  Suburbs  of  St,  Germans^  ad- 
joining to  Pdrhy  told  a  young  Man,  who  confult- 
ed him  about  a  Dream  in  which  he  faw  his  Miftrefs, 
putting  a  Ring  on  the  Tip  of  his  Finger,  that  he 
would  foon  marry  her.  But  another  Cheat,  who 
lived  in  St,  Honor e-Jircet^  aflured  him,  that  fmce 
fhe  had  put  the. Ring  only  on  the  Tip  of  his  Finger, 
the  Match  v/ould  be  brought  almoft  to  a  Conclulion, 
but  that  it  u^ould  quite  break  ofF  on  a  fudden.  By 
only  crofling  the  new  Bridge  in  Paris^  the  Revela- 
tions of  the  Deity  were  diredlly  contrary.  Was  not 
this  Man  finely  inftrudled  ? 

It  were  to  be  wiflied.  Friend  Ifaac^  that  all  falfe 
Prophets,  who  ferve  only  to  increafe  Superftition, 
and  trouble  weak  Minds,  had  been  punifhed,  in  all 
Ages,  with  the  utmoft  Severity.  However,  I  would 
have  had  a  certain  Parifh-Prieft,  who  pretended  to 
this  Art,  fpared,  and  that  for  the  Sake  of  an  Arti- 
fice he  employed.  He  was  in  Love  with  a  young 
Country  Girl,  but  could  not  hit  upon  any  Expe- 
dient to  rank  her  in  the  Number  of  his  beloved 
Flock.  Peggy t  for  fo  the  young  Maiden  was 
called,  had  been  married  not  many  Days  before 
to  Colin^  who  had  courted  her  for  a  I'welvemonth  ; 
and  the  Difquietudes  of  the  Marriage-ftate  had 
net  yet  lefTened  the  Violence  of  his  Paflion,  This 
perplexed  the  Parifn-Prieft,  who  could  not  think  of 
a  Stratagem  to  fatiate  his  Defires.  However,  For- 
tune flood  his  Friend  at  a  Time  that  he  leaft  ex- 
pelled 
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peeled  it.  Peggy  having  had  a  Dream,  and  a  fright- 
ful one,  in  which  (he  fancied  fhe  Hiw  a  bl:xk  and 
hideous  Phantom,  who  ftabbed  her  dear  Spoufe;  fhe 
ftarted  from  her  Slumbers  and  flew  to  the  Prieft. 
Good  Do6lor^  fays  fhe,  /  a77\  come  to  tell  you  a  fad^  fad 
Dreatn  ;  and  hefeech  you  to  inform  me  what  I  muji  do 
to  fave  my  Husband's  Life,  'riie  Parifh-  Prieft  liaving 
liftned  to  her  Dream  with  a  grave  Face  ;  and 
fqueczed  her  Hand  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  fpoke  the 
Adulterer  rather  than  the  Conjurer ;  /  <:^/7«5/, Peggy, 
conceal  the  Truth  from  you^  fays  he.  Honeji  Colin  is 
threatned  with  a  fad  Cala??iity.  I  know  but  oJie  way 
to  fave  his  Life.  What  can  that  way  be  ?  replied  the 
pretty  Country-woman.  Tell  me  what  it  is^  and 
ril  give  you  whatever  you  fhall  ask.  I  defire  no 
other  Reward,  replied  the  liquorifh  Prieft,  but 
your  Heart.  Explaining  himfelf  afterwards  more 
fully,  Peggy  refifted  his  Defire  at  firft  :  But  at 
laft,  the  Fear  of  the  Danger  v/hich  menaced  CoUn.^ 
made  her  confent  to  the  Propofal  of  the  Prognofti- 
cator,  fomething  more  pleafingly  than  Alcejle  to 
that  of  the  Refurre61:ion  of  Admetus.  And  now, 
fays  the  Prieft  to  her,  I  will  interpret  the  Dream  : 
"  The  Phantom  you  faw,  is  the  Spirit  of  Contra- 
"  di6l;on,  {o  common  in  married  Women,  and 
"  which  frequently  annoys  very  much  the  Peace 
"  of  Husbands.  To  prev^ent  Colin  from  being 
''  ever  tormented  with  it,  be  always  fubmifTive 
*'  and  faithful  to  him  ;  and  then  you  need  not 
*'  be  afraid  that  his  Life  will  be  in  any  Danger." 
The  Exhortation,  dear  Ifaac.^  was  exemplary  and 
paftoral ;  and  accordingly  it  produced  the  moft  happy 
Eftc6^s  inP^^^^'s  A4ind.  Thank  ye,  good  Docflor, 
fays  fhe,  "  for  your  good  Advice.  If  I  ever  hap- 
*'  pen  to  be  difturbed  again  with  bad  Dreams,  I 
**  will  not  fail  to  come  and  fee  you  again ;    upon 

"  Condition 
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*'  Condition  of  paying  for  the  Interpretation  of  it 
*'  it  in  the  fame  Coin,    and  as  cordially." 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  dear  IJaac^  may  thy  Life  be 
propitious  and  happy  ;  and  do  not  entertain  an  idle 
Opinion  with  rcfpeft  to  the  Reality  of  Dreams. 
To-morrow  I  fhall  fet  out  for  Parisy  and  will  not 
write  till  I  am  arrived  in  that  City. 

Edinburgh^  the  .... 


LETTER     CXC!. 

Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraite^  formerly  a  RabU  in 
Conflantinople,  /c?  Aaron  Monceca. 

^HY  Letter,  worthy  Monceca y  on  the  Adveni 
'*'  ture  of  the  Chineze  who  had  been  brought 
into  France  by  Bouquet  the  Jefuit  *,  gave  me  infi- 
nite Pleafure.  I  difcovered,  in  this  entertaining 
Story,  which  at  the  fame  time  was  fo  fatal  to  this 
unhappy  Foreigner,  the  political  Condudl  of  the 
Society ;  and,  I  don't  doubt  but  that  the  Jefuits 
would  treat,  after  the  fame  Manner,  any  Perfon 
who  fiiould  endeavour  to  oppofe  their  Defigns.  If 
it  was  in  the  Pov/er  of  thofe  reverend  P'athers  to 
imprifon  the  Janfenifts  in  Bicetre^  and  caufe  them 
to  be  fcourged  there,  for  the  greater  Glory  of  GOD ^ 
thQ  Chineze  would  have  a  great  number  of  Compa- 
nions. In  fad^,  it  would  not  be  very  improper 
fhould  all  the  Enthufiafts  meet  with  the  like  Treat- 
ment ;    and  it  is  my  Opinion,  that  fuch  a  Remedy 


*  See  the  CXLVII//^  Letter. 
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would  be  much  more  efFecSlual  to  cure  them  of  their 
P'olly,  than  the  beft  written  and  mod  learned  Dif- 
fertation.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  after  having  fcourg- 
ed  the  Followers  of  Abbot  Parisy  to  check  all  their 
Extravagancies,  it  would  not  be  improper  to  chaftife 
the  Jefuits  in  the  like  manner,  to  punifti  them  for 
their  wicked  Adlions. 

To  fay  the  Truth,  dear  Monceca^   it  is  fliameful 
that  in  fo  well  governed  a  State  as  that  of  France^ 
fome    Enthufiafts  and  ambitions  crabbed   Divines 
fhould  be  permitted,  to  difturb  IncefTantly  the  pub- 
lic Tranquillity.     I  am  certain,  that  had  Fouquet^ 
the  Chincze  Jefuit,  been  told  the  Difputes  between 
the  Janfenljis  and  MoIinJ/is,  he  would  have  carried 
into  his  native  Country   a  flill  more  unfavourale 
Idea  of  the  French,     "  What  !  (would  he  fay)  this 
"   People,  who  know  fo  well  how  to  fcourgeStran- 
*'  gers,  have  not  the  Senfe  to  fcourge  their  Bonzees  ? 
"  Were  he  to  imitate  the  Chincze^  he  would  change 
"  his  Method.     Inflead  of  abufing  thofe  who  come 
"  to  him,  he  would  make  the   Priefls   refponfible, 
"  not  only  for  the  ridiculous  Follies  which   they 
*'  make  People  give  into,    but  alfo   for  the    Idols 
''  which    they  ferve.     St.  Paris  turns  the  Brain  of 
"   many  Parijians.      Come,   Mr.   Parifh  Prieft  of 
"  St.   Alcdard,  you  fhali  pay  for  your   Saint,  and 
*'  be  heartily  fcourgcd.     St.  Ignatius  occafions  ma- 
*^  ny  Troubles  in  the  Kingdom  ;    down  with  your 
"  Breeches,  reverend  Fathers,  you  fhall  be  heartily 
'*  fcourged.      If  the  Directors  of  fpiritual  Farces 
*'  were  to  be  fcourged  after  this  way,  they  at  laft 
"  would  give  over."     Thou  knoweft,  dear  Mon^ 
cecoy  that  the  Chineze  a«5l   in  this  manner.     The 
Bonzees  anfwer  for  all  the  good  or   evil  A(ftions  of 
the  Idols  they  attend  upon  ;    and,  fmce  they  receive 
the  Profit  of  the  Offerings  which  are  made  them, 
it  is  but  juft  that  they  fhould  pay,   in  return,  for  all 
2  the 
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the  Evils  they  occafion.  It  very  frequently  happens 
that  a  Man,  who  has  burnt,  to  no  purpofe,  Incenle 
before  a  Statue,  to  which  he  may  have  offered  up 
niany  Sacrifices,  exafperated  at  his  having  fpent  his 
Money  In  vain,  profecutes  the  Bonzees,  and  requires 
the  Prieft  to  anfwer  for  the  Inattention  and  Difre- 
gard  of  the  Idol;  and  the  Profecution  is  generally 
terminated  in  favour  of  the  Plaintiff. 

Give  me  leave  to  put  thee  in  mind  of  what  thou 
thyfelf  formerly  wrotefl  to  Jacob  Brito,  as  extrafted 
from  a  Voyage  written  by  a  Jefuit*.  "  A  Chi- 
*'  ;7^2;^,  who  had  a  very  fantaftlcal  and  churjifh 
*'  Idol,  exafperated  at  the  needlefs  Expence  he  had 
*'  long  been  at  on  its  account;  and  being  unwilling 
*'  to  be  impofed  upon  by  fo  malicious  a  God,  fum- 
^'  moned  him  to  appear  before  the  fupreme  Council 
*'  oi  Pekin.  After  feveral  Examinations,  in  which 
*'  the  Bonzees  made  the  befl  Defence  they  could  for 
"  their  Idol,  the  Idolater  at  laft  gained  the  Caufe. 
*'  The  Court,  having  regard  to  the  Petition  of  the 
*'  Chineze^  fentenced  the  Idol,  as  ufelefs  in  the 
*'  Kingdom,  to  perpetual  Banilhment.  TheTcm- 
•'  pie  was  demolifhed  ;  and  the  Bonzees  who  offici- 
*'  ated  at  his  Altar  were  feverely  punifhed  ;  provided, 
*'  however,  that  they  might  addrefs  other  Courts  in 
*'  the  Province,  to  compenfatc  for  the  Chaftifement 
"  they  had  received  for  the  Love  of  the  Idol  in 
*'  queftion." 

Some  Decrees  iffued  from  the' Parliament  in  Pa^ 
rlsy  refembling  thofe  of  the  fupreme  Council  of  Pe» 
k'ln^  would  foon  reil:ore  Tranquillity  to  theDiocefe.' 
For  few  Janfenlfts  would  devote  themfelves  to  the 
Service  of  Abbot  Paris,  fhould  every  one  of  them 
be  forced  to  fubmit  to  a  Scourging,  every  time  any 
Perfon  has  any  Caufe  to  complain  of  him.     Scarce 

*  See  the  INth  Letter, 
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would  the  Pofteriors  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Oratory,  of 
th^Bened'i^ines^  and  other  Followers  of  that  pretend- 
ed Saint,  be  fufficient  to  receive  the  La{hes,  which 
would  be  liberally  bellowed  by  the  mad  Enthufiafts, 
when  recovered  from  their  Frenzy  they  would  com- 
plain of  their  having  whi{lled,fung,  danced,  capered, 
cried  and  howled,  for  many  Years.  What  a  number 
of  Rods  and  Thongs  would  thofe  employ,  who,  after 
having  made  many  nine  Days  Devotion,  burnt  a 
great  number  of  fine  Wax  Tapers,  and  mumbled 
over  innumeraole  Anthems  and  Prayers,  in  order  to 
be  cured  of  their  Difeafes,  were  yet  unable  to  obtaia 
any  Favour  from  the  blefled  Paris ^  who  was  as  deaf 
and  obftinate  as  the  Chineze\diO\} 

If  the  yanfcnljis^  dear  Moyiceca^  were  In  danger 
of  being  ill  treated,  with  regard  to  their  Saint,  I 
imagine  that  the  Jefuits,  on  the  other  hand,  would 
not  meet  with  better  Ufage ;  and  that  they  would 
often  be  puniflied  with  great  Severity.  What  a 
number  of  Complaints  would  People  bring  againft 
St.  Ignatius  P  They  would  charge  him  with  having 
founded  an  extravagantly-ambitious  Society,  which  is 
calculated  only  to  dilturb  the  Peace  of  States,  Not  only 
the  Clergy  would  publickly  inveigh  againft  the  Mora- 
lity of  his  Followers  ;  but  even  a  great  number  of 
private  Perfons  would  complain,  that,  after  having 
been  two  Years  together  in  his  Congregations,  care- 
fully faid  over  his  Litanies,  as  well  as  thofe  of  St. 
Francis  Xavicr,  St.  Francis  Borgia^  the  blefled  Lewis 
of  Gonzaga^  and  Stanijlaus  Kojika^  their  domeftic 
Concerns  continued  in  as  unhappy  a  Condition  as 
ever,  and  their  Health  in  as  ill  a  State.  On  Grie- 
vances of  fo  ferious  a  Nature,  an  Arret  of  the  Par- 
liament of  P^m  would  come  out,  which^  doingju- 
Jiice  to  the  Co7nplainants  againft  the  JefuitSy  would 
give  Orders  for  their  being  feized^  both  in  the  College 
of  Lewis  XiV.  in  the  Noviciat,  and  the  Houfe  for 

the 
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the  Probationers  ;  to  be  afterwards  conveyed  to  the 
Court  of  the  SothonnCy  and  there,  in  Prefence  of  all 
the  Dehors,  to  be  fcourged  for  the  Faults  committed  by 
St.  Ignatius,  and  the  reft  of  the  Saints,  &c.  of  the 
Society  ;  ivhofe  Temples  would  be  razed  to  the  Ground , 
the  Idols  broke  to  Pieces,  and  the  Priejis  driven  out  of 
the  Kingdom:  provided  y  however,  that  the  faid  Jc' 
fuits  may  be  permitted  to  addrefs  the  Court  of  Rome, 
to  indemnify  themf elves  for  the  Punijhment  they  might 
have  undergone  for  the  Love  of  three  or  four  Saints 
who  had  been  rajhly  canonized. 

Methinks,  dear  Monceca,  fuch  a  Decree  would 

be  of  great  Service  to  France.    It  would  be  of  much 

inore  Advantage  than  fuch  as  are  daily  made,  to 

fupprefs  the  Inltrudions  of  fome  Janfenifl  and  Mo- 

liniji  Bifhops,  who  feem  to  contend  who  fhall  beft 

foment  Troubles  and  Divifions.     1  likewife  do  not 

doubt,  but  (hat  if  the  Government  was  to  punifh 

with  Severity  ail  the  Errors  and  obftinate  Behaviour 

of  the  Nazareen  Saints,  who,  after  having  been  fo 

much  illuminated,  gilded,  and  entertained  with  gay 

Feftivals    and   excellent   Concerts,  frequently  quite 

difregard  thofe  who  have  done  them  fuch  important 

Services ;  I  do  not  doubt,  I  fay,  but  they  would  in- 

fenfibly  lofe  all  their  Credit.     All  the  Nazareens,  in 

lefs  than  a  Year,  would  addrefs  their  Vows   and 

Prayers  to  the  Deity  only.     **  How  1  would  a  Ca- 

*'  puchinfay,  fhall  I  run  the  Hazard  of  getting  two 

**  hundred  Stripes,  with  regard  to  St.  Francis,  who, 

*'  polTibly,  after  having  been  treated  in  the  kindeft 

*'  Manner,  may  laugh  both  at  the  Prieft  and  the 

<'  Supplicant  ?  No,  no,  by  my  troth,  won't  I.     1 

*'  will  addrefs  my   Prayers   to    Heaven   only,  by 

*'  which  I  Tnall  lecure  my  Shoulders."    The  Jefuits 

would  fpeak  after  the  fame  manner,  and  all  their 

Followers  would  foon  imitate  them.     The  Janfe- 

nijis  themfelves,  how  obftinate  foever  they  may  be, 

would 
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would  not  be  fo  ftupid  as  to  bring  a  Punifhmcnt 
upon  themfelves;  and  if,  by  chance,  feme  of  them 
fhould  indulge  their  Enthufiafni  fo  far,  their  Ba- 
nifliment  from  France^  exprefled  by  the  Arret, 
would  Toon  reftore  the  Kingdom  in  queftion  to  a  . 
wifhed-for  Tranquillity  ;  would  put  a  Stop  to  all 
the  pious  Frauds  employed  by  the  Friars,  and  pre- 
vent  their  inventing  new  ones  daily. 

Whilft  I  was  in  Germany^  a  Frenchman^  at  whofe 
Houfe  I  lodged,  told  me  a  pleafant  Story  to  this 
purpofe.  "  There  was,  fays  he,  in  a  Church  in  a 
little  Town  in  Languedoc^  a  Statue,  which  w«is 
faid  to  have  formerly  wrought  a  great  Number 
of  Miracles.  About  an  hundred  Years  ago,  whe- 
ther it  were  that  his  internal  Virtue  was  evapo- 
rated,  or  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Saint  who  former- 
ly tenanted  it  was  weary  of  its  Cafe,  and  had 
taken  up  its  Refidence  in  another,  it  no  longer 
produced  a  fingle  Miracle ;  and  its  Worihip  was 
greatly  diminiflied.  Scarce  were  burnt,  in  the 
Courfe  of  a  Year,  five  or  fix  little  wax  Tapers 
in  its  Honour ;  and  Matters  had  been  carried  fo 
far,  that  many  a  female  Devotee  u fed  to  pafs  ir- 
reverently before  it,  without  bending  ever  fo  lit- 
tle the  Knee.  And  now  a  Friar  took  it  into  his 
Head  to  reftore  the  Reputation  of  that  Image  ; 
for  which  purpofe  fome  miraculous  Adventure 
was  neceflary,  which  might  inform  the  Public, 
in  the  molt  confpicuous  manner,,  that  it  had  loft 
no  Part  of  its  ancient  Power ;  and  he  pondered 
in  himfelf  what  kind  of  Diieafc  it  v/ould  be  pro- 
per for  him  to  make  the  Statue  heal.  Should  I 
piddij])^  fays  this  Maltcr-Monk  very  judicioully, 
that  the  Saint  cures  all  Difeafes  of  the  Eyes^  I /hall 
bring  upon  my f elf  the  Adherents  andPrtefhof)^d,i\' 
EXz.  Lucia  j  and  they  will  not  fail  to  oppofe  the 
Reputation  of  viy  linage^  whic  h  would  leffen  that 
V  o  L.  V.  O  ,J 
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' '  of  their i .  Should  I  fuppofe  fome  other  D ifeafe^  I 
<'  Jhould  be  fuhje^  to  the  like  inconvenience.  There 
*«  is  no  hufiian  Indifpofttion  but  has  its  Phyftcian  in 
*'  the  Court  of  Heaven.  The  bejl  Thing  lean  there- 
*«  fore  do  will  be  to  afcribe  to  my  Image  the  Power  of 
*'  curbing  all  carnal  Sen  fat  ions.  There  indeed  re- 
"  mains  07ic  Difficulty,  which  is,  that  thofe  whojhall 
*'  come  to  offer  up  their  Prayers  to  my  Saint j  may,  at 
"  y?^y?,  imagine  they  have  received  fome  Favour  frorn 
*'  it.  I  perhaps  lay  too  tnuch  Strefs  on  the  Strength 
*'  of  the  Imagination  of  thofe  who  fmll  offer  up  their 
*'  Prayers  ;  as  it  may  not  perhaps  produce  the  Ef- 
"  fe£ls  which  1  hope  to  receive  from  it  ;  fo  that  the 
"   Credit  of  7ny  Saint  will  be  foon  ruined. 

"  Whilft  the  Friar  was  in  this  Perplexity,  he 
*'  called  to  mind  that  he  had  heard  a  Friend  of  hi?, 
*'  a  Phyfician,  fay,  that  Camphire  wore  next  to 
*'  the  Skin,  or  drunk  in  Powder  in  a  Liquor,  would 
''  fupprefs  all  amorous  PalTions.  Right!  cries  he, 
"  there's  ?ny  Bvfincfs  done  :  V II fill  my  AgnusV  %vith 
"  Camphire.  I  fo  all  give  ts  otic  e  that  no  Per fon  will 
"  be  cured,  except  that,  purfuant  to  the  Intention  of 
"  the  Saint,  he  Jhall  ahvays  zvear  'cm  en  his  Sto- 
'•  ?nach  ;  and  when  that  zvill  net  be  fufficient,  and 
'*  that  the  Conftitution  will  bear  up  againfl  the  Re- 
*'  lick,  ril  prefcribe  ihe  drinking  of  a  camphirated 
*'  Liquor,  to  ivhich  P II give  the  Naine  of  ?ny  Saint* s 
*'  Oil.  The  Jnftant  he  had  got  ready  a  fufficient 
'•'  Quantity  of  thefe  pretended  Remedies,  he  went 
*'  up  into  the  Pulpit,  and  raifed  in  his  Sermon,  the 
'^  Credit  of  St.  Turpin  infinitely  above  that  of  the 
'*  ordinary  Saints.  They  confine  themfclves,  cried 
"  he,  purely  to  the  hcaluig  of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Bo'- 
*'  dy,  but  St.  Turpin  weakens  anddcjiroys  the  Temp^ 
*'  iations  of  the  Soul. 

"  As  no  one  had  heard,  during  a  long  Time,  of 
*'  Mr.  St.  Turpin^  they  were  greatly  furprized  at 

*'  what 


Let.  igi.     T/^^  Jewish  Spr.  291 

*'  what  the  Preacher  faid,  who,  to  enforce  his  Dif- 
*'  courfe  the  more,  aflured  his  Auditors,  that  he 
*'  hlmfelf  had  experienced  what  he  advanced.  His 
"  pretended  Cure  was  looked  upon  as  a  Miracle^ 
"  even  to  Unbelievers,  who  were  furprized  to  hear 
"  the  reverend  Father  Anfclme^  one  of  the  fmarteft 
*'  Francifcans  m  the  Kingdom,  affirm  that  he  was 
*'  unmoved  when  by  the  fineft  Women,  as  Girard 
"  the  Jefuit  when  with  Mifs  Cj<3'/V/v.  Immediate- 
*'  ly  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of  Devotees  flocked 
"  to  him  from  all  Parts,  in  order  to  put  a  Stop  to 
*'  their  Temptations.  One  prayed  that  the  Image 
"  of  her  fpiritual  DirecTlor  might  not  follow  her  eve- 
*'  ry  where;  and  that  it  might  not  trouble  her  in 
'*  the  midftof  her  Prayers.  Another  wifhcd  that 
"  fhe  might  be  able  to  refift  the  PafTion  fhe  had  for 
''  the  Prior.  A  third  begged  fhe  might  have 
'*  Strength  of  Mind  fufficient  to  refiO:  a  young  Ab- 
*'  be,  who  had  made  himfel/  (o  far  Mailer  of  the 
*'  Outworks,  that  if  the  Saint  did  not  work  a  Mi- 
<'  racle,  in  four  and  twenty  Hours  fiie  fliould  be 
"  forced  to  capitulate. 

"  Nor  did  the  male  Devotees  flock  in  fewer 
"  Numbers  to  implore  St.  Turp'm's  Succour.  Au 
"  old  Canon  prayed  to  have  grace  enough  to  be  able 
''  to  refift  the  Charms  of  a  pretty  Girl,  his  Ser- 
"  vant ;  a  Judge  to  withftand  thofe  of  a  fair  young 
*'  Client;  a  Cit  to  refift  the  Enticements  of  his 
"  Wife's  Friend  ;  and  a  decrepit  Peafant  to  wich- 
*'  ftand  the  impudent  Advances  of  a  fmart  little 
"   Chambermiiid,  equally  faithlefs  and  wanton. 

"  The  Monk  gave  all  the  Perfons  in  queflion  a 
*'  great  Quantity  of  J^mus^  which  had  touche.i 
'*  the  Saint's  Head  ;  and  when  there  were  not  Aj- 
"  nus's  fuflicient,  he  ordered  them  to  drink,  every 
*'  Morning  three  Spoonfuls  of  the  camphirated 
*'  Liquor.  The  Dofe  did  not  fail  to  work  witli 
O  2  **  ioniei 
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*«  fome ;    a  Circumftance  which  was  fufficient  to 
c«  give  a  furprizing  Reputation  to  the  Relicks,  and 
«'  to  the  Oil  of  theblefled  St.  Tiirpin^  which  were 
c*  fought  for   ten  Leagues  round.      Among  thofe 
**  who  flocked  on  this  Occafion  was  a  Girl  about 
«'  fixteen  or   feventeen,    beautiful,    finely  fliaped, 
<'  having  a  foft  and  modeft  Air,  but  an  exceflively 
«'  tender  Heart.     Above  fix  Months  before,  acer- 
(■^  tain  young  Man  called  Peter,    had  found  out  the 
«'  Secret  to  obtain  the  laft  Favour.    His  Paflion  was 
''  equal  to   that  of  the  Fair-one.      Neverthelefs, 
«'  fome  Remains  of  Shame,  or  rather  of  Fear,  ftill 
*'  combated   againft   him  in  his  Miftrefs's   Heart. 
«'  She  fometimes  formed  a  Defign  to  break  off  an 
''  Engagement,  which  made  her  dread  the  Pains  of 
'^  Hell ;  and  commonly  took  that  Refolution  when 
«'  fne  afiifted  at  the  Sermon  of  her  Parifli-Prieft. 
<'  But  the  Inflant  The  was  got  home,    the  fight  of 
<'  Peter y    and  his  tender  Difcourfes,    made  all  her 
<'  fine  Proje(5ls  vanifh.     Having  heard  of  the  migh- 
''  ty  Miracles  which  St.   Turptn  wrought,  fhe  had 
«'  Recourfe  to  him,  and  went  for  fome  of  his  Jg- 
*'  nus'^s.  The  Friar,  as  he  put  them  into  her  Hands, 
«'   found  himfelf  flruck  with  a  deadly  Shaft ;  and, 
"  in   the  midft  of  his  Antidotes,    drank  copious 
"  Draughts  of  the  Poifon   of  Love.      He  wifhed 
«'  from  his  Heart  that  the  Relicks  might  not  work, 
''  and  foon  had  Reafon  to  be  fatisfied  ;  for  the  Ag- 
«'  mis  ha^'ing  prevailed  nothing,  the  Fair-one  came 
*'  and  defired  to  have  a  Vial  of  the  holy  Oil.      On 
''  the   contrary,    he   had  prepared  a  Liquor  whofe 
"  Property  was  to  heat,    hoping  that  her  repeated 
"  Vifits  would  at  laft  be  of  Advantage  to  him.    She 
'«  made  him  feveral ;  and  having  by  this  means  got 
*'  acquainted  with  her  by   infenfible  Degrees  j   Tou 
"  have   ccme^    fays  he  to  her  one  Day,  fo  often  to 
"  implore  the  Aid  of  the  Saint ^    that  the  Devil  of 

"  Luji 
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"  Luji  you  are  tortured  ivith^  miifl  hevcry  ohfiinatc^ 
"  ril  eafe  you  of  it^  if  it  lies  in  my  Power.  Corn^ 
*'  this  Evening  io  the  Gate  of  the  Convent  at  th^ 
*'  Hour  of  Pardon.  P 11  give  you  a  Bottle^  in  which 
**  you  11  find  a  double  Dofe^  and  I  will  add  another 
*'  Remedy  to  it.  1  Jhall  be  greatly  obliged  to  you^ 
"  replied  the  young  female  Patient,  for  the  Saint's 
'*  Oil  does  more  Harm  than  Good.  I  waited  for  Pe- 
"  ter  to  come  and  vifit  wf,  before  I  took  any.,  but  now 
*'  Pll  go  and  look  for  him.  The  Devil  take  the 
*'  Saint  and  his  OiU  cried  the  Friar.  I  could  not 
**  have  thought  that  I  was  ivor  king  for  Peter.  Away^ 
'^  away^  7uv  Girl-.,  to  cure  your  Temptations  )0U 
**  have  no  farther  Occafion  for  Agnus's  nor  Bottles 
"  of  Oil.'' 

I  do  not  know,  dear  Alonc^ca,  wliether  the  Go- 
vernment could  juftly  punifh  this  Francijcan.,  in 
cafe  Jultice  was  to  be  adminiflred  in  France  after 
the  Chineze  manner.  In  my  Opinion,  he  liad  a 
lawful  Excufe.  Tou  cojne.,  might  he  fay,  to  bcfeech 
the  Saint  to  preferve  your  Chaftiiy^  at  the  Time  that 
you  have  ahually  lofi  it.  St.  Turpin  has,  indeed^ 
the  Power  to  keep  Maidenheads,  but  7tot  to  mend  them. 
A  Dijlinguo  of  the  Schools  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely proper  on  that  Occafion.  My  Saint  puts  a 
Stop  to  Temptations  ivhich  are  begun,  concedo ; 
but  tojhp  the  Courfeofthofe  into  which  one  may  have 
already  fallen,   ncgo. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  dear  Monceca  ;  may  thy  Life 
be  contented  and  happy  ;  and  take  Care  not  to  fall 
into  the  Hands  of  Scourgers. 

Grand  Cairo ^  the.  ,   , 


O  ^  LET- 
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LETTER     CXCII. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  On  is,  a  Cara- 
iTE,  fcrmerly  a  Rabbi  in  Conftantincple. 

I  T  is  now  a  Week,  excellent  Ifaac^  fince  my  Ar- 
rival in  Paris^  and  all  that  Time  I  have  fpent  in 
examining  the  DifFerence  there  is  between  the  Cha- 
ra<fter  of  the  French,  and  that  of  the  EngUjh.  Tho' 
1  fhould  ftay  ten  Years  together  in  this  City,  that 
Time,  though  ib  very  long,  would  not  be  fufHcient 
for  the  Reflections  which  the  Subject  fuggefts. 

The  firft  Thing  that  flruck  me,  at  my  Return 
to  France^  was  the  Power  of  the  Ecclefiaftics.  I 
have  {t^w  Priefls  in  London^  whofe  Authority  did 
not  reach  beyond  the  Door  of  their  Church  ;  Bi- 
fhops  who  had  no  other  Power  than  that  of  regii- 
lating  and  governing  their  Clergy:  And  I  found, 
in  France,  Churchmen  who  were  extremely  ambi- 
tious ;  watchful  of  every  Opportunity  to  incroach 
upon  the  Rights  of  the  Laity  ;  forming,  in  the  midft 
of  a  State,  a  diftin6l  and  feparate  State  ;  Tyrants 
in  lawn  Sleeves,  to  whom  the  name  of  Prelate  is 
given,  almoft  all  equally  proud  of  their  Rank, 
which,  by  means  of  an  old  Superftition,  fecures  to 
them  Impunity  with  regard  to  any  Faults  they  may 
commit;  declaring  Things' as  the  Rights  of  the 
Church,  which  are  mod  diftant  from  it  ;  ruining 
unmercifully  thole  whom  they  hate,  by  accufing 
them  of  being  Janfenljis ;  exerting  their  utmolt 
Endeavours  todeitroy  the  Authority  of  the  Parlia- 
'  men  IS  ; 
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ments  ;  and  to  depreciate,  in  the  Monarch's  Mind, 
thofe  Aflembhes  ;  always  careful  to  fupport,  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  Power,  the  Rights  and  Privileges 
of  the  Nation,  againftthe  Invafions  of  the  Pope  of 
Rome^  the  Head,  the  Genius  and  the  Soul  of  the 
Biftiops  of  France. 

The  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  France^  \\\  general, 
feem  to  me  to  differ  as  much  from  thofe  of  England, 
as  the  Ecclefiailics  of  Paris  differ  from  thofe  of 
London.  I  have  fecn,  in  this  laft  mentioned  City, 
Perfons  of  Diftin(!:l:ion  curious  to  inform  themfelves 
of  the  Intereft  of  their  Country  ;  ftudying  the  Max- 
ims  and  Manners  of  foreign  Kingdoms  ;  confider- 
ing  Ignorance  as  an  ignominious  Blemifh,  that  de-' 
grades  Man,  and  puts  him  upon  a  level  with  Brutes  ; 
cultivating  the  Arts  and  Sciences  ;  protecting  and 
rewarding  the  Learned,  and  contemning  fuch  Na- 
tions as  have  another  way  of  Thinking.  I  met,  in 
Paris^  with  People  whofe  onlv  Care  was  to  attend 
to  their  Perukes,  or  to  the  play  of  the  Knots  of 
their  Ribbons  j  who  were  as  ignorant  of  tr,c  Rights, 
the  Privileges,  and  fundamental  Laws  of  their 
Country,  as  the  mad  EnthufiaOs  are  of  Reafon  or 
good  Senfe,  and  the  Jcfijits  of  Honefty  ;  who  al- 
moft  blufli  at  their  being  able  to  read  ;  imagine  that 
Phikjophy  and  Pedantry  nre  fynonymous  Terms  ; 
who  fancy  that  Dcs  Caries^  whofe  Name  they  hear 
of  by  chance,  was  a  Pedant  in  fome  School  ;  who 
have  the  utmoft  Contempt  for  every  Man  who  ima- 
gines there  are  any  pcrfe6l  Pleafures,  except  thofe 
of  paffing  the  whole  Ni[j]u  in  drinking,  fleeping  a- 
way  three  Qiiartcrs  of  the  Day  ;  and  who  exhibit 
their  coxcomicnl  Figures  in  fome  Tavern  Kitch- 
en, where  they  flafh  away  a  numberlefs  Multitude 
of  filly  Jokes. 

However,  this  Character,   Friend  Jfiac^  does  not 

fuit  all  the  better  fort  of  People  among  the  French.* 

O  4  We 
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We  meet  with  in  the  City,  and  particularly  among 
the  Magi  ft  rates,  whofe  Employments  require  thenpi 
toftudy,  many  Perfons  who  think  in  a  quite  dif- 
ferent manner  from  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  in  ge- 
neral. But  the  Genius  of  a  Nation  muil  not  be 
fettled  from  the  Praf^ice  of  a  few.  For  one  Gen- 
tleman in  France  who  applies  himfelf  to  Study,  and 
scorns  his  Mind  with  ufeful  Knowledge,  how  many 
of  them  fpend  their  whole  Lives  without  reflecting 
one  Inftant  on  any  Thing  which  may  be  of  Advan- 
tage to  their  Country,  or  the  Advancement  of  the 
Arts,  Thofe  Perfons  who  have  lived  forne  Time 
in  Paris^  may  difcover  that  there  are  few  Countries 
ill  which  young  Perfons  of  DiftinCtion  fpend  their 
Time  lefs  in  Matters  of  Confequence.  Their  Life 
is  a  Series  of  Diflblutenefs,  which  confequently  can 
be  of  no  Advantage  to  themfelves  or  their  Country, 
Such  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  asrefideat  their 
Country  Seats,  take  a  great  Delight  in  reading  old 
Romances.  This  is  the  Employment  of  fuch  a- 
mong  them  as  are  defirous  of  making  a  Figure,  and 
diftinguifhing  themfelves  from  the  reft.  The  reft: 
pafs  their  Days  in  huntings  beating  the  Countr-y  Peo- 
fi^i  /«  getting  zv'ith  Child  their  Farmers  Daughters^ 
in  going  to  Law  with  the  Parifo-  Priejh  of  their  Vil- 
lages about  certain  Privileges  ;  and  in  fuddling  on 
Sundays  with  their  Stewards, 

There  appears  to  me,  dear  Ifaac^  between  the 
common  People  among  the  Englijh,  and  thofe  of 
France^  as  wide  a  Difference  in  their  Manner  of 
Thinking,  as  between  the  Manners  and  Inclinati- 
ons of  the  Ecclefiaftics  and  Nobility  of  the  two  Na- 
tions in  queftion.  The  common  People  of  Paris 
are  good-natured,  affable,  abhorrers  of  Rebellion, 
and  Lovors  of  Strangers :  Whereas  thofe  of  London 
are  brutal,  exceffively  infolent,  extravagantly  fond 
©f  Novelty,  ever  reVdy  to  rebel,  haling  all  Nations; 

poffciTiDg, 
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poflefling,  in  a  word,  all  the  Faults  of  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry  of  their  Country,  without  having  one 
of  their  Virtues  or  good  Qualities.  In  my  Opinion, 
Friend  Ifaac^  to  form  a  Nation  who  might  make 
fure  Approaches  towards  Perfection,  it  ought  to  be 
compofed  of  the  common  People  among  the  French^ 
and  the  better  fort  among  the  Englijh  ;  by  which  I 
underftand  all  Perfons  above  the  Rank  of  Artifi- 
cers; there  being  many  Merchants  in  London^  who 
underftand  the  Law,  Philofophy,  Politics,  l^c, 
much  better  than  many  Perfons  in  France^  whofe 
Employments  oblige  them  to  be  skilled  in  the  Sci- 
ences. It  is  natural  that  where  Ignorance  is  confi- 
dered  as  a  Vice  among  the  Nobility,  all  Perfons  of 
a  certain  Condition  fhould  endeavour  to  enlighten 
their  Minds,  in  order  to  gain  Vogue,  and  win  the 
Efteem  and  Confideration  of  the  Public.  There 
was  a  Time  in  France  in  which  it  was  thought 
(hameful  to  be  ignorant.  Every  one  endeavoured 
to  cultivate  the  polite  Arts  and  Sciences,  or  at  leafi: 
would  be  thought  defirous  of  cultivating  them. 
One  would  be  apt  to  conclude  that  the  Love  of  po- 
lite Literature  was  buried  in  the  fame  Grave  with 
Lewis  XIV.  but  now,  it  is  almoft  a  Shame  for  a 
Ferfon  to  be  acquainted  with  any  Language  but  the 
French:  And  fhould  this  Humour  continue.  People 
may  perhaps  go  fjch  Lengths  as  not  to  dare  to  le.irn 
to  read  and  write. 

I  do  not  write,  v/orthy  Ifaac^  but  that  the  Con- 
tempt in  which  the  truly  Learned  are  held  2itParisy 
depreires  their  Minds.  When  the  Heirt  of  Man 
is  not  raifed  by  Honours  and  Applaiifcs,  the  Defire 
of  diftingui(hing  himfelf  decays,  and  no  longer 
prompts  him  to  thofe  noble  Enterprizes,  which  are 
formed  only  by  Perfons  of  the  grcateft  Courage, 
T'o  what  purprije^  would  a  learned- Man  fay  who 
meets  with  Contempt,  is  all  the  Pains  I  take  !  1 
O  5  ivrite 
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write  andjludy  Day  and  Night ;  /  ruin  my  Healthy 
ond  I pafs  my  Days  injiriking  out  Things  which  may 
he  of  fervice  to  the  Public  ;  and  yet  the  Public  Jhall 
pay  a  higher  Regard  to  feme  rich  ignorant  Fellow  in 
a  public  Office  ;  to  an  Ufurer  who  has  fatted  himfelf 
by  the  Blood  of  the  Widow  and  the  Orphans^  than 
to  all  the  Literati  in  Paris  put  together. 

Thefe  Complaints,  dear  Ifaac^  are  but  too  juft. 
Should  Reaumur  or  Cafftni  take  it  into  their  Heads 
to  addrefs  themfelves  to  fome  Nobleman,  they 
Avould  be  made  to  wait  whole  Hours  in  his  Anti- 
chamber;  their  Merit  being  of  no  manner  of  Ser- 
vice to  a  Courtier.  But  (hould  a.Man  of  Bufmefs, 
poiTefTed  of  an  hundred  thoiifand  Livres  a  year,  ap- 
pear, he  is  immediately  introduced  to  My  Lord. 
Things  are  fo  miferably  abufed,  that  Riches  create 
Refpedt  to  a  Knave,  and  Merit  cannot  do  the  fame 
to  a  Man  of  Honour.  It  is  true,  indeed,  excellent 
Jfaac^  that  there  are  ftill  living  fome  Princes  and 
Noblemen,  to  whom  Learning  and  Virtue  only 
giv^e  Accefs ;  but,  as  I  before  obferved  to  thee,  a 
certain  Number  of  choice  People  cannot  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  Vvhole  Nation. 

It  is  therefore  no  Wonder  that  the  prefent  Age 
does  not  give  rife  to  fuch  Men  as  Des  Cartes y  Gaf- 
Ltndiy  Bayle,  Racine^  Boileau,  Corneille  and  la  Brit- 
yere.  After  the  Death  of  Fonienelle^  Voltaire^  and 
Mont e f qui ou.,  (hould  the  Genius  which  now  prevails 
in  Paris  continue  in  the  fame  State,  no  Authors 
will  be  feen  but  thofe  refembling  Mouhi^  and  the 
fournalifi  of  Trevoux,  Writers  will  then  be  prompt- 
ed by  no  other  Motives  than  thofe  of  Want,  or  a 
J;efire  of  fiandering  ;  and  confequently  they  will 
not  be  animated  by  Glory,  or  a  laudable  Ambi- 
tion. At  moll  there  will  ftart  up  feveral  half-learn- 
ed Writers,  who,  diftinguifhed  by  the  vain  Title 
of  Academicians,  will  induftrioufly  cultivate  the  tri- 
fling 
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fling  Talent  of  ranging  Words :  And  endeavour  to 
write  Pieces  that  will  appear  fo  many  Mufic-Books, 
rather  than  Compofitions  made  to  adorn  and  im- 
prove the  human  Mind.  The  Reader  will  meet 
with  Cadence  and  Harmony  in  their  Periods,  but 
with  nothing  elfe  ;  and  his  Surprize  will  be  great  to 
meet  with  nothing  but  Sounds,  where  he  expetftcd 
to  meet  with  Thing?. 

Tlie  Conftraint  which  is  put  upon  Men  of  Let- 
ters, authorizes  greatly  this  depraved  Tafte.  Be- 
fides  the  Contempt  in  which  they  are  held,  they  are 
not  allowed  to  write  with  that  Liberty  fo  neceflary 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Learning.  An  Author 
is  obliged  to  fay  every  Moment  as  he  is  writing  ; 
"  I  might  change  that  Phrafe,  otherwife  I  fhall 
"  very  much  difguft  the  reverend  Father  of  la 
"  Maifon  Profcffd.  This  Phrafe  would  bring  me 
*'  under  a  Sufpicion  of  being  a  Janfenill.  It  indeed 
<'  prefents  a  fhining  Truth  to  the  Mind  ;  but  then 
*'  I  ought  not  to  run  the  Hazard  of  being  impri- 
*'  foned  in  the  Bajlile^  merely  for  the  Satisfaclion 
*'  of  fpeaking  a  Truth. — Here's  a  Character  i  but 
*'  I  muft  be  forced  to  fupprefs  it.  It  defcribes  a 
*'  general  Character  to  Admiration  \  and  yet  it 
'^  might  be  applied  to  the  Bifhop  of  *  '^  * ;  and, 
"  in  that  Cafe,  I  fhall  be  inevitably  ruined.  This 
"  Stroke,  which  fo  happily  defcribes  the  Pride  of 
*'  great  Men,  would  do  me  Prejudice;  and  for  this  . 
''  Reafon  it  fhall  never  be  publifhed  ;  fmce  the 
"  Duke  or  Marquifs  of  ****  might  imagine  that 
"  I  hinted  at  them.  That  Expreffion  is  too  bold  : 
*'  it  would  ofFend  the  Baftard  to  the  Apothecary  of 
<'  one  of  our  Secretaries  of  State;  and  this  might 
*'  difguft  his  Valet- de-Chambre's  Miftrefs.  This 
*'  whole  Chapter  (hall  likewife  be  fupprefTed-;  fince 
'*  it  may  prevent  my  having  a  Licence  to  print 
"  my  Book,  and  poifibly  make  the  World  look 
O  6  **  upon 
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*'  upon  me  as  an  Atheift :  I  therein  difcufs  fome 
*'  philofophical  Queftions,  whence  Confequences 
*'  may  be  drawn  to  depretiate  St.  PiJntaleon's  Slip- 
**  per,  St.  Ignatius's  Os  pubis,  and  Chark?nagnc'*s 
♦'  Shoulder- belt ;  and  what  is  worfe,  the  holy 
♦'  Vial." 

So  ridiculous  a  Conftraint,  joined  to  the  little  Re- 
gard (hewn  to  Men  of  true  Learning,  will  infen- 
fibly  ruin  polite  Literature,  in  cafe  it  fliould  laft 
for  any  Time.  The  French  in  the  fucceeding  Age 
will  be  much  upon  a  Level  with  the  Spaniards  of 
the  prefent.  They  will  have  no  other  Compofi- 
tions,  except  the  devout  Rhapfodies  of  the  Friars, 
and  a  parcel  of  Romances.  This  fad  Truth  begins 
already  to  be  felt  in  Paris  ;  the  Merit  of  the  Books 
which  are  publiihcd  there  confilting  wholly  in  the 
Tide.  Such,  for  inftance,  are  Father  RegnauWs 
Phyfical  Converfations,  and  Father  Poree's  Ora- 
tions ;  Orations  writ  in  fuch  a  Style  as  can  only 
deprave  that  of  all  young  Students,  and  fluffed  with 
childith  and  ridiculous  Antithefes.  It  is  very  flrange 
they  fhould  have  given  any  Pleafure  to  thofe  who 
heard  them  fpoke  :  And,  indeed,  they  were  imme- 
diately fenfible  of  their  Error,  as  foon  as  they  had 
ail  Opportunity  of  reading  them.  What  can  be 
more  contemptible,  more  groveling,  morcbombaft, 
and  more  like  the  Poet's  Sonnet  in  MoUereh  Mi- 
Janthrope  ;  in  a  Word,  more  oppofite  to  the  Puri- 
ty of  Ciceroh  D:(5lion,  than  that  PafTage  in  which 
the  Jefuit  in  queftion  fpeaks  pf  the  Abode  of  Charles 
V.  in  Paris  .^  *'  When  a  King,  Jays  he^  jealous 
•'  of  an  Emperor's  Glory,  embraced  him  as  his 
*'  Friend,  went  with  him  as  with  his  Compani- 
*'  on,  put  his  faithful  into  his  infidel  Hand,  and 
**  chofe  to  be  thought  over  credulous  rather  than 
^'  ferefworn  5  ^XEurop^  faw  a  Proof  of  the  Probity 

*'  and 
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"  and  Honour  of  the  French  *."  Ever  fince  the 
Time  of  Petavius^  of  Bourdaloues^  of  Daniel^  and 
fuch  hke,  the  Jefuits  have  produced  none  but  indif- 
ferent Authors,  or  thofe  of  the  loweft  Clafs.  This 
they  themfelves  are  pcrfed^ly  fenfibleof,  and  for  that 
Reafon  they  exclaim  againit  the  truly  learned.  They 
would  not  be  fo  very  jealous,  w^ere  there  flilj  any- 
great  Men  among  them.  Perhaps  they  one  Day 
will  have  fine  Writers  among  them  ;  in  which  Cafe 
they  will  change  their  Maxims;  and,  returning  to 
their  former  Opinion,  they  will  condemn  the  Tafte 
and  Manner  of  writing  of  their  Brother- Jefuit  Pq~ 
ree  i  and  utterly  difown  moft  of  the  Compofitions 
of  a  great  number  of  Scribblers,  whom  they  now 
€ry  up  as  wonderful  Writers.  However,  they  will 
have  done  great  Injury  to  the  Republic  of  Letters; 
and  their  Denre  of  reigning  over  it  will  be  as  preju- 
dicial to  Reafon,  to  good  Tafle,  and  to  Style,  as  the 
infipid,  childiili  Writings  of  feveral  Academicians 
now  living. 

I  had  a  pleafant  Converfation  fome  Days  fince  with 
one  of  the  Gentlemen  in  queftion.  "  You  are 
*'  lately  c<'me  from  England,  fays  he  to  me.  Might 
"  I  make  fo  free  as  to  ask  ycm  m  what  State  Learn- 
**  ing  is  there?"  It  is  carried^  replied  I,  to  a 
very  great  Height,      The  p^ifuns  and  Chimeras  of  the 

*  ^0  ten:pore  ingem  Thid  Documentum  Europe  datum 
ejiy  cu7n  Rex  a?nuiiis  Imperctorem  a:midiim  exccpit  ut  Hofpi- 
tCK':,  c.rzplexus  eji  ut  Amictim^  cojnitutus ef  ut  Sodalem^  di- 
piift  ut  S(Kiu77:,  data  in  Dextei-am  fllaccm  conjlanti  Dex- 
terdy  mah'.itque  <videri  mcle  credulus  quam  niale  f  delis, 
Caroli  Porce  Orationes.  The  following  Words  are  in- 
exprefiibly  ridiculous,  maluitque  njideri  mala  credidus  quatn 
tncde  fete  lis.  Thofe  who  underlland  Z,/?//;/ v/ill  eafily  per- 
ceive the  childifh  Antithefis  in  thefe  Words  male  credulus 
fc  male  fidclis.  Such  a  Play  of  Words  would  not  be  par- 
doned in  a  School-Boy. 

Schoolmen 
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Schoolmen  are  entirely  ha?jijhed  from  Oxford  and 
Cambridge ;  and,  in  their  room^  the  Works  cf^cvf- 
ton,  and  thofe  of  Locke  are  explained.  London 
loafis  fome  excellent  Poets,  who  write  on  Siihje^s 
that  are  of  fervice  to  Mankind.  The  famous  Mr. 
Pope  joinsy  to  the  Charms  of  Poetry^  the  Do^rines  of 
the  rnofl  fage  Philofophy.  In  hirn  Homer  and  Plato 
are  united.  *'  So  much  the  worfe  for  the  Englijh 
*'  Poetry,  replied  our  Academician^  Why  fo  much 
the  worfe ^  replied  I  ?  "  Becaufe,  continued  he,  no 
"  Writer  can  exprefs  himfelf  with  great  Purity, 
"  when  he  treats  of  phiJofophical  Matters ;  at  leaft 
*'  it  is  fo  in  the  French  Tongue.  The  great  num- 
*'  berof  wzt/j  and  buis,  which  go  before  the  Con- 
•'  clufion  of  Arguments,  and  a  thoufand  other  fuch 
**  Words,  grate  moft  horribly  on  the  Ear.  An 
*'  Academician  ought  to  employ  himfelf  wholly  in 
•'  writing  amorous  Adventures,  Billet-doux,  and 
*'  tender  Verfes.  In  cafe  he  is  not  of  an  amorous 
«'  Difpofition,  he  then  may  amufe  himfelf  with 
*'  writing  Hiftory ;  provided,  however,  that  his 
*<  Work  does  not  fwell  to  above  two  Volumes  in 
**  Duodecimo.  It  is  impoflible  for  a  Writer  to  cor- 
**  recTt  and  refine  his  Diflicn,  when  he  writes  three 
*^  Volumes.  Half  a  Year  ago  I  publifhed  a  Work 
*'  confifiiing  of  fix  hundred  Pages,  which  I  fpent* 
**  nine  Years  in  polifliing ;  and  indeed  I  have  the 
**  greattft  Reafon  to  be  fatisfied.  There  are  but 
*'  three  ands,  two  huts,  and  one  //",  in  my  whole 
*'  Work.  I  hope,  in  the  fecond  Edition,  that  I 
*'  fhall  be  fo  happy  as  to  expunge  one  hut  and  two 
*'  ands :  and  to  effect  this,  I  muft  write  fifteen 
*'  Pages  anew  3  and  I  fhall  not  regret  the  Trouble 
**  I  may  have  been  at,  provided  I  fhall  have  exe- 

*'  cuted  my  Defiga." What  Book,  fays  J  to  the 

Academician,  is  this^  the  correcting  the  Stile  of  which 
cof}  fuch  prodigious  Pains?  "  It  is  a  Colkdion,  re- 
plied 
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*'  plied  he^  of  Speeches  and  congratulatory  Com- 
*'  pllments,  which  I  fpoke  in  the  Academy,  at  the 
"  Reception  of  feveral  Members.  There  are  twelve 
*'  Difcourfes  in  all  \  and  every  one  of  them  con- 
*'  tains  an  Elogium  of  Chancellor  Seguier,  of  Car- 
*'  d'm?^\  Richelieu,  and  of  Z^Wj  XI V.**  I  congra' 
iulatc  yoUi  h\d  I  to  this  pedantic  Academician,  for 
employing  nine  Tears  i?i  expunging  all  the  ands  and 
buts  in  the  twelve  Elcgiums  in  quejlion.  This  cer- 
tainly was  a  Time  very  happily  employed^  a  Toil  great- 
ly  advantageous  to  Civil  Society,  and  to  the  Advance- 
mcnt  of  Learning,  It  neverthelefs  ?nay  be  wijhed,  for 
the  fake  of  the  Republic  of  Letters,  that  the  Stile  of 
ihofe  who  are  feared  at  a  but  or  and  may  not  eclipfe 
thofe  of  Boilcau,  Sarafm,  PelifTon  and  Patru.  I 
then  left  my  Academician,  vi'ho  appeared  highly 
offended  at  my  Opinion,  as  well  as  at  the  Freedom 
with  which  I  told  it  him. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  dear  Ifaac  ;  may  thy  Life  be  a 
perpetual  Series  of  Content  and  Satisfa<Stion  ;  and 
be  alFured  that  I  will  fee  thee  again  before  it  is  long, 

P^r/V,  the  ...   . 


^f% 


^ii 
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LETTER     CXCIII. 

Aaron  Monceca/^  Isaac  Onis,  ^ 
C  A  R  A  I  T  E,  formerly  a  Rabhi  in  Con- 
ftantinople. 

T  Yefterday,  Friend  Ifaac^  paid  a  Vifit  to  a  Je- 
-■-  fuit,  whom  I  fometimes  faw  at  Chevalier  de 
Alaifirfs,  He  is  a  polite  Man,  of  an  amiable  Dif- 
pofition,  and  \'ery  delightful  in  his  Converfation  ; 
fo  that  I  imagined  it  would  be  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  me  to  give  him  fome  Marks  of  my  Efteem  ; 
and  to  do  his  Brethren  in  Conjiantinople  all  the  Ser- 
vice in  my  Power.  His  Employment  is  one  of  the 
moft  confiderable  in  his  Order.  He  is  Principal  of 
the  College  of  Lewis  XIV.  that  is,  firft  Dired^or  of 
ail  the  Youths  educated  there,  as  well  as  of  the 
feveral  Preceptors.  I  will  confefs  to  thee,  that,  ab- 
llra6led  from  good  Manners,  Curiofity  had  a  great 
Share  in  my  Vifit  ;  and  that  I  was  delighted  in 
having  an  Opportunity  to  examine  the  Manner  in 
which  the  Youth  of  Diilindion  among  the  French 
are  educated. 

At  my  coming  into  the  College,  I  perceived  a 
great  number  of  Students  very  bufy  in  raifmg  a  Stage 
in  the  Center  of  a  Court.  For  what  Ufe^  Reverend 
Father^  fays  I  to  him,  is  this  Edifice  deftgned? 
*'  'Tis  for  a  Tragedy,  replied  he,  which  our  Stu- 
"  dents  are  going  to  perform  here.  You  muft 
**  come  and  fee  them  ;  and  be  aflured  that  it  is  one 
*<  of  the  moft  delightful  Entertainments  in  Paris.''* 
HoWy  replied  I,  do  you  undertake  to  bring  up  Per- 

Jons 
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fom  who  may  one  Day  be  qualified  to  fucceed  fuch 
Players  as  may  drop  off  in  the  French  Play-houfe  ?  I 
imagined  that  you  taught  none  hut  the  ufeful Sciences  j 
but  now  I  find  that  there  is  no  Art^  no  Profejfion^  but 
you  have  Mafters  for  them.  Since  you  breed  Players^ 
you  doubt lefs  bring  up  likewife  Rope- dancers  ! 

This  Qiiefnon  made  the  Jefuit  Jaugh  heartily. 
**  'Tis  plain, /^^'j  he  to  me,,  that  you  are  not  yet 
*<  acquainted  with  the  Cuftoms  of  this  Country. 
*'  Our  Reafons  for  making  young  Students  deliver 
*'  Speeches  in  public,  is  to  accuftom  them,  from 
"  their  early  Years,  to  repeat  a  Difcourfe  with 
**  Grace.  We  are  not  bringing  up  Comedians, 
*'  but  Orators,  Advocates,  and  Preachers."  If 
this,,  repl'cd  I,  is  your  Defign,,  methinks  you  take  a 
very  wrong  Method  to  fucceed  in  it.  Injlead  of  ma- 
king a  Student,,  whom  you  intend  for  the  Bar,,  fpeak 
two  Speeches  of  a  Tragedy,  let  him  pronounce  one  of 
Patru'i  Pleadings ;  and  as  for  the  Scholars  whom  you 
intend  for  the  Pulpit,,  let  theju  learn  by  heart  Bour- 
daloueV  Sermons,,  and  the  Bifioop  of  Meaux*j  Funeral 
Orations.  What  Affinity  is  there  betiveen  the  Defpair 
of  Hermione,  and  the  Law  ;  and  luhat  Relation  does 
the  wild  Fury  of  Oreftes  bear  to  the  facred  JVrit^ 
ings  ?  Beftdes,  this  Manner  of  fpeaking  Verfe  is  di- 
re£lly  oppofite  to  the  modeji  and  edifying  Tone  of  Voice 
required  in  a  Preacher  ;  and  to  thefmple,  but  ?naf- 
culine  and  nervous  Pronunciation  required  in  Pleaders 
at  the  Bar,  Do  you  imagine.  Reverend  Father,  thai 
were  du  Frene  *,  to  get  up  into  the  Pulpit,  he  zvould 
have  a  very  grave  and  very  perfuafwe  Air  and  Man- 
ner? Methinks  1  fee  him  turning  his  Eyes  according 
to  Art,  darting  the  mofi  amorous  Glances  at  the  Saint 
whofe  Panegyric  he  makes ;  and  pronouncing  the  Elo' 
gium  of  Saint  Genevieva  in  thejame  Manner  as  that 

*  A  famous  ? layer  in  Paris. 
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ef  Zayre.  //  is  my  Opinion  that  GauiTin  *  would  not 
make  a  better  Lawyer  than  du  Frene  a  Preacher, 
Let  us  Juppofe  for  an  Injlant  that  this  famous  Anrefs^ 
clothed  In  a  Pleader's  Gown,  and  holding  a  Bag  of 
Papers,  was  to  plead  before  the  Parliament.  Her 
Eyes  would  employ  all  their  Rhetoric  in  order  to  win 
ihe  Heart  of  her  Judges  ;  and  her  Heart  would  melt 
in  favour  of  her  Client,  whom  Jhe  would  bewail  in 
the  fame  plaintive  Tone  that  Andromache  bewails 
ihe  Lofs  of  her  Son,  But  to  what  Purpofe  would  all 
this  be  ?  To  none  at  all\  or  at  mofl  to  make  the  Judges 
fay.  This  little  Fellow  is  very  like  Columbine  in  the 
Farce,  where  fhe  reprefents  the  Lawyer  who  pleads 
both  for  Plaintiff  and  Defendant,  as  well  in  the 
Turn  of  her  Face,  as  in  her  Manner  of  Pleading. 
She  would  have  made  a  very  pretty  Player.  I  fancy. 
Reverend  Father,  it  is  the  fame  with  regard  to  the 
Orators  brought  up  by  you.  They  ahvays  retain  the 
Air  and  Manner  taught  them  in  iheTheatres  of  your 
College. 

'*  There  is  fome  Truth,  replied  the  Jefuit,  in 
*■'  what  you  fay.  But  if  we  fhould  make  our  Pu- 
"  pils  pronounce  Pleadings  and  Sermons,  who,  for 
"  God's  fake,  would  come  to  hear  them  ?  We 
*'  fhould  lofe  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  the  Pains  we. 
"  take  in  inftru6^ing  them  applauded  by  all  Paris. 
**  All  People  do  not  fpeak  in  as  folid  a  manner  as 
*'  you.  It  is  of  greater  Ufc  for  the  Glory  of  our 
"  Society,  to  form  theatrical  Pleaders  and  Preach- 
*'  ers,  than  to  make  excellent  Orators,  who  would 
"  not  give  the  People  in  general  an  advantageous 
"  Idea  of  our  Manner  of  Education.  When  a 
''  Lawyer  pleads,  the  Judges  do  not  ask,  whether 
*'  he  has  been  brought  up  among  the  Jefuits.  If 
"  he  has  a  graceful   Delivery,  we  are  not  praifed 

*  A  celebrated  A£lrefsy  ivho  fucceeded  le  Couvreur. 

«'  for 
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"  for  it.  It  is  the  fame  with  regard  to  a  Preacher 
"  in  vogue  ;  his  Hearers  feldom  or  never  enquiring 
"  after  the  Phce  in  which  he  was  brought  up." 
According  to  this  Maxim^  replied  J,  inethinks^  Reve- 
rend  Father^  that  you  ought  to  fuit  all  yourlnjiruftions 
which  you  give  to  your  Pupils  to  the  Inter e/i  of  the  So' 
ciety  ;  and  that  this  ought  to  be  the  only  Circumftance 
attended  to  on  that  Occafton.  "As  this  Intereft,  re- 
"  plied  the  Jefuit^  is  blended  with  that  of  Religion, 
"  we  make  no  Difficulty  of  dirc(5ting  all  the  Studies 
*'  of  our  Pupils  to  that  End.  This  is  a  Truth 
**  acknowledged  by  every  good  Catholic,  I  mean 
"  by  every  Man  devoted  to  the  Holy  See,  viz.  that 
'*  we  ought  to  banifh,  at  lead  explode,  all  the  Sci- 
*'  ences,  v.'hich,  by  accuftoming  the  Mind  to  rea- 
'*  fon  with  too  much  Boldnefs,  and  to  go  too  deep 
"  in  the  Enquiry  of  Things,  make  it,  infenfibly, 
*'  reject  certain  Points  of  Dodlrine  which  appear 
**  contrary  to  Reafon  and  the  Light  of  Nature  ; 
"  and  yet  are  not,  on  that  Account,  lefs  efiential 
*'  Articles  of  Faith.  Such  are  thofe  of  the  Belief 
'*  of  the  Pope's  Infallibility  ;  of  the  Neceflity  of 
"  extirpating  both  by  Fire  and  Sword  all  Heretics; 
**  and  of  confiJering  as  fuch  all  who  are  not  Faut- 
"  ors  of  the  Society,  which  is  the  ftrongeft  Support 
'*  of  the  Church.  Thefe  Maxims.,  replied  I,  are 
fo  repugnant  to  thofe  Notions  and  Ideas  which  are 
acquired  only  by  Philofcphy,  that  it  is  my  Opinion  your 
Pupils  do  not  apply  themfelves  much  to  it. 

*'  We  have  entirely  baniftied,  replied  the  Jefuit^ 
*'  from  our  Schools,  all  the  Writings  of  the  mo- 
*'  dern  Philofophers.  We  infmuate  to  our  Students, 
*'  ih^t  Des  Cartes^  Locke.,  and  Gaffendi.,  we're  Au- 
"  thorsof  very  trifling  Abilities,  who  owe  all  their 
"  Reputation  to  a  Love  of  Novelty.  We  even 
*'  treat  thofe  Writers  as  Perfons  either  fufpedled, 
"  or  convicted  of  Hcrefy  \    and  there  are  none  of 

"  our 
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**  our  Profeflbrs  of  Philofophy,  but  are  fure  to  fa- 
*'  tyrize  them  in  their  Compofitions.  Thus,  aid- 
*'  ed  by  thefe  Prejudices,  we  utterly  ruin  their  Re- 
**  putation  in  the  Minds  of  young  People."  What 
Science  then,  fays  I  to  the  Jefuit,  do  you  teach  under 
thi  Name  of  Philofophy  ?  "  We  explain  to  them, 
"  replied  he^  the  Do<ftrines  of  the  Peripateticks  and 
**  of  the  Schoolmen.  "  How  I  fays  I  to  him,  do 
you  perplex  the  Memory  of  your  Pupils  with  a  numher^ 
lefs  Multitude  of  abfurd^  unintelligible  and  imperii^ 
ncnt  Exprefftons  ?  During  whole  Years  together,  you 
cblige  your  Scholars  to  Jiudy  Subftantial  Forms,  A 
parte  Mentis  h  Rei,  Second  Intentions,  Arguments 
in  Baroco,  in  Barbara,  In  Baralipton  ?  /  no  longer 
wonder  that  when  they  come  into  the  World,  they  Jhould 
have  the  utmoft  Contempt  for  every  thing  that  bears 
the  Name  of  Philofophy  ;  and  look  upon  all  thofe  at 
Pedants  ivho  apply  themfelves  to  it.  It  is  i?npoJJibl& 
but  they  fiould  do  fo  ;  for  they  cannot  judge  of  a  thing 
hut  by  the  Knoivledge  they  have  of  it.  What  a  pitiful 
Knozvledge  is  this  you  afcribe  to  them  !  Henceforward^ 
whenever  I  hear  a  Frenchman  contemn  the  Study  of 
Philofophy,  I  foall  confider  him  as  a  Man  who  had 
never  drank  any  hut  bad  Wine  ;  and  who,  imagining 
all  the  different  Wines  equally  had,  would  confider  all 
thofe  as  Fools  or  Madmen  who  Jhould  praife  Burgundy 
end  Champaign. 

''  This  very  Diftafte,  replied  the  Jefuit,  which 
*'  you  cenfure  fo  ftrongly,  is  what  we  endeavour  to 
*'  infpire  into  all  our  Scholars  ;  and  this  proves  the 
"  Glory  and  Security  of  our  Society.  We  have 
*'  long  taken  notice,  that  the  Knowledge  of  the 
"  Sciences  ferves  to  no  other  Purpofe  than  to  fwell 
'*  the  Minds  of  thofe  who  pofTefs  them.  They 
"  have  done  infinite  Prejudice  to  the  Jefuits,  and 
"  to  the  Court  of  Rofne.  Moft  of  thofe  among  the 
*'  Laity  efpecially,  who  are  diftinguifhed  by  their 

«  Abilities, 
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Abilities,  havcfignalized  themfelves  by  fome  In- 
vedive  levelled  at  our  Society.  Thuanus  has  ftig- 
matized  it  in  many  Parts  of  his  Hiftory.  Pafquier 
has  gone  ftill  greater  Length  in  his  Enquiries, 
How  greatly  has  Pafcal^  Saci^  and  all  the  Ancho- 
rites of  Port-royal y  dffr.  injured  it  ?  Such  are  the 
pernicious  Confequences  which  arife  when  the 
Laity  apply  themfelves  to  found  Learning.  If 
all  the  Perfons  in  queftion  had  been  as  ignorant 
as  thofe  who  are  educated  in  our  Schools,  they 
would  never  have  taken  it  into  their  Heads 
to  write  againft  us,  nor  to  attack  the  Chriftian 
Religion  by  injuring  our  Society.  As  therefore  it 
is  for  the  Interefl:  of  Religion,  and  of  our  Society, 
to  have  the  Sciences  under-valued,  can  you  won- 
der at  our  inveighing  fo  ftrongly  againft  every- 
thing that  bears  the  Name  of  Modern  Philofophy  ? 
Befides,  this  is  what  our  greateft  Enemies  teach. 
The  Profcflbrs  of  Eloquence  explain  in  their  Col- 
leges the  Writings  oi  Des  Cartes  ^zxxAMallebranche 
was  one  of  that  Philofopher's  moft  zealous  Dif- 
ciples.  We  are  refolved  not  to  bear  the  leaft  Si- 
militude to  Perfons,  all  whofe  A£tions  we  endea- 
vour to  blacken  :  We  have  the  moft  juft  Reafons 
to  hate  Des  Cartes ;  all  the  Anchorites  of  Port^ 
Royal  were  his  Followers  ;  and,  during  a  certain 
UmGyCartefians^J anfeniJls^2iX\d  Anti-Jefuits^  were 
fynonymous  Words.  As  Nicole  was  one  of  the 
Authors  of  the //rf  of  Think ing^v/ould  it  be  natural 
for  us  to  own  that  Ari/lotle\  Logic  is  not  perfed^  ? 
In  doing  this  wefhould  applaud  one  of  our  moft 
dangerous  Enemies ;  this  would  be  owning,  that 
it  was  pofTible  for  a  valuable  Book  to  come  out  of 
Port- Royal \  and  wepublickly  maintain  a  contrary 
Opinion.  Our  Father  Bouhours  endeavour'd  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  Power  to  prove^that  all  the  Authors  of 

*<  Port 
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««  Port-Royal  were  unskill'd  in  the  FrenchTongyiQ ; 
««  but  the  Public  were  fo  obftinate  as  not  to  believe 
«  him." 

/  am  of  Opinion,   Reverend  Father y  fays  I,  that 
Father  Bouhours'j  De/ign  was  as  chimerical,  as  that 
of  proving  that  the   Germans  cannot  pojfibly   have 
Wit,      This  would  make  me  fufpe£fy  that  the  Books 
which  fame  learned  Men  of  that  Nation  have  writ 
againji  the  Jefuits^  are  almcji  as  valuable  as  thofe  of 
the  Gentlemen  of  Port-Royal,  fmce  they  were  treated 
much  after  the  fame  Manner.     But  now  we  are  talk- 
ing of  Books  of  polite  Literature,  fays  I,  pray  inform 
me  in  what  Manner  you  injlru6l  your  Pupils  in  them  ? 
*'  As  this  Study,  replied  the  Jefuit,  is  not  as  dange- 
*'  rous  as  that  of  Philofophy,  we  explain  to  them 
*'  th^Greek  and  Roman  Authors:  and,  at  the  fame 
'*  time,  endeavour  to  giye  them  a  better  Relifh  for 
*'  the  Poets  than  for  the  Hiftorians  and  Orators." 
Wherefore,  replied  I,  do  you  a£f  in  this  Manner  ? 
*'  This,  continued  he,  is  likewife  of  ufe  to  our  So- 
<«  ciety  and  the  Chriftian  Religion.     A  Man,  who 
''  at  his  leaving  College,  fpends  the   Remainder  of 
*'  his  Life  in  reading  the  Works  of  Horace,  Virgil^ 
«  Catullus^  Ovid,   Juvenal,  ^c.   is   no  ways   in 
"  danger  of  becoming  a  Heretic  ;  nor  to  leave  the 
"  pleafing  Entertainments  thofe  Poets   give,  to  pe- 
*'  rufe  Authors  of  a  dangerous  and  feducing  Kind. 
*'  If,  after  having  ftudied  the  X^//;?  Poets,  they  a p- 
*'  ply  themfelves  to  thofe  among  the  French,  as 
*«  Corneille,  Racine,  la  Fontaine,  Molliere,  and  an 
*'  hundred  more,  thefe  will  not   make  them  Ene- 
*'  mies  either  to  our   Society,  or  to  the  Court  of 
*'  Rome,     But  fhould  he  delight   in   ftudying   the 
*•  Hiftorians,  after  having  perufed  Thucydides,  Xe- 
*'  nophon,  Livy,   Salujl^  t^c,  he  then   will  not  fail 
*'  to  read  Thuanus,  d'  Auhigne,  Mezerai,  Puffen^ 
*'  dcrffy  Bayle^  Rapin  Thoyras^  ^c,   and,    in  this 

"  cafe, 
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«  cafe,  to  what  Dangers  will  he  not  be  expofed  ? 
<«  What  Impreflions  may  he  not  receive  from  th« 
*«  Perufal  of  fuch  dangerous  Writers  ?  The  Hiftory 
«'  written  by  77;«^«//j  is,  fingly,  capable  of  infpit- 
'«  ing  a  Horror  for  the  Jefuits;  and  to  root  out, 
«'  in  the  moil  prejudiced  Mind,  the  Prepofleflions 
<«  imbibed  during  ten  Years  fpent  in  our  Colleges, 
<'  It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  to  obviate  this  Inconve- 
«'  nience  as  much  as  poffible,  our  Society  has  writ 
"  a  great  number  of  Books,  \n  which  Truth  is  dif- 
«'  played  in  its  utmoft  Luftre.  But  then,  the  Jan- 
'«  femjis  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Protcflants  on 
"  the  other;  and,  what  is  worfe,  a  great  number 
"  of  Molinijh^  who  call  themfelves  faithful  Royal- 
"  ifts,  have  inveighed  fo  much  againft  the  Books  in 
''  queftion,  that  they  have  quite  ruined  the  Credit 
*'  of  them,  except  with  regard  to  thofe  devout 
"  Perfons  whom  we  dire(ft ;  and  to  whom  we  pre- 
"  fcribe  the  Perufal  of  them,  as  an  Antidote  againft 
"  the  Slanders  of  our  Enemies.  For  Things  are 
"  carried  to  fo  great  a  Height  in  this  Particular,  that, 
"  in  the  Opinion  of  many  Perfons,  Maimhourg 
"  and  Lnpojior,  Jouvenci  and  Liar^  are  fynonymous 
•'  Terms."  /  will  own^  Reverend  Father^  fays  I 
to  the  Jefuit,  that  I  meet  with  many  Perfons  who  are 
cf  the  fame  Opinion.   But  luere  they  not  in  the  right? 

"  And  Maimhourg Maimhourg^  replied  the 

"  ^f-fa'^U  is  vallly  accurate  ;  and  People  begin  to 
"  lay  afide  the  difadvantageous  Opinion  they  had 
"  entertained  of  him.  It  is  an  undoubted  Fa6t,  that 
*'  the  Falfitits  with  which  that  Writer  has  been  fo 
'*  flrongly  charged,  ought  jullly  to  be  Lud  to  the 
"  Charge  of  liis  Adverfaries.  Two  hundred  Years 
"  hence  liis  Authority  will  no  doubt  be  of  great 
<<  Weight,  and  it  then  will  be  feen  what  Ufe  our 
*'  our  Society  will  make  of  his  Works." 

I  Obferving, 
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Obfervlng,  Friend  Ifaac^    that  the  Jefuit  took 

Fire,  and  defended  with  great  Zeal  all  the  Hiftori- 

ans  of  the  Society,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  in- 

fift  any  longer  on  the  little  Credit  that  ought  to  be 

given  to  them.     I  only  asked,  what  could  be  the 

Reafon  why  the  Jefuits  did  not  endeavour  to  give 

their  Pupils  an  advantageous  Idea  of  Tully^  and  the 

eft   of  the  Orators  ?     "  We  have  taken  Notice, 

'  faid  he,  that  all  in  general  called  Gentlemen  of 

'  the  Long  Robe,  Prefidents,  Counfeliors,  Advo- 

«  cates,  ^c,  have  an  utter  Difmclination  to  our 

'  Society.      The   Study   of  Eloquence   generally 

'  leads  a  Man  to  the  Bar ;    and,  the  Inftant  he 

'  has  formed  a  Refolution  to  devote  himfelf  to  it, 

'  he  entertains  a  thoufand  Whimiies,  to  which  he 

*  gives  the  odious  Name  of  Privileges  of  tht  Clergy ^ 
'  and  Liberties  of  the  GalUcan  Church  ;  and  de- 
'  votes  himfelf  entirely  to  raife  the  Glory  of  the 
'  parliaments,  the  mortal  Enemies  to  the  Society 
'  and  Court  of  Roine.  For  this  Reafon  we  would 
'  not  permit  our  Pupils  to  read  Cicero's  Works,  if 
'  we  were  not  absolutely  forced  to  it.     To  lefTen 

*  the  Credit  of  them  as  much  as  lies  in  our  Power, 
'  we  beftow  the  higheft  Encomiums  on  certain 
«  oratorical  Difcourfes,  written  by  fome  of  the 
'  Fathers  of  our  Society,  which,  having  nothing 
'  in  common  with  the  Eloquence  of  the  Bar,  re- 
'  femble  very  much  the  bright  Sallies  of  the  Ita- 
'  Han  Poets."  Tou  are  always  harping  upon  Poetry, 
eplied  I  to  the  Jefuit ;  for  which  Reafon  I  do  not 

wonder  that  your  Pupils  J})ould  be  fo  fond  of  the  Stage^ 
upon  which  t  hey  are  to  reprefentyour  Tragedies.  I  even 
conceive  that  you  are  very  much  in  the  right  to  employ 
them  in  that  manner :  for  it  is  certain  that,  fo  long 
as  they  /hall  fet  thefnfelves  up  for  Players,  they  will 
never  take  it  into  their  heads  to  write  an^  Books  which 
may  prejudice  your  Society. 

I  What 


Let.  193-     T'/S^  Jewish  Spy.  313 

What  Idea  wilt  thou  entertain,  dear  Ifaac^  of  a 
Set  of  People,  among  whom  fuch  Perfons  as  are 
defigned  for  the  chief  Employments  of  the  State, 
after  fpending  ten  Years  at  School,  have  acquired 
no  other  Talent  in  it,  but  the  trifling  one  of  being 
able  to  declaim  fome  tragic  Scene  ?  What  a  wife 
Nation  mufi:  that  be,  in  which  the  Magiflrate  is  e- 
ducated  after  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Player  and 
Tumbler  ?  where  all  the  Knowledge  that  a  Noble- 
man has  of  the  Liberties  of  his  Country,  confiits  in 
what  he  had  learned  from  the  reading  of  Corneillc  ; 
where  the  Gentleman  and  coniiderable  Tradefnian 
knows  no  more  of  Hiftory  than  what  he  is  tau2;ht 
from  the  Compilations  of  Mariana^  and  fome  other 
Hiftorian  among  the  Jefuits ;  where  the  ftudiouij 
Man  forms  his  J^ibrary  of  the  Orations  of  Force  the 
Jefuit,  Father  du  Perccaus  Poems  ;  and,  what  is 
worfe,  of  the  Trcvoux  JouniaU  !  What  Glcr}-  may 
not  fuch  a  Nation  hope  to  acquire,  in  a  very  fliort 
time,  by  fuch  Aids  as  the  above-mentioned?  '  l^o  be 
fcrious,  worthy  Ifaac^  I  fhould  pity  the  French  very 
much,  if  tlie  Prejudices  Vv'hich  they  imbibe  in  the 
Colleges  of  the  Jefuits  were  not  balanced  by  the  o-ood 
Education  v/hich  are  beftowed  en  great  Numbers  of 
Perfons  in  other  Colleges,  directed  by  Preceptors  of 
the  fineft  Abilities. 

Farewel,  dear  Ifaac^  live  contentjd   and  happy  • 
and  expctfl  me  llionly. 

Paris,   the ^ 


Vol.  V.  P  L  E  T- 
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LETTER     CXCIV. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  On  is,   a  Cara- 
ite^    formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conftantinople. 

T  Spent  a  whole  Day,  dear  Ifaac^  without  employ. 
-*-  ing  a  fingle  Moment  in  any  thing  ufeful  :  I 
could  almoft  be  tempted  to  fay,  that  I  pafTed  a  Day 
•without  thinking,  or  perceiving  that  I  was  inform- 
ed with  a  Soul  capable  of  refltciing. 

Chevalier  ds  Maifm  propofed  to  me,  laft  Week, 
for  us  to  go  and  dine  with  a  Nobleman,  a  Friend 
of  his.  He  Is  a  very  good-natured  Man^  lays  he, 
he  loves  Mirth  and  good  Chear.  His  Manner  of 
Thinkings  indeed^  does  not  agree  very  luell  luith  yours ; 
hut  we  do  not  always  meet  with  ziife  Men  and  Phllo- 
fophers.  A  Man  Jhould  fuit  hhnjelf  as  zvell  as  he  can 
to  all  forts  of  Chara^ers^  and  make  the  beft  Advan- 
tage of  them  pofftble.  ,  Aft  as  I  do -y  I  endeavour  to 
reap  Advantage  by  my  Acquaintance  tvlth  all  Men, 
Something  ufeful  may  be  found  in  every  one  of  them.  A 
Coxcomb  is  fometimes  pojjejfed  of  Virtues  unknown  to 
7nany  of  the  Literati.  Seduced  by  thefe  fpecious 
Words,  I  let  him  take  me  to  the  young  Nobleman's 
hi  queftion.  It  was  half  an  hour  after  One  when  we 
got  there.  Is  the  Count  up  f  fays  Chevalier  de  Maifm, 
He  is  not^  Sir,  replied  a  Valet-de-Chambre,  who 
carried  us  into  his  Mafter's  Apartment.  We  found 
him  in  Bed  ;  and  his  Chamber  would  have  been  quite 
dark,  had  it  not  been  for  a  few  Rays  of  Light  that 
darted  through  the  Shutters.  Surprized  at  the 
Gloom,  I  naturally  imagined,  that  the  Ferfon  who 

was 
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was  in  Bed  at  ^;ich  an  Hour  was  Tick;  and  accor- 
dingly was  going  to  i\cp  back,  when  a  weak,  effe- 
minate Voice,  which  could  fcarce  pierce  through  the 
Curtains,  broke  into  the  following  Sounds.  Is  it 
you,  dear  Chevalier  ?  fa  id  he.  /  went  to  Bed  at 
Five  this  Morni?7g  -,  lue  drank  like  Fijhes.  Shotdd  I 
go  on  in  this  JVay,  it  will  he  impojjiblc  for  me  to  hold 
it  long. — Tou  are  a  Debauchee y  replied  the  Cheva- 
lier ;  you  ruin  ycur  Health,  and  will  one  Day  regret 
your  having  been  fo  prodigal  of  it. — JVhat  a  poor 
Creature  you  are.  Chevalier?  replied  the  Count.  / 
do  not  fet  up  for  a  Philofopher,  as  you  do.  I  make 
ufe  of  Life,  and  fo  let  luhat  zvill  happen.  The  new 
Afire f:,  who  performs  the  Part  f/'Egle,  fnpped  with 
us  laji  Night,  By  my  Life  J})e's  an  enchanting  Crea- 
ture, and  takes  off  her  Glafs  of  Champaign  like  any 
jovial  Bacchanal.  TVe  certainly  have  played  the 
Public  a  very  fcurvy  Trick,  for  Pm  mijiaken  if  jhe 
will  not  be  hocrfe  to  night.  But  we  mud  go  to  the 
Opera  and  clap  her :  I  really  JJyall  be  very  forry  Jhould 
our  la/l  Night's  Debauch  do  her  the  leaji  Prejudice. 

During  all  this  Difcourfe  the  Curtains  continued 
undrawn.  The  Chevalier  had  not  yet  fpoke  to  his 
Friend  about  me  ;  and  finding  he  did  not  ofter  to  get 
up,  1  bring  you,  fays  he,  a  Perfon  for  whotn  I  have  th0 
great cjl  Love  end  Ejhem,  and  therefore  mv.^ft  bring  you 
acquainted — "  Who  is  that  adorable  Pcrlon,  replied 
•'  the  Count,  for  whom  I  already  feel  the  ftrongcft 
*'  Senfations  of  Tendernefs  ?  Where  is  he  ?  let  me 
*'  embrace  him  !  "  Saying  thefe  WorJs,  the  pert 
Coxcomb  threw  the  Curtains  open  ;  and,  half-naked, 
flung  himfelf  out  of  Bed  upon  the  Floor —  "  Corns 
<'  hither,  dear  Sir,  Jays  he  to  ine,  let  me  allure  yoa 
"  that  no  Perfon  in  the  World  can  be  more  your 
**  Servant  than  I  am." — Saying  thefe  Words,  he 
feemed  to  be  feized  with  a  violent  Fit  of  the  Vapours, 
when  ringing  for  his  Servants,  two  Valet-de-Cham- 
P  2  brcs 
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bres  came  up  Immediately,  one  with  his  Night" 
gown,  and  the  other  with  his  Slippers.  The  In- 
itant  he  had  taken  them,  he  flew  to  me  with  open 
Arms,  hugged  me  five  or  fix  times,  and  almoft 
tcok  my  Breath  away.  **  I  am  infinitely  obliged, 
'*  fayi  he^  to  the  Chevalier,  for  procuring  me  the 
*'  Pleafure  of  your  Acquaintance.  Have  you  been 
*'   long  in  Paris  ?  " — /  carne^   fays   I  to  him,  from 

England "  So,   ho,  continued  the   Fop  ;    you 

"  are  an  EngVijhynan^  I  warrant  you.  Ods  my  Life, 
"  vour  Countrymen  are  Men  of  deep  Thought. 
"  I  am  told  that  you  have  a  great  many  Genius's 
*'  among  you  :  but  Burgundy  and  Chatnpaign  are 
*'  vaftly  dear  in  England.  It  is  my  Opinion  that  they 
*'  Jofe  their  Strength  in  crofiing  the  Sea.  Are  your 
"*'  Tippling- houfes  in  the  Viih^ges  round  London 
"  as  gay  and  fmiling  as  thofe  about  Paris?  " — •— 
/  am   not  an  Enghfhman,   replied  I,   /  was  born  in 

Conftantinople. "  In  Conjiantinople^  fays  the 

"  Fop^  in  Conjiantinople^  fay  you  ?  It  is  a  moft  de- 
"  hghtful  City.  I  am  told  that  the  VVcm.en  there 
*'  are  exquifitely  beautiful.  There  are  Circajftans 
«'  in  that  City,  whofc  Charms  would  eclipfe  thofe 
*'  of  our  Opera  Songfters.  How  many  Miftrefles 
<«  has  the  Grand  Signior  in  his  Seraglio?  "  That^ 
replies  I,  nobody  can  tell  but  the  chief  black  Eunuchs. 
i— ,"  Eunuchs, y^_>'5  the  Count ;  thofe  Wretches  are  io 
"  m-any  barbarous  Goalers  to  the  poor  Women. — 
"  The  Grand  Signior  muft  be  a  tyrannical  fort  of  a 
<'  Mafter!  He  muft  have  things  enough  to  amufe 
*'  him,  or  I  am  hugely  miftaken.  Yet  it  is  my 
««  Opinion,  that,  fpite  of  the  great  number  of  his 
'«  She-favourites,  he  muft  fometimes  be  quite  tired 
«'  with  himfelf.  He  has  noldca  of  what  we  call  ddi- 
"  cate  Parties  of  Pleafure^  charming  Suppers^  and 
'<  engaging  Company.  He  is  for  ever  fhut  up  in  his 
"  Seraglio  with  his  Fair-ones,  like  a  Cock  with 

'«  his 
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«^  his  Hens.  When  he  fups  with  any  of  his  dar- 
"  ling  MiftrefTes,  do  they  enliven  the  Entertain- 
^^  ment  with  a  Song  ?  I  fancy  not.  They  are  as 
"  melancholy  together  as  a  couple  of  Watch-tapers. 
<'  The  Otto??inn  Emperor  eats  a?  foberly  with  hi5 
«'  Sultana,  as  tlie  Tradefman  of  ^9/.  Doinls-Jirect 
*«   does  with  his  Wife. 

//  is  verj  difficult,  fays  I,  to  know  any  thing  trnnf- 
aded  in  the  Seraglio.  The  rnoji  indifferent  A.'^ions 
are  there  ccncealed  under  the  Veil  of  Secrecy  and  Dif- 
cretiori.  It  is  even  dangerous  to  pry  into  the  Intrigu.s 
carrying  on  there^  Juch  a  Curiofiiy  being  often  punijlocd 

with  the  utmoft  Rigour. "  It  is  different, /^V^ 

«*  the  Count,  in  France.  In  that  Country  a  Perfoii 
"  mav,  without  running  any  Danger,  enquire  into 
*'  the  Intrigues  of  the  Court.  H'  you  pleafe,  Til 
*'  give  you  a  Lift  of  all  thofe  carried  on  in  it  ever 
*'  fince'  the  Beginning  of  this  Year.  You  fliali 
*'  take  this  Lift  to  Confantinople-,  and  be  allured 
"  that  it  will  include  a  great  number  of  curious 

**  Particulars." What  are  you  thinking  of   dear 

Count.,  interrupted  Chevalier  de  Maifin  with  a  Smile  : 
before  this  Gentleman  reaches  his  native  Country^  your 
Lift  would  be  as  ufelefs  as  laji  Tcar''s  Almanack  ;  and 
you  might  have  made  ten  neiu  ones  by  that  time.  *'  Ods 
**  heart,  fays  my  Coxcomb.,  to  make  fuch  a  Lift  of 
*'  ufe,  it  ought  to  be  renewed  twice  or  thrice  a 
**^  Week,  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  News-Paper. 

During  all  this  Tittle-tattle,  two  Valets-de- 
chambre  were  drefiing  the  Count  ;  the  one  was 
putting  on  his  Stockings,  the  other  buckling  his 
Shoes;  and  I  was  furprized  that  a  Man,  to  whom 
Providence  had  indulged  the  ufe  of  all  his  Limbs, 
fhould  fufler  himfelf  to  be  drefied  as  though  he 
were  a  Doll.  1  imagined  that  I  favv  a  gigantic  Doll, 
which  a  Painter  was  cloathing  in  a  French  Drefs. 
IP'as  this  Fop^  fa)s  I  to  myfelf,  affii£led  ivith  the 

P  3  Pc^lfey, 
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Palfey^  he  would  think  hl?ufi;lf  very  uJihappy^  and 
ivjuld  be  for  cvir  bcmcaning  himfclf^  for  being  denied 
the  Ufe  of  his  Limbs  ;  and  yet  he  aSfs  in  the  very  fame 
Mariner  as  if  he  was  deprived  of  them.  It  muji  be 
confeffed  that  Grandeur  and  State^  which  confft  in 
not  making  ife  of  one's  Hands ^  is  as  ridiculous  as  that 
which  endeavours  to  create  a  Contempt  for  the  Sciences, 
In  order  for  a  PerfoH  to  affiwie  the  Behaviour  of  a 
Nobleman^  he  imift  7nake  but  a  half  ufe  of  his  Limbs 
and  of  his  Genius. 

My  Aftonifhment  was  foon  interrupted  by  the 
Orders  which  the  Count  gave  for  ferving  up  Din- 
ner. They  were  pundually  obeyed,  fo  that  a  Mo- 
ment after  we  fat  down  at  Table,  there  v/a*  a  moft 
elegant  Entertainment,  and  every  Diih  was  finely 
drefled  j  and  yet  he  did  not  like  any  of  them.  One 
was  too  infipid,  and  another  too  high  feafoned : 
and  he  was  for  ever  asking  my  Opinion  about  them. 
I  praifed  every  one,  but  my  Applaufe  was  afcribed 
to  Civihty.  In  ihort,  among  thefe  various  Ra- 
gouts, there  was  one  that  pleafed  the  Count.  It 
was  really  finely  tafled  ;  but  it  was  compofed  of 
fifty  Sorts  of  Viands  of  different  Kinds,  and  was  a 
mortal  Poifon,  but  exquifite  to  the  Palate.  Is  it 
fcfpible^  fays  1  to  myfelf,  that  a  Man  Jhould  pay  fo 
high  a  Price  for  Dijhes  that  are  fo  prejudicial  to  his 
Health  ;  and  defpife  all  fuch  as  are  dreffed  in  fo 
plain  a  Manner  as  cannot  hurt  it.  The  Count  did 
all  that  lay  in  his  Power  to  make  me  eat  as  heartily 
?.s  himfelf  of  that  Ragout.  "  Eat  heartily  of  this, 
"  faid  he  to  me  every  Moment  \  this  is  the  only  tole- 
*'  rable  Difli  that  has  been  ferved  up.  I  fee  plainly, 
*'  continued  he.,  that  you  feldom  eat  Dinners,  You 
*'  Jcecp  your  Appetite  for  Supper.  This  is  a(5ting 
*'  like  a  Man  of  Senfe,  Day-light  is  impertinent 
"  at  Meals  ;  and  it  is  only  by  the  Light  of  Wax- 
*'  tapers  that  one  can  tafte  that  delicious  Joy  whicii 

*'  forms 
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«  forms  the  very  Soul  of  Entertainments.  But  you 
«'  fhall  drink  a  Glafs  or  two  of  Cha?npa'ign,  after 
cc  which  vvc  will  move  off  to  the  Play  :  and  then 
w'  go  and  fup  with  the  new  Aarefs.  I  have  ordered, 
"  the  Moment  the  Opera  is  done,  fuch  an  Enier- 
<«  tainment  to  be  fent  to  her  Lodgings  as  may  make 
«'  amends  for  our  bad  Dinner.  " 

I  would  gladly,  dcar//?/^r,  have  avoided  the  Pro- 
nofal  which  the  Count  made  me,  but  unhappily  I  was 
the  Viaim  to  the  French  Politenefs.  I  w^as  forced, 
(plte  of  myfelf,  to  run  the  Hazard  of  injurmg  mv 
Health  ;  2nd  to  follow,  a  whole  Day,  a  Way  ot 
Life  eniirely  different  from  that  1  was  ufed  to.  1 
was  now  got  to  the  Play-houfe,  with  my  Fop  and 
Chevalier  de  Mmfin,  I  was  going  into  a  Box,  but 
the  former,  feizing  me  by  the  Hand,  asked  me, 
with  an  Air  of  Surprize,  whither  I  intended  to  go  ? 
1  am  goings  replied  I,  to  get  into  fome  Place  where 

I  may  hear  the  Play  without  being  interrupted.- 

**  What  are  you  thinking  of,  replied  the  Count  f 
««  We  are  to  hzve  Alithridates  ;  it  is  an  old  Trage- 
"  dy  that  has  been  played  thefe  fifty  Years.   Horrid  I 
*'  It  i^  like  one  of  tlie  Pieces  aaed  in  Henry  the 
*'  Fourth's  Days.     Come  into  the  Green-room  -, 
«'  we'll  chat  with  thofe  Girls."     I  again  obey'd  my 
Coxcomb,  though  with  great  Relua-ance.   The  Mo- 
ment we  came  into  the  Green-room  he  flew  to  the 
Aarefs  who  was  to  play  the  Part  of  Monimia.     She 
was  dreffed  for  the  Stage  ;    and,  according  to  Cu- 
ftom,   was  come  to  beg  fome  Compliments,  and  la- 
vifli  awav  a  few  Glances/  **  So,  lovely  Gaujjin.fays 
"  he  to  her,   we  fhall  have  the   Pleafure  of  hearmg 
"  you  to  night.      The  Town  would  be  very  unjuft 
'*  to  regret  poor  la  Couvreur ;  you  are  v^orth  an  hun- 
"  dred'^fuch  AarefVcs.     This  I    declare   publickly 
^'  everv  Day  ;  and   have  the  Pleafure  to  find  that 
^        ^  P  4  ''all 
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*'  all  Perfons  of  Tafte  are  of  my  Opinion."  The 
AtSlrefs,  charmed  with  thefe  Words,  thanked  the 
Count,  and  repaid  his  Compliments  by  two  or  three 
Glances,  to  the  Power  of  which  he  was  no  ways  in- 
fenfible.  He  flirugged  up  his  Shoulders,  fmiled,  took 
two  or  three  Pinches  of  Snuff,  turned  his  Head, 
kiflcd  the  A^lrefs's  Hand,  cut  a  Caper,  fpoke  two 
or  three  Words ;  and  all  this  in  fo  {hort  a  Time, 
that  none  but  a  Fop  could  run  through  fo  much  in 
fo  few  Minutes.  In  the  mean  time  the  Adrefs  was 
forced  to  go  and  play  her  Part.  Scarce  was  flie  got 
out  of  the  Green-room,  when  the  Count,  coming 
up  to  me,  fpoke  thus  with  a  very  ferious  Air,  and 
a  moft  charitable  Tone  of  Voice;  "  It  is  good  to 
*'  encourage  young  Beginners.  That  poor  Girl  is 
*'  a  very  indifferent  Adlrefs,  and  is  no  more  like 

''  la  C Guvr eurth^in .     The  Stage  has  had  an 

*'  irretrievable  Lofs.  And  indeed,  ever  fince  that 
*'  Time,  I  have  always  been  fond  of  the  Opera, 
**  fo  that  I  come  here  very  feldom.  But  now 
*'  I  am  talking  of  the  Opera,  it  is  time  for  us  to  go 
"  thither.  I  want  to  hear  the  Duet  in  the  fifth  A^. 
**  Come,  let  us  fly  thither."  As  my  Fop  warbled 
thefe  laft  Words,  he  ran  widi  fuch  Speed  that  I 
could  fcarce  overtake  him;  and  when  we  v/ere  got 
into  the  Street,  he  was  ftiil  finging.  1  imagined  he 
would  leave  off  when  wc  vv^ere  got  into  the  Coach  ; 
but  he  went  on,  and  had  not  left  off  when  v/e  ar- 
rived at  the  Opera  houfe.     '*  What  A6t  are  they 

*'   in  ?  fays  he  to  the  Box-keeper. In  the  thirds 

^'  Sir,  replied  he.  In  the  third,  fays  he,  zoons,  in 
"  the  third  !  what  a  confounded  long  time  mult  we 
*'  wait  before  we  hear  the  Duet.  Come,  come 
*'  away  to  the  Green  room."  And  now,  to  engage 
me  to  follow  him,  he  began  to  iing  (as  he  walked, 
or  rather  danced  3) 

In 
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In  this  bhjl  Place  let' i  feek  for  Peace ; 

The  Smiles  and  Sports  zvill  us  attend. 
Who  feek  for  Joys^  will  find  Increafe 

Of  Joys  refi?i'd^  that  know  no  End, 

*'  My  dear  Conjlantlnopolitan^  fays  he,  fqueezing 
my  Hand, 

'77j  here  Felicity  fupreme  refidcs  ; 

Here  Plcafurcs  flow  in  never-ccafmg  Tides, 

«*  Here  a  Man,  without  being  the  Grand  Signlor, 
*'  may,  for  ten  Piftolcs,  chufe  any  Heauty  whom  he 
"  has  a  mind  to  diliinguilh  by  throwing  her  the 
*'  Handkerchief.  You  cannot  conceive  how  ad- 
"  vantageous  tl.e  Opera  is,  for  thofe  who  dehght  in 
*'  rprightly,  eafv  PJeafures. "  Saying  thcfe  Word;, 
he  found  himfelf,  unexpetStedly,  in  the  midfl:  of 
ten  or  twelve  A  (Sire  (Tes,  when  a  frefh  Gaiety  fpread 
immediately  over  his  whole  Countenance.  He  did 
not  now  aflame  the  tender  Air  which  he  had  put 
on  in  the  Play-lioufe,  but  difcovered  in  every  Part 
of  him,  the  frcdicfom,  wanton,  hair-brain'd  De- 
bauchee  '-''  Flow  goes  it,  my  Girl,  y^j'j    he  ty 

one  of  thofe  fefnalc  Singers.  How  long  is  it  fince 
you  faw  the  Marqulfs  ?  I  fancy  he's  a  Rover: 
Will  you  fup  with  us  this  Evening  ?  Depend 
upon  it  he  will  not  be  jealous.  Be  aflured  that 
"  nothing  immodeft  will  be  offered.  Nothing  but 
Cha?7ipaign  flows  among  us ;  nothing  more,  upon 
"  m.y  Honour.  I  grow  more  prudent  every  Day, 
"  and,  I  really  believe,  more  devout."  He  did  not 
wait  for  any  Anfwer  to  thefe  Words,  but  flew  to 
another  Singer.  "  Are  you  there,  charming  Gcr- 
'*  ?nain^  fays  he  ivith  an.  Air  of  Surprize.  I  was  af- 
"  fured  that  you  liad  taken  a  Trip  to  England. 
P  5  ''  To 
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To  what  ftrange  Lengths  will  Slander  go,  and 
how  much  is  Virtue  fometimes  expofed  !  And, 
indeed,  I  was  furprized  that  the  wileiS/.  Ger?nam, 
the  chalk  St,  Ger?nain^  fhould  be  ^o  imprudent  as 
to  follow  to  London  a  hair-brain'd  Fellow,  who 
poflibly  would  not  have  cjriied  her  thither,  but 
have  dropped  her  by  the  Way.  This  would  have 
been  uncharitable.  There  is  no  great  Harm  in 
choufing  the  Englljl-j  of  their  Guineas  when  they 
are  in  Paris  \  but  furely  they  ought  to  efcapc  be- 
ing duped  in  their  own  Country." 
My  Fopling  feemed  very  much  inclined  to  carry 
on  his  Jokes;  and  would  not  have  left  off  fo  Toon, 
had  not  the  Actrefs  at  whofe  Lodgings  he  was  to 
fup,  come  into  the  Green-room.  He  flew  to  her 
inftantly.  "  Lovely  Mgle,  fays  he^  I  am  come  to 
*'  clap  you.  You  are  the  Delight  of  all  who  fee 
*'  and   hear   you.     They  are  enchanted  with  your 

'''  Voice,  and  inflamed   by  your  Eyes. 1  have 

^*  ordered  a  large  Quantity  of  Champaign.  I'll 
*'  take  you  in  m.y  Berlin  as  foon  as  the  Opera  is 
•■'  over."  The  female  Singer  accepted  the  Count's 
Offer  with  Pleafure ;  and  the  Moment  fiie  had 
<ione  her  Part  upon  the  Stage,  the  Count,  the  Fair- 
one,  Chevalier  de  Malfm  and  myfelf,  all  fet  out  in 
order  to  go  to  Supper.  The  firft  Converfation 
-which  paffed  at  Table,  turned  upon  Operas  and  Mu- 
fic ;  but  it  was  foon  fucceeded  by  others  of  a  diffe- 
jent  Strain  ;  and  the  Intrigues  of  the  A^^refles  and 
Singers  were  the  only  Topic.  I  heard  the  Stories 
of  ten  Gallants  who  had  been  ruined,  of  thirty  who 
had  been  betrayed,  of  forty  who  had  been  fo  weak 
as  to  imagine  their  Miftreffes  had  really  loved  them ; 
and  of  fifty  who  had  been  rejeded  with  Scorn  be- 
caufe  their  Circumffances  were  not  flourifhing  e- 
nough. 

After 
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After  they  had  gone  through  the  Chronicle  of 
Intrigues,  a  Propofal  was  made  for  a  Song.  I  was 
delighted  with  the  Motion, and  accordingly  flattered 
myfelf  that  I  fhould  hear  fome  of  thofe  admirable 
Airs  which  Bacchus  and  the  Mufes  dictated  to  excel- 
lent Poets :  but  my  Joy  was  not  long  lived  ;  for  in- 
ilead  of  hearing  Songs  in  the  Tafte  of  thofe  of  Ana^ 
creon^  ol  ^appho^oi  Voiture^  o^  M^dzm  cies  Hoi^Ii^reSy 
and  of  Coulange^  my  Ears  were  Itunned  with  a 
F'lood  of  low  Ballads,  in  the  Tafte  of  Chickens  and 
Sparroiugrafs^  Wipe  \Qur  Nofe^  i3*c.  "  Thefe  are 
*'  fine  Snngs,  fays  the  Count  to  ?ue^  over  a  Glafs. 
"  Elegant  People  don't  love  your  Lu/fy*s  long  Songs, 
"  in  two  or  three  Parts ;  and  they  now  are  thought 
"  as  obfolete  as  my  Great-Grandmother.  For- 
''  merly  an  Entertainment  always  ufed  to  end  with 
*'  Songs  in  Honour  of  Cupid^  Bacchus^  Irisy  and 
'*  Phil/is  :  but  Thanks  to  the  good  Tafte  that  pre- 
*«  vails,  all  that  old  Stuff"  is  thrown  out  of  Doors. 
"  Perfons  of  good  Breeding  now  declare  univerfally, 
"  with  the  excellent  Author  of  Hurlothrnmbo^  in 
*'  favour  of  All  alive  and  merry. 

Open^  open  quick  the  Door, 
Nymph,  with  Charms  an  cndl%fs  Store. 
'Tis,  7ny  Fair- one,  Tzvclve  at  Night -, 
Show  thine  Eyes  as  Diamonds  bright. 
Waiter,  ^r/«^  Beuf-a- la-mode  ;  ' 
Bring  the  Fare,  a  mighty  Load: 
Let  the  Ham  fuperior  Jhine  ; 
Ham  gives  Gujlo  to  the  Wine  *. 

Judge,  dear  IJaac,  of  the  Aftonifliment  I  was  in. 
Dc  ycu  call  this,  fays  I,  a  polite  Supper  f     What  is 

*Jl/  the  Fops  ufed  to  /-;r,    om  {fill  continue  to  fng,  this 
rUtculous  aihi  impertinent  Song. 

P  6  the 
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the  Tade  of  the  Entertainment  of  Porters  and  com- 
mon Soldiers,  fmce  Perfons  of  Quality  behave  as 
t'ley  ufed  to  do  ?  Were  fuch  amiable  Debauchees  as 
S'.  Evremond  and  Chapelle  to  return  again  into  the 
World,  it  is  my  Opinion  that  they  would  chufe  to 
turn  Anchorites  rather  than  follow  the  prcfent  Mode. 
Our  Feajh^  would  they  fay,  vjere  a  School  for  pO' 
Vijhing  the  Mind\  hut  thofc  of  the  prefent  Jge  are  cal- 
culated only  for  cramming. 

Farewel,  good  Ifaac  ;  may  thy  Life  be  one  con- 
tinued Series  of  Profperity  ;  and  form  to  thyfelf  a 
jult  Idea  of  the  trifling  Life  led  by  Fops  and  Cox- 
combs. 

Paris^  the 
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LETTER     CXCV. 

Jacob  Brito  to  Aaron   Monceca. 

Have  been,  dear  Monceca,  thefe  four  or  five 
Days  in  Malta  ;  and  I  intend  to  leave  it  as  foon 
2S  pofTible,  in  order  to  fail  for  Conflantlnople  \  the 
Captain  whom  I  intend  to  embark  with  waiting 
only  for  a  fair  Wind.  I  fpend  the  little  Time  I 
have  to  ftay  in  this  City,  in  enquiring  into  the  Man- 
ners and  Cuftoms  of  the  Knights. 

They  bear  a  mortal  Enmity  to  all  Perfons  of  our 
Faith.  A  Man  who  is  of  Jewijh  Extraction  is  ne- 
ver admitted  into  their  Ifland.  Their  Averfion  does 
not  flop  here.  Should  a  Gentleman,  whofe  An- 
ceftors  were  formerly  of  their  Order,  marry  a  Wo- 
man who  is  related  to,  or  barely  defcended  from  a 
yewijh  Family  ,  though  (he  were  as  zealous  a  A^^7- 
%areen  as  St.  Vrfula  or  St.  Alde^onda^  her  Children 

would 
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would  never  be  allowed  to  fet  their  Feet  in  Malta, 
Their  Names  are  writ  in  a  Book  called  tijC  Golden 
Book.  Farther,  the  Inftant  a  Family  becomes  Jew^ 
iff)  by  Marriage  ;  or  that  one  who  is  fo  obtains  Let- 
ters Patent  of  Nobility, 'and  fuch  Titles  as  may  af- 
terwards qualify  them  to  be  admitted  into  Maltay 
it  is  inferted  in  the  Regiftcr  of  rejected  Pcrfons,  to 
prevent  any  Inconveniences  which  might  othervvife 
arife  from  their  being  forgot  during  a  long  Courfe 
of  Years.  In  the  Language  of  the  Country,  fuch 
P'amilies  as  fpring  from  Jcivijh  Ancellors  are  called 
yews  from  the  Stefn ;  and  iJiofe  who  are  fo  by- 
Marriage,  Jews  from  the  Venter.  There  are  a 
great  Number  of  ancient  Houfes  in  feveral  Provinces 
of  France-,  Spalmnd  Portugal^  which,  though  they 
have  been  Ncizareen  during  feveral  Ages,  will  yet 
be  never  allowed  to  enter  among  the  Knights  of 
Malta,  becaufe  their  Names  are  writ  in  the  Golden 
Book. 

The  Hatred  which  the  Knights  bear  to  thofe  of 
our  Faith,  arofe  from  llie  Treach.erv  of  a  few^ 
who  occalloned  the  taking  of  the  Ifiand  of  Rhodes^ 
They  once  porielled,  as  thou  knoweify  this  Ifland  ; 
but  loft  it  in  the  Reign  of  Solyman  ths  Magnifi- 
cent, who  poflefied  him felf  of  it.  They  were  lefs 
fuccefsful  againft  that  Emperor  than  againil:  Mahom- 
rned  II.  This  dreadful  -Conqueror,  whole  Arms 
liad  been  always  irrefiftiblc,  attacked  Rhodes  to  no 
purpofe.  In  1480  he  invaded  that  Ifland  with  a 
formidable  Army,  under  the  Command  of  Paleolo- 
gus  the  Bafiiaw.  The  Fleet  appointed  to  carry  over 
this  Army  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  Sail, 
exclufive  of  thofe  appointed  to  carry  the  Baggage, 
(5rV.  Peter  d'  Aubiiffon  Grand- Mafter,  or"  chief 
Knight  of  Rhodes,  defeated  all  this  Force  ;  and  de- 
fended Rhodes  with  fo  much  Valour  and  Prudence, 
that  after  lofmg  tlie  moll    confiderable  Part  of  his 

z  Army, 
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Army,  Paleohgus  the  Bafliaw  was  obliged  to  draw 
ofF  his  Troops.  However,  the  ill  Succefs  which 
Mahomvud  II.  met  with,  did  not  intimidate  ^oly- 
man^  who  laid  Seige  to  that  City  in  1522.  The 
Knights  calling  to  Mind  the  noble  Defence  which 
their  Anceftors  had  made,  and  animated  by  Philip 
yHUers cle  V Ijle  Adam.  Grand-Mafter,  refifted,  with 
the  utmoft  Bravery,  tiie  Attacks  of  the  Enemy. 
However,  their  Courage  did  not  avail,  occafioncd 
by  the  Treafon  of  Andrnv  Amarat^  a  Portuguese, 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Order.  This  Man  bore  a 
mortal  Hatred  to  the  Grand-Mafter,  from  theSup- 
pofition  that  the  laft  mentioned  had  been  raifed  to 
the  higheft  Employment  of  the  Order,  to  his  Pre- 
judice. To  revenge  himfelf  of  his  particular  Ene- 
my, and  of  all  the  Knights  who  had  been  preferred 
before  him,  he  informed  the  Jews^  by  means  of  a 
'Jewijh  Phyfician,  of  the  State  of  the  Place,  and 
the  Debates  of  the  Council,  in  which  he,  by  his 
Emplovment,  had  a  Seat.  This  Treafon  having 
been  difcovercd,  the  Criminals  werepuniflied  ;  how- 
ever, the  Advice  he  had  given  from  Time  to  Time 
was  no  lefs  fatal  to  the  Knights,  they  being  forced 
to  give  up  the  City,  after  making  one  of  the  no- 
bleft  Defences  we  read  of  in  Hiftory. 

This,  dear  Monceca^  is  the  Reafon  why  the 
Knights  of  Malta  have  the  Jeivs  in  fuch  Detefta- 
tion  ;  and  of  the  cruel  Decrees  they  made,  for  ex- 
cluding eternally  from  their  Ifland  all  who  might 
bear  the  leaft  Relation  to  them.  It  is  furprizing 
that,  for  the  Crime  committed  by  a  particular  Per- 
fon,  they  fliould  have  flruck  at  a  confiderable  Num- 
ber of  noble  and  ancient  Families,  who  are  ftrong- 
ly  branded  by  this  Exclufion.  However,  the  Jews 
are  not  punifhed  by  this  Means,  but  xhcNazareensy 
or  rather  thofe  who  for  fake  the  Jewijh  Religion. 
Had  a  Method  been  fought  for,  in  EuropSy  ftill  to 

?,  keep. 
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keep,  in  the  yewljh  Principles,  all  fuch  rich  Fami- 
lies as  might  have  been  influenced  by  Ambition,  a 
more  infallible  Way  could  not  have  been  found, 
than  that  of  fligmatizing,  in  this  Manner,  all  Na- 
zargfns  who  fprung  from  Ifraelites. 

It  v^^as  after  the  taking  of  JerufaUm  by  the  Turks ^ 
that  the  Knights,  then  called  of  St.  'John  ofjcrufa- 
Icm^  had  poiTelled  themfelvcsof  the  Ifland  of  Rhodes 
by  which  Name  they  then  were  called.  Upon 
their  being  obliged  to  quit  it,  Charles  V.  gave  them 
Malta  for  the  Place  of  their  Abode,  where  they 
fortified  themfelves  in  a  fhort  Time,  in  fuch  a  Man- 
ner that  they  were  able  to  refift  the  Attacks  of  their 
Enemies.  It  was  extremely  ncceflary  for  them  to 
iiic  all  the  Precautions  imaginable  J  (or  Solymafiy  en- 
couraged by  the  taking  of  Rhodes^  formed  a  Defign 
to  ht{itgt  Alalia.  In  1566,  Miiftapha^  Bafliaw  of 
Buda^  made  a  Defcent  upon  it ;  but  after  having 
fpent  four  Months  there,  and  loft  upwards  of  twen- 
ty thoufand  Men,  he  drew  off  his  Troops.  The 
Grand  Signiors  ever  fmce  that  Time  have  laid  afide 
all  Thoughts  of  befieging  Alalia  \  and  indeed  it  is 
morally  impoflible  for  them  ever  to  take  it. 

The  Order  of  Malta,  now  fo  flourlfhing 
and  renowned  among  all  the  Nazareens^  rofe  from 
a  very  inconfiderable  Beginning.  Its  Glory  refem- 
bles  pretty  much  that  of  the  ancient  Romans  ;  it 
rifing  on  a  fudden  from  the  Icweil  Origin.  The 
Founder  of  Ro?ne  was  a  young  Man  brought  up  a- 
mong  Shepherds,  who  got  together  feme  Banditti 
and  Vagabonds,  at  whole  Head  he  fethimfelf;  and 
the  Founder  of  the  Knights  of  Malia  was  the  hum- 
ble Inhahitznt  of  Mar ie^ues,  a  little  Town  in  Pro^ 
vefJce^  and  his  Name  John  Bapiijl  Gerard.  He  was 
the  Direiflor  of  an  Hofpital  which  the  Nazareens 
had  founded  in  Jerufalcm^  before  Godfrey  of  Bouillon 
had  pollefled  himfelf  of  it,  and  been  crowned  there. 

When 
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When  the  T^urks  had  been  drove  from  it,  this  Prince 
hearing  of  Gerard's  Humanity  and  Charity,  and 
the  Care  which  the  Perfons  who  were  under  him 
had  taken  of  the  Nazareens^  at  the  Time  that  the 
Egyptian  Caliphs  w^ere  Sovereigns  of  Judea,  thought 
it  would  be  equally  glorious  and  pious  in  him  to  af- 
fift  thofe  who  fpent  their  Lives  in  fuch  good  Works. 
He  accordingly  was  extremely  munificent  to  them, 
gave  them  the  Name  of  Hofpitallers  ;  and  ordered 
them  to  wear  black  Clothes,  on  which  was  a  white 
Crofs,  with  eight  Points,  fuch  as  are  now  worn  by 
the  Knights  of  Malta,  Thefe  Hofpitallers  after- 
wards made  the  three  Vows  common  to  the  Friars 
in  general  ,  j^nd  engaged  themfelves  by  a  fourth,  to 
receive,  to  entertain,  and  defend  all  fuch  A^<r7z^rf^« 
Pilgrims  as  (liould  vifit  Jerufalem.  From  that 
Time  they  began  to  become  military  ;  and  were  of- 
ten obliged  to  fight  for  the  Security  of  the  Roads, 
and  that  of  pious  Travellers.  A  great  many  Per- 
fons of  Diftinction  imagined  that  they  might  enter 
into  the  Order  of  Knights  Hofpitallers,  their  Profef- 
fion  being  very  honourable  ;  fo  that,  by  infenfible 
Degrees,  they  found  themfelves  metamorphofed  into 
Knights.  After  that  the  Na-xaree7is  had  been  drove 
out  of  Jerufalem  by  the  Turks^  they  retired  firft  to 
Jcrc^  and  afterwards  to  the  Kingdom  of  Cyprus^ 
where  an  Afylum.  was  allowed  them  by  Grty  of  Lu- 
ftgnaji^  the  King  of  the  Ifland.  But  now  finding 
themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  attempt  fome  mighty 
Aftion,  and  endeavouring  to  fetcle  themfelves  in  a 
Place  of  v/hich  they  might  enjoy  the  Sovereignty, 
they  attacked  the  Saracens  in  the  Ifland  of  Rhodes ; 
drove  them  from  it  ;  and  continued  there  in  a  flou- 
rifliing  Condition,  till  they  were  forced  to  abandon 
it  to  Mahom-med  II.  and  retire  to  Malta, 

During  a  long  Courfe  of  Years,   all  Perfons  de- 
firous  of  bein^  admitted  into  the  Order,  muft  ex- 
hibit 
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hibit  fuch  Proofs  of  their  Nubility  as  are  required 
by  the  Statutes.  ThtTc  Proofs  confill  in  the  fix- 
teen  Quarters  ;  and  are  the  fame  with  thofe  exhi- 
bited by  the  Monarchs  of  France,  with  regard  to 
the  blue  Ribbon.  When  it  is  found,  in  tlie  Enqui- 
ry into  a  Candidate's  Pedigree,  that  fome  of  his 
Anceftors  bad  lefiened  themfelves,  by  their  marry- 
ing Women  of  inferior  Families,  fuch  a  Candidate 
may,  if  he  has  got  Friends  among  the  Knights, 
obtain  a  Brief  from  the  Pope,  or  the  general  Chap- 
ter. A  Difpenfation  is  fometimes  allowed  with  re- 
gard to  Defeats  on  the  Mother's  Side  ;  but  there 
mull  not  be  the  lead  Blot  or  Imperfection  in  the 
Male  and  diredl  Line.  Wherever  this  is  found, 
the  Candidate  is  rejeded,  which  has  happened  very 
frequently ;  and  here  follows  what  Hiftorians  relate 
concerning  the  Aianner  of  the  AdmiHion  of  the 
Knights  in  queftion.  '^  The  Proofs  of  their  Nobi- 
"  lity  are  made  by  Records,  Contrails,  Witnefles, 
"  Epitaphs,  and  other  Monuments.  The  Com- 
"  miffioners  alfo  make  an  Enquiry,  whether  the 
"  Parents  of  the  Candidate  have  not  derogated  from 
"  their  Nobility  by  Trade  or  Banking:  On  Vv'hich 
"  Occafion  there  is  an  Exemprion  tor  the  Cities  of 
''  Genoa.,  Florence,  Sienna,  and  Lucca,  the  Inha- 
"  bitants  of  which  no  ways  derogate  by  being 
"  Merchants.  Aft.:r  that  the  Proofs  hare  been 
"  made,  the  CommiiTioners  who  were  employed 
"  for  that  Purpofe,  prcfent  the  Rcfultof  their  En- 
"  qjiries  to  the  Chapter ;  where,  if  they  arc  found 
''  valid,  they  are  tranfmitted  to  Malta,  under  the 
*'  Great- Prior's  Seal.  The  Candidate  being  ar- 
"  rived  inthelflandj  his  Proofs  or  Titles  are  exa- 
'•  mined  in  the  Tongue  or  Nation  to  wliich  the 
*'  Great- Prior  to  whom  he  was  prefented  belongs; 
*'  and  \i  they  are  approved,  he  is  received  mto  the 
"   Order  of  Knighthood  -,  and  his  Antiquity  is  ad- 

"  mil  ted 
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*'  niitted  from  that  Day,  provided  he  pays  the  Pa f- 
^*  fage,  that  is,  two  hundred  and  fifty  Gold  Crowns. 
'*  The  Proofs  are  fometimes  rejeded  in  Malta, 
"  In  this  Cafe,  the  Sum  that  had  been  given  ufed 
''  formerly  to  be  returned;  but  it  was  lately  de* 
*'  creed  by  new  Ordinances,  that  it  fhould  re- 
"  main  in  the  Treafury  *." 

This  laft  Ordinance,  dear  Monceca^  appears  un- 
jufl-  to  me.  Any  Society,  who  refufe  to  admit  a 
Perfon  among  them,  ought  not  to  accept  of  his 
Money.  Perhaps  the  only  Reafon  why  the  Knights 
aft  in  this  Manner,  is,  to  make  the  Candidaees 
more  circumfpeft;  and  to  oppofe  a  Barrier  to  any 
Attempts  of  the  particular  Chapters  of  the  Provin* 
ces,  where  the  firft  Proofs  are  made.  In  fine, 
though  it  were  true,  that  all  the  Statutes  of  the 
Malteze  fhould  not  be  equally  perfeft,  it  muft  yet 
be  confefled,  that  few  Nations  are  of  greater  Ser- 
vice to  all  Europe.  Was  it  not  for  them,  the  Me- 
diterranean would  be  filled  with  Pirates  ;  and  it 
cannot  be  denied  but  that  they  fecure  the  Trade  of 
all  Nations.  Though  I  am  a  'Jcvj^i  Friend  Men- 
ceca^  and  confequently  contemned  and  hated,  \\\ 
the  mofl  violent  Degree,  by  the  Knights  o^  Malia^ 
I  yet  cannot  forbear  doing  Juflice  to  their  Valour; 
and  to  own,  that  they  are  of  Service  to  all  Naza- 
reen  Traders,  of  what  Religion  foever.  The  Eng- 
lifo^  for  ever  ready  to  condemn  any  Thing  in  which 
they  have  no  Share,  fecm  to  contemn  the  Malteze; 
but  one  may  eafily  fee  that  Pride  and  Vanity,  Vi- 
ces inherent  in  that  People,  determine  their  Judg- 
ments. I  would  ask  them,  whether  they  are  always 
at  Peace  with  theSallee  Men,  the  J/gerines,  the  Tu- 
nifians  and  Tripolitans  ?  Should  they  anfwer  in  the 
Negative,  they  muft  confefs,  that  it  is  hapgy  for  them 

*  Moreri,  Mmler  the  WjrdWhi. t  a. 

that 
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that  there  are  a  confiderable  Number  of  Gallies  and 
Men  of  War,  which  coft  them  nothing,  and  which 
fecure  the  PafTage  to  all  fuch  VefTels  as  hW  to  Con- 
JlantiNople^  or  any  Part  of  the  Levant.  Should  they 
afiVrt,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  J/ri can  Turks  wWl 
never  dare  to  engage  in  War  with  them  ;  I  can  af- 
fure  them,  that  the  beft  Argument  they  have  for 
their  Opinion  confifts  in  the  Maritime  Forces  they 
are  now  pofTcfTcd  of.  Bat  may  not  thefe  Forces  be 
one  Day  employed  in  different  Places  ?  It  is  but  ve- 
ry lately  that  they  were  upon  the  Point  of  oppoling 
thofe  of  France  and  ^pahu  Had  the  Algerines  tliea 
declared  War  againft  them,  would  the  EngUjh  have 
had  the  Means,  the  Leifure  and  Opportunity  to 
fend  a  Fleet  before  ^/g-/>j  ?  The  Dutch ^  the  Rivals 
of  the  EngVif})  with  refped  to  the  Empire  of  the  Sea, 
but  freer  and  more  fmcere  than  they,  own  ingenu- 
oufly  that  the  Knights  of  Malta  are  very  ferviceable; 
a  Truth  they  themfelves  daily  experience.  How 
many  Times  have  the  Algerines  broke  their  Word 
with  them  ?  Are  they  not  actually  at  War  with  the 
Sallee  Men  ?  Their  Veflels  which  trade  in  Egypt, 
and  in  all  Parts  of  the  Archipelago^  have  a  fecure 
Harbour  in  Malta,  to  put  into  ;  and  where  they 
may  be  guarded  from  the  Corfairs,  who  are  awed 
by  the  Malteze  Fleet.  To  pretend,  dtd^r Monceca^ 
that  the  Knights  are  not  of  Service  to  all  the  Tra- 
ders in  Europe,  is  afferting,  that  in  fuch  Forefls  as 
are  moft  infefted  by  Highwaymen,  it  is  of  no  Sig- 
nification for  the  Government  to  poft  a  certain 
Number  of  People  to  fcare  them  ;  and,  by  that 
Means,  to  clear  the  Roads  of  them. 

If  the  Merchants  are  obliged  to  the  Malteze,  all 
Perfons,  of  what  Country  foever,  who  love  the  po- 
lite Arts,  are  no  lefs  obliged  to  them,  their  Ifland 
being  a  Bulwark,  which  fecures  Italy  from  the  En- 
terprizes  of  the  Turks.     The  Defign  of  Charles  V. 

in 
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in  giving   the  Knights  Malta ^    was   to  fecure  the 
Tranquility  of  that   Ifland,    as  welt  as  that  of  his 
Kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily.      The  EngUJh  who 
naturally  love  the  polite  Arts,  and  who  have  carried 
the  Improvement  of  the  Sciences  to  fo  exalted   a 
Pitch,    ought,    though  at  fo  great  a  Diftance  from 
Italy^    to   ufe  their  Endeavours  with  regard  to  its 
Prefervation  ;  and  to  call  to  mind,  tTiat  it  was  the 
Mother  of  the  noble  Arts,  which  it  poured  from  its 
Bofom  over  all  Europe  \    and  that  it  ftill  poirefTes  a 
numbeilefs    Multitude  of  Beauties  and    Wonders, 
which   ought  to   be  defended,    protected   and   pre- 
fcrved,    by  all  who  think  it  glorious  to  fpeak  in  a 
Manner  different  from  the  Vulgar.     Though  I  am 
a  yew,  and  brought  up  in  the  Hatred  of  the  Naxa- 
reen    Principles,    I  yet   would  defend,    if  it  lay  in 
my  Power,  St.  Peter's  Church  againfl:  the  Attacks 
ot  thQ  Turh.    "How!   wouldlfaytomyfelf,  (hall 
*'  the  fineft  Edifice  in  the  World,  an  Edifice  that 
*'  contains  the  Works  of  the  greateft  Men,  be  de- 
*'  flroyed  by  the  Fury  of  a  barbarous  People  I    Al- 
'*  though   the  Deity  forbids   me  to  engage  in  the 
*'   QiJarrels  of  the  Infidels,  it  yet  does  not  command 
*'   me  to  approve  of  the  Demolition  of  the  nobleft 
<^   Aionuments,    fuch  as  are  the  greatefl  Honour  to 
*'  human  Nature,      It  is  not  the  Work  of  Raphael^ 
*'  as  a  Nazareen^   which  I  defend  ;  but  the  Work 
"  of  Raphael^    as  a  Man,   and  a  Man  fuperior   to 
"  all  the  reft  in  his  Art.      If  the  Arts  and  Sciences 
"  are  of  all  Countries  and  all  Religions,  thofe  who 
"  cultivate,    who   love  and  honour  them,    are  all 
"   Brethren.'* 

Fare  thee  well,  ^t^x  Monceca^  live  contented  and 
happy  ;  and  let  not  the  Prejudices  of  thy  native 
Country  or  R.eligion  prevent  thy  applauding  what' 
ever  is  nraife- worthy. 

Malta,  the 

LET- 
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Aaron  Monceca   to  Isaac  Onis,  a  Car  a- 

ite^  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conftantinople. 

'T^  H  E  French,  ^^2X  Ifaac,  have  a  Word  in  their 
^     Language,    which  authorizes  the  greateft  Im- 
pertinences ;    gives  one    a  Right  to  condemn  fuch 
Things  as  are  moft  approved,  and  brings  thofe  who 
make  ufe  of  them  into  Vogue.      Thou  wilt  eafily 
fuppofethat  this  Word  muit  be  often  in  the  Mouth 
of  Fops  and  Coxcombs.      And  indeed  they  employ 
it  on  all  Occafions  ;   and  Tafie  (tor  this  is  the  migh- 
ty Word)   is  generally   introduced  in  Converfations, 
however  ridiculous  they  may  be.     If  a  Man  tires  all 
who  hear    the  Account  he  gives  of  his  Adventures, 
he  does  this  to  imitate  Pcrfons  of  Tajlc.     If  another 
fpeaks    in    incoherent   ExprefTions ;     if  he    mufes, 
whiffles  or  fings,    it  is  ftill  Tafte  that  requires  him 
to  behave  in  that  Manner.     If   a  Nobleman  crouds 
his  Cabinet  with  Pidfures,   the  P^gures  of  which  do 
not  difcover  either  Dignity  in  the  Compofition,  or 
Comelinefs  in  the  Drawiiig  ;    and  prefers  them   to 
the  Compofitions  of  Raphael  and  Titian,  it  is  ftill 
Tofte  that  does  all  this.       Formerly   ignorant  Per- 
fons  ufed  to  efteem  Painting  without  UnderftanJing 
the  Art :  But  it  is  otherwife  in  this  Age  :  Tafie  bids 
us  prefer  the  Knick-knacks  of  IVatteau  and  Loner et 
to  the  noble  Compofitions  of  Carrache  and  Tinioret, 
It  a  Fop  contemns  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  thofe 
who  cultivate  them  ;  if  he  condemns,  v.'ithout  hav- 
ing ever   read  them,  all  the  Greek  and  Latin  Au- 
thors, 
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thors,  It  Is  Tajle.  makes  him  pronounce  fo  foljd  a 
Decifion  :  It  is  that  which  informs  him,  without 
Study  or  Care,  that  all  Men,  during  two  thoufand 
Years,  were  Fools,  for  eileeming  aSetof  Pedants, 
or  Creatures  who  wrote  nothing  bur  Trifles. 

Tajle  fuppofes  true  Wit  to  confifl  in  a  certain  Or- 
der of  the  Words,  which  prefent  nothing  except 
Sounds.  But  then  thefe  Sounds  are  fo  foft ;  thefe 
Words  put  together  in  fo  fmgular  and  extraordinary 
a  Manner,  that  a  Writer  muft  have  a  particular 
Talent  to  excel  in  that  Art.  Thofe  who  have  at- 
tained to  Perfe61:ion  in  this  Particular,  defpife  the 
great  Orators  of  Greece  and  Ro?ne ;  and  confider 
them  only  as  Perfons  of  heavy  Parts,  who  indeed 
offered  Reafons  that  were  not  quite  intolerable  j  but 
then,  that  their  Expreflions  were  fo  extremely  low 
and  vulgar,  that  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for 
their  Contemporaries  to  underfland  them. 

But  Fops  and  Coxcombs  are  not  the  only  Perfons 
who  think  and  exprefs  themfclves  in  fo  judicious  a 
Manner.  A  great  number  of  Writers  are  alfo  of 
this  Opinion  ;  and  a  Book  was  lately  publiflied  in 
this  Country,  in  which  it  is  aflerted,  that  Cicero  is 
filled  with  bombaft  ExprefTions  and  coarfe  Jokes; 
that  he  frequently  offers  nothing  but  low,  trifling 
Images  to  his  Readers ;  and  that  had  there  been  any 
Perfons  of  Tafte  in  the  Senate,  he  would  have 
found  but  few  Panegyrifls.  His  Auditors  had  lefs 
Tajieth^in.  he.  Cato  was  a  Fcdaiit^  and  Hortcnftus 
a  nieer  Trifier.  Thefe  two  Words,  Friend  Ifaac^ 
are  employed  by  this  Writer,  who  doubtlefs  is  one 
of  the  Men  who  pofleffcs,  in  the  higheft  Degree, 
that  Tajie^  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  the  Know- 
ledge of  fo  many  excellent  Things.  In  the  very 
Title  of  his  Book,  he  informs  his  Readers  of  the 
Benefits  they  may  expecl  to  meet  with  from  his 
Work  ;  he  entitling  it,  An  EJfay  hijlorkal  and  cri- 
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tical^  en  Tajle  *  ;  that  is,  in  the  modern  Language, 
A  Differ  tail  on  in  tvhich  it  is  proved^  by  Hijlory  and 
Philofophyj  that  the  Ancients  were  a  Parcel  of  igfio- 
rant  Creatures  ;  that  foreign  Nations  have  not  com- 
mon Senfe  ;  and  that  true  Wit  is  confined  to  Paris, 
tvhere  only  true  Tajle  is  found. 

Thou  poflibly  mayft  imagine,  dear  Jfaac^  that 
interpreting  the  Title  above-mentioned  in  tliis  Man- 
ner, I  afcribe  to  the  Author  what  he  iiimlclf  never 
wrote :  But  I  will  afTure  thee  it  is  otherwife,  I  ex- 
preffing  only  in  few  Words  what  he  has  faid  very 
much  at  large.  Is  not  France  vaftly  happy,  in  giv- 
ing Birth  to  Children  who  are  fo  zealous  of  its 
Glory  ?  Thrice  propitious  Nation  !  In  producing 
Genius's  whofe  Inftrudtions  are  fo  juft  and  ufeful  ? 
To  what  Purpofe  are  Locke  and  Leibnitz  ?  They 
are  only  a  taftelefs  Set  of  Authors,  who  are  able  to 
prefent  their  Countrymen  with  Notions  as  grofs  and 
as  ufelefs  to  England^  as  thofe  of  Cicero  to  ancient 
Rome.  But  a  Writer,  fuch  as  Abbe  Cartaud  de  la 
Filiate^  is  a  Hero  in  the  Republic  of  Letters,  born 
to  improve  the  Tajle  of  all  Perfons  to  whom  Na- 
ture has  denied  it. 

To  wave  all  Pleafantry  ;  good  Ifaac^  thou  canft 
not  conceive  the  Height  to  which  fome  French  Au- 
thors carry  their  Folly  and  Extravagance.  They 
fcem  refolved,  not  only  totally  to  deftroy  the  Sci- 
ences in  their  refpedive  Countries,  but  likewife  to 
make  their  Countrymen  contemptible  in  the  Eyes 
of  Europe^  from  the  Judgment  that  muft  neceflhrily 
be  formed  of  thofe  who  are  ^o  fimpie  and  ignorant 
as  to  approve  of  the  Books  which  are  daily  printed 
in  Paris.  Men  of  true  Learning  content  them- 
felves  with  defpifing  fuch  Writers,  without  giving 
themfelves  the  Trouble  to  ridicule  them  flrongly, 

♦  Printed  at  Vi^xh^  ^^' Brault,  in  \'Ji6,   12®. 

However, 
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However,  they  are  greatly  in  the  wrong :  For  ma- 
ny People  look  upon  their  Silence  as  their  acquief- 
cing  with  the  Maxims  inferted  in  thofe  bad  Books; 
and  that  Perfons  of  little  or  no  Genius,  fuch  as  fet 
up  for  the  Mode,  and  are  fond  of  fingular  Opini- 
ons, adopt  the  Sentiments  of  thofe  pitiful  Scribblers, 
and  do  infinite  Prejudice,  not  only  to  the  Republic 
of  Letters,  but  even  to  all  the  French^  who  are 
thought  to  be  upon  the  Point  of  reverting  to  a  Bar- 
barity like  that  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals. 

And  indeed,  what  will  Foreigners  think,  when 
they  pcrufe  moll:  of  the  Books  publiftied  in  this  Age. 
They  are  but  (o  many  Novels^  the  beft  of  which  are 
iit  only  to  entertain  a  few  Fops,  and  filly  Women. 
When  thefe  Romances  are  well  writ,  and  in  a  fim- 
ple  and  natural  Style;  fuch,  in  a  Word,  as  fuits 
Pieces  of  this  Kind,  we  ought  not  to  inveigh  againll 
them  for  being  fo  very  numerous,  fmce,  if  they 
do  no  great  Good,  they  do  no  great  Harm.  But 
TTiZy  we  not  exclaim  in  the  moll  fevere  Terms  a- 
gainft  fuch  as  feem  written  in  no  other  View  but  to 
corrupt  and  fpoil  iht  French  Tongue;  to  accuftom 
Perfons  to  employ  fuftian  Expreilions  ;  to  teach 
them  to  be  unintelligible  to  their  Readers  ;  in  fine, 
to  enjoin  them  to  prefent  nothing  to  the  Mind  but  an 
empty  parcel  of  Words,  the  Connedlion  of  which 
is  amazing ;  and  the  enquiring  after  the  A4eaning  of 
which  gives  as  much  Trouble,  as  a  Commentator 
has  to  explain  feme  difficult  PafTages  in  an  Author 
who  wrote  two  or  three  thoufand  Years  before  him  ? 
It  is  to  apologize  for,  and  even  defend.  Works  as 
pernicious  as  thefe,  that  we  fee  Pieces  daily  publifh- 
ed  like  thofe  of  Ahh6  Cartaud ;  Writers,  who,  to 
give  the  greater  Currency  to  Nonfenfe,  and  the 
ialfe  Thoughts  of  thefe  pretended  Perfons  of  Ta/ie, 
infolently  condemn  and  inveigh  againfl  ancient  Au- 
thors in  geneial,  and  all  fueh  as  have  formed  them- 

felves 
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felves  upon  their  Models.  Perhaps  Cicero^  Virgil^ 
Hojtury  Demojihenes^  &c.  could  never  have  bten 
blamed  in  thefc  latter  Ages,  had  not  Dei  Mareti^ 
Perrault,  La  Motte,  and  fuch  like,  been  approved. 
Not  but  thefe  Authors  had  fome  Genius,  and  even 
Meritj  and  deferved  praife  on  many  Accounts.  But 
then,  in  doing  Juftice  to  them  on  one  Hand,  it 
would  have  been  nccefiary,  on  the  other,  to  oppofe 
the  Evil  vs^hich  they  attempted  to  introduce  into  the 
Republic  of  Letters.  We  then  fliould  not  have 
been  peflered  with  thatPofle  of  bad  Writers,  who, 
imitating  only  the  Singularities  in  the  Style  and 
Manner  of  thinking  of  Fontcnelle  and  La  Motte^ 
and  not  having  Genius  enough  to  imitate  fuch 
Things  as  are  juft  and  praife-worthy,  entirely  dc- 
ftroy  polite  Literature. 

Is  it  polTible,  for  Inftance,  for  a  Writer  to  go  to 
a  more  ridiculous  Excefs  in  this  Refpe6l  than  Abbe 
Cartaud  de  la  V'tllatte  has  done  ?  This  Author, 
who  fets  up  for  one  of  the  Directors  of  Tafie  ;  who 
declares  that  Herodotus*s  Di61:ion  is  like  that  of  a 
druuken  Man  ;  that  Thucydides  has  feveral  eilentiaL 
Errors ;  that  the  Odes  of  Horace  have  not  a  cer- 
tain Roundnefs  which  ought  to  be  in  a  well  connect- 
ed Piece;  compares  the  Genius  of  the  Italiaiu  to 
the  Capers  of  an  Opera-dancer  ;  and,  indeed,  the 
Words  he  imploys  are  truly  worthy  of  that  Com- 
parifon  They  are  as  follow,  dear  Jfaac^  and  will 
givetiiee  an  Idea  of  the  Style  and  Manner  of  Writ- 
ing of  the  Adverfaries  of  txie  Ancient^.  Nature  is 
able  io  ra'ife  itfelf  to  any  Tone  or  Pitchy  zvheti  pro- 
perly  exercifed  and  regulated  in  its  Infancy.  Never^ 
thelejs  it  fometimes  anticipates  Education.  It  formed 
the  Genius  of  the  Italians  for  Sallies  and  Cafcades, 
as  it  formed  Mademoifelle  Ca.m^Tgo  for  high  Dances, 
They  fee  a  Jhini??g  Thought  break   througli  the  Mid /I 

V  o  L.  V.  Q^  V 
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cf  the  Horrcrs  cf  Defpair^  as  we  fee  in  the  Night- 
timet  GJi  Ignis  fatuus  on  a  Sea  that  is  going  to  be 
'very  J]  or  my  *.  It  muft  be  owned,  dear  Ifaac^  that 
a  Man,  v/ho  writes  with  (b  refined  an  Air,  has  Rea- 
ibn  to  treat  Cicero^  as  an  unpolifhed  and  infpired 
Writer.  Would  this  Roman  have  been  fo  very 
Vv'itty  as  to  compare  Nature  to  a  Harpficord  ? 
Would  he  have  faid,  that 7/;^  can  raife  herfelf  to  any 
Tone  or  Pitch  ?  Would  he  have  found  out  the  Se- 
cret to  difcover  an  Affinity  between  the  Sallies  of  the 
Italians^  and  the  high  Dances  of  Camargo  ?  Would 
he  have  hit  upon  fo  delicate  an  ExpreiTion  as  that  of 
Cafcade  ?  Can  any  ExprefTion  be  in  a  finer  Tafte 
than  that  of  Cafcades  of  the  Mind  ?  What  ftrange 
Images  does  this  ofFer  to  the  Imagination  ?  Me- 
thinks  I  fee  all  the  good  Senfe  of  the  poor  Italians 
precipitate  itfelF,  like  the  Waters  of  a  Torrent, 
over  craggy  Rocks  ;  and  I  perceive,  whilfl:  I  am 
writing  this,  that  the  Strength  of  this  Expreflion  is 
fo  great  that  it  almofl:  raifes  me  above  myfelf ;  and 
fuo-gefts  to  me  fome  Thoughts  worthy  the  Fuftian 
and"  Nonfenfe  of  the  Dire^ors  of  ^ajle.  Wliat 
Perfon  could  read,  without  Emotion,  the  lail  Phrafe 
I  quoted  to  thee  :  They  fee  a  finning  Thought  break 
through  the  Mid/l  of  the  Horrors  of  Defpair^  as 
we  feey  in  the  Night-time^  an  Ignis  fatuus  on  a  Sea 
that  is  going  to  he  very  Jior?ny  ?  It  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  a  Writer  to  exprefs  himfelf  with  greater 
Force  and  Energy.  The  Horrors  of  Defpair.  Here 
we  have  the  Great,  the  Horrible,  the  Frightful : 
and,  by  one  of  thofe  Touches  referved  for  good 
Tafte,  this  Great,  this  Horrible,  this  Dreadful,  are 
placed  along  vi^ith  the  Sprightly  and  the  Wanton. 
They  fee  a  Jhining  Thought  break.  This  is  the 
Sprightly  ;  through  the  Micljl  of  the  Horrors  of  Def- 

pair. 
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palr^  here  we  have  the  dreadful.  Was  it  not  with 
Reafon  that  a  modern  Author  faid,  that  it  very  fre- 
quently happens  in  the  Compofitions  of  the  Writ- 
ers of  this  Age,  that  two  Words  are  greatly  Tjrpri- 
zed  to  fee  themfelves  coupled  together?  This  had 
never  happened  to  them  ever  fmce  they  had  been  in- 
vented ;  and  they  never  expecflto  meet  togetliermore. 
Another  unhappy  Circumftance  in  this  PafTage  is, 
the  Author  has  there  fallen  into  a  Fault  with  which 
the  Dire5lors  of  Tafle  have  flrongly  reproached 
Homer.  Thou  knowefl  very  well  that  Perrault 
has  frequently  exclaimed  againft  the  Comparifons 
ufed  by  the  Poets  juft  mentioned,  and  which  lie 
calls  Long-tail^ d  Comparifons-^  and  that  of  the  Ge- 
nius of  the  Italians  with  an  Ignis  fatuns  on  a  Sei 
that  is  going  to  be  very  flonv.y^  Teems  to  me  not  to  be 
Short-tailed,  to  employ  the  technical  Term.  It  is 
true  indeed  that  Horner^  as  a  Poet,  ou^ht  to  be 
pardoned,  for  having  endeavoured  to  fill  his  Book 
with  pleafing  Images  which  are  a  great  Ornament 
to  it:  But  this  is  very  naturally  employed  by  Au> 
thors  who  write  on  Hiftory  and  Philo(i)phv.  Abbe 
Cartaud,  according  to  the  iVJaxims  of  77//?^,  mi2;ht 
introduce,  in  his  Hiftorica!  and  PhilofphicalEjay^ 
fuch  Flowers  as  Homer  ought  not  to  have  brouo^hc 
into  a  Poem,  it  even  was  juft  in  him  to  rejed  The 
moft  judicious  Comparifons  of  the  Ancients,  and  to 
employ  thole  of  an  extraordinary  Kind,  as  the  fol- 
lowing, which  I  fhall  copy  here  Word  for  Word  ; 
The  Verfes  of  Livius  Andronicus  are  like  Statues 
chopped  from  a  rough  Rock^  covered  with  Mofs, 
Thucydides  and  Xenopbon  had  not  Genius  and  Senfe 
enough  to  prefent,  to  their  Readers,  Thonshts, 
the  Turn  of  which  is  ih  very  new.  Nothinp^  but 
Tajh  can  difcover  a  Rcfemblance  between  Verfes 
and  Statues  chopped  out  of  a  rough  Rock  covered 
with  Mofs, 

Q^'  .re 
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Are  not  Perfons,  whofe  Turn  of  Thought  is  fo 
very  refined  and  natural,  juftly  entitled  to  fuppofe 
Pliny's  Panegyric  to  be  in  the  Ta/Ie  of  the  Italians  ; 
and  to  pronounce  with  Regard  to  the  Merit  of  Fir- 
gil  and  Lucan  ?  It  would  take  up  fome  Years  to  guefs 
what  the  unafFc<fled  and  fprightly  Abbe  Cartaud 
means,  in  what  he  fays  of  thofe  Poets ;  and  though 
we  were  to  fpend  ten  Years  in  this  Search,  it  would 
not  be  lolt  Time,  could  we  only  imbibe  fome  of 
that  Tajie  of  which  he  is  the  Depofitary.  Lucan^ 
fays  he,  has  fomethingmore  ajlonljhing  than  Virgil  . 
.  .  The  Enthiiftafm  of  Virgil  feems  to  have  been 
raifcd  by  the  Smoke  of  the  Inccnfe^  in  the  Midjl  of 
ihe  Grimaces  of  the  Temple  ;  and  that  of  Lucan 
fecjns  to  have  been  lighted  up  by  a  Thunder -bolt, 
S'ich  Perfons  as  love  to  guefs  at  Riddles,  and  fearch 
very  induflrioufiy  for  fuch  in  the  Mtrcure  Gallant^ 
may  exercife  themfelves  fome  Time  in  enquiring 
what  it  was  this  Author  meant.  With  regard  to 
myfelf,  I  will  fmcerely  own  that,  after  ftudying 
leveral  Days,  I  could  not  for  the  Soul  of  me  guefs 
what  was  meant  by  the  following  Words,  An  En- 
thuficifm  .  .  .  raifed  by  the  S??ioke  of  the  Incenfe^  in 
the  MidJl  of  the  Gri?naces  of  the  Temple  ;  nor  what 
that  was,  whicha  Thunder- bolt  lighted  up.  As  this, 
in  all  probability,  is  a  new  Species  of  Rhetoric,  in- 
vented by  the  Dire^ors  of  Tofe^  I  imagined,  as  I 
liad  no  other  Principles  of  Eloquence  but  thofe  which 
I  borrowed  from  ^uiniilian.,  who  is  but  a  pitiful 
Ancient,  that  it  would  not  be  decent  in  me  to  at- 
tempt to  difcover  Secrets  which  are  referved  only 
for  Perfons  of  TaJle.  \^  thou  canft  find  out  what 
I  amnotable  tounderftand,  1  befcech  thee.  Friend 
Jfaac^  to  let  me  partake  of  thy  Difcoveries.  But 
alas!  thou,  as  well  as  myfelf,  art  an  ignorant  Fo- 
reigner, born  in  Error,  and  deprived  for  ever  of 
Tajle.  I  therefore  advife  thee  to  forbear  enquiring 
I  after' 
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after  Things  which  it  will  be  impoflible  for  thee  to 
underftand.  Remember  only,  as  a  Confolation  for 
being  born  with  a  Genius,  fo  very  mean,  and  fo 
far  beneath  that  of  the  Doilors  of  Ta/Ie,  that  of 
Clarke  and  a  Ditton^  &c.  are  the  Companions  of 
thy  ill  Fortune.  Thefe  arc  JFriters^  according  to 
Cartaud,  who  publijh  nothing  but  ConjeBura^  and 
do  not  inform  their  Readers  of  any  Thing  new.  A 
Locke,  ^7  Newton,  and  a  Marfliam  deferve  indeed 
fmc  Encomiums^  but  then  thefe  ought  to  be  given  with 
feme  Rcfiri^ions.  There  are  even,  among  the 
French,  fome  Perfons  who  have  no  more  Tafie  than 
Thee.  Boi/eauy  for  Inflance,  was  a  Perfon  of  a 
very  melancholy  Turn  of  Mind.,  fuhjeH  to  Vapours^ 
and  who  had  ufurped  the  DiBatorfuip  of  Parnaflus. 
One  of  the  Faults  of  his  Slander  was^  its  being 
wanting  in  Delicacy  and  Truth.  Iiis  Ccmpofticns 
were  corre^,  but  harjh^  and  Without  Fire.  Since 
thofe,  dear  Ifaac.^  v.'ho  have  taken  PolleHion  of 
Tajle,  rank  us  with  a  Locke  and  a  Boileau,  kt  us  no 
longer  confider  ourfclves  as  unfortunate. 

To  be  ferious.  I  fhall  conclude  my  Letter  with 
bewailing  fmcerely  the  State  into  which  it  is  very 
probable  polite  Literature  will  foon  fall,  in  France  } 
at  the  fame  Time  that  it  fecms  to  re-  afTume  a  new 
Strength  in  England. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  Friend  IfaaCy  live  contented 
and  happy ;  and  laugh,  as  I  do,  at  this  pretended 
good  Tajle, 


Paris,  the — 

as  LET- 
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LETTER     CXCVII. 

Aaron  MoNCECA /^  Isaac  Onis,  ^Cara- 
1TE5  fcrmerly  a  Rabbi  in  Con  flan  tinople. 

T  Informed  thee,  dear  Ifaac^  in  my  lart  Letter, 
^  of  the  great  Influence  whicli  Tafle  *,  as  it  is 
called,  has  in  France. 

It  has  as  much  Power  over  the  polite  Arts. 
Painting  is  in  as  much  Danger  as  polite  Literature  : 
And  indeed  the  Pid^ures  of  PouJJin^  le  Brun  and  h 
Sueur ^  are  not  much  fought  after  in  this  Age  j  and 
fuch  Artifts  as  attempt  to  paint  in  the  Style  of  thofe 
great  Genius's,  and  endeavour  to  exhibit,  in  their 
Compofitions,  that  Majefty  and  Harmony  which 
are  the  Soul  of  defign'iug^  are  much  lefs  followed 
than  thofe  who  paint  fuch  Figures,  as  formerly 
would  not  have  been  thought  worthy  of  an  Anti- 
chamber.  TFattaii  was  the  Marivaux,  and  Lan- 
tret  ihe /a  Motte  in  Painting.  I'hefe  two  Painters 
not  having  Genius  enough  to  imitate  the  great  Mo- 
dels, and  refblving  not  to  be  mere  Imitators,  en- 
deavoured to  invent  a  new  Tafte.  They  made 
Choice  of  fuch  a  one  as  they  imagined  would  pleafe 
their  Nation  which  was  already  degenerated,  and 
fond  of  nothing  but  Trifles.  1  hey  painted  Scara- 
?noucheSj  Harlequins y  Mez.£tins,  and  an  hundred 
other  fuch  grotefque  Subjects.  To  the  Scandal  of 
common  Senfe,  thefe  baftard,  thefe  ridiculous  Pro- 

♦  The  Author  means,  a  Love  for  Trifles,  and  a  bad 
Taile,     See  the  foregoing  Letter. 

dudtions 
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dudtions  were  received  and  approved;  and,  what 
is  worfe,  they  were  preferred  to  the  Compofitions 
of  the  greateli:  Genius's  and  thofe  of  the  mod  ex* 
cellent  Painters.  This  bad  Tajle^  being  thus  en- 
couraged by  the  Great,  afterwards  prevailed  amonS 
Perfons  of  a  lower  Condition  ;  and  at  this  Time> 
Apartments  are  hung  only  with  Knicknacks, 
which  arc  like  {o  many  Fans  rather  than  true 
Pi(5lures. 

Mod  Painters,  in  order  to  get  off  their  Works, 
have  been  forced  to  row  with  the  Stream  ;  to  quit 
in  a  great  Meafure  their  firft  Manner,  and  to  give 
into  the  new  one  ;  and  h  Mo'ine  who,  in  another 
Age,  would  perhaps  have  equalled  le  Sueur,  com- 
monly paints  only  fuch  trifling  fort  of  Pieces. 
VarJo  and  Caze,  having  more  Courage,  are  now 
the  only  Perfons  who  have  refiftcd  the  general  Cor- 
ruption;  and  would  not  difhonour  their  Name, 
nor  cad  an  Odium  on  their  Reputation.  They 
have  not  deviated  in  the  lead  from  good  Tafte  ;  nor 
have  introduced  into  their  Works,  Sacks  and  Hoop- 
petticoats,  inAead  of  Draperies  in  a  true  pittorefque 
Tafte ;  nor  given  us  afFedted  Turns  of  the  Face, 
inftead  of  Heads  whofe  Air  is  graceful  and  noble. 
However,  they  paid  dear  for  this  Refolution  and 
Lo\e  of  Glory,  they  gaining  much  lefs  Money 
than  the  other  Painters  ;  and  their  Merit  being  re- 
warded only  with  the  Applaufe  of  fuch  as  are  true 
Judges. 

All  Foreigners  who  come  to  Paris  are  greatly 
furprized  at  the  Progrefs  which  bad  Tajie  has  made 
fince  the  Death  of  Leivis  XIV.  They  can  fcarce 
think  it  poiTible  that  the  French^  after  having  been 
fo  judly  fond  of  the  Compolitions  of  le  Brun, 
Poujjin,  Bourdon^  Jouvcnet  and  Boulogne,  fhould, 
on  a  fudden,  idolize  fo  much  thufe  of  Wattcau, 
Lancrety  Paters^  and  fuch  Puppet-fhew  Painters : 
0^4  And 
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And  they  recover  from  their  Aftonifhment  only  by 
refle^^ing  that  the  French^  and  particularly  the  Pa- 
rifians^  have  a  ftrange  Fondnefs  for  Knicknacks, 
and  Novelties  however  trifling. 

It  was  not  owing  to  a  Dearth  of  good  Painters 
that  occafioned  this  new  Tafte  to  gain  fo  much 
Vogue  ;  People  not  being  forced  to  receive  it,  be- 
caufe  there  was  no  Artilt  living  who  painted  in  the 
ancient  7afle.  There  are  now  fome  excellent  Pain- 
ters in  Paris ;  Ca%e^  the  two  l^anlos,  and  fome 
others  may  be  confidered  as  great  Painters.  It  per- 
haps will  be  objeifled,  that  they  do  not  come  up  to 
k  Poujfin  and  le  Sueur.  This  I  grant ;  but  though 
a  Poet  may  not  be  as  great  a  Genius  as  Ho7nery  he 
n«verthelefs  may  make  a  confiderable  Figure  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Learning.  Giulio  Romano^  and 
the  reft  of  Raphael's  Difciples  did  not  pofTefs  as  great 
Talents  as  their  Mafter  ;  neverthelcfs,  the  Italians 
do  juftice  to  their  Merit  j  and,  becaufethey  did  not 
equal  the  Rrd  De/ig?7er  in  the  Univerfe,  their  Coun- 
trymen did  not  give  into  a  new  Ta/le,  infinitely 
more  remote  from  Perfedion  than  the  Works  of 
thofe  Painters. 

An  EngUJh  Gentleman  whom  I  met  with  the 
other  Day  at  a  Pi(5^ure-fhop,  took  Notice  of  a  Cir- 
cumftance  which  muft  neceffarily  mortify  the 
French  not  a  little.  After  examining  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Pictures,  reprefenting  Scenes  of  the  Italian 
Comedy,  Dances  and  Country-wakes;  JVhat  is 
your  Opinion^  fays  he,  of  all  thefe  fantajlical  Pieces  ? 
I  am  ajlonijhed^  fays  he,  that  they  Jhould  be  in  fo 
7nuch  Vogue.  T'his  makes  me  apprehenfive  that  Paint- 
ing will  he  ahfolutely  loji  in  this  Country.  Tour  Fears ^ 
replied  I,  are  extremely  juji.  A  great  many  People 
pretend  ihat^  twenty  Tears  hence^  two  of  Raphael's 
Figures  will  be  bartered  for  one  of  Watteau's  Fans. 

How 
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How  extraordinary  foever  fuch  an  Exchange  may 
be  thought,  yet  feveral  Wagers  have  been  laid,  in 
England^  on  that  Occafion.     Thofe  who  ground 
their  Allcrtions  on  the  ImpofTibility  of  fuch  a  Cir- 
cumftance,  fay,  that  it  would  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe, 
that  Men    who  are  not  utterly  void  of  Senl'e  and 
Reafon,    fhould   ever  carry   their   Folly  to  fuch  a 
Height.      But  thofe  who  affirm  that  the  Thing  will 
certainly  happen,  produce  an  Example  which  feems 
to  afllirc  I  hem  that  they  will  not  lofe  their  Wager, 
"   If  any  Man,  fay  thofe  People^  had  afTerted,  fiftv 
"  Years  ago,  that  the  French  would  write  Books 
*'  which  (hould   contain  nothing   but  a  parcel  of 
*'  Words  fantaftically  brought  together ;  that  they 
*'  would  maintain   thefe   Works  were  perfeft   in 
"  their  Kind  ;    and  that   the   Writings  of  Firgil, 
'*   TuUy^    Ovid,    Livy,    Tacitus,  Sic.    are  trifling 
'*  Rhapfodies  ;    fuch  an  Opinion  would  have  been 
"  thought  a  mad  one  :    And  yet   this  has  happen- 
"  ed.     Raphael  may  confequently  meet  with  Fir- 
*'  gi/'s   Fate;   and  JFattcau  with  that  of  Tcrraffon 
''  and  Cartaud  de  la  Filiate,     When  a  Frenchman^ 
"  added    this    Englifli    Gcntlcrjian,     endeavours   to 
*'  prove,    that    la  Alotte's  Works  are  fuperior  to 
"  thofe  of  the  Ancients,   methinks  I  meet  Orlando 
'*  Furiofo,  dragging  his  dead  Horfe  after  him  ;   be- 
"  ftowing  thehighert  Encomiums  upon  him;  fjrc- 
"  ing  me  to  barter  a  living  one  for  it  ;    and  telling 
"  me,    in  Confidence,  that  the    Horfe  in  queftion 
"   has  no  other  Defed  than  his  being  dead.      Me- 
"  thinks   the  Admirer  of  la  Motte  tells  me,  in  the 
*'   fuftian  Language  of  his  Hero  ;  My  Odes,  of  you 
"  ^xc^/;/  about  fifteen  of  them,    have  not   that  Fire 
"  and  Harmony  vjhich  is  the  Chararterifiic  of  that 
'*  kind  of  Poem  ;  hut  then,  on  the  other  Hand^  they 
have  a  periodical  and  foporific  Ronndnef,  ivhich 
is  of  great  Benefit  to  thofe  who  v^ant  Sleep.      Afy- 
<^lS  *^'  Fables 


a. 
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*«  Fables  are  written  in  a  Strain  that  was  unknown 
**  till  I  gave  it  Vogue.  The  Readers  are  therein 
*'  taught  to  give  the  moji  fuftian  Na?nes  to  the  moji 
*'  common  Things.  A  Cabbage  is  no  longer  a  Cab- 
*'  bage,  but  a  Kitchen-garden  Phaenomenon ;  and 
*'  a  Dial  is  called  a  Solar- regifter.  Are  not  fuch 
"  ExpreJJions  infinitely  preferable  to  all  the  coarfc^ 
*'  antiquated  Beauties  of  Homer  ?  May  not  you 
*'  naturally  fuppofe,  continued  the  Englifh  Gentle- 
*<  man^  that  Perfons,  who  prefer  fuch  Impertinencies 
*'  to  the  real  Beauties  of  the  Greeks  and  Remans, 
<«  will  one  Day  fet  Lancret  and  Watieau  above 
*'  Raphael  2Lnd  Correggiof  With  regard  tomyfelf, 
*'  methinks  there  is  nothing  extraordinary  in  the 
*«  Wager  I  fpoke  to  you  of;  and  I  am  fo  much 
*'  furprized  at  the  Progrefs  which  bad  Tafe  makes 
*'  in  France,  that  I  am  of  Opinion  it  may  go  to 
*'  the  utmoft  Lengths." 

It  were  to  be  v/ilhed,  dear  Jfaac,  that  the  Re- 
flections of  this  Englijhman  were  known  by  the 
French,  and  that  thefe  might  make  a  proper  Advan- 
tage of  them.  All  who  love  the  Arts  and  Sciences 
are  concerned  in  their  Prefervation.  Some  exalted 
Genius,  like  that  of  Bolleau,  (hould  endeavour  to 
ftop  the  Progrefs  of  bad  Tajie,  and  oppofe  the  evil 
Effects  which  flow  from  it. 

To  return,  v/oxihy  Ifaac,  to  the  Painters.  Thofe 
who  excel  in  Portraits,  have  not  fallen  from  the 
Glory  of  Titian  and  Vandyke  ;  and  as  People  have 
not  yet  taken  it  into  their  Heads  to  be  painted  in 
the  Character  of  Harlequin  or  Columbine,  the  Tajh 
of  Watteau  has  not  yet  debauched  LargilUere,  Re- 
gaud,  or  de  Troyes,  The  Works  of  thofe  great- 
Painters  are  fuperior  to  all,  of  that  Kind,  pro- 
duced at  this  Time  in  Europe  :  and  the  moft  fa- 
mous Portrait- painters,  whether  of  Italy,  Germany, 
HI  Holland y  and  particularly  £w^/i7w</,  are  but  Art- 
ills 
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ifts  of  an  indifferent  Genius,  compared  to  thofe  I 
juft  now  mentioned  to  thee.  It  is  not  certain  that 
/r^;zf^  will  not  enjoy  this  Ad  vantage  long:  for  fhould 
fome  Court-Lady,  or  fome  lordly  Fop  caufe  them- 
felves  to  be  painted  in  the  Charadler  of  Mezctin  or 
Alarinette,  the  whole  Kingdom  of  i^r^wr^  would  be 
inftantly  inchanted  with  fo  noble  an  Idea,  and  ridi- 
culoufly  metamorphosM  into  an  Italian  Theatre, 
Good  Tajie^  therefore,  with  regard  to  Portraits, 
ftands  upon  a  tottering  Foundation,  and  even  begins 
to  decay  vifibly.  And  indeed,  how  ridiculous  is  it 
for  a  Fontcnelle  or  a  Sir  Richard  Steele  to  be  drawn 
in  their  Caps  [  Thofe  Airs  of  Familiarity  are  no 
way  pleafing  to  the  Public,  before  wjiom  it  becomes 
every  one  to  appear  with  the  utmoft  Decency.  For- 
merly, both  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  had  the  Fren- 
zy to  get  themfelvts  painted  in  the  Charac^tcr  of  Friers 
and  Nuns;  fo  that  nothing  was  every  where  (ctn 
but  Marquifles  in  Cowls  and  Monkifh  Coats,  and 
Dutchelles  in  Vails  and  Stomachers.  Happily  tliis 
Mode  did  not  lad:  long  ;  but  perhaps  a  more  ridi- 
culous one  may  arife  to  morrow. 

Sculpture  alio  ftill  makes  a  pretty  good  Figure 
in  this  Country.  If  there  are  no  Sculptors  who 
equal  Paget  and  Girardon,  fuch  as  diflinguifh  them- 
feh'cis  in  that  Art,  endeavour,  at  leaft,  to  imitate 
thofe  great  Maders  ;  and  their  Works,  though  not 
perffdt,  do  yet  boaft  very  great  Beauties.  In  all 
Probability,  as  Sculpture  is  lefs  dependent  on  Mode 
than  Painting,  it  will  not  be  fo  apt  to  fall  into  bad 
Tajle.  It  is  not,  however,  impctflible  for  the  Sta- 
tues of  Pantaloons  and  Punchinellos  to  be  received  ia 
all  Gardens  j  and  more  than  one  Attempt  has  been 
made  to  throw  out  the  Fenus  of  Aledicis  for  Calum- 
line,  and  the  Farneze  Hercules  for  Scararnoitch, 
This  ridiculous  Folly,  indeed,  was  not  fuccefsful ; 
however,  a  Thing  that  was  not  well  received  at  one 
Q.  6  Time» 
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Time,  may  pals  current  at  another.  In  this  Cafe, 
inftead  of  the  juft  Proportions  which  the  Sculptors 
fearch  after  in  their  Figures,  they  will  endeavour 
only  to  give  them  the  moft  extravagant  wry  Faces. 
They  will  lofe  the  Idea  of  beautiful  Nature,  and 
grotefque  Statues  will  be  fucceeded  by  monftrous 
Figures,  fuch  as  thofe  formerly  produced  by  gothic 
Ignorance.  When  once  the  polite  Arts  begin  to  de- 
cline, there  feems  to  be  a  fee  ret  Force  which  drags 
them  along,  and  deftroys  them  totally.  Tully  ob- 
ferved  very  juftly,  that  as  all  the  Sciences  bear  a 
near  Relation  to  one  another,  the  Inflant  any  of 
them  is  preyed  upon  by  bad  Tajie^  the  reft  foon  feel 
the  contagious  EfFe£ls  of  it.  The  fame  may  be  faid 
of  the  polite  Arts. 

Mufic,  Friend  Ifaac,  is  almoft  as  much  depraved 
as  Painting  in  France.  An  Attempt  has  been  made 
to  unite  the  Italian  Tafte  with  that  of  the  French  ; 
and  by  this  Means  neither  good  Italian  nor  good 
Frtnch  Mufic  were  made.  The  new  Operas  ex- 
hibited daily  are  vaftly  inferior  to  thofe  of  Lully  and 
Campra.  The  French^  fpite  of  their  prevailing 
PafTicn  for  Novelty,  are  obliged  to  return  to  the  an- 
cient Pieces.  Phaeton^  Thefeus^  Ar7nida^  &c.  charm 
the  Public  daily,  and  all  are  delighted  with  them. 
J^yramu^  and  Thiihe^  the  Ele?nents  2ind  the  Interlude 
cf  the  Alujts,  are  applauded  by  none  but  the  Lovers 
^f  Novelty,  who  yet  own  that  Lulli  was  fuperior  to 
the  Muficians  of  the  prefent  Age. 

Inftrumental  Mufic  is  much  moreperfecSl  in  Paris 
than  vocal  :  but  we  ought  not  to  confider  it  as  an 
Art  which  owes  its  Progrefs  to  the  French.  Thefe 
onlv  imitated  the  Italians ;  and,  in  order  to  re- 
fem'ble  their  Model  the  more,  they  have  even  aban- 
doned the  French  Tafte.  Le  Clerc's  Sonatas  diftcr 
vaftly  moj:»j  from  Lulli'i  Tafte  aad  Manner  than 

froin 
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from  that  of  CorellL  If  thofe  Muficians  who  have 
compofed  Pieces  for  the  VioHn,  had  imitated  the 
Compofers  of  the  modern  Operas ;  and  blended  in 
every  Part  the  French  Tafte  with  the  Italian^  they 
would  have  produced  very  bad  Compofitions  ; 
whereas,  fo  long  as  they  fhall  continue  to  follow 
the  Plan  they  have  prefcribed  to  themfelves,  they 
will  come  very  near  to  the  great  Mafters,  and  per- 
.haps  equal  them.  There  neverthelefs  is  Reafon  to 
fear,  that  they  will  be  forced  to  change  their  Tajie  *, 
as  many  Perfons  begin  to  criticize  their  Works, 
only  becaufe  they  are  too  much  in  the  Italian  Tafte, 
that  is,  becaufe  they  are  too  good. 

The  French  aflert,  that  Dancing  is  carried  to  the 
higheft  Pitch  of  Perfection  among  them.  Foreign- 
ers, on  the  contrary,  pretend  that  we  are  not  to 
call  what  we  fee,  on  the  Opera-ftage  at  Paris, 
dancing,  but  capering.  Some  Perfons  in  this 
Country  are  alfo  of  the  fame  Opinion,  they  fay- 
ing that  Prevot  dance?,  that  Camargo  jumps,  and 
Marictte  makes  wry  Faces.  According  to  thefe 
People,  there  muft  be  in  all  Things,  in  order  to 
make  them  pleafe  Perfons  of  Judgment,  an  Air  of 
Decency  and  Modefty.  A  Woman  who  dances 
like  a  Jumper  or  a  Vaulter,  how  ftirprizingly  fo- 
ever  fhe  may  fly,  goes  out  of  her  Character,  and 
caufes  more  Surprize  than  Sstisfadtion.  The  danc- 
ing of  Prevot  gave  Pieafure ;  Camargo'^  %ing  raifed 
Aftoni(hment  ;  but  this  Aftcnifhinent  dees  not 
raife  that  foft  Attention  in  the  Mind,  nor  leave 
tliat  fecret  Content  in  the  Heart,  with  v/hich  Pre^ 
vol's  Graces  infpired  it. 

Such,  Friend  Ifaac,  is  the  State  of  the  polite 
Arts  in  France.  Thou  mayeft  judge  how  greatly 
they  are  decayed  within  thefe  twenty  Years,  and 
the  Risk  tiicy  run  of  dccreafing  perpetually.  A 
Cii'cumftance  which  may  confule  the   Lovers  of 

them 
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them  is,  that  though  they  decay  in  Paris  they  im- 
prove in  feme  other  Countries.  The  Arts  and 
Sciences  refemble  Nature,  the  apparent  LofTes  of 
which  give  Rife  to  nev/  Produftions.  The  Eng- 
lijhy  the  Germans^  &c.  improve  from  the  Misfor- 
tunes of  the  French,  as  thefe  improved  by  thofe  of 
the  Italians.  When  Petrarch^  Boccace^  Ariftotle^ 
Tajfo^  Raphael,  Michael  Angela,  Correggio  cind  Ti- 
tan flouriftied,  there  was  no  one  in  Paris  could  be 
compared  to  thofe  great  Artifts.  The  Italians, 
fome  Time  after  this,  had  but  Perfons  of  an  indif- 
ferent Genius  among  them,  whereas  there  then  flou- 
rifhed  in  France,  Corneille.^  Racine,  Boileau,  Mq~ 
Here,  Mallebranche,  &c.  At  the  Time  we  are 
fpeaking  of,  x\\q  Englijlo  had  not  yet  ktn  their  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton,  their  Locke,  their  Addifcn,  their 
Pope,  &c.  They  have  had  them  ;  and  the  French 
now  begin  to  have  none  but  a  Part  and,  a  ^eau- 
(hamp,  a  Car  fait  and  a  Mouhi,  This  Circulation 
of  the  Arts  and  Sciences  ought  to  give  the  higheft 
Satisfat^ion  to  thofe  who  confider  it  as  of  all  Coun- 
tries ;  and  v/ho  attach  themfelves  to  what  is  ufefuj, 
where- ever  they  meet  with  it.  A  Frenchman,  who 
has  this  Way  of  thinking,  enjoys,  in  the  mid  ft  of 
Paris,  all  the  Advantages  found  in  Countries  where 
the  Sciences  are  carried  to  the  higheft  Degree  of 
Perfedlion :  but  few  are  able  to  make  fo  judicious 
2n  Ufe  of  their  Knowledge,  fo  mighty  is  the  Force 
of  Prejudice. 

Adieu,  dear  Ifaac  ;  live  contented  and  happy  ; 
and  be  fond  of  fuch  Writings  only  as  are  written 
with  the  foundeft  Judgment. 

Parisy   the  .... 


L  E  T> 
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LETTER    CXCVIII. 

Aaron  Monceca  to  Isaac  On  is,  n  Cara- 
iTE,  formerly  a  Rabbi  /;;  Conllantinople. 

AF  T  E  R  a  Multitude  of  Difficulties,  I  at  laft 
have  ended,  dear  Ifaac^  all  the  Affairs  I  had 
in  Paris.  To  morrow  I  fhall  fet  out  for  Mar- 
feiliesy  where  I  expect  to  meet  with  a  Ship  ready 
to  fail  for  the  Imperial  Citv.  I  therefore  fhall  not 
be  able  to  write  to  thee  till  I  am  arrived  at  Conjian- 
tinople^  where  I  hope  to  meet  with  Jacob  Brito.  By 
the  laft  Letters  he  wrote  to  me,  I  found  that  he 
was  going  to  that  City  very  foon. 

After  a  troublefom  but  inftrudlive  Voyage,  wo 
both  fliall  enjoy,  in  our  native  Country,  the  charm- 
ing Satisfaction  of  being  among  our  Relations,  our 
Friends,  and  Countrymen.  We  will  endeavour  to 
improve  by  the  Refledtlons  we  have  made  on  the 
Manners,  the  Cuftoms,  and  Charader  of  the  feve^ 
lal  Nations  we  have  vifited.  Thefe  will  be  an 
ample  Field  to  us,  and  greatly  contribute  to  our 
Improvement  in  Philofophy.  We  ourfelves  are 
now  fenfible  of  the  great  Lengths  to  which  Man- 
kind carry  their  Prejudices  ;  and  have  ^Qtn  the  fad 
Effeds  of  them  in  fuch  Nations  as  were  the  mofl 
learned  and  civilized. 

Before  I  fet  out  from  Paris^  one  would  have  con- 
cluded that  Heaven  thought  fit  to  give  me  a  final 
Inftruflion,  ftronger  than  any  I  had  yet  met  with  ; 
and  which  fcts,    in  its  full  and   clearefl:  Light, 

Knavery, 
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Knavery,  Infincerity,  Superftltion,  Enthufiafm, 
Weaknefs,  Politics,  Fury  and  Revenge.  All  thefe 
different  PafTions,  hovv^  oppofite  foever  they  may 
appear,  are  united  on  this  Occafion ;  and  had  I 
fpent  but  one  Day  in  Paris,  and  been  Witnefs  to 
an  Adventure  which  happened  a  few  Days  fince, 
this  would  have  been  Reafon  enougli  for  me  to 
moralize,  all  the  Remainder  of  my  Life,  on  the 
Blindnefs  of  the  common  People,  and  the  Infmce- 
rity  of  thofe  by  whom  they  are  led. 

I  have  frequently  fpoke  to  thee  of  the  Molinijls, 
the  Janfenifts,  and  the  St.  Parh  of  the  latter.  The 
prefent  Adventure  relates  to  this  pretended  Saint; 
and,  in  order  to  give  thee  a  perfeft  Idea  of  it,  it  may 
be  proper  to  put  thee  in  mind  of  the  oppofite  Steps 
taken  upon  his  Account,  by  thefe  two  turbulent 
Parties. 

The  Janfentfis,  opprefied  by  the  Authority  both 
Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil,  and  endeavouring  to  raife 
their  drooping  Faction  by  fome  confpicuous  Acftion, 
thought  proper  to  have  Recouife  to  Miracles,  in 
order  to  keep  up  the  Weaknefs  of  their  Devotees, 
and  win  over  new  Adherents.  They  were  no 
ways  fuccefsful,  at  firft,  with  la  FoJJe,  a  Woman 
troubled  with  a  Bloody-Flux  \  but  Abbe  Paris  was 
of  infinitely  more  Advantage  to  them.  He  was 
one  of  their  Deacons,  whofe  Life  and  Death  were 
edifying  ;  for  which  Reafon  it  was  judged,  that  he 
would  be  of  great  Ufe  to  forward  their  Defign. 
They  therefore,  by  their  private  Authority,  placed 
him  in  Heaven  ;  and,  by  their  own  Power,  not 
only  afcribed  to  him  the  Gift  of  Miracles,  but  even 
caufed  him  to  work  great  Numbers.  The  com- 
mon People,  who  are  always  ftupid,  and  for  that 
Reaion  always  cheated,  immediately  fwallowed 
dawn  this  Novelty,  ran  in  Crowds  to  this  new 
S^int,  and  were  perpetually  imploring  his  AffiO-ance. 

The 
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The  Molinifls^  fearing  that  fuch  an  Abufe  would 
be  attended  with  fatal  Confequences,  did  not  fail 
to  oppofe  it  with  the  utmoft  Vigour.  *'  If  we  per- 
*'  niit,  faid  they^  our  Enemies  thus  to  acquire  a 
"  Right  of  feating  themfelves  in  Heaven,  and  of 
*'  working  Miracles,  we  {hall  no  longer  have  an 
"  Opportunity  of  exclaiming  againft  them  as  He- 
"  reticles.  It  is  therefore  abfolutely  neceflary,  for 
*'  the  Sake  of  MoUnijm^  and  efpecially  for  the  Jn- 
"  terert  of  the  Jefuits,  that  Abbe  P^m  ftiould  be 
"  confidered  as  a  Subject  of  Beelzebub^  and  a  Fiend 
"  of  Hell;  and,  for  this  Reafon,  we  muft  afTert 
"  roundly  that  all  his  Virtues  were  fo  many  Gri- 
"  maces,  and  mere  Juggler's  Tricks."  This  made 
them  exclaim  againft  him  every  where. 

\\\  the  mean  Time  the  fanfenijh  aflerted  as 
ilrongly,  on  the  other  Hand,  that  he  every  Day 
wrought  the  moft  furprizing  Miracles ;  that  he 
cured  fuch  Difeafes  as  were  otherwife  incurable; 
that  he  reftored  Sight  to  the  Blind,  Hearing  to  the 
Deaf,  Speech  to  the  Dumb,  ^V.  and  that  he 
wrought  all  thefe  Miracles,  by  caufing  the  difeafed 
Perfons  to  dance,  jump  and  caper,  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  Muficians,  in  Italy ^  cure  the  Bite  of  the 
Tarantula. 

The  Molinijls  exclaimed  flrongly  againd  this 
grotefque  Manner  of  reftoring  Health.  They  firm- 
ly afn^rted,  that  it  was  iinpofTible  for  thefe  Miracles 
to  be  real,  or  elfc,  that  they  were  the  Work  of  the 
Devil  ;  Abbot  Paris  making  Men  Fools  and  fran- 
tic, before  he  reftored  them  to  their  Health ;  and 
this  Manner  of  working  a  Cure,  by  jumping  and 
howling,  very  much  refembled  the.  Agonies  into 
which  Perfons  poftcfled  of  the  Devil  are  thrown. 

However,  the  Janfenijh^  fpite  of  thefe  Objedlions, 
purfued  their  firft  Defign.  They  always  ftrongly 
aflcrted,  that  the  Deity  was  at  Liberty  to  adl  as  he 

thought 
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thought  proper;  that  it  did  not  become  v/calc  Mor- 
tals to  endeavour  to  fearch  into  his  Views  j  and  that 
St.  Paris^  knowing  the  great  Fondnefs  the  French 
have  for  Shews  and  Dancing,  wrought  fuch  Mi- 
racles as  were  apt  to  excite  the  Curiofity  of  the 
People,  and  make  an  Impreilion  on  their  Minds. 
**  As  the  ancient  Miracles  are  now  grown  out  of 
*'  Ufe,  faid  ihey^  they  would  not  come  into  much 
''  Vogue  in  this  Time;  and  it  is  very  furprizing, 
♦'  as  the  Molinifis  imagine,  that  St.  Ignatius  made 
*'  ufe  of  Virgil's  V^erfes,  to  cure  Perfons  pofTeficd 
*'  of  the  Devil,  they  *  {hould  think  it  ftrange  that 
*'  St.  Paris  fhould  employ  fome  of  la  Camargo's 
•'  unnatural  Steps  f,  and  fome  of  Jl/ard's  %  Dif- 
*'  tortions.  It  mufl  be  confefTed,  either  that  the 
•*  Miracles  v;rought  by  the  Saints  among  the  Mo- 
•'  lifii/Js  are  brought  about  by  the  AiTiftance  of  Hell ; 
**  or,  it  muft  be  granted,  that  the  beatified  Jan- 
*'  fenifts  have  no  Occafion  for  this  AfTiftance,  fince 
"  the  Saints  of  both  Parties  equally  make  ufe  of  ex- 
"  traordinary  Methods  to  reftore  Health." 

But  thefe  Arguments  made  no  ImprefTion  on  the 
Molinifis^  who  fiill  continue  to  inveigh  ftrongly  a- 
gainfl  Abbot  Paris ;  whiHl:  the  J anfeniji s ^  on  the 
other  Hand,  are  incefTantly  publifhing  new  Mi- 
racles ;  and  the  weak  Vulgar,  who  are  made  the 
Dupes  of  any  Perfon  who  will  attempt  to  impofe 
upon  them,  have  blindly  followed  the  Ideas  which 
the  Diredlors  of  Contortions  infpired  them  with. 
Numberlcfs  Multitudes  of  People  v.'ere  therefore 
crouding  perpetually  about  Abbot  Parish  Grave. 
Some  howled  in  the  {Irangei'i  Manner,  whilft  others 
danced  and   capered ;    and  fome   contented   them- 
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felves  only  with  being  the  Spectators  of  thefe  Extra- 
vagancies: and  the  unworthy  Principals  of  all  this 
Farce.,  after  difturbing,  in  this  Manner,  the  Minds 
of  thofe  unhappy  Vi£lims  of  Supcrftition,  enjoy- 
ed the  exquifite  Pleafure  of  feeing  their  Impoftures 
tiiumph,  even  before  the  Eyes  of  their  afflided  E- 
nemies. 

However,  they  were  not  forgetful  of  their  own 
InterelK  They  flattered  themfelves  that  the  wild 
Extravagancies  of  thofe  who  made  all  thefe  Contor- 
tions would  entirely  deflroy  the  Credit  of  AbbeP^- 
ris,  in  the  Minds  of  all  Perfons  who  fliould  make 
any  Ufe  of^their  Rcafon.  Neverthelefs,  they  were 
deceived  in  their  Expectations.  Superftition  and 
Enthufiafm  got,  from  the  Vulgar,  among  the  Great; 
and  Multitudes  flocked  to  St.  Paris's  Grave,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  the  Favour  of  Heaven  by  his  Intercef- 
fion.  The  holy  JanJemJ}  aCled,  with  regard  to 
them,  much  after  the  fame  Manner  as  Aftrologers, 
who,  amidil  the  great  Number  of  Fallities  vented 
by  them,  fometimes  happen  to  hit  upon  Truths. 
Thus,  among  a  vaft  Number  of  difeafed  Perfons 
who  found  no  Relief,  fome  were  found  who,  either 
by  Time,  by  mere  Chance,  and  pofllbly  by  the 
Force  of  their  Imaginations,  were  cured  of  their 
Difeafcs. 

This  was  fufHcient  to  give  a  wonderful  Reputa- 
tion to  the  Patron  of  the  Caperers  ;  and,  from  that 
Inftant,  the  moft  furprizing  Cures  were  afcribed 
to  him,  though  he  generally  failed  on  thofe  Occa- 
fions.  When  liis  Adherents  were  rallied  on  that 
Account,  and  they  were  asked  why  Abbot  Paris 
did  not  cure  all  Perfons  alike,  they  made  the  An- 
fwer  that  is  given  in  all  the  Religions  where  the 
Belief  of  Miracles  is  eflablifhed,  viz.  that  thofe  who 
did  not  receive  any  Benefit^  were  not  endued  with  the 
Faith  requJ/tte  onfuch  Occafions,     But  whence  comes 

it 
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//  to  pafs-i  would  they  add,  that  Multitudes  have 
beenfo  long  dijlurhed  without  receiving  any  Benefit  ? 
This  alfo  was  imputed  to  their  want  of  f'aith.  By 
that  Means  they  were  able  to  anfwer  Obie<fHons  of 
every  Kind  ;  and  thereby  the  eommon  People  are 
made  to  fwallow  down  the  groncft  Abfurdities. 

T'hus  the  Principles  of  the  'Janfenijls  grew  into 
greater  Credit  by  the  Favour  of  thefe  Miracles, 
which  grieved  the  Molinijls  exceedingly.  They 
were  afraid  that,  fhould  the  Reputation  of  Abbot 
Paris  increafe,  it  would  be  impofTible  for  them  to 
caufe  to  be  received,  as  Articles  of  Faith,  two  Opi- 
nions of  which  they  are  extremely  tenacious :  Firfl, 
*That  the  Rofnan  Pontiff  rea fens  ivith  Judgment,  even 
when  he  vents  the  great cji  Abfurdities ;  and  fecondly, 
'  That  his  Slipper  is  facred  ;  and  ought  to  be  humbly 
ki/fed^  even  by  the  grcateft  Monarchs  in  the  Vnivcrfe^ 
For,  ever  fmce  the  pretended  Miracles  of  Abbot 
Paris,  his  Slippers  were  become  the  Pvivals  of  thofe 
of  the  Pope  of  Rome.  The  Janfenijh  aflerted, 
that  the  Water  in  which  they  han  been  dipped, 
cured  Difeafes  of  every  Kind ;  and  the  Credit  of  the 
Parifian  Slipper  began  to  ruin  that  of  the  fupreme 
Pontiff.  Now,  in  this  Conteft  of  Power  between 
the  two  Slippers,  as  the  Janfenijls  had  artfully  got 
the  Start,  and  prejudiced  the  Minds  of  the  Vulgar 
in  their  Favour,  their  Intereft  feemed  to  be  that  of 
Heaven. 

The  MoUniJls  therefore,  fenfible  of  the  Error  they 
had  committed,  refolved,  at  laft,  to  employ  Force, 
to  check  the  Progrefs  of  the  pretended  Miracles  of 
the  Janfenifis.  For  this  Purpofe  they  had  Re- 
courfe  to  the  fubaltern  Pontiffs,  over  whom  they 
have  a  mighty  Afcendant.  The  latter  reprefented 
to  the  Court,  that  it  was  greatly  prejudicial  to  the 
Intereli:  of  Religion,  to  permit,  in  the  Mldft  of 
Paris,  and  under  the  Monarch's  Eye,  Fraud  and 
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Impoflure  to  triumph  in  this  Manner  ;  and  that  it 
would  be  for  the  Intereil:  of  the  Government,  and 
even  for  that  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  to  punifh 
with  great  Severity  a  Parcel  of  People  who  fomented 
a  Set  of  dangerous  Errors,  which  led  directly  to 
Enthufiafm.  The  Miniftry,  upon  thefe  Remon- 
llrances,  ordered  the  Gate  of  the  Churchyard  in 
which  Abbot  Paris*s  Grave  was  depofited,  to  be 
walled  up  ;  by  that  Cleans  to  prevent  the  Populace 
from  flocking  to  it. 

This  has  been  done  fome  Time:  however,  it  did 
not  leflen  the  Number  of  the  Enthufiafts  ;  the  Tat- 
ters and  Rags  of  the  holy  Janfeniji^  the  Water  of 
the  Well  belonging  to  the  Houfe  he  lived  in,  the 
B-its  of  Earth  taken  from  his  Grave,  and  fevcral 
other  devout  Dainties  of  the  fame  Kind,  having 
contributed  but  too  much  to  keep  up  the  Spirit  of 
Folly  and  Supcrftition.  Neverthelefs  the  Extrava- 
gancies of  the  Partizans  of  the  pretended  Saint 
have  been  carried  to  fuch  Lengths,  that  feveral  Per- 
fons  of  a  certain  Rank  have  been  undeceived  ;  and 
in  Proportion  as  the  Reputation  of  this  Abbot,  ever 
fince  the  putting  up  of  the  Churchyard  where  his 
Grave  lay^  increafed  in  Credit  with  the  Vulgar,  it 
dimlniftied  very  much  in  the  Minds  of  People  who 
were  lefs  prejudiced.  Some  Books  publifhcd  by  the 
Jdnfenijis^  containing  the  Life  of  the  blefied  Paris, 
with  the  Hiftory  and  ridiculous  Miracles  of  the  prin- 
cipal Enthufiafts,  have  now  completely  opened  the 
Eyes  of  all  Perfons  who  were  not  quite  out  of  their 
Scnfes ;  and  the  Jefuits  did  not  fail  to  embrace  this 
Opportunity,  to  give  their  Enemies  a  mortal. 
Wound,  and  to  render  them  highly  contemptible  in 
the  Eyes  of  all  Perfons  of  Judgment. 

At  the  fame  time,  to  make  them  odious  to  the 
Court,  they  caufcd  their  Emiflaries  to  fpread  a  Re- 
port,  that  Abbot  Paris's  Body   was  to   be  taken 

away,' 
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away,  either  miraculoufly,  or  by  his  Enemies. 
Upon  this  all  the  Enthufiafts  came  forth,  repeating 
their  Caperings  and  Howlings ;  when  the  common 
People,  roufed  by  thefe  Enthufiaftic  Expreflions, 
rofe  up  in  a  tumultuous  Manner,  flocked  in  Crouds 
to  the  Grave  in  queftion,  and  made  a  {trange  Tu- 
mult. 

During  this  kind  of  Sedition,  which  was  owing 
to  the  Knavery  of  the  Jefuits  more  than  to  the 
Enthufiafm  of  the  Janfenijis,  the  Molinifls  enjoyed 
inexpreflible  Satisfaction.  They  were  fully  fenfible 
how  much  the  mad  Extravagancies  of  their  Enemies 
were  advantageous  to  themjand  howeafy  it  would  be 
totally  to  deftroy  them  ;  and  they  are  too  able  Politi- 
cians not  to  reap  all  the  Advantages  poflible  from  them . 
T\\tyanfemjls  themfelves  feem  to  fecond  theirViews, 
nothing  being  better  fuited  to  that  Purpofe  than  the 
vindictive  Miracle  of  the  broken  Glafs  Windows, 
a  mere  School-Boy's  Trick  ;  and  the  filly  Step 
lately  taken  by  a  Counfellor  of  Parliament,  who  re- 
prefented  not  long  fince  to  the  King  his  pretended 
Truth  dcmonjlr at ed  {Verlte  dcinonjiree'^^)  and  who, 
as  a  Reward  for  it,  was  thrown  into  the  Bajiile, 
We  therefore  may  naturally  fuppofe,  that  the  Ene- 
mies of  Abbot  Paris  will,  in  a  fhort  Time,  have 

*  The  Truth  of  the  Miracles  ivr ought  by  the  Inter cejjt  on 
of  Abbot  Paris  demonfratedy  z«  Oppofttion  to  the  Archhijhop 
of  Sens,  by  Mr.  Carre'  de  Momgeron,  n  Counfellor 
in  the  Parliament  of  Paris  :  It  is  a  large  Quarto,  con- 
taining about  two  hundred  Pages,  filled  with  Miracles 
equally  ridiculous  and  chimerical ;  with  j unificatory 
Proofs  which  only  prove  the  Enthufiafm  of  thofe  on 
v/hom  it  is  pretended  tliat  Miracles  were  wrought ;  and 
with  Copper-plates,  which  are  fo  well  engraved  as  to 
prove,  that  the  Perfons  in  QuelHon  exert  their  utmoll 
Endeavours  to  gratify  their  Vanity,  their  Superftition, 
and  probably  their  Fraud. 

2  all 
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all  their  Wifhes  crowned,  and  that  his  Devotees  will 
be  defpifed  univerfally. 

How  wide  a  Field  is  opened  to  us  for  Rcfleiftion 
on  the  Weakncfs  of  Mankind,  and  the  Villainy  of 
thofe  who  abufe  it !  What  are  Men,  dear  Ifa'ac  F 
Creatures  formed  either  to  deceive  or  be  deceived. 
A  very  few  only  know  into  what  Errors  their  fel- 
low Creatures  are  plunged.  How  many  weak 
People,  how  many  Knaves  and  Cheats  are  there 
in  Comparifon  of  one  true  Philofopher  and  wife 
Man?  In  all  Countries  there  are  Perfons  who  an- 
fwer  to  the  MoUniJIs  and  Janfcnijis  in  France. 
There  are,  in  England^  Protefiants  and  Papifls  ; 
in  Spain,  Priefts  and  Friers  j  in  Italy,  Ecclefiartics, 
and,  in  Turky,  Dervifes.  All  the  Perfons  in  que- 
flion  make  Ufe  of  Religion  for  the  compafling;  of 
their  Ends ;  and  abufe  too  fhamefully  the  facred 
Name  of  the  Deity,  to  deceive  the  credulous  Vul- 
gar, and  gave  a  Sanation  to  Things  molt  repugnant 
to  the  Law  of  Nature.  Why  did  not  Heaven 
(dear  Ifaac)  indulge  weak  Mortals  feme  infallible 
Method  to  difcover  Impollors,  fpi^te  of  their  num- 
berlefs  Difguifes,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  he  has  fa- 
voured the  Goldfmith  with  the  Load-flone,  to  diflin- 
guifh  Gold  from  Copper,  notwithftanding  their  Re- 
lemblance  with  regard  to  Colour  ? 

Adieu,  Friend  Ifaac  ;  may  thy  Days  be  pafTed 
in  undifturbed  Tranquillity.  I  flial]  not  write  to 
thee  any  more. 

Paris,  the 
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LETTER     CXCIX. 

Aaron  MoNCECA,  /^  Jacob  Brito. 

JUSTICE  is  exerclfed  In  France  with  pretty  great 
Prudence  and  Wifdom.  Foreigners,  indeed 
think  that  it  is  admlnittred  a  little  too  flowly  r,  and 
that  the  Formalities  and  Procedures  obferved  in  it, 
give  fometimes  great  Uneafinefs  to  the  Parties,  and 
retard  the  Difpatch  of  their  Affairs.  But  this  Dila- 
torinefswith  which  the /^r^«r^  Judges  are  reproach- 
ed, would  perhaps  be  extremely  ufeful  and  necellary 
in  many  Courts  of  Juftice,  wherein  Difpatch  in  de- 
termining the  mofl  knotty  Points,  afterwards  gives 
Rife  to  involuntary  and  pernicious  Errors.  All  Men 
ought  to  be  diffident  with  Refpe£l  to  their  Abilities. 
Magiftrates  ought  to  be  ftill  more  afraid  of  commit- 
ting Errors,  which  are  fo  much  the  more  dangerous 
in  their  Confequences,  as  they  are  covered  with  the 
fpecious  Veil  of  Equity. 

I  cannot  but  applaud  a  Judge  who,  flow  in  de- 
termining, examines  an  Affair  on  all  Sides,  and 
confiders  it  in  every  Light ;  and  fearing  Paflions 
and  Prejudices,  feeks,  by  mature  Deliberation,  and 
by  a  Form  of  Proceeding  that  appears  flow,  but  at 
the  fame  Time  prudent  and  wife,  to  keep  clear  of 
thofe  Errors  which  commonly  are  infeparable  from 
too  much  Hafte. 

Could  all  Contefts  be  ended  the  Inftant  they  hap- 
pen,  I  grant  that  it  would  be  excellent  to  do  this. 

But 
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But  fuch  is  the  Weaknefs  of  Mankind,  that  there 
are  few  Contefts  but  have  two  Faces,  and  which 
prefents  them  both  to  the  Eye ;  and  when  a  Pcrfon 
does  not  examine  them  attentively,  he  runs  the  Ha- 
zard of  falh'ng  into  Error,  and  of  miftaking  Falfhood 
for  Truth. 

\f  There  neverthelefs  is  an  Excefs  which  a  Magi- 
flrate  ought  to  {bun.  There  is  a  wide  Difference 
between  Indolence  and  a  prudent  Dib.torinefs, 
When  I  am  for  having  a  Judge  take  certain  Pre- 
cautions before  he  determines,  I  do  not  mean  that 
he  fhould  fpin  out  a  Law-fuit  ten  Years,  and  fuf- 
pend  the  definitive  Sentence  either  through  Avarice 
or  idle  Formalities.  A  Magiftrate  may  not  imitate 
the  fudden  Decifion  of  a  Turkijh  Cadi  ;  and,  yet, 
not  copy  after  the  avaricious  and  flow  Method  of  a 
Norman  Judge,  who  frequently,  by  the  Number 
of  needlefs  Formalities  obferved  by  him,  furnifhes 
the  Litigants  withWeapons,  and  gives  them  an  Op- 
portunity of  perplexing  and  confounding  the  clearefl 
Matters.  J  udges  fometimes  do  more  Harm  than 
Good  to  Juftice.  They  become  the  Inftruments 
which  Chicanery  employs  to  elude  Truth.  The 
Order  which  they  obferve  in  their  Decifions  is  of 
greater  Prejudice  than  Confufioa  and  Irregularity. 
It  is  not  but  they  know  evidently,  that  fuch  a  Con- 
du6l  is  repugnant  to  Reafon  and  even  Equity.  This 
they  are  perfuaded  of;  and  they  are  taught  from 
their  Infant  Years,  that  it  frequently  happens,  when 
a  Man  follows  exactly  the  Rules  prefcribed  by  Law, 
that  the  higheft  Injulfice  is  committed.  Never-* 
thelefs,  a  fuperftitious  Fondnefs  for  ill-placed  For^ 
malitics,  but  which  augments  the  Income  of  their 
Employments,  ferves  them  as  an  Excufe,  and  gives 
a  Sanation  to  their  F.rrcrs. 

That  Perfon  muft  be  endued  with  good  Senfe 
and  an  extenfive  Knowledge,  who  can  find  a  juft 

Vol.  V.  R  Medium 
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Medium  between  too  great  Difpatch,  and  a  mif- 
placed  Obedience  Jo  endlefs  Formalities.  This  is 
one  of  the  principal  Qualities  that  forms  the  ex- 
perienced and  equitable  Magiftrate,  It  is  as  much 
required,  in  him,  as  that  of  knowing  how  far  the 
Rigour  of  the  Law  ought  to  extend  ;  and  on  what 
Occafions  he  may,  and  even  ought,  to  fwerve  from 
its  Didlates.  This  laft  Knowledge  is  extremely 
eflential,  and  difficult  to  be  acquired  ;  for  a  Magi- 
ftrate ought  not  to  deviate,  but  with  the  utmoft 
Precaution,  from  the  Laws  and  Ordinances  which 
ferve  as  the  Bafis  to  the  general  Decifion  of  Affairs. 
They  ought  to  be  much  more  facred  than  Forma- 
lities; the  latter  not  having  near  fo  much  Influence, 
with  Regard  to  the  maintaining  of  Order  in  Socie- 
ty. When  we  have  Recourfe  fimply  to  Equity, 
and  abandon  the  written  Laws,  we  run  the  Risk 
of  falling  into  Error,  without  being  able  to  know 
our  Miftakes.  This  Equity,  which  we  imagine 
we  follow,  and  whofe  Voice  we  fancy  we  hear  in 
the  inmoft  Recefles  of  our  Hearts,  frequently  fpeakg 
in  an  obfcure  Language,  which  our  Paffions  will 
not  permit  us  to  hear  diftindly.  Any  Perfon  who 
looks  into  the  Code  or  Digeji^  finds  exprefsly  there 
the  Will  of  the  Legislator ;  but  we  often  fee  only, 
through  the  Veil  of  Prejudices,  what  Rectitude 
feems  to  difcover  to  us. 

Befides,  it  is  difficult  for  a  Judge  not  to  be  biafTed 
by  the  Solicitations  and  Prayers  of  Perfons  for  whom 
he  has  an  Affection  ;  for  which  Reafon  he  ought,  at 
leaft,  to  be  as  much  upon  his  Guard  againft  them, 
as  againft  his  Prejudices.  Nothing  can  be  of  more 
dangerous  Tendency  to  a  Judge  than  Love  or  Friend- 
ihip.  If  he  is  defirous  of  fecuring  himfelf  from 
thofe  two  Paffions,  he  muft  have  a  fure  Guide  who 
may  fecure  him  from  their  Attacks,  and  incefTant- 
ly^fuggeft  to  him  the  Decree  which  he  ought  to  pro- 
nounce. 
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nounce.  Now  he  always  finds  this  Decree,  in  an 
exa(ft  Manner,  in  the  Body  of  written  Laws.  Should 
he  prefume  to  follow  any  arbitrary  ones,  it  is  impof- 
fible  but  he  muft  deviate  from  the  right  Path.  Too 
many  Things  confpire  to  miflead  him.  It  is  incum- 
bent on  him  to  be  on  his  Guard  both  againft  him- 
felf,   and  againft  other  People. 

The  Poor  have  no  other  Solicitors  and  Pleaders 
but  the  Code  and  the  Digefl^  which  always  pro- 
nounce in  their  Favour.  Whenever  thefc  are  not 
attended  to,  what  becomes  of  thofe  ill-fated  Peo- 
ple .?  How  will  it  be  poiTible  for  them  not  to  fall  a 
Vidim  to  the  Chicaneries  of  Solicitors,  and  the 
captious  Arguments  of  Lawyers ;  and  yet,  the  firft 
Care  of  a  Judge  ought  to  be  that  of  proteding  the 
Weak  from  the  mighty  Oppreffion.  "  The  moft 
"  efTential  Duty,  fays  an  Author  of  great  Reputa^ 
*'  ticn  *,  and  the  moil:  ferious  Occupation  of  a 
"  Magiftrate,  is,  to  prevent,  as  much  as  lies  in 
*'  his  Power,  the  Poor  from  opprefTmg  the  Rich  ; 
"  and  always  to  maintain  an  Equilibrium  between 
"  the  Weak  and  the  Strong.  The  View  of  moft 
*'  Perfons  who  purchafe  Employments  in  Courts 
"  of  Judicature,  is  not  that  they  may  have  anOp- 
*'  portunity  of  doing  Juftice  ;  but  they  only  con- 
*'  fider  the  Authority  with  which  they  are  entruft- 
*'  ed  ;  not  remembering  that  they  are  not  invefted 
*'  with  it,  in  order  that  they  may  favour  the  Great, 
'*  and  procure  themfelves  Friends;  but,  on  the 
"  contrary,  to  oppofe  the  Injuftice  of  the  former, 
"  to  protect  thofe  Perfons  vvhofe  PofTeiTion  they 
*'  would  unjuftly  feize  j  to  fecure,  from  their  Fury^ 

*  Amelot  de  la  Houfiaie,  Remarq.  Politiques  Sc  Hi' 
floriques  fur  les  Aunales  de  Tacite,  LHrAll.  Tom,  V. 

pag.  192. 
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*'  the  great  Number  of  innocent  Vi£lims,  part  of 
<«  whom  they  faciince  to  their  Ambition,  and  the 
<«  reft  to  their  Vengeance.  That  Man,  whoisde- 
«'  firous  or  hecoramg  a  Judge,  ought  to  weigh  du- 
«'  \y  thefe  feveral  Particulars ;  and  in  cafe  he  does 
«'  not  find  that  he  has  Courage  or  Probity  enough 
<«  to  be  a  Judge  on  the  Terms  above-mentioned, 
*«  and  coniequently  not  able  to  be,  like  the  Roman 
*'  CaJJtus,  the  Terror  of  the  Guilty,  how  exalted 
*«  foever  ;  fuch  an  one  ought  never  to  put  on  the 
*'  judicial  Robe.  Erudimini,  qui  judicatis  TerraWy 
*«  ne  quando  irafcatur  Dominusy  &c." 

If  we  were  to  examine,  with  a  philofophical  Eye, 
a  great  Number  of  Decifions,  which  appear  jufl  at 
firft  Sight,  we  (hould  difcover,  with  Aftonifhment, 
that  a  beautiful  Femak  Pleader,  a  Dire6lor,  a 
Friend  or  a  Relation,  have  often  more  Authority 
than  Cujasy  Bartolus,  and  du  Moulin.  Juftice  is 
commonly  painted  with  a  Veil  over  her  Eyes. 
That  Goddefs  ought  not  therefore  to  diftinguifti  be- 
tween a  Jeiv  and  a  Heathen^  or  between  a  Janfenijl 
and  a  Moliniji,  It  would  be  happy  were  this  the 
Cafe ;  but,  unfortunately,  that  Deity  fometimes 
lifting  up  her  Veil,  looks  afquint,  and  feems  to  be 
a  Coquet  playing  at  BlindmanVBufF. 

Enjoy  thy  Health,  excellent  Brito^  and  expect 
no  more  of  my  Letters. 


^aris^  the  ...  . 
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Isaac  On  is,  a  Caraite^  an  ancient  Rahbl^  of 
Conflantinople,  to  Aaron  Moncega. 

T  Hope,  dear  Mo-ccca^  that  my  I^etter  will  find 
■*■  thee  at  Mar  fellies.  If  thou  makeft  Ibme  Stay  in 
that  City,  thou  mayeft  therein  fee  feveral  Things 
worthy  of  the  Curiofity  of  Travellers  ;  and  which 
thou  hadft  not  Time  to  confider,  when  thou  earned 
into  France. 

Provence  has  given  Birth  to  many  great  Men 
both  in  the  Arts  and  Sciences.  Some  have  had  th6 
good  p'ortune  to  be  known  in  every  Part  of  Eu-' 
rope :  whilft  others,  though  Perfons  of  the  greateft 
Merit,  have  been  famous  only  among  their  fellow 
Citizens. 

A  Merchant  of  Provence^  a  Perfon  of  Genius  and 
good  Senfe  who  has  lived  ten  Years  in  Grand  Cairo, 
and  in  whofe  Company  I  am  very  frequently,  has 
fpoke  to  me  often  of  many  illuftrious  Literati,  who 
are  almoft  unknown  in  the  Republic  of  Letters,  be- 
caufe  they  never  publifhed  any  Compofition. 

At  the  Head  of  thefe  Literati  he  placed  the  late 
Mr.  deMa/auge,  a  Friend  of  the  late  Peirefc,  whofe 
Life  is  extant,  written  by  Gaffendi. 

He  likewife  had  an  infinite  Efteem  for  the  late 
Mr.  Boyer  d'  Jiguilles^  an  able  Magiftrate,  who 
was  deputed  by  the  Parliament  of  Provence  to  defire 
the  Removal  of  the  firft  Prefident  *  j    in  which 
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Affair  he  fucceeded,  fpite  of  the  Obftacles  thrown 
in  his  Way.  TournejFort  has  given  the  Elogium  of 
this  learned  Gentleman,  in  the  Beginning  of  his 
Travels;  and  Juftice  has  been  done  to  his  fhining 
Qualities,  in  the  Antiquities  of  the  Library  of  St. 
Genev'ieva.  He  had  given  an  antique  Sepulchre  to 
this  Library,  and  it  has  been  engraved  with  the  reft 
of  the  Curiofities  found  there.  T  his  Magiftrate  was 
skilled  in  all  the  polite  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  pof- 
fefled  every  Ornament  of  the  Mind.  He  had  form- 
ed a  Cabinet  of  very  fine  Pidures,  which  were  en- 
graved under  his  Diref^ions,  and  publifhed  ;  they 
confifting  of  an  hundred  large  Plates.  He  himfelf 
defigned  the  Frontifpieces  to  thofe  Volumes. 

This  Merchant  of  Provence  fpoke  to  me  likewlfe 
of  two  Perfons  who  are  flill  living.  The  firft  is 
a  noble  Rhetorician,  named  Bougaret.  He  is  writ- 
ing the  Fliftory  of  the  illuftrious  Men  of  the  Pro- 
vince in  which  he  was  born  ;  and  his  Work  will 
give  him  a  Place  among  the  moft  learned  Men  of 
his  Country.  The  fecond  (Chalamont  deVifclede) 
has  publifhed  fome  Poems  which  have  met  with  a 
very  favourable  Reception  from  the  Public.  This 
Author  is  as  much  diftinguifhed  for  his  Probity  and 
Integrity  as  for  his  Genius.  Affable,  humble  and 
modefl:,  he  poficfTes  a  great  Number  of  Qualities 
"which  are  almoft  unknown  to  Men  of  Letters. 
If  thou  makeft  fome  Stay  in  Marfeilles^  I  would 
advife  thee  to  get  acquainted  with  this  valuable  Man ; 
and  he  doubtlefs  will  introduce  thee  to  all  Perfons  of 
Merit. 

Provence,  dear  Monceca,  has  given  Birth  to  many 
Perfons  well  skilled  in  the  polite  Arts,  who  have 
made  as  confpicuous  a  Figure  as  the  two  learned 
Magiftrates  above-mentioned.  Thou  certainly  haft 
heard  that  Puget,  that  famous  Sculptor,  was  a  Na- 
tive of  Marfcilles  i    but  thou  doft  not  know  that 
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ever  there  was  fuch  a  Man  as  Verier.  This  Verier 
was  a  Difciple  of  Puget^  and  carved  as  many  fine 
Pieces  as  his  Mafter,  but  then  he  never  quitted  the 
Province  he  was  born  in.  He  did  not  make  his 
Appearance  on  the  great  Theatre  ;  he  did  not  work 
for  the  Court ;  fo  that  his  Merit  was  known  only 
to  fome  of  his  Countrymen. 

Fauchicr  was  as  great  a  Painter  as  Rigaud ;  and 
perhaps  it  would  not  be  an  Untruth  to  fay  that  he 
was  as  noble  a  one  as  Vandikc.  I  faw  two  Portraits 
of  his  Painting,  whicli  are  worthy  of  being  placed, 
with  a  peculiar  Diftindion,  in  the  choiceft  Cabinets. 
This  great  Painter  never  had  any  Reputation  ;  at 
leaft,  it  was  confined  wholly  to  his  native  Province, 
which  he  never  quitted. 

It  is  not  always  to  Merit,  Friend  Monceca^  that 
we  ought  to  afcribe  the  Fame  a  Man  has  got  in 
the  World,  Chance  often  contributing  greatly  to 
it.  How  many  iliuftrious  Genius'^,  learned  Men, 
fine  Painters,  great  Sculptors,  and  excellent  Archi- 
te(fts  have  been  unknown,  for  want  of  meeting 
with  fome  favourable  Opportunity  of  difplaying 
their  Knowledge  and  Talents  to  all  Europe,  Manv 
a  Man  will  never  be  fpoke  of,  merely  becaufe  he 
was  born  in  Sens  or  Caflelane^  who  would  have 
been  daily  honoured  with  the  higheft  Elogiums, 
had  he  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  been  a  Native  of 
London^  Paris^  or  Amjierdam,,  where  he  very  pro- 
bably might  have  made  himfelf  known. 

I  confider  all  Men  as  fo  many  Players.  Thofe 
who  inhabit  Towns  which  lye  at  a  great  Diftance 
from  Court,  are  Stroiers.  The  Public  knows  no- 
thing of  them  ;  nor  would  they  ever  hear  of  fuch 
Perfons,  unlefs  Chance  (hould  happen  to  bring  them 
upon  the  Stage  in  Paris. 

Thou  doubtlefs  haft  obferved,  dear  Monceca^  in 

thy  Travels,  that  there  are,  in  all  Countries,  many 
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very  valuable  Perfons  ;  and  that  a  Man  of  Letters, 
though  he  may  not  ■  e  well  known  to  the  Public, 
ought  not  to  be  lefs  efteemed  on  that  Account.  En- 
deavour therefore,  if  the  contrary  Winds  keep  thee 
fome  Days  in  Marfeilles^  to  get  acquainted  with  all 
Perfons  of  Merit  3  and  the  Moment  thou  art  arrived 
in  Confiantinople^  let  me  hear  from  thee,  and  from 
Jacob  Brito. 

Adieu,  dear  Monceca  ;  may  the  God  of  our 
Fathers  fhower  down  his  choiceft  Bleilings  upon 
Thee, 

Grand  Calro^  the  .  .  .  ,  , 


End  of  the  Jewish  Spy. 
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y1  B  E  L  A  RD.     His  grievous  Calamities  and 

"^^  Misfortunes,  40. 

Academy  (French)  Stupidity  of  their  Orations,  303, 

Alexander  the  Great.      His  Charaifter  mixed,    146. 

Alger  hie  Women,  lefs  confined  than  the  reft  of  the 
Africans,  More  amorous  than  the  Women  of 
Conjlantinople^  9.  Are  furprifmgly  fond  oi  Eu- 
ropeans. Indulge  in  their  Amours  when  their 
Husbands  are  at  Sea,   10. 

Alger'ines^  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  Sciences,  3  3, 

Algiers.  Defcriptlon  of  that  City,  i.  Profpe6t  from 
the  Sea  to  it  pleafing.  The  Town  itfelf  not  fo, 
Ihid.  The  Turks,  not  the  Africans,  bear  Sway 
there.  Realbn  of  this,  2.  The  Turks  and  Moors 
hate  o\\^  another.  The  former  pofTefTed  of  all 
the  Authority  in  the  State,  3.  The  Moors 
greatly  difpirited  by  the  tyrannical  Behaviour  of 
the  Turks,  Form  of  the  Government  of  Al- 
giers. The  Dey.  His  great  Power,  4.  Com- 
monly raifed  to,  and  drove  from  the  Throne  by 
Guilt. 

Amurath,  Dey  of  Algiers.  A  very  bloody  Prince,  5. 
Murdered  by  Ibrahim,  Aga  of  the  Spahis,  who 
was  raifed  to  his  Throne,  6.  His  Generofity  to 
one  who  endeavoured  to  (hoot  him,  7.  Reflecti- 
ons on  that  Action,  8.  and  on  the  ConduiEt  of  the 
Alger ine  Deys,  9. 
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^murath^  Bey  of  Tunis.  _  Surprizingly  barbarous, 
and  luxurious.  Goes,  drunk,  and  vifits  theA^.cz- 
%areen  Captives.  Eats  and  drinks  with  them, 
1 1 6.  His  juft  Treatment  of  fome  Renegadoes, 
his  Companions ;  and  his  Humanity  to  the  Chri- 
ftian  Slaves,  117.  His  Generolity  towards  a 
young  Neapolitan  whom  he  had  forced,  by  clap- 
ping a  Piftol  to  his  Breaft,  to  renounce  the  Chri- 
stian Religion,  119.  Some  mad  Actions  of  his. 
Ibid, 

JngeU,  Whether  they  have  Bodies,  233.  The 
"Jews^  Nazay-eens^  and  Mahomedans^  greatly  di- 
vided on  this  Head.  Have  Bodies  of  Fire,  Are 
corporeal  Spirits,  Ibid.  Of  a  Subftance  extreme- 
ly fluid  and  light.  Have  material  Bodies,  235. 
Created  by  a  divine  Blaft.  Corporeal  with  re- 
fped^  to  God,  incorporeal  with  regard  to  Man. 
This  Hypothefis  examined,  234,  235.  The 
Bodies  of  the  good  and  bad  Angels  what,  before 
the  Fall,  235.  Angels  refide  with  the  Deity. 
Reafons  why  the  Bodies  of  Angels  (hould  not  be 
fpiritual,  237.  Corporeal  Apparitions  of  Angels, 
238.  Celcftial  Intelligences,  pu'rely  fpiritual, 
.never  afiumed  a  real  Body,  239.  Angels  have 
not  material  Vehicles,  240. 

jirljiotle.  His  Philofophy  banifhed  from  Oxford 
and  Cambridge,  and  thofe  of  Locke  and  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  fubfiituted  in  their  Room,  lOO.  Difputes 
carried  on  in  favour  of  the  peripatetic  Philofo- 
phy, 102.  The'  Mahommedans  wrangle  on 
that  Account,  102,  103.  Arlftotle  faid  to  be  a 
Fore- runner  of  the  Mejjiah^  102.  Ranked  a- 
mong  the  chief  Apoftles  of  the  Nazareen  Re- 
ligion. Divine  Honours  paid,  by  fome  Naza- 
reens^  to  Arljiotle^  103.  The  Jefuits  his  mighty 
Panegyrifts,  104.  Ridiculous  Arrets  paffed  in 
France i  105.     How  the  peripatetic  Pjfiilofophy 

came 
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came  to  get  fuch  Footing,  107.  The  great  Ap- 
plaufes  beftowed  upon  it,  are  of  Diflervice,   108. 

jirnauldy  how  greatly  calumniated.  Declared  to 
be  a  Wizard,  and  in  high  Favour  at  Beelzebub'^ 
Court,  and  that  he  made  Harangues  there,  38. 
Perfecuted  by  fix  Friars  of  Leige,  39.  Mr.  Claude 
treated  very  injurioufly,  40. 

D'JJJiffe  [Francis)  a  mere  Enthufiaft,  202. 

AJirology,     The  Vanity  of  it,   264. 

Averroes.  Hov^r  much  envied.  Traps  laid  to  en- 
fnare  him,  34.  Impeached  as  an  Heretic.  His 
PofTeflions  confifcated  by  King  Manfor.  Impri- 
foned.  Debates  concerning  his  Punifliment,  35. 
The  ignominious  Penance  he  underv^^ent.  Leads 
a  miferable  Life  in  Corduba.  His  Virtues  being, 
at  laft,  found,  he  is  recalled  to  Morocco^  and 
dies  there,  36.  The  Anfwer  made  to  a  Queftion. 
Rcfle£lions  on  the  harfh  Treatment  w^hich  Aver- 
roes met  with.  The  Hatred  of  the  Learned,  and 
particularly  of  the  Divines,  dangerous,   37. 

B. 

Bacon,  ^\v  Francis.  His  Philofophy,  106.  A  Re- 
mark of  his  with  regard  to  the  Popes,   171. 

Bajazet.     His  fad  Fate,   143. 

Bank-Bills.  The  Value  annihilated  under  the  Re- 
gent of  France  (the  Duke  of  Orleans)  without 
creating  any  Difturbance,  63. 

Bayard.,  an  illuftrious,  valiant  French  Knight.  A 
beautiful  Story  of  his  noble  Continency,  in  re- 
lieving a  virtuous  young  Woman,  whom  her  ne- 
cefTitated  Mother  was  going  to  proftitute,  136, 
137.  Reflections  on  this  Incident,  137.  A  li'ke 
Adventure  which  happened  to  an  illuftrious  Car- 
dinal,  138,   139. 
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316.  His  Idle  tittle-tattle.  Tvjo  Valeis  de 
Chamhre  drefling  the  Count  as  though  he  had 
been  a  Doll,  327.  The  Stupidity  of  fuch  Gran- 
deur and  State.  The  elegant,  but  unwholefom 
Dinner,  318.  Goes  to  the  Playhoufe.  Wan- 
tons, in  theGreen-Room,  with  one  of  the  Ac- 
trefTes,  on  whom  he  beftows  the  higheft  Enco- 
miums before  her  Face,  319.  Ridicules  her  the 
Moment  her  Back  was  turned.  Goes  towards 
the  Opera.  Hums  a  Song  in  the  Street.  Flies 
into  the  Green-Room,  320.  A  Song  of  his. 
A6i:s  the  Frolickfome,  wanton,  hair- brained  De- 
bauchee, 321.  His  ratling  Difcourfe  with  one 
of  the  female  Singers,  322.  With  another  with 
whom  he  was  to  fup.  The  Intrigues  of  the  Ac- 
trefTes  the  only  Topic  of  Converfation  at  Supper, 
322.  The  ridiculous  Ballads  fung  on  that  Oc- 
cafion.  Specimen  of  one,  323.  Reflections  on 
this  low,  idle  kind  of  Raillery,   324. 

Courtiers.    The  infipid  Life  they  lead,  227.     Their 

Fondnefs   for   Courts   the   greateft  Folly   in   the 

.World,  Ihid.     Tragical  End  of  Favourites,  228. 

Their  tumultuous  Life  ;  the  Jefts  of  Philofophers, 

232.     Chara6^er  of  a  Courtier,  Ibid, 

Cyrene.  The  Ruins  of  it.  Life  of  the  Inhabitants 
round  about  it,  188.  A  Foreflat  fome  Leagues 
Diftance  from  it.  Inhabited  by  a  People  direded 
wholly  by  In-ftindt,  Ibid. 

D. 

Dancing.  Foreigners  think,  in  Oppofition  to  the 
Frenchy  that  the  Art  of  Dancing  degenerates  a- 
mong  the  latter.  Female  Dancers  fhouW  dance 
gracefully,  not  caper,  349. 

Di/putes,  religious.  More  common  in  Enghiid  than 
jn  any  other  Country,  16.  EvilEfFeas  of  per- 
mitting all   Perfons   indifcriminately    to    write. 

The 
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The  Jews^  Mahommedans  and  Nazareens^  how 
greatly  divided,  17.  A  Pamphlet,  wrote  by  a 
Socinian^  18.  The  Nazareens  too  paflionate  in 
their  reh'gious  Difputes,  19.  Abfurdities  in  fome 
of  the  Opinions  of  the  Roman-Catholics,  The 
Oblations  made  by  thefe  to  the  Saints,  like  thofe 
of  the  Heathen  Greeks  and  Ro?nans^  20.  All 
the  Nazareen  Saints  at  Daggers- drawing,  21. 
The  Worfliip  of  the  Dead,  22.  MoUniJis  and 
Janjhiifls  reproach  one  another.  The  Papijis 
and  Protejiants  reproach  one  another,  23,  24. 

Dcgs^  in  the  Capitol,  kept  to  an  exa(Et  Difcipline, 
81.     This  ridiculed,   82. 

Dreams.  Mofl  of  them  fallacious.  Often  fome- 
thing  fnpernatural  in  them,  264. 

Dreams  divided  into  two  ClafTes,  Divine  and  Natu- 
ral. Examples  of  the  former  in  Pharoah^  Ne- 
buchadnezzar^ 265,  Alexander  the  Great.  Ob- 
jed^ions  to  this  anfwered,  266.  Dreams  thought 
by  fome  to  arife  from  the  diftin£l  Images  impref- 
fed  on  the  Imagination.  Exemplified,  267,  268. 
Arguments  in  favour  of  fupernatural  Dreams, 
261.  Archelaus\  Dream  ;  of  Polycrates's  Dream. 
Dreams  from  Plutarch.^  269,  270.  From  Tully^ 
of  a  Man  who  dreamt  he  faw  his  Friend  murder- 
ed, 270,  Arguments  to  inforce  the  Belief  of 
fuch  Dreams.  Dream  of  Mabommedll,  before 
his  taking  Conjiant'niople^  27 1.  Of  a  Neapolitan 
Philofopher's  Arguments  to  favour  the  Belief  of 
Dreams,  272,  273.  Arguments  againft  their 
Reality,  273.  No  divine  Dreams  mentioned  in 
the  Old  Teitament,  Ibid,  Counfel  againft  be- 
lieving nodurnal  Vifions,  274.  The  greateft 
Genius's  have  oppofed  the  Belief  of  Dreams. 
Jrijiotle^  Cicero.  In  what  Manner  the  Acade- 
mics ufed  to  difpute.  Ibid.  TuUy's  Arguments 
againft  Dreams,  275.     The  Folly  of  thofe  who 

give 
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give  Credit  to,  and  the  Ignorance  of  thofe  who 
pretend  to  explain  them,  277.  Thofe  Hiftori- 
ans  confidered,  who  have  tranfmitted  to  Pofte- 
rity  many  Dreams,  the  Caufes  of  which  are  af- 
cribed  to  the  Deity.  Difference  between  an  Hif- 
torian  and  a  Naturalift.  Alexander  ab  Alexan- 
dro  and  "Jun'ianus  Majus  cenfured,  278.  Some 
learned  Men  have  wrote  very  impertinently  con- 
cerning Dreams,  279.  The  Dream  of  Mahom- 
med  II.  invalidated,  281.  Dream  of  a  Racer 
in  the  Olympic  Games,  281,  282.  An  Impof- 
tor  in  Paris,  who  pretended  to  interpret  Dreams. 
Story  of  a  Parifh-Prieft,  who  loved  a  Country 
Girl,  282,  283,  284. 
Duelling,     The  Barbarity  of  it,   196. 


Edinburgh.     Defcription  of  that  City,   252. 
Education  of  the  Youth  among  the  Jefuits  cenfured, 

304.  Have  dramatic  Pieces  a£ted,  Ibid,  The 
Reafons  they  urge  for  this  Practice.     Cenfured, 

305.  Actors  would   make  bad  Pleaders,   305, 

306.  A  Jefuit's  Anfwer  to  this.  All  the  In- 
jftru£iions  given  by  the  Jefuits  calculated  for  the 
Advantage  of  the  Society,  and  therefore  ought 
to  explode  all  the  folid  Sciences.  For  this  Rea- 
fon  they  banifh  all  the  Writings  of  the  modern 
Philofophers,  307.  Explain  to  their  Pupils  the 
Doctrines  of  the  Peripatetics  and  of  the  School- 
men:  Stupidity  of  this  fhewn,  308,  309,310. 
In  what  Manner  the  Jefuits  teach  polite  Litera- 
ture to  their  Youth.  Explain  to  them  the  Greek 
and  Roman  Authors  ;  but  endeavour  to  give  them 
a  ftronger  Relifti  for  the  Poets  than  for  the  Ora- 
tors and  Hiftorians.  Reafons  for  this,  310. 
The  Reafon  Vv^hy  the  Jefuits  do  not  give  their 

Pupils 
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Pupils  an  advantageous  Idea  of  Tully  and  the  reft 
of  the  Orators,  312.  Reflections  on  this  bad 
Education,   313. 

Egypt.  The  Center  of  Superftition  in  all  Ages. 
The  Egyptians  great  Lovers  of  judicial  Aftrology, 
i^c.  Multitudes  of  Soothfayers  in  Grand  Cairo, 
262,  263.  All  Cheats  and  Impollors.  How  to 
prove  this,  263,  264. 

Elizabeth  f    229. 

England,     Learning  at  a  great  Height  in  it,   301. 

EnglijJ).  A  wife  and  injudicious  £"w^///^ot.'7«,  149. 
Silly  Reafons  given  by  the  latter  why  he  travel- 
led i  good  and  bad  Things  found  in  Italy^  150. 
Some  Travellers  extremely  injudicious,  151. 
The  EngUJh  abhor  the  Jefuits,  207.  Their  Lan- 
guage differs  greatly  from  that  fpoke  by  their  An- 
ceftors,  20.  Are  juftly  angry  at  the  Multitude  of 
Foreigners  who  pretend  to  write  their  Hiftory, 
242.    A  Cenfure  pafTed  on  them,  330.  ^    ' 

EJfexy  Earl  of,  too  feverely  treated  by  Qiieen  £//z- 
abeth,   iig. 


fakirs.  Some  Account  of  their  ridiculous  Pradices, 
88,  89. 

Fauchier^  a  great  Painter,  born  in  Provence^  per- 
haps as  famous  and  able  an  Artift  as  Vandike, 
Known  only  in  his  native  Place,   367. 

Flowers.  The  African  Way  of  carrying  on  an  a- 
morous  Correfpondence  by  the  Difpofal  of  thefe 
in  a  certain  Order.  A  perfe6t  Language  is  form- 
ed by  the  particular  Attributes  afcribed  to  the  fe- 
veral  Flowers.  Thefe  are  made  to  ferve  as  io 
many  Billet-doux,   11. 

French,  Difference  between  them  and  the  EngUfi^ 
294.    Power  of  the  Ecclefiaftics  in  Paris.     The 

Eng' 
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Englijh  Clergy  have  little.  Ibid.  The  Nobility 
in  France  foppifli,  thofe  of  England  Xqzxvl^^^  295. 
Magiftrates  in  France  commonly  venerable. 
Young  People  in  France  lead  diflblute  Lives.  E- 
logium  of  the  common  People  in  Parls^  and  Cen- 
fure  of  thofe  in  London,  296,  297.  The  French 
Nobility  greatly  degenerated.  Men  of  true  Learn- 
ing defpifed  in  Paris,  297.  Some  French  Au- 
thors carry  their  Folly  and  Extravagance  to  a 
great  Height,  335.  Are  thereby  of  vaft  Preju-' 
dice  to  the  Republic  of  Letters.  Moft  modern 
French  Pieces  fo  many  Novels.  Good  Novels  if 
they  do  no  Good,  do  no  Harm.  Bad  ones  have 
a  very  ill  Effect,  336. 
FriendJJjip   (true)   not  found  in  Courts,  231. 


Gerhe,  An  Ifland  of  the  Mediterranean.  In  it  is 
a  fad  Monument  of  the  Fury  and  Cruelty  of 
Mankind,  49. 

Crey^  Lady  Jane^  Beheaded,   147. 

H 

Henry  II.  of  France.  Sad  Difientlons  in  his  Reign, 
60. 

Henry  IIL  of  France  murdered,  60.  The  Vio- 
lence of  the  Parties  raifed  againft  him,    182,    183. 

Henry  IV.  0^  France.  Secretly  jealous  of  the  Glo- 
ry attained  by  the  Chiefs  v^'ho  fought  under  him, 
III.  hike  Tiberiusy  Jl?id.  Very  vain.  Jealous 
of  Marfhal  Biron.  Saves  his  Life  out  of  Va- 
nity,   112. 

Henry  IV.  Emperor  of  Germany,  171.  The  hor- 
rid Ufage  he  met  with  from  Pope  Gregory ,  172. 
Refledions  on  this  Incident,  172,  173. 

Hermit^ 
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Hermit^  inhabits  a  Iblitary  Ifland,  and  officiates 
both  in  a  Nazareen  Chapel,  and  a  Mofque,  55. 

Htjiory.  Should  be  the  facred  Depofitum  of  the 
Adions  of  illuftrious  Perfonages,  245.  A  Rc- 
iled^ion  which  the  Writers  of  Hiftory  ought  to 
make,  246.  The  Vanity  of  fuch  Writers.  Je- 
fuits  bad  Hiftorians,  Ihid.  yanfenijl  Writers. 
Hiftorians  who  jflatter  Princes.  Very  few  good 
modern  Hiftorians.  Truth  cruelly  perfecuted, 
247.  The  Vanity  of  Se6ls  into  which  Europe  is 
divided,  a  great  Obft;acIe  to  Hiftorians.  Difficult 
For  a  Frenchman  to  write  a  true  Hiftory  of  his 
own  Country,  248.  The  Danger  an  Hiftorian 
incurs  who  writes  Truth.  Apoftate  Monks,  or 
Jefuits,  and  Lacques  turn  Writers,  249.  Im- 
poffible  for  any  of  thefe  to  be  good  Hiftorians. 
Such  pitiful  Scriblers  loft  to  all  Senfe  of  Shame* 
Treat  the  nobleft  Writers  with  Contempt,  250. 


Janfenijis,    2o6  207. 

Ideas^  innate,  the  Folly  of  fuppofing  them,  189. 
The  Impoffibility  of  any  fuch  exemplified.  The 
Caribbees  roaft  and  eat  Men,  and  the  Poriugue'ze 
Inquifitors  burn  Jeius  in  Honour  of  the  Deity. 
The  Light  of  Nature  fufficient  to  illuminate  the 
human  Mind,  190.  An  Example  againft  innate 
Ideas,  191.  Some  Principles  which  the  Parti- 
sans for  innate  Ideas  confider  as  moft  evident, 
rejected  by  whole  Nations.  A  Nation  where  it 
was  not  thought  indecent  to  enjoy  a  Woman  pub- 
lickly,  192.  Proof  of  the  Falfity  of  innate 
Ideas,    193. 

Jefuits.  Hated  in  England^  198.  Their  Condu(El 
greatly  refcmbles  that  of  the  MufTulmen,  201. 
Reafons  why  their  Society  made  fo  rapid  a  Pro- 

grefs, 
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grefs,  202.  Extravagant  Thefes  agalnft  Princes, 
rraintained  by  the  Jefuits.  Strange  that  they 
Ihould  be  patronized  by  Kings,  203.  Are  great 
Politicians,  205.  Their  furpiizing  Genius. 
How  artfully  they  got  into  France,  206.  Every 
Jefuit  is  a  skilful  Necromancer,  207.  Deferve 
Punifhment,  284,  285,  Ought  to  be  fcourged, 
287,  288.  Late  Writers  among  them  trifling, 
301. 

Jews.  Are  hated  in  Malta,  324.  Origin  of  it, 
325. 

Ignatius   (Saint).     Complaint  againft  him,   287. 

Imagination^  in  pregnant  Women  examined,  t^. 
Cannot  injure  the  Foetus,  Ibid,  Ridiculous  to 
fuppofe  that  it  can  create  Pigs-heads,  Calves-feet, 
Monkey's  Tails,  i^c,  Mifhapen  Bodies,  com- 
monly called  Monfters,  formed  merely  from  na- 
tural Caufes.  Syftem  laid  down  by  Dr.  Harvey, 
All  Animals  proceed  from  an  Egg,  66.  The 
Doctor's  Syftem  improved  by  Reignier  de  Graaf^ 
Ibid,  Animalcules,  2iQCOX^\v\gto  Leezvenhoec,  in 
the  human  Seed.  Their  wonderful  Minutenefs. 
How  the  Mother  can  expunge  the  Features  of 
the  Fcfftus,  67.  The  Syftem  of  thofe  who  de- 
clare for  the  Power  of  the  Imagination,  has  under 
gone  great  Changes,  68.  Some  Authors  think  the 
Imagination  of  the  Male  as  well  as  the  Female 
contributes  to  the  Colour  of  the  Foetus.  Strange 
Power  afcribed  to  the  Imagination  of  Man,  69. 
Different  Opinion   with   regard   to  the  Time  in 

•  which  the  Power  of  the  Imagination  works.  A 
ftrong  Objedion,  70.  Whimfical,  fiditious 
Story  of  a  Girl,  born  with  the  Shell  of  a  Fifti, 
in  the  Place  of  a  Head,  occafioned  by  her  Mo- 
ther's longing  for  a  Mufcle,  71.  She  broke  her 
Head  againft  a  Spoon  and  died,  72.  Dr.  Turner 
relates  his  feeing  a  Child  born  with  a  cartilagi- 
nous 
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nous  Subftance,  in  the  Shape  of  a  Granadler*s 
Cap,  Matter  only  capable  of  acting  on  Matter, 
73.  A  Story  told  by  Father  Mallebranche^  of  a 
Man,  born  an  Idiot,  whofe  Body  was  dillocated 
in  the  fame  Place  in  which  thofe  of  Criminals 
are  broke:  Owing  to  his  Mother*s  longing  to  fee 
a  Criminal  broke  upon  the  Wheel.  She  ought 
to  have  fcratched  her  Backfide,  74.  This  Ad- 
vice ridiculed,  75.  Why  teeming  Women  will 
be  frighted,  76.  The  phyfical  Reafon  of  the 
Marks  in  Children,  77.  Some  Children  born 
without  the  Appearance  of  any  Brain,  78.  Hip- 
pocrates  thinks  that  the  ill  Conftru(5tion  of  the 
Womb  may  occafion  Deformities,  79.  How  are 
fome  Women  hurt  even  by  a  Fright  ?  Uid.  Ex- 
amples to  invalidate  the  Suppofition  of  innate  I- 
deas,  193,194,  Some  Philofophers  of  the  great- 
eft  Rank  believed  in  innate  Ideas.  Whole  Nati* 
ons  feem  to  enjoy  no  more  than  the  hare  Inftindl, 
195. 

Inquifttors.  Their  {hocking  Ti-eatment  of  the 
Jews^  51.     Motives  of  their  Tyranny,   52. 

Joan^  Naples^  a  bloody  Queen  ftrangled  and  hang- 
ed.    Reflections  on  this  Incident,   146, 

Italy.  Parent  of  the  polite  Arts,  and  ftill  pofTef- 
fed  of  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of  Beauties,    332* 

Julius  II.  (Pope).     His  Calamities,   165. 

Julius  III.  (Pope)  163.  Loved  Women,  Ihid, 
Had  a  Ganymede.  Proof  of  his  extravagant 
Fondnefs  for  him,  164.  Reflexion  on  his  Be- 
haviour,     165. 

Jurieu.  Exclaims  againfl  the  renowned  Aniauld^ 
251. 

Juftice.  Exercifed  in  France  with  Wifdom  and 
Prudence,  360.  Dcfeds  found  in  it  by  Foreign- 
ers, Ibid,  Moft  Contefts  have  two  Faces.  An 
Excefs  which  a  Magiftrate  ought  to  ihun.  Judges 

fometimes 
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fometimes  do  more  Harm  than  Good  to  Jufticc, 
361.  One  of  the  chief  Qualities  which  forms 
the  excellent  Magiftrate.  Dangerous  to  depart 
fiom  the  written  Laws.  Fallacy  fometimes  found 
in  what  is  called  Equity.  Pidure  of  a  good 
Judge,  360.  A  Judge  apt  to  be  biaflcd  by  thofe 
for  whom  he  has  an  Affection,  362.  The  Code 
and  Dige/^  are  the  only  Pleaders  for  the  Poor. 
What  is  the  moft  eflential  Duty  of  a  Magiftrate, 
S^Sj  364.  Juftice  painted  with  a  Veil  over  her 
Eyes.     That  Deity   looks  fometimes  afquint, 

K 

Kings,    Advice  to  them,  63. 


Lancret,  242,  ^feq. 

Languages,  The  pretended  Beauties  added  to  the 
living  Languages  perhaps  may  prejudice  Litera- 
ture, 120.  Thofe  Refinements  may  make  all 
the  truly  beautiful  Authors  grow  obfolete.  The 
Writers  of  the  Age  of  Lewis  XIV.  the  true  Mo- 
dels of  the  French  Tongue,  221.  Bad  Tafteof 
the  modern  Writers,  Ibid.  La  Motte  cenfured 
for  fome  poetical  Strokes,  122,  The  fineft  Writ- 
ers inveighed  againft  by  the  bad  ones.  Works 
of  Wit  like  Gowns  and  Head-drefTes,  123. 
The  Didion  of  Madame  de  Villedieu  beautiful, 
124. 

Laws,  Such  as  prefcribe  Bounds  to  the  Power  of 
Kings  are  the  Security  of  it,  181. 

Lewis,  XIV.    Had  fome  of  the  Imperfedionsob- 

ferved    in    Nero,      Loved    Flattery   exceflively. 

Monftrous  Elogiums  beftowed  on  him  at  Opera's, 

I  113. 
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113.  Cenfured  before  his  Majefty,  by  a  fincere 
Courtier.  Witty  Saying  of  a  German^  with 
regard  to  this  Opera-flattery  of  Lewis  XIV. 
114. 

Ltvy,  The  Manner  in  which  he  wrote  his  Hiftory, 
277. 

Lorraift,  Cardinal  de,  160.  Of  a  luftful  Difpofi- 
tion,  i6r.  He  calls  the  Dutchefs  of  Savoys,  lit- 
tle dirty  Dutchefs,  Ibid.  PofTefled  with  a  Sort  of 
Love-frenzy.  Had  Intrigues  with  molt  of  the 
Court  Ladies,  162.  Reflections  on  his  Condudt, 
163. 

Loyola  (Ignatius)  originally  a  very  ignorant  Crea- 
ture. A  Soldier.  Wounded  mPampeluna^  198. 
Travels  to  Rotne  and  yerufalem ;  fettles  in  Venice^ 
and  there  begins  to  promulgate  his  Do(5trine, 
199.  Loyola  proved  an  Hypocrite.  Pofllbly  he 
excelled  in  Politics.  Great  Aflinity  between  Ma^ 
hommed  and  him,  200.  Both  illuftrious  Knaves, 
201. 

Lycurgus.    His  fage  Inftitutions,  179,  180. 

M 

Mahommed  II.      Takes  Conjianlinople^  45. 

Mahommedans.  The  wild  Havock  they  made 
greatly  prejudicial  to  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  45, 
Glory  much  in  the  Vidories  they  obtain  over 
the  Chrijiians,  50.  Abhor  the  Jewsy  Ibid, 
The  beft  Method  of  inftilling  Truth  into  Man- 
kind, 51.  They  Attack  Rhodes  without  Succefs. 
That  Ifland  bravely  defended  by  Peter  d'Aubuf- 
Joriy  the  Grand  Mafter,  325,  326. 

Mallebranche.     Two  Axioms  of  his,  277, 

Maimbourg,  Elogium  a  Jefuit  makes  of  his  Writ^ 
ings,  311. 

Malta^ 


INDEX. 

Malta^  Knights  of,  324,325.  That  IHand  given 
them  by  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  Mufiaphoy 
Baftiaw  of  Buday  makes  a  Defcent  upon  it,  but 
to  no  Purpofe.  The  Order  of  Malta  rofe  from 
very  inconfiderable  Beginnings.  Originally  in 
J erujalem^  'p.']  ^  Firft  called  Hofpitallers.  They 
retire  to  Cyprus^  Afterwards  beat  the  Sarac£ns 
out  of  Rhodes^  328.  Qualifications  neceffary 
for  a  Knight.  Very  ftrid  with  refpedl  to  theif 
Defcent.  Manner  how  the  Knights  are  admit- 
ted, 329,  330.  The  Knights  of  Tl/fz//^  of  great 
Service  to  all  the  Chri/iians  of  Europe^  concerned 
in  Trade,  Englljh  rail  againft  them  without  any 
Reafon  for  fo  doing,  330.  The  Dutch  own  that 
the  Malteze  are  of  great  Benefit.  All  Perfons 
who  love  the  polite  Arts  obliged  to  the  Malteze^ 

Mariana^  the  Jefuit*s  Work  entitled^  Of  the  King 
and  his  Injiitution^  an  execrable  Piece,  204. 

Marivauxy  an  afFefted  Writer,  124.  Examples 
of  his  ridiculous  Didlion,  125.  Applauded  by 
the  Authors  of  le  Journal  Liter  aire.  Strong  Cen- 
fureof  them,  126. 

Melanchthon^  cruelly  treated  by  the  Lutherans^  40. 

Men,  Creatures  formed  either  to  deceive  or  be  de- 
ceived, 359. 

Mijftonaries  (Jefults)  to  China ,  reproached  with 
making  an  odd  Mixture  of  the  Nazareen  and 
Heathen  Syftems  of  Belief.  Attacked  by  Mr.  la 
Croze^  52.  An  Idea  of  their  Religion.  Man- 
kind more  obliged  to  the  Mahommedans  than  to 
the  Jefuits,  53,  54- 

Monarchs,  Some  Cautions  tO  them,  163.  Alge- 
rine  Monarchs.     How  they  ought  to  a<fl:,  181. 

Monks,     A  Set  of  ufelefs  Wretches,  57,  58,  14©. 

Montagnis  Writings,  excellent,  120, 

2  "  Morerif 
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Moreri.     His  DiSlionary  of  litde  Value,   251. 

Molte  (la)  A  French  Poet.  Writers  fometimes  in 
the  fultian  Style,   345,     Examples  oF  this,   346. 

Morocco.  An  Univerfity  in  the  Capital  of  that  King- 
dom, 33.  The  MooriJ}}  Doctors  as  choleric  as 
thofe  among  the  Nazareens^   34. 

Miific.  Very  much  depraved  in  France.  The  late 
Operas  greatly  inferior  to  thofe  of  Lully  and 
Campra.  Inilrumental  Mufic,  \\\  Paris^  more 
perfect  than  vocal,  348.  The  Pieces  compoUd 
tor  the  Violin,  good,   349. 

N 

Nazareen  Monarchs,  fome  of  them  come  to  a  fad 

End,  144. 
Nafamones.      A  flrange  Cuftom  at  their  Weddings, 

192,  193. 
JNewhoff"  (Baron)    The  Genccze  fet  a  Price  upon  his 

Head,   185.     Their  Condud  unjuft  on  that  Oc- 

cafion,    186. 

O 

0///2^«,Emperor  of  theT«r.^j,  carried  ignominioufly 
on  an  Afs,  142.  Dethrone^!  by  the  Janizaries  2ind 
murdered  by  them,    143. 

Ottoman  Power.  Expofed  to  great  Danger,  in  cafe 
the  Chriflian  Powers  fliould  unite  againft  them, 
46. 

P 

Paintif7g.  Decaying  in  France.  The  Pidlares  of 
Poujjin,  le  Br  tin,  and  Sueur  y  not  much  fought 
after  ;  but  thofe  of  JVatteau  and  Lancret,  342. 
Great  Perfons  encourage  the  bad  Tafte  of  the  two 
laft  mentioned.  Good  Painters  forced  to  give  into 
this  bad  Tafte,  Le  Moineccnfured.  Vanlo  zx\& 
Caze  applauded.  But  gained  almoft  nothing  ex- 
cept Reputation.  AH  Foreigners  furprized  at  the 
Vol.  V.  S  bad 
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bad  Tafte  which  prevails  in  Painting,  343.    Fine 

Painters  ftill  in  France.  An  Englijh  Gentleman 
cenfures  the  bad  Tafte  of  Painting  in  France^  344. 
An  AfTertion  with  regard  to  the  Fate  of  Painting 
in  France^  344,  345.  The  fine  Portrait  Painters 
have  not  given  into  this  bad  Tafte,  346.  They 
yet  may  pofTibly  foon  give  into  it.  ^  Ibid. 

Parallel  betw^een  Scipio  Africanus  and  Henry  IV. 
oi  France^  132.  Mighty  Adion  of  the  former, 
133.  Of  the  latter,  and  his  extreme  Neceffities, 
Ihid.  Comparifon  between  William  III.  and 
Julius  Cisf.  Atchievements  of  the  former,  134, 
135.     Of  the  latter,   135. 

Paris  (Abbot).  Turn'd  the  Brain  of  many  Pariji- 
ans^  285.  His  FoUov/ers  ought  to  be  fcourged, 
286,  287.  One  of  the  Deacons  among  the  Jan- 
fcnijls^  who  fraudulently  makes  ufe  of  him  in  or- 
der to  work  Miracles.  Place  him  in  Heaven,  and 
afcribe  to  him  the  Gift  of  iMiracles,  352.  The 
common  People  drawn  in  by  this  means.  The 
MoUniJls  oppofe  the  Janfenij'fs  on  this  Occafion. 
Blacken  Abbot  Paris's  Memory.  The  Janfenijls^ 
on  the  other  hand,  cry  up  his  Miracles,  as  his 
reftoring  Health,  ^c.  Oppofed  by  the  Molinifls^ 
353.  The  Populace  flocking  perpetually  about 
Abbot  P<jm's  Grave,354.  Some  Cures  happen, by 
Accident,  to  be  wrought  at  it,  355.  The  Moli- 
7iifts  have  Recourfe  to  the  Bifhops,  356.  The 
Churchyard  in  v./hich  was  Abbot  Paris's  Grave 
fhut  up.  His  Rag>,  d2"V.  prelerved  as  Relicks.  His 
Life  publiflied  :  So  filly  that  it  opened  People's 
Eyes,  358.  7'he  Populace  make  a  Riot  at  his 
Grave.  Triumph  of  the  MoUniJls  on  this  Oc- 
cafion. A  filly  Miracle  of  the  breaking  of  Win- 
dows.    Abbot  P^m's  Miracles  exploded,  359. 

Parliament.,  Englifn.  Elogium  of  it.  The  Autho- 
rity of  Princes  ought  to  bereftrained,  178,  The 
I  Duty 
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Duty  of  a  King.  The  Power  of  the  EngUJl^ 
Monarchs  refembles  that  of  the  Deitv.  The  Fe- 
licity of  Multitudes  of  People  fhould  not  depend 
on  the  Whim  of  a  fingle  Man.  The  Parliaments 
of  England  tndie2.\'onr'io  follow  the  Laws  of  their 
Inftitution,  iSJ,  184.  Different  Parties  in  it  no 
Prejudice  to  the  general  Good.  The  EngUJh  de- 
ferve  all  the  Privileges  they  enjoy,  184.  Refledli- 
ons  on  this  Subject,  185. 
PaJTions.  Their  Seeds  the  fame  in  all  Men,  16. 
Thofe  of  the  Body  are  only  Motions  of  the  Blood 
and  Spirits,  76.  Strong  Paffions  greatly  diforder 
the  human  Body,  80. 
Perfons  em.inent,  not  applauded  in  their  Lifc-tmie, 

130.     Some  found  in  all  Ages,   132. 
Peter's  (St.)   Church    in    Rome,  Elogium   of  that 

magnificent  Edifice.,   332.  ^ 

Phlkjophn-s.  Their  Reputation  only  will  ftana  the 
fevereft  Teft,  114.  Would  choofe  to  live  with 
Beafts  rather  than  Courtiers,  232.  Advantages  of 
this.  Would  not  be  forced  to  fubmit  to  a  thoufand 
mean  Actions,  232,  233. 
Philofophy,     Its  glorious  Properties.    Its  Advantages 

to  Mankind,    115. 
Pliny.     An  idle  Aflcrtion  of  his  with   refpea  to 

Dreams,  279. 
Pcmpcy.     Refleaions  en  his  fad  Fate,   241,  242. 
Pcpe  (Mr.)  Elogiumof  that  great  Poet,  302.^ 
Popes.   Some  have  united  with  the  Turks,  47.   Their 
vaft  Power  in  former  Ages.      Compared  to  that 
of  the    Heathen    P.oman   Pontiffs,    169.       The 
Popes  of  Rome,  169,  170.      The  firft  i^ra  of  the 
Papal  Grandeur.     Their  Haughtinefs,  170,171. 
Their    Anathema's    not     regarded    now,     17c. 
Strange  that  fo  many  Nations   (lioiild  pay    this 
Nation   fuch   blind  Homage,   173.     Had  great 
Authoritv  in  England,  Ibid,     Rooted  out  by  Lu- 
S  2  thcr 
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ther  and  Calvin^  ly/i^.  The  new  Opinions  gave 
Rife  to  many  warm  Difputes  among  the  Learned, 
which  proved  of  great  Advantage  to  Learning, 
The  French  alwa)s  adhered  to  their  Kings,  175. 
The  Popifh  Fulminations  not  much  heeded  in 
France.  The  Popes,  in  all  Ages,  have  had  but 
little  Authority  over  the  French  Monarchs,  176. 
-An  odd  Letter  from  Pope  Boniface  to  Philip  the 
Fair  of  France,  Ibid.  Tht  Monarch's  juft  An- 
fwer,    177. 

Portugueze  Slave.  ZuUma,  the  Daughter  of  a  rich 
Moor  falls  in  Love  with  him.  She  perfuades  him 
to  turn  Mahometan,  12,  13.  The  bold  Artifice 
Ihe  employed  to  get  him  for  her  Husband,  13,  14. 
The  Slave  turns  Mahometan,  14.  Comparifon 
between  the  JIgerine  Women  and  thofc  of  Europe, 
15.  Refle(5lions  on  the  Behaviour  of  the  Jlgerine 
Women,  Ibid. 

Provence,  has  given  Birth  to  many  illuflrious  Per- 
fonages,  365.  To  Mr.  de  Maufage,  Mr.  Boyer 
d' Aiguille,  an  able  Magiftrate,  365.  Skill'd  in 
all  the  polite  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  poflefTed  every 
Ornament  of  the  Mind.  Bougartt,  an  able  Rheto- 
rician.    Puget  the  famous  Sculptor,  366. 


Rabelais.     A  pleafant  Anfwer  of  his,  90. 

Rapin,  Father.  His  Refle<aions  on  Philofophy 
impertinent,   107. 

Raping  Hiftory  of  England.  The  Continuators  of 
it  wretched  Scriblers.  Have  blackened  the  Me- 
mory of  King /^/VZ/^^w  HI.  Yi\^%George\.  Duke 
Q>i  Marlborough,  243.  This  Continuation  au- 
thorized by  a  Privilege  from  the  States  of  Holland. 
Such  wretched  Performances  ought  to  be  ftrongly 

attack'd, 
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attack'd,  244.  The  French  not  judicious  in  the 
Objedls  of  their  Critiques.  The  Confequence  of 
this,  245.  Some  Specimens  of  theContinuators 
of  Rapin's  Hiftory,  with  regard  to  Geography. 
Their  notorious  Partiahty,  259. 

Regnauh  the  Jefuit.  A  very  aiFe<fled  Writer  on 
Philofophical  Subjecfls.  Applauded  by  the  Authojs 
of  the  Journal  Liter  aire,  127.  A  bombaft  Paf- 
fage  from  Father  Regnault,  Stupidly  applauded 
by  the  Authors  of  the  Journal  Literaire,  Des 
Cartes  would  not  have  wrote  in  that  filly  Man- 
ner,  128. 

Relicks.  A  ftupid  AfTertion,  of  John  Ferrand^ 
with  regard  to  them,  215.  Mankind  abufed, 
by  the  Artifice  of  the  Friars,  in  Relicks,  215, 
216. 

Refemhlance  between  the  Italians  and  Indians.  In 
Idolatry,  83.  In  their  Superftitions.  Proceffions, 
84.  Images,  85.  In  Adultery  and  Fornication. 
In  allowing  Difpenfations  for  Marriages,  <^c.  86. 
In  Penances.  In  the  Notion  of  Tranfmigration 
and  Purgatory.  In  the  rich  Italian  and  Indian 
Devotees,  87.  In  myftical  Devotion,  and  ridi- 
culous Lacerations,  88.  Between  xht  Fakirs  :xvA 
fome  Nazoreen  Monks.  Between  the  former  and 
the  myftical  Difciples  of  Molinos,  89.  Between 
the  moft  virtuous  and  wicked  Men,  no.  Many 
iljuftrious,  as  they  are  called,  Monarchs,  like 
Nero,    III, 

Refurrecfion.  That  all  (hall  rife  with  the  fame 
Body,  208.  A  beautiful  Paflage  from  the  Koran 
on  this  Subject.  A4ore  fliowy  than  foliJ,  209. 
Things  which  the  Creator  cannot  efFecft,  209, 
210.  Reafons  why  the  fame  Body  will  not  rife. 
Ibid.  Argument  from  a  Battle  fought,  211.  The 
Ears  of  Julius  clapp'd  to  the  Head  of  fome  Ita- 
»S  3  lian 
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lian  Monfignore,  and  his  Nofe  to  the  Face  of  a 
Courtezan,  212.  God  cannot  change  the  EfTence 
of  Things,  213.  The  Body  will  certainly  rife. 
Ridiculous  to  attempt  to  dive  into  the  Myfleries 
of  the  Almighty,   214. 

Revolutions^  why  frequent  in  the  Kingdoms  of  Bar- 
bary^   64. 

Rhcdiginus  (delius)  a  fooli(h  Aflertion  of  his,  279. 

Riches  procure  Refpe<^  to  a  Knave,  and  Merit  can- 
not do  the  fame  to  a  Man  of  Honour,  298. 

Ruins  of  renowned  Cities,  44. 

S. 

Saints^  Popifli  among  the  Nazareens^  ought  to  be 
drove  out  of  the  Churches,  tffc,  288,  289. 

Sciences  and  Arts.  Their  Progrefs  from  Country 
to  Country,   350. 

Scots.  Their  whole  Nation  feel  the  Prejudices 
which  their  Vnion  with  the  Englijh  has  done  'em, 
252.  The  Scots  have  had  a  Share  in  moft  of  the 
Revolutions  of  £'w|'/^«<^.  Divided  into  two  forts 
of  People;  one  polile,  the  other  favage.  The 
Highlander Sy  kc.  253.  Account  oi  the  Scots  U- 
nion.  Parliaments  formerly  in  Scotland.  Arts 
made  ufe  of  in  Queen  Anne'^  Time  to  engage  the 
Scots  to  unite  with  England.  The  Scots  Par- 
liament blended  v/ith  that  of  England.,  244.  The 
Scots  have  alfo  gained  fome  Advantages  by  this 
Union,  255.  Infolent  Reflections  made  by  the 
Continuators  of  Rapin's  Hiftory,  on  the  Union, 
255,  256,  257.  Animadverliions  on  this.  The 
Auiliors  of  the  former  Reflexions  ought  to  be 
punifhed,  257.  An  invidious  Paragraph  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Scots  againft  the  Englijh .^  258.  Re- 
£edions ':n  it,  258,  259.     Presbyterianifm  the 

eftabiifbtd 
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eftabliftied  Religion  in  Scotland.  The  Scots  Li- 
terati blended  with  the  Eng/l/h^  260.  Some  learn- 
ed Writers  belonging  to  the  Scots.  Burnet^  Bw 
chatiaUy  261. 

Seditions.     The  fad  Confequences  of  them,  182. 

Slaves^  Nazareen.  Their  Captivity  not  fo  rigorqus 
as  is  generally  imagined.  Not  worfe  than  the 
Treatment  which  the  Turkijh  Slaves  meet  with 
from  the  European  Princes.  Occupations  of  both 
Turki/J?  and  Nazareen  Slaves,  25.  The  redeem- 
ing Slaves  from  Captivity,  an  A6t  of  the  greateft 
Humanity,  26.  Monks  employed  to  redeem 
Captives,  27.  Seduciiig  Arts  employed  by  the 
Turks  to  make  their  Nazareen  Slaves  turn  Hda- 
hometans^  28.  TurkiJI?  Women  who  have  an 
Intrigue  with  a  Nazareen  Slave  drown'd,  30. 
The  European  Princes  fliould  unite  in  order  to 
deftroy  the  Corfairs  of  Barlary\  Ibid.  The  Po- 
liticks of  the  Nazareen  Monarchs,  and  the  In- 
tcrelt  of  Trade,  will  not  permit  tiiem  to  unite 
2igA\ni\  the  AJgerines^  31.  'Tis  moft  advantage- 
ous toput  Goods,  confign'd  to  the  Mediterranean^ 
on  board  an  EngUJh  Veflfcl.  The  little  Charity 
which  different  Nations  among;  the  Nazareens 
have  for  one  another,    32. 

Solon.      Plis  wife  Inftitutions,    247. 

Soul  of  Man,  not  material,  237.  Why  God  gave 
every  Creature  a  material  Body,   Ibid, 

Spartans,  tolerate  artful  Theft,  56,  ^y. 

Statue  (d).,  faid  to  work  a  2;reat  many  Miracles,  289. 
Lofes  its  Virtue,  which  a  PViar  attempts  to  re- 
ftore.  Ibid.  Declares  it  has  the  Power  to  curb 
all  carnal  Senfations.  Jgnus's  filled  v/ith  Cam- 
phire,  290.  A  Girl  comes  to  a  Prieil:  for  fome 
of  St.  Turpins  Oil.  He  enjoys  her,  292,  293, 
Refledtions  on  this  Story,   293. 

Succubus's 
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Succubus^s  and  Incubus's^  mere  fiditious  Beings,  240. 
Impoflible  that  Devils  fhould  beget  material  Crea- 
tures, Ibid.  Stupid  to  fuppofe  that  Devils  can  en- 
gage in  a  criminal  Correfpondence  with  human 
Creatures,  240.  Ridiculous  to  aflert  that  the 
Devil  is  able  to  impregnate  a  Maiden,  in  Sleep, 
without  fullying  her  Virginity,  241.  The  Im- 
poflibility  of  Succubus's  copulating  with  human 
Creatures,  242. 

Sculpture.  Upon  a  pretty  good  Foot  in  France. 
The  Tafte  of  it  may  pofTibly  decline,  347. 


Tajie.  That  Word  often  in  the  Mouths  of  Fops 
and  Coxcombs.  How  much  abus'd.  With  re- 
gard to  Painting,  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  the 
Greek  and  Roman  Authors,  333.  Tully^  Hor- 
ienfius^  and  Cato  anfwered  by  thofe  of  a  vitiated 
Tafte,  334. 

TaJie.  Des  Maret's^  Perrault's^  La  Motte's^  ^c, 
greatly  vitiated  Tafte,   337. 

Timanus^  that  noble  Hiftorian  fpoken  of  contemptu- 

\  oufly  by  Morcr't^  251.  Reflections  on  this  Cir- 
cumftance.  Ibid. 

Travelling,     Advantages  which  fhould  be  reaped  hy 

^^'  351.     .  . 

Travelling.  Silly  Motives  of  zn  Englijhman^s  vifiting 

France,  151.  Vifits  none  but  Fops,  and  negledls 
to  addrefs  the  Literati,  152.  Suppofed  extrava- 
gant Anfwers  of  the  Englijh.  Thefe  Cenfurers 
anfwered,  153.  The  judicious  EngUJhman^s  Ob- 
fervations  on //^/y,  I54>  155,  156.  His  Opinion 
of  the  French,  156.  That  there  are  folid  Auchois 
^rnong  them,  Ibid.     Faults  of  the  French,   1,57. 

Tripoli. 
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Tripoli.  Its  Government  the  fame  with  that  of 
the  reft  of  the  maritime  Cities  of  Africa^  55.  A 
great  Number  of  Renef^adoes  there,  Ibid,  Very 
ignorant.  The  Corfairs  of  Tripoli  the  leaft  cruel. 
Artful  Theft  tolerated  among  them,  56. 

Tripolitans,  have  imitated  fome  of  the  Roman  Cu- 
ftoms.  Their  City  guarded  in  the  Night  by 
MaltifFs,  81. 

Tunis.  Its  Situation.  The  Dey  there  has  no  Au- 
thority, the  Bey  being  the  real  Sovereign,  47^ 
The  Tunifian  Moors  not  fo  unhappy  as  thofe  of 
Algiers^  48. 

Turks.      Great  Enemies  to  Learning,  47. 

Turpin  (St.)  applauded  by  a  Monk,  290. 


Fillars,  Marfhal,  a  great  Man,  131.  Too  nig- 
gardly. An  agreeable  Repartee  of  his  own  on 
that  Occafion,   132. 

Villatte  (Cartaud  dela)  his  ridiculous  Book.  Re- 
flexions on  Writers  in  his  Tafte.  335.  Sets  up 
for  one  of  the  Direiflors  of  Tafte.  A  Specimen 
of  his  Style,  337.  Examples  of  his  extravagant 
Similies,  338.  His  fliort-tail'd  Comparifons.  Re- 
jects the  moft  judicious  Comparifons  on  the  An- 
tients,  339.  His  mad  Aflertions  with  refpe£t  to 
Liican  and  Virgil^  34c.  His  Cenfuie  of  Dr. 
Clarke^  D'ltton^   &c.      Of  Boikau^   341. 

Vifdcde  {Chalamont  de)  a  fine  Poet,  born  iaProvsncey 
and  a  Man  of  great  Probity,  366. 

Verier.  A  Difciple  of  Pw^^r,and  a  very  fine  Sculptor  j 
known  only  in  his  native  Provmce,  367. 

W.  JVatteau, 
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Watteau.  342.  ^  [eq. 

Writers^  modern  among  the  French^  finely  cenfur'd 
by  Majfieu,  129.  Refle6lions  on  that  Cenfure, 
130.  Deplorable  State  of  a  good  one  who  is  dif- 
regarded,  297,  298.  Their  unhappy  Conditioa 
in  France^  298.  Trifling  Writers,  299.  The 
Conftraint  put  on  Men  of  Letters,  299,  300. 
Often  owe  their  Reputation  to  Chance,  not  Me- 
rit. Many  great  Genius's  loft  for  want  of  En- 
couragement.    Men  compared  to  Players,  367. 


BOOKS  Pnntedjor  R.  Hett,  at  the 
Bible  a?id  Crown  in  the  Poultry. 

In  TWO  VOLUMES. 

Vol.  I.  contains, 
I.  "T^Ifcourfes  concerning  the  Being    and   Natural 

■*^  Perfe<flions  of  God,  in  which  that  firft 
Principle  of  Religion,  the  Exiftence  of  the  Deity, 
is  prov'd,  from  the  Frame  of  the  material  World, 
from  the  animal  and  rational  Life,  and  from  human 
Intelligence  and  Morality.  And  the  Divine  Attri- 
butes of  Spirituality,  Unity,  Eternity,  Immenfity, 
Omnipotence,  Omnifcience,  and  infinite  Wifdom, 
are  explained. 

Vol.  n.   contains, 

Difcourfes  concerning  the  Perfecftions  of  God  ;  in 
which  his  Holinefs,  Goodnefs,  and  other  moral  At- 
tributes, are  explained  and  proved  ;  the  Foundations 
of  true  Religion,  confifting  in  the  Fear  and  Love  of 
God,  in  Obedience  to,  andTruft  in  him,  are  illuftra- 
ted  and  eftabliftied.   By  John  Abernethy,  M.A, 

2.  The  Gentleman  inftruded  in  the  Conducfl  of  a 
virtuous  and  happy  Life.  In  three  Parts.  Written 
for  the  Infl:ru(ftion  of  a  young  Nobleman.  To  which 
is  added  a  W^ord  to  the  Ladies,  by  way  of  Supple- 
ment to  the  firft:  Part.     The  Eleventh  Edition. 

3.  Medulla  Podarian  Ro?nanorutn  :  or,  The  moft 
beautiful  and  inftru£live  Pafiages  of  ihe  Roman  Poets; 
being  a  Collection  (difpofed  under  proper  Heads)  of 
fuchDefcriptions,  Allufions,  Comparirons,Chara£lers 
and  Sentiments,  as  may  beft  ferve  to  fhew  the  Reli- 
gion, Learning,  Politics,  Arts,  Cuftoms,  Opinions, 
Manners  and  Circumftances  of  the  Ancients.  With 
Tranfiations  of  the  fame  in  Engltj})  Verfe.  By  Mr. 
Hen.  Baklr.  The  TranJIations  will  enable  thofe^ 
zvho  have  ?nade  but  a  rnoderate  Progrefs  in  the  learn- 
ed Languages^  to  prcferve  at  kaj}^  if  not  improve^ 
what  they  have  obtaincd.'-^'^What  was  Labour  and 

Fatigue 
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Fatigue  in  the  Schools^  they  will  now  find  an  agree- 
able Amufemcnt^  and  an  ufeful  Diver/ton^  and  will 
be  allured  to  recover  what  they  have  loft,  or  to  fupply 
what  they  want. 

4.  A  Compendious  Hiftory  of  the  Indian  Wars  ; 
with  an  Account  of  the  Rise,  Progress, 
Strength  and  Forces  of  A  N  G  R  1 A  the 
Pyrate.  Alfo  the  Tranfa^lions  of  a  Squadron  of 
Men  of  War  under  Commodore  Matthews^  fent  to 
the  Eaji  Indies  to  fupprefs  the  Pyrates.  To  which 
lu  annexed.  An  additional  Hiftory  of  the  Wars  be- 
tween the  Great  Mogul,  Atigria  and  his  Allies. 
With  an  Account  of  the  Life  and  AcSlions  of  John 
Plantain,  a  notorious  Pyrate  at  Madagafcar ;  his 
Wars  with  the  Natives  of  that  Ifland,  where  having 
continued  eight  Years,  he  joined  Angria,  and  was 
made  his  chief  Admiral.  By  Clement  Downing, 
Midfhipman  on  board  the  Salisbury ;  afterwards 
Lieutenant  of  the  Vi£fory  Frigate,  Fa?ne  Galley,  and 
Revenge  Grab,  Part  of  the  Squadron  emplo)ed  by 
the  Ea/i  India  Company  to  attack  Angria ;  and 
fome  time  Engineer  in  the  Service  of  tlie  Great 
Mogul     Pr.  IS.  6d, 

5.  A  faithful  Account  of  the  Religion  and  Man- 
ners of  the  Mahometans.  In  which  is  a  particular 
Relation  of  their  Pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  the  Place  of 
Mahomet's  Birth,  and  a  Defcription  of  Medina,  and 
of  his  Tomb  there :  As  likewife  of  Algier,  and  the 
Country  adjacent ;  TiXiA  oi  Alexandria,  Grand  Cai- 
ro, &c.  With  an  Account  of  the  Author's  being 
taken  Captive,  the  Turks  Cruelty  to  him,  and  of 
his  Efcape.  In  which  are  many  Things  never  pub- 
lifhed  by  any  Hiftorian  before.  By  Joseph  Pitts 
oi  Exon,  The  4th  Edition,  with  Additions,  a  Map 
of  Mecca,  and  a  Cut  of  the  Geftures  of  the  Maho- 
meians  in  their  Worfhip,  Pr.  2s,  td. 
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